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DOCUMENTS  AND  LETTERS. 


Letter  of  King  Charles  to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil of  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  27  April,  1678. 

Collettiofi  of  Papers,  by  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  253. 

Charles  R. 

Trufty  and  well  beloved,  We  greet  you  well. 

Whereas  We  have  been  given  to  underftand  that  you 
did  in  the  month  of  October  laft,  paffe  a law  in  your  Affem- 
bly  at  Bofton  for  the  reviving  and  adminiftring  a certain 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  country,  and  whereas  the  enjoining 
the  faid  oath  at  fuch  time,  when  you  had  intimation  by  your 
agents  here  of  our  being  difpleafed  with  the  forme  thereof,  is 
highly  difrefpedtfull  to.  Us,  and  feems  to  be  intended  as  a 
fnare  in  the  way  of  many  of  our  good  fubje&s  there,  of 
whofe  prefervation  We  fhall  ever  be  tender;  We  have 
thought  fit  hereby  to  fignify  to  you  that  We  take  the  un- 
timely renewing  and  enjoining  of  the  faid  oath  very  ill,  and 
that  We  look  upon  the  fame  as  derogatory  to  our  honour  as 
well  as  defective  in  point  of  your  duty,  inafmuch  as  the  alle- 
giance due  to  us,  and  the  fidelity  to  the  country  are  joyned 
vol.  hi.  — 1 together 
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together  in  the  fame  undecent  forme,  wherein  fuch  fidelity 
is  made  even  to  precede  your  allegiance  to  us.  And  though 
We  doe  not,  for  the  prefent,  prefcribe  what  forme  may  be 
proper  amongd  yourfelves,  as  to  your  corporation  oath,  yet 
We  doe  hereby  dridtly  require  and  command  you  to  give 
order  that  the  oath  of  allegiance,  as  it  is  by  law  edablifhed 
in  this  Our  kingdom  of  England,  a copy  of  which  oath 
attefted  by  one  of  Our  principall  fecretaries  of  date  you  will 
receive  herewith  inclofed,  be  adminidred  unto  and  taken  by 
all  Our  fubjedts,  inhabitants  within  that  Our  colony,  who  are 
of  yeares  to  take  an  oath,  wherein  We  expedl  your  entire 
obedience  and  utmod  care,  this  being  foe  fundamentall  a 
concerne  to  Our  dignity  and  government,  We  could  not 
omit  any  longer  to  fignify  to  you  Our  pleafure  therein, 
though  feverall  other  matters  of  moment  relating  to  that 
Our  colony  are  dill  depending  before  Us,  in  which  We  are 
not  come  to  any  dnall  refolution.  And  fo  We  bid  you 
farewell.  Given  at  Our  Court  at  Whitehall  the  27th  day  of 
Aprill  1678,  in  the  thirtieth  yeare  of  Our  Reigne. 

By  his  Majedies  Command 

Williamson. 

Misdemeanors  sufficient  to  avoid  Charter. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Entry  Book,  105,  p.  256. 

At  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantacons 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Thurfday  the  16th  of  May  1678. 

Prefent:  Lord  Privy  Seale,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Earl 
of  Northampton,  Vifco*  Fauconberg,  Earl  of  Craven,  Mr. 

ChanU 


Documents  and  Letters . 


3 

Chancr  of  ye  Excheqy,  My  Secne  Coventry,  My  Secr.y 
Williamfon. 

. The  Peticon  of  the  Agents  of  Bofton  is  read, 
New  England,  whereby  they  fet  forth  their  excufes  for  not  hav- 
ing reprefented  to  their  Superiors  what  their  Lop.s  had  de- 
clared vnto  them  for  redrefs  of  the  abufes  practiced  in  that 
Colony,  and  defire  their  Lop.s  to  make  a favorable  Report 
vpon  the  Petitions  of  the  foure  Towns  prefented  by  them,  for 
their  continuance  vnder  the  Maffachufets  Goverment;  which 
they  befeech  their  Lops  to  haffcen,  in  confideration  of  their 
long  attendance,  promifing  withall  their  utmoft  endeavors, 
at  their  returne  home,  to  promote  the  execution  of  fuch 
Orders  as  His  Mau.e  fhall  think  fit  to  give  them  for  the  fettle- 
ment  and  regulation  of  their  Colony. 

Answer  of  Mf  Their  Lop.s  doe  likewife  read  the  Anfwer  of 

Attorny  &c.  to 

sQueres.  My  Attorney  and  My  Sollicitor  General  to  the 
three  Oueres  concerning  the  Maffachufets  Colony,  referred 
vnto  them  by  Order  of  the  8l.h  of  April  laft,  wherein  they 
doe  fignify  their  opinions. 

1.  That  as  to  ye  Patent  of  4*.°  Caroli,  whether  it  were  good 
in  point  of  Creation?  It  is  moft  proper  that  the  opinion  of 
the  Lords  Cheife  Juftices  fhould  bee  had  thereupon. 

2.  That  neither  the  Quo  Warranto  mentioned  to  bee 
brought  againft  them,  nor  the  Judgement  thereupon  were 
fuch  as  to  caufe  a diffolution  of  their  Charter. 

3.  That  the  mifdemeanors  objected  againft  them  doe  con- 
tain fufficient  matter  to  avoid  their  Patent. 

Report  ordered.  Their  Lops  doe  hereupon  order  a Report  to  bee 
prepared,  reciting  all  things  that  are  paft,  from  the  firfl  fet- 

tlement 
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tlement  of  New  England;  the  feveral  Encroachments  and 
Injurys  which  the  Colony  of  the  Maffachufets  hath  con- 
tinualy  pradticed  vpon  their  Neighbors,  and  their  contempts 
and  negledfs  of  His  Maty’s  Commands ; and  will  likewife 
offer  their  opinions  that  a Quo  Warranto  bee  brought 
againff  their  Charter  and  new  Laws  framed  inftead  of  fuch 


as  are  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  England. 

M![  Randolph.  Their  Lop.s  agree  to  recommend  Mr  Randolph 
vnto  my  Lord  Treafurer  for  a favorable  iffue  of  his  preten- 
tions to  bee  imployed  as  Collector  of  His  Mal!es  Cuftomes  in 
New-England,  in  confideration  of  his  zeal  and  capacity  to 
ferve  His  Maty  therein. 

Memdu.m  my  Lord  Treafurer,  having  received 
a letter  to  this  effeCt,  acquainted  His  Maty  in 
Council  therewith.  Whereupon  His  Mad®  declared  his  ap- 
probation of  Mr  Randolph  for  the  Imployment  of  Collector 
and  directed  a Commiffion  to  bee  iffued  forth  vnto  him 
accordingly. 


Collector  of 
Customs. 


Report  of  ye  Atorney  & Solicit1*  Genl.l  Concerning 

THE  MASSACHUSTS  CHARTER  & YE  QUO 

warrto  thereupon. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  52  (146),  16  May,  1678. 

1.  The  firft  matter  propounded  to  vs  being  Whether  the 
Patent  of  4th  of  King  Charles  the  Firft  were,  in  point  of 
creation,  a good  Patent,  Wee  doe  find  that  His  Matys  Two 
Cheife  Juftices,  vpon  hearing  Council  on  both  fides,  have 
given  their  opinion  vnto  your  Lops  that  the  faid  Patent  was 
good  in  point  of  Creation,  notwithftanding  the  Objection 

that 
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that  the  Patent  to  the  Council  of  Plimouth  was  then  in 
being.  And  although  it  is  reprefented  to  vs  that  the  cafe 
was  not  truly  dated  to  them ; yet  it  being  vpon  hearing 
of  Council  and  Parties,  wee  humbly  fubmit  it  to  your  Lop.s, 
Whether  it  can  bee  fatisfadfory  to  yor  Lordps,  or  the  Parties, 
to  have  our  opinion ; or  rather  whether  the  Cafe  fhould  not 
bee  truly  dated  to  the  fame  Cheife  Judices,  to  have  their 
opinion  thereupon. 

2.  Vpon  view  of  a copie  of  ye  Record  of  the  Ouo  War- 
ranto, Wee  find  that  neither  ye  Quo  Warranto  was  foe 
brought,  nor  the  Judgement  thereupon  foe  given,  as  could 
caufe  a diffolution  of  ye  faid  Charter. 

3.  As  to  the  Mifdemeanors  objedted  againd  the  Corpora- 

tion of  the  Maffachufets-Bay  in  New  England  in  managing 
their  Patent,  Wee  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  fame  can  bee 
proved  to  bee  true,  and  that  they  were  comitted  fince  the 
Adt  of  Oblivion,  they  doe  containe  fufdcient  matter  to  avoid 
the  Patent,  but  that  cannot  bee  otherwife  done  than  by  a 
Quo  Warranto,  &c.  Wi:  Jones. 

FFRA  : WlNNINGTON. 

Read  May  16 : 1678  : 


Report  to  My  Ld  Tresurer  Concerning  Mr  Randolph. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  52  (148),  16  May,  1678. 

After  our  very  hearty  Commendations  to  yor  Lordfhip. 
Wee  have  received  a petition  from  Mr  Randolph  fetting 
forth  his  Services  in  New-England,  and  intreating  Our 
favourable  recommendation  on  account  of  his  pretenfions 
depending  before  yor  Lordfhip  to  be  imployed  as  Colledtor 
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of  his  Majts  Cuftoms  at  Bofton.  Wee  muff  needs  declare 
unto  yor  Lordfhip  that  if  ever  Wee  fhalbe  able  (as  wee  are 
now  earneftly  endeavoring)  to  lay  before  his  Majtie  a full  and 
perfect  Narrative  of  the  condition  of  New  England,  and 
what  may  conduce  to  his  Majts  Royal  fervice  in  the  fettle- 
ment  of  that  great  Affaire,  Wee  have  had  more  light  and 
information  from  Mr  Randolph,  then  from  any  perfon  elfe 
and  he  hath  at  all  times  attended  Our  meetings  in  this 
matter,  Soe  that  Wee  cannot  but  acquaint  yor  Lordfhip  of 
the  very  good  opinion  wee  have  of  his  zeal  and  capacity  to 
ferve  his  Majtie  in  that  Imployment,  if  yor  Lordfhip  fhall  foe 
think  fitt,  and  accordingly  Wee  recommend  him  to  yor  Lord- 
fhips  favour,  bidding  yor  Lordfhip  very  heartily  farewell. 
Lrom  the  Councill  Chamber  at  Whitehall  this  16th  day  of 
May  1678. 

Yor  Lordfhips  very  loving  Freinds 

Monmouth  Worcester 

J Bridgwater 

Essex  Northampton 

Craven 

H London  Fauconberg 

J Ernle 

H Coventry  Robert  Southwell. 

For  the  Right  honorable  our  very  good  Lord 

the  Earl  of  Danby  Lord  high  Treafurer  of  England. 
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Answer  to  Randolph’s  narrative  by  agents  of  New 

England. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  52  (152),  28  June,  1678. 

To  the  R*  Honble  the  Lords  of  his  Mats  moft  Honble  Privy 
Councill,  appoynted  a Comittee  for  Trade  & Plantations. 

In  Anfwer  to  Mr  Randolphs  Narrative  of  the  ftate  of  New 
England  efpecially  as  it  concerns  his  Mals  Colony  of  the 
Maffachufets  Bay  there,  William  Stoughton  & Peter 
Bulkeley  Agents  for  the  fayd  Colony  humbly  offer. 

Firft  in  the  generall,  that  Mr  Randolphs  flay  in  New 
England  was  fo  fhort,  his  fmall  acquaintance  there  fo  par- 
tiall,  his  prejudices  wherewith  he  came  prepoffeffed  againft 
perfons  & things  fo  great,  that  it  cannot  well  be  thought  he 
fhould  attain  unto  that  truth  & certainty  of  Information 
wch  ought  to  be  in  matters  of  fuch  moment,  efpecially  when 
defigned  to  be  fo  high  a charge  againft  fo  many  of  his  Mats 
fubjedts  & the  Goverment  there  eftablifhed.  And  therefore 
the  fayd  Agents  are  humbly  confident,  that  untill  Mr  Ran- 
dolph make  out  fome  other  proof  then  the  bare  fubfcribing 
of  his  name  to  his  Papers,  they  will  not  have  that  influence 
& effedt  which  he  may  ayme  at  & hope  for  by  them. 

And  whereas  Mr  Randolph  did  himfelf  draw  forth  & 
exhibit  to  his  MaT  & yor  Lordpps  the  principall  matters  of 
his  Informations  againft  the  fayd  Colony  in  feverall  diftindt 
Articles,  a good  while  fince,  unto  wch  by  yor  Lordps  direc- 
tion & comand,  the  fayd  Agents  have  already  given  in  their 
Anfwer,  They  now  humbly  fay  that  unto  the  fubftance  of 
thofe  their  Anfwers  they  have  nothing  further  to  add. 

Omitting 


8 


Edward  Randolph. 

Omitting  therefore  things  formerly  fpoken  to,  & feverall 
other  not  fo  materiall,  or  concerning  wch  they  have  not  due 
information,  they  crave  the  favour  of  giving  in  fome  prin- 
cipall  Inftances  only  of  Mr  Randolphs  great  miftakes  & 
invidious  mifreprefentation  of  things,  as  may  appear  by  the 
Animadverfions  following. 

1.  Mr  Randolph  affirmes  that  no  perfon  that  hath  been 
a Magiftrate  the  year  before,  is  to  be  left  out  at  the  New 
Election. 

The  ffreemen  have  liberty  by  the  Charter  to  nominate, 
& upon  the  dayes  of  Election  to  choofe  or  leave  out 
whome  they  pleafe.  As  at  the  Election  Imediately 
before  Mr  Randolphs  arrivall  they  did  leave  out  one 
of  the  Eldefl  Magiftrates,  & formerly  have  done  the 
like. 

2.  He  affirmes  that  no  perfon  is  to  be  admitted  a freeman 
of  the  Colony  but  church  members  in  full  comunion. 

By  Charter  the  Govern1"  & Company  have  granted  to 
them  full  & abfolute  power  to  admit  what  ffreemen 
they  fee  good,  without  any  limitation.  Yet  by  an  ex- 
preffe  Law  made  feverall  yeares  fince,  others  befides 
churchmembers  are  capacitated  to  be  made  ffreemen, 
upon  which  law  feverall  confiderable  perfons  have  been 
admitted,  & any  others  may  be  from  tyme  to  tyme,  if 
they  pleafe  to  offer  themfelves. 

3.  He  affirmes  that  the  Governor  & Magiftrates  at  all 
Courts,  Meetings  & Affemblies  have  a publick  Table  kept 
for  them. 

At  all  meetings  of  the  Generali  Court,  Court  of  Affift- 
ants  & Councill  (wch  take  up  many  weekes  of  the  year, 
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& during  the  late  warre,  were  almoft  perpetuall)  & at 
all  other  publick  meetings  of  the  magiftrates  faving 
County  Courts  only,  each  Magiftrate  defrayes  all  his 
owne  charges  of  travaile  & attendance  whatfoever,  ex- 
cept for  paffage  over  publick  fferries. 

4.  He  fayth  that  in  the  year  1652  the  Maffachufets 
Eredted  themfelves  into  a free-ftate ; Enlarged  their  Do- 
minions, Subjected  the  Adjacent  Colonies  under  their  obe- 
dience, & fumoned  Deputies  to  fit  in  the  Generali  Court. 
The  Maffachufets  Colony  never  had  any  other  founda- 
tion or  forme  of  govern^  but  w*  is  conftituted  in  the 
Royall  charter  of  their  Incorporation.  They  never  Pro- 
claimed any  of  the  late  Powers,  or  derived  Authority 
from  them,  as  the  other  Plantations  did.  They  ac- 
knowledge his  Majefty  alone  to  be  their  Soveraigne, 
whome  they  imediately  Proclaimed  upon  his  happy 
Reftauration.  In  allegiance  unto  him  & under  his  Roy- 
all  Protedlion  they  defire  to  be  continued.  And  as  for 
the  year  1652  there  was  no  alteration  then  made  in  the 
Govern^  or  new  Conftitution  in  refpedt  of  Deputies, 
nor  fubduing  of  Adjacent  Colonies.  Onely,  whereas 
the  Townes  between  Merrimack  & Pifcataqua  River 
had  then  for  ten  years  together  profpered  under  the 
Goverm!  of  the  Maffachufets;  In  this  year  of  (52)  the 
Inhabitants  & Plantations  alfo  beyond  Pifcataqua  River, 
being  deflitute  of  Govern^  & almoft  ruined  for  want 
thereof,  were  taken  in  as  members  of  the  fame  Colony ; 
which  was  done  with  their  own  generall  fatisfaftion,  & 
by  virtue  of  the  Northern  Boundline  further  carryed  on 
according  to  that  interpretation  of  the  words  of  the 
vol.  U1.  — 2 Charter 
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Charter  which  was  then  thought  agreeable  to  the  true 
fence  thereof. 

5.  He  repfents  that  the  Lawes  & ordinances  of  the  Maf- 
fachufets  Colony  are  no  longer  obferved  then  as  they  ftand 
with  their  convenience,  the  Magiftrates  not  fo  ftridtly  mind- 
ing the  letter  of  the  Law,  where  their  publick  intereft  is 
concerned ; in  all  cafes  more  regarding  the  quality  & affec- 
tions of  the  perfons  to  their  Goverment,  then  the  nature  of 
the  offence.  They  fee  no  evill  in  a Church  member,  & 
therefore  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  any  fentence  or  verdidt 
againft  them,  though  in  the  fmalleft  matter. 

This  with  many  the  like  is  an  evident  manifeftation, 
how  full  mr  Randolph  is  of  a rooted  prejudice  & an 
unequall  unjuft  difpofition  towards  the  Govern^  there, 
And  contains  in  it  a notorious  falfehood  & calumny  : 
for  as  he  cannot  have  experience  of  what  is  afferted,  or 
other  proof  to  make  it  good ; fo  the  publick  Records 
of  the  Adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  feverall  Courts 
of  that  Colony,  befides  other  Innumerable  Teftimonies, 
will  abundantly  difprove  him  therein. 

6.  He  faith  that  whofoever  fhall  be  in  Poffeffion  of  Land 
5 yeares  fhall  have  the  Land  confirmed  to  him,  although  the 
grant  was  made  to  another. 

If  this  were  fo  it  would  be  moft  unjuft  & oppreffive, 
but  it  is  only  his  groffe  miftake  of  the  Law  (to  fay  no 
worfe)  as  upon  view  will  prefently  appear. 

7.  He  faith  that  the  number  of  Church  members  & ffree- 
men  compared  with  the  reft  of  the  Inhabitants  (who  are 
termed  the  diffenting  party)  are  not  above  one  Sixth  part. 

That  there  is  fuch  a difproportion  between  the  church 

members 
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members  & the  reft  of  the  Inhabitants,  muft  needs  be 
a very  wrong  computation,  The  reft  being  very  incon- 
fiderable  as  to  number,  compared  with  thofe  that  are 
acknowledged  Church  members,  nor  was  there  ever  any 
fuch  nickname,  or  terme  of  diftindlion,  between  the  one 
& the  other,  as  that  of  Diffenting  Party. 

8.  He  Reprefents  that  places  of  Magiftracy  & Govern- 
ment are  places  of  great  profit  & advantage,  whereby  they 
grow  rich  that  are  in  them. 

All  that  know  New  England  will  teftify  the  Contrary. 
Many  Gentlemen  have  fpent  very  good  eftates  there  in 
places  of  Goverment,  but  not  any  one  man  to  this  day 
hath  gained  an  eftate  by  fuch  publick  Service.  The 
continuall  Expences  of  thofe  in  the  Magiftracy  are  farre 
beyond  any  recompence  given  them  as  will  be  evident 
from  their  refpeftive  Salaries  (befide  wch  they  have  no 
other  wayes  of  gaining  by  their  places.)  The  Governors 
Salary  is  not  above  fixfcore  pounds  per  annum,  & a 
Magiftrates  but  thirty  five,  which  sums  for  the  greateft 
part  are  not  payd  in  mony,  but  in  the  way  of  the 
Country,  & fo  will  amount  unto  little  more  then  half 
fo  much  fterling. 

9.  He  fayth  that  the  Antient  Bounds  of  the  Maffachufets 
Colony  were  not  above  20  miles  upon  the  feacoaft. 

The  Antient  bounds  were  ever  as  large  as  now  they 
are  ffated,  by  the  Opinion  of  the  Lords  Cheif  Juftices, 
& his  Mats  Determination  in  Councill  thereupon,  & 
will  be  found  to  extend  more  then  thrice  as  farre. 

10.  He  accufeth  the  Maffachufets  that  they  have  taken  in 
feverall  confiderable  Townes  belonging  to  Plymouth  & Con- 
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nefticot,  becaufe  having  the  preheminence  in  Trade  Strength 
& riches,  they  take  the  liberty  to  clayme  as  farre  as  their 
conveniency  or  Intereft  diredts,  never  wanting  a pretence  of 
right  to  any  place  that  is  comodious  for  them. 

This  is  like  the  reft,  moft  untrue  & defigned  to  caft  re- 
proach ; for  the  ftating  & running  of  the  Lines  be- 
tween the  MafTachufets  Colony  & their  Neighbours 
[*  sic;  were.]  of  Plymouth  & Connedlicot,  we  * done  to  mu- 
tuall  fatisfadlion ; nor  is  there  at  this  day  any  contro- 
verfy  or  clayme  depending  of  this  kind  between  the 
Colonies. 

11.  He  fayth  that  the  Goverment  of  Bofton  was  greatly 
difcontented,  & murmured,  at  the  delivery  up  of  Nova 
Scotia  to  the  ffrench  without  their  knowledge  or  confent,  & 
that  they  are  upon  all  occafions  impofing  upon  the  ffrench. 

The  Govern^  of  the  MafTachufets  never  concerned 
themfelves  in  the  delivering  up  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the 
ffrench,  although  had  it  been  his  Mats  pleafure,  they 
would  much  rather  have  had  their  fellow-fubjedts  then 
the  french  to  be  their  neighbours ; but  that  they  have 
bin  impofing  upon  the  ffrench  is  utterly  falfe. 

12.  He  infinuates  as  if  the  cheif  caufes  of  the  Indian 
warre  did  arife  from  the  cariage  of  the  Magiftrates  of  Bof- 
ton towards  the  Indians,  & in  particular  affirmes  that  Philip 
was  often  fumoned  to  appear  before  the  Magiftrates,  being 
some  time  imprifoned,  & never  releafed  but  upo  parting  wth 
a confiderable  part  of  his  Lands. 

The  Indian  warre  had  its  foie  Rife  in  the  Colony  of 
New  Plymouth,  & would  the  MafTachufets  have  flood 
Neutrall,  the  cheif  of  the  Indians  have  often  declared 
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they  would  not  have  given  them  any  difturbance,  fo 
farre  were  they  themfelves  from  laying  any  thing  to 
the  charge  of  the  Maffachufets.  And  as  for  Philip,  he 
was  never  fo  much  as  once  fumoned  by  the  Magiftrates 
of  Bofton,  nor  was  there  any  quarrell  between  them 
before  the  warre  broke  out.  Yea  they  had  often  inter- 
pofed  as  mediators  to  make  up  breaches  between  Ply- 
mouth Colony  & him. 

13.  He  accufeth  the  Maffachufets  that  the  Indians  have 
been  abundantly  furnifhed  from  them  with  ftore  of  Armes  & 
Amunition,  to  the  utter  ruin  & undoing  of  many  families  in 
the  neighbouring  Colonies,  to  inrich  fome  of  the  Relations 
of  them  in  Goverml  & Churchmembers. 

There  hath  been  as  little  liberty  if  not  leffe  in  ye  Maffa- 
chufets Colony  yn  in  other  Colonies  to  trade  Armes  & 
amunition  wth  ye  Indians,  who  have  for  many  yeares 
laff  paft  been  fo  well  fupplyed  from  the  ffrench  & oth- 
ers, that  they  would  frequently  fell  guns  to  the  Englifh. 
And  for  the  inriching  the  Relations  of  thofe  in  Gover- 
nment or  of  church  members  in  fuch  a way,  it  is  a meer 
Scandall. 

14.  He  fayth  the  Praying  Indians  of  Natick  Town  have 
been  ye  moff  barbarous  & cruel  enemies  to  the  Englifh  of 
any  other. 

This  is  mod:  untrue,  for  though  fome  very  few  of  them 
have  not  fo  clofely  adhered  to  the  Englifh,  yet  the  reft 
of  them  have  been  upon  all  occafions  very  faithfull  & 
exceeding  ferviceable,  as  they  ftill  continue. 

15.  He  fayth  yl  church  members  had  liberty  to  ftay  at 
home,  & not  hazard  their  perfons  in  the  warre,  while  many 
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hundreds  of  fouldiery  & 12  Captains  of  Loyall  principles 
were  flayne. 

Church  Members  together  wth  others  were  promifcuoufly 
lent  forth  into  the  warre,  & of  all  ye  Captains  & cheif 
officers  flayn  at  any  tyme  the  greater  part  by  farre  were 
church  members. 

16.  He  fayth  y*  the  Maffachufets  Colony  hath  not  been 
damnified  one  third  part  in  the  late  warre,  the  great  Ioffe 
falling  upon  Connedticot  & Plymouth  Colonies. 

Connedticot  Colony  hath  not  loft  any  one  Towne,  or 
fuffered  confiderable  damage  in  their  Cattle  or  Corne. 
Plymouth  Colony  loft  not  above  two  or  three  fmall  vil- 
lages, whereas  the  Maffachufets,  befide  w‘  befell  beyond 
Pifcataqua  River,  had  feaven  of  their  Plantations  utterly 
deftroyed,  & nine  or  ten  more,  fome  of  them  the  one 
half  of  them  deftroyed,  others  to  a leffer  proportio,  be- 
tides other  great  depredations  & Ruins  otherwaies. 

17.  He  faith  that  no  Magiftrate  payes  Taxes,  & yl  Land 
taxes  are  payd  in  mony. 

This  is  a miftake,  Magiftrates  being  by  law  not  excufed 
from  Taxes,  wch  are  payable  in  any  pay  of  the  Country. 

18.  He  computes  the  publick  revenues  of  the  Colony  to 
be  upward  of  20000*  & faith  they  are  difpofed  of  as  the 
Govr  & Magiftrates  thinke  fitt,  without  giving  any  acco*  to 
the  Country,  by  wch  meanes  whofoever  comes  into  the  Mag- 
iftracy,  hath  an  opportunity  of  growing  rich  & advancing 
their  Relations. 

Could  Mr  Randolph  make  good  this  Revenue,  wch  he 
fpeakes  of  only  at  randome,  the  Colony  would  be  more 
beholding  to  him  then  otherwife  it  is  ever  likely  to  be. 

But 
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But  the  truth  is  that  ye  ftanding  Revenue  of  the  Colony 
when  at  beft,  hath  never  yet  amounted  to  700*  fterl: 
per  annu,  & what  this  comes  fhort  of  defraying  the 
charges  of  the  Govern^  (wch  in  the  whole,  comunibus 
annis,  before  the  late  warre  did  never  rife  to  above 
1500*  if  fo  much)  is  wont  to  be  levyed  by  a Comon 
Tax  upon  the  People.  And  of  this  whole  income  & 
the  expence  thereof,  there  is  conflantly  once  a year  a 
full  Account  given  by  the  Treafurer  of  the  Country 
to  the  Generali  Court,  fo  that  there  can  be  no  arbitrary, 
private  or  corrupt  difpofall  of  any  part  thereof  by  the 
Govr  & Magiftrates,  as  is  moft  uncharitably  & falfely 
informed. 

19.  He  afferts  that  it  was  generally  beleeved  there  was  a 
great  Banke  of  mony  in  the  Treafury,  whereupon  occafion 
being  for  a prefent  fupply  to  carry  on  the  warre,  it  was  de- 
fired  by  feverall  of  the  principall  Inhabitants,  that  moneyes 
might  be  iffued  out  of  the  Publick  Treafury;  but  upon 
Examination  it  appeared  that  that  flock  had  been  otherwife 
difpofed  of,  & not  one  penny  found. 

By  fuch  Relations  as  thefe  any  one  may  fee  from  what 
Informers  Mr  Randolph  tooke  his  account  of  matters, 
& how  likely  he  is  to  give  in  a true  & impartiall  one, 
there  being  no  man  of  comon  fence  or  honefty  in  the 
Country  that  will  ever  be  found  to  have  had  fuch  a 
beleef,  the  contrary  whereto  is  fo  generally  known, 
And  that  upon  making  up  of  the  yearly  Accounts  this 
Country  is  moft  comonly  indebted  to  the  Treafurer  & 
not  the  Treafurer  to  the  Country. 

20.  He  declares  that  the  People  generally  groan  under 

the 
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the  yoke  of  the  prefent  Govern^  & are  in  dayly  hopes  & 
expectation  of  a change,  & that  without  the  fettlem*  of  a 
Generali  Goverml  over  the  whole  Country  it  is  feared  civill 
warrs  will  in  a fhort  tyme  breake  out  between  the  Colonies, 
the  Maffachufets  dayly  impofing  & incroaching  on  their 
Neighbours. 

It  is  true  that  Mr  Randolph  made  it  his  buifnefle 
wherever  he  came,  to  difaff  eft  the  people  as  much  as 
he  could  to  his  Mats  Goverment  there  Eftablifhed,  af- 
furing  them  of  the  fpeedy  change  thereof  & incourag- 
ing  fome  not  to  pay  their  duties  towrard  publick  charges, 
whereby  many  feares  & difquietments  are  ftill  abiding 
in  the  minds  of  his  Mats  peaceable  & Loyall  fubjefts, 
who  are  generally  throughout  the  Country  (fome  few 
difcontented  perfons  excepted,  wch  no  Goverml  can  be 
totally  freed  of)  earneftly  defireous  to  have  the  prefent 
Goverml  by  his  Mats  grace  & favour  incouraged  & con- 
tinued ; the  truth  whereof,  as  it  would  upon  any  tryall 
made  more  fully  appear,  fo  it  is  in  particular  evident 
from  the  late  Adreffes  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  foure 
Townes  prefented  to  his  Ma1!6  And  for  the  feares  he 
infinuates  of  civill  warrs  between  the  Colonies,  there 
did  never  yet  appear  any  ground  for  fuch  an  apprehen- 
fion,  but  a freindly  mutuall  correfpondence  hath  been 
& yet  is  maintained  amongft  them. 

21.  He  fayth  that  the  Clergy  are  kept  in  fubjeftion  by 
Ruling  Elders,  who  govern  all  affaires  of  the  Church. 
There  are  not  at  prefent  above  fix  or  feaven  fuch  Elders 
in  the  whole  Colony,  who  in  the  churches  to  which  they 
belong  doe  affift  the  minifters  in  the  affaires  & Goverm- 

of 
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of  the  church,  but  are  farre  from  keeping  them  in 
Subjection. 

22.  He  relates  that  one  Mr  Thomas  Graves  was  put  by 
his  fellowfhip  in  the  Colledge  by  the  late  Prefident  Dr  Hoar 
becaufe  he  would  not  renounce  the  Church  of  England. 

D"  Hoar  hath  been  dead  feverall  yeares,  & fo  cannot 
make  anfwer  for  himfelfe  ; but  the  perfwafion  of  the 
people  of  New  England  being  publickly  known,  it  may 
not  be  thought  ftrange  that  they  fhould  not  be  willing 
to  have  their  children  publickly  InftruCted  by  fuch  as 
are  of  Contrary  principles : but  the  truth  is  Mr  Graves 
was  never  turned  out  of  any  fellowfhip,  for  having  been 
many  yeares  a fellow  with  good  acceptance,  he  volunta- 
rily quitted  his  fellowfhip,  intending  other  imployment. 

23.  He  accufeth  the  Goverment  that  they  have  buffered 
feverall  perfons  in  the  Province  of  Maine  to  be  ruined  by 
the  Indians  for  having  expreffed  their  duty  towards  his  Mafie 

It  hath  already  coft  the  Maffachufets  to  defend  the  In- 
habitants of  this  Province  neer  8ooo!,  befides  many 
lives.  And  the  care  for  their  prefervation  hath  been 
equally  extended  to  every  place  & family,  as  much  as 
their  remoteneffe,  fcatteredneffe  & other  unavoydable 
circumftances  would  permit.  And  it  is  notorioufly  falfe 
that  any  perfon,  upon  any  account,  much  leffe  of  duti- 
fullneffe  to  his  Maty  hath  been  buffered  to  be  ruined. 

24.  He  reports  feverall  exprefdons  of  diflike  ubed  by  Major 
Window  Govern1"  of  New  Plymouth  as  to  the  AClings  of  the 
Magidrates  of  Bofton,  & that  in  particular  he  did  manifeft  a 
defire  of  & readyneffe  in  their  Colony  & that  of  ConneCticot, 
to  clofe  with  a change  of  Goverm! 


VOL.  III.  — 3 


Vpon 


1 8 Edward  Randolph. 

Vpon  notice  & fight  of  what  mr  Randolph  had  Reported 
of  him,  Major  Window  hath  declared  That  he  being 
enquired  of  by  Randolph  concerning  the  Maffachu- 
fets  Colony  & their  cariage  towards  the  neighbour 
Colonies,  he  made  him  anfwer,  that  the  Maffachufets 
had  caryed  it  fairly  & neighbourly,  & as  became  breth- 
ren & fellow  fubjedts;  And  further  that  he  never  made 
it  his  defigne  nor  thought  it  their  filtered  to  defire  a 
change  of  Governfi  in  one  or  other  Colony,  whiled  God 
& the  King  were  pleafed  to  favour  them  with  their 
prefent  Priviledges. 

25.  He  fets  forth  the  Coppy  of  a Petition  made  to  the 
Generali  Court  & fubfcribed  by  upward  of  an  hundred 
hands  of  the  principall  Inhabitants,  for  wch  they  have  been 
ftyled  betrayers  of  the  liberties  of  the  Colony  & have  differed 
in  their  Effates,  & not  been  admitted  into  any  offices  of 
Governd  or  choyce  of  Magiftrates. 

Had  the  abovefaid  Agents  known  of  any  f . . . as 

this  before  their  coming  over,  they  might  have  been 
furnifhed  wth  an  anfwer  thereunto,  wch  now  they  are  not, 
in  regard  they  were  not  at  the  tyme  fuppofed  concerned 
in  any  of  the  tranfadtions  of  Goverm*  But  they  have 
little  reafon  to  give  credit  to  MT.  Randolphs  relation  of 
this  buifneffe.  And  pofitively  they  doe  affirme,  that  no 
perfons  have  been  fufferers  in  their  effates  or  denyed 
the  priviledge  of  choofing  Magiftrates  upon  the  account 
by  mr  Randolph  mentioned.  In  particular  thofe  two 
perfons  by  him  named  to  yor  Lord1!5  as  the  cheife  of 
thefe  petitioners,  are  & have  long  been  intruded  in  as 
confiderable  places  of  publick  fervice  as  any  other  per- 
fons 
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fons  that  are  not  chofen  Magiftrates,  as  thefe  alio  might 
have  been,  but  that  they  ftill  wanted  a fufficient  number 
of  the  votes  of  the  freemen  upon  daies  of  Election. 

[. Endorfed ] Anfwer  to  fome  parts  of  Mr  Randolphs  Narrative,  given  to 

mee  by  the  Agents  of  New  England  28  June  1678. 


Instructions  from  the  Commissioners  for  manageing, 

LEAVYING,  AND  CAUSEING  TO  BE  COLLECTED  HIS  Maties 

Customes,  Subsidies,  and  other  Duties  in  England, 
to  Edward  Randolph,  Esqr,  Collector,  Surueyor, 
and  Searcher  of  his  Mati.es  Customes,  in  New  Eng- 
land, IN  PURSUANCE  OF  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  RlGHT 

Honble  Thomas,  Earle  of  Danby,  Lord  High  Trear 
of  England. 

MaffacJuifetts  Archives , Vol.  LXI.  p.  168,  9 July,  1678. 

Firft , — Whereas,  in  purfuance  of  an  Aft  of  Parliament, 
made  in  the  25  year  of  his  Maties  Reign,  Entitled  An  A 61  of 
better  fecuring  the  Plantations’  Trades,  which  we  herewith 
deliuer  to  you,  — we  have  deputed  you  to  be  Collector,  Sur- 
ueyr  and  Searcher  of  all  the  Rates,  Duties,  and  Impoficins 
arifeing,  and  growing  due  to  his  Matie,  by  Vertue  of  the  faid 
Aft,  in  his  Mat,es  Colonye  of  New  England,  (That  is  to  fay) 
The  Maffachufetts’  Colonye,  Plym°  Colony,  Connefticutt 
Colony,  Road  Ifland,  the  Prouinces  of  Mayne,  and  New 
Hampfhire,  and  all  other  his  Mats  Colonyes,  and  Iflands  in 
New  England,  wch  you  are  by  the  beft  wayes  and  meanes, 
you  can  to  leavy  and  colleft  according  to  the  Tenour  of  the 
faid  Aft.  And  becaufe  the  faid  Aft  hath  fettled  the  Collec- 
tion of  the  faid  Duties  under  fuch  penalties  as  by  feuerall 

Lawes 
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Lawes  are  inflidled  for  non-payment  off,  or  defrauding  his 
Matie  of  his  Cuftomes  in  England,  We  do  therefore  deliuer 
to  you  a book  of  Rates,  wherein  are  the  principall  Lawes 
relating  to  the  management  of  the  Cuftomes  in  England, 
and  the  plantacon  Trade;  vid!,  The  Adi  of  Tonage  and 
Poundage,  the  A61  of  Navigacon,  The  Adi  for  preuenting 
frauds,  The  Adi  for  Encouragement  of  Trade,  and  the  Adi 
for  better  Regulating  the  plantacon  trade,  and  the  faid  Adi 
for  better  fecuring  the  plantacon  trade ; And  you  are  to  con- 
forme  your  Selfe  to  the  feuerall  Rules  for  manageing  the 
Cuftomes  according  to  the  faid  Lawes,  in  all  things  wherein 
the  fame  may  be  practicable  with  you,  And  to  informe  us, 
or  the  Com6!:5  of  his  Mats  Cuftomes  in  England  for  the  time 
being,  what  power,  authoritie,  or  direction  may  be  further 
neceffary  for  the  carrying  on  this  his  Mats  feruice  in  the  faid 
Colonys. 

2.  You  are  before  your  goeing  out  of  England,  to  take 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  before  one  of  the 
Barons  of  the  Excheqr,  or  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Lond°,  and 
the  ufuall  Oath  for  the  faythful  Execution  of  your  office 
before  us. 

3.  Haveing  foe  done  you  are  forthwith  to  Repaire  to  the 
faid  Colonye  in  New  England,  and  to  fettle  your  vfuall 
Refidence  in  the  Port  of  Boflon,  in  Maffachufetts  Colonye. 

4.  You  are  to  appoint  one  Deputy  att  leaft  in  each  of  the 
aforemenconed  Colonyes  by  Commiffion  under  your  hand 
and  Seale,  and  for  whom  you  will  be  anfvverable ; who  are  to 
take  the  vfuall  oaths  for  the  faythfull  Execution  of  their 
employments  before  the  Gouernf,  or  deputy  Gouerny,  of  fuch 
Colonye,  refpedlively,  before  they  enter  upon  the  fame,  and 
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then  you  are  to  furnifh  them  with  Copyes  of  yof  Instructions 
and  fome  of  the  foremenconed  ACts  for  their  better  informa- 
con  and  guidance  in  the  pformance  of  their  Duties. 

5.  You  are  to  take  care  that  noe  Ship  do  trade  in  his 
Ma?  Colonyes  in  New  England,  but  fuch  as  are  by  law 
pmitted  to  trade  there,  And  you  are  to  take  care  that  all 
Ships  and  Veflells  which  by  law  may  trade  in  any  of  his 
Plantacons  that  fhall  defire  to  fhip  and  take  on  board  any  of 
the  Plantacon  Comodities  enumerated  in  the  aforefaid  ACt 
of  the  25  yeare  of  the  King,  do  not  lade  the  fame  vntill  it 
appears  to  you  or  your  Deputy,  that  fuch  Ship  has  given 
bond  for  the  carrying  the  fame  to  England,  Wales,  or  Ber- 
wick only,  or  to  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  or  to  fome  other 
of  his  Maties  Plantacons,  and  in  Cafe  her  bond  be  to  carry 
the  fame  to  England,  Wales  or  Berwick,  or  to  fome  other  of 
his  Maties  Plantacons,  in  fuch  cafe  you  are  dilligently  to  ex- 
amine whether  fhe  take  in  any  Tobacco  of  the  growth  of 
New  England,  as  alfo  in  Cafe  fhe  take  in  any  Tobaccoe  or 
other  of  the  enumerated  Goods  wch  had  not  paid  his  Maties 
Cuftomes  att  the  Plantacon,  from  whence  the  fame  came,  to 
coiled  his  Maties  Duties  for  the  fame,  according  to  the  faid 
ACt  of  the  25  yeare  of  the  King,  And  you  are  further  to  take 
care  that  before  they  take  in  any  part  of  thefe  forts  of 
Goods  they  make  entry  of  the  Ship  with  you  or  your 
Deputy,  and  alfo  before  their  clearing,  make  Report  upon 
Oath  of  the  contents  of  their  Lading  as  to  thefe  forts  of 
Goods,  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  to  the  beft  of  their 
knowledge  with  the  names  of  the  merchants  that  laded  the 
fame,  And  if  any  fhip  fhall  take  in  any  of  the  faid  forts  of 
Goods  chargeable  wth  the  Duties  aforefaid,  before  fuch  en- 
try es 
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tryes  made  as  aforefaid,  the  Mar  thereof  is  lyable  to  the  pen- 
alty of  One  hundred  pounds  according  to  the  A6t  for 
preventing  frauds,  and  the  Stat.  made  the  firft  of  Eliz. 
Chap.  1 1 *.h  And,  moreover,  in  cafe  any  fuch  Ship  fhall  take 
in  any  Goods  chargeable  wth  the  Duties  Impofed  by  the  faid 
Adt  of  the  25  yeare  of  the  King  before  bond  given  as  afore- 
faid, you  are  to  make  feizure  of  the  faid  Ship  and  Goods, 
and  proceed  againft  the  fame  according  to  Lawe. 

6.  In  cafe  any  fhip  wch  by  lawe  may  trade  in  any  of  his 
Ma^3  Plantacons,  fhall  ariue  in  any  of  his  Mall.es  Colonyes 
in  New  England,  with  any  of  the  faid  forts  of  goods  of  the 
growth  of  any  of  his  Mat3  Colonyes,  you  are  carefully  to 
examine  whether  fuch  fhip  had  before  lading,  given  bond 
according  to  law,  and  in  cafe  (lie  had  given  noe  bond,  then 
you  are  to  make  feizure  of  her  and  her  Lading  according  to 
law,  and  if  it  appeares  fhe  has  given  bond,  you  are  to  ex- 
amine whither  fuch  bond  was  to  come  to  England,  Wales, 
or  Berwick  only,  or  to  goe  to  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick, 
or  to  fome  other  of  his  Ma41?3  Plantacons,  (formes  of  wc.h 
Bonds  will  be  herewith  deliuered  to  you),  and,  in  cafe  her 
bond  was  given  to  come  to  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick 
only,  you  are  to  forbid  her  to  unload  with  you ; And  in 
cafe,  (notwithftanding  thereof)  fhe  fhall  putt  any  of  the  faid 
goods  on  fhoare,  you  are  to  keepe  an  exadt  accompt  and  take 
good  proof  upon  oath,  of  the  quantities  and  quallities  of  the 
faid  goods  put  on  Shoare,  and  tranfmitt  the  fame  to  us,  that 
we  may  take  care  for  the  filing  and  recovering  the  penalty 
and  forfeiture  of  the  bond  giuen  for  fuch  fhip  ; and  in  cafe 
fuch  bond  was  giuen  in  any  of  his  Ma11?3  Plantacons,  you 
are  alfo  with  the  firft  conveniency  to  giue  notice,  and  the 
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proof  thereof  to  the  Governour  of  fuch  Plantacon  and  our 
ColledB  there,  that  they  may  take  care  for  the  fpeedy  put- 
ting fuch  bond  in  fuit;  but  if  her  bond  was  to  come  to 
England,  Wales,  or  Berwick,  or  to  fome  of  his  Mat5.es  Planta- 
cons  in  fuch  cafe,  you  are  to  pmit  her  to  vnlade,  examining 
the  Certificates  from  our  officers,  in  the  places  where  flie 
laded,  whereby  to  fatisfy  yor  felfe,  that  his  Manfs  Duties  were 
payd  for  the  fame,  according  to  the  aforefaid  A 61  of  the  25 
year  of  the  King,  And  in  cafe  it  fhall  appeare  that  fuch  fhip 
hath  any  of  the  faid  forts  of  Goods  for  wch  his  Majeftie  s 
cuftomes  are  not  payd,  you  are  to  make  feizure  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  the  Lawes  and  Rules  for  collecting  his  Mat!f 
Cuftomes  in  England. 

7.  You  are  to  take  notice*  that  the  payment  of  the  refpeCt- 
ive  Rates  Impofed  by  the  Adi  of  the  25  year  of  the  King, 
upon  the  feveral  plantacon  Comodities  therein  named,  that 
fhall  be  fhipped  or  laden  on  board  any  Ship  or  Veffel,  (for 
wch  bond  fhall  not  be  firft  giuen,  to  bring  the  fame  to  Eng- 
land, Wales,  or  Berwick  only),  doth  not  giue  liberty  to  carry 
the  fame  afterwards  to  any  other  place,  then  to  fome 
of  his  Mat!.es  plantacons,  or  to  England,  Wales,  or  Berwik, 
and  that  notwithflanding  the  payment  of  the  faid  Duties, 
they  are  to  giue  bond  to  carry  all  the  faid  Goods  to  Eng- 
land, Wales,  or  Berwick,  or  to  fome  of  his  Mal,.es  Plantacons, 
and  not  to  be  pmitted  to  be  laden  untill  fuch  bond  giuen 
as  is  directed  in  the  next  preceding  Inftrucftion. 

8.  And  becaufe  there  is  noe  Duty  impofed  by  the  faid 
A61  upon  fuch  Ships,  for  wc.h  bond  fhall  before  lading  be 
given  to  come  to  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  only,  you  are 
to  take  efpeciall  care  that  none  of  the  faid  Goods  wc!’  fhall  be 
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pftended  for  any  of  the  fhipping  bound  to  England,  Wales, 
or  Berwick,  be  under  that  colour  ftollen  on  board  fliips 
bound  elfewhere,  that  haue  not  given  bond  as  aforefaid,  and 
foe  evade  the  Duties  chargeable  by  this  A 61  to  wc.h  end  it 
will  be  neceffary  not  only  frequently  to  Vifit  all  Ships  or 
Veffells  wc.h  haue  not  given  bond  as  aforefaid,  to  come  to 
England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  only,  but  alfo  where  you  find  it 
neceffary  to  put  men  on  board  fuch  Ships  or  Veffells,  to 
take  an  accompt  of  all  Goods  laden  on  board  them,  and  if 
any  of  the  aforefide  forts  of  Goods  fliall  be  found  on  board 
for  wc.h  there  is  noe  warrant,  you  are  to  feize  and  profecute 
the  fame  according  to  law. 

9.  You  are  to  take  notice,  that  if  the  Duties  appointed  by 
the  a6l  of  the  25  of  the  King  and  certifyed  to  haue  been 
payd  before  the  faid  goods  were  bro*  into  New  England,  in 
fuch  cafe,  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  payd  for  the  fame, 
neither  vpon  their  landing  in  New  England,  nor  upon  their 
fhipping  out  againe,  but  in  cafe  any  thereof  fliall  be  fhipped 
out,  you  are  to  take  care  that  the  fhip  do  firft  giue  fuf- 
ficient  'bond  with  One  Surety  as  aforefaid,  to  carry  the 
fame  to  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  only,  or  to  England, 
Wales,  or  Berwick,  or  fome  other  of  his  Ma^f5  Plantacons 
aforefaid. 

10.  You  are  to  keep  exadl  accompts  of  all  moneys  by  you 
reed,  or  Goods  in  lieu  thereof,  for  his  Malifs  Cuftomes  or  upon 
the  accompt  of  feizures  and  forfeitures  of  Ships  or  Goods, 
and  to  make  pfedl  Entryes  thereof  into  a booke  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpofe,  with  the  names  of  the  refpeftive  merchants 
entering  the  fame  with  the  Ships  names  and  their  Mar.s,  and 
the  burthen  of  the  Veffells,  and  to  what  place  bound,  and 
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you  are  to  take  efpeciall  care  to  informe  your  Selfe  rightly 
the  true  names  of  the  Veffells  and  their  Marf,  becaufe  many 
falacies  haue  been  comitted  and  frauds  practiced  by  chang- 
ing their  names,  and  obtruding  fidticious  names. 

11.  You  are  to  ufe  youre  utmoft  Endeavour  to  colleft  the 
Duty  in  money,  and  not  in  Goods,  and  what  of  neceffity  you 
muft  take  in  Goods,  you  are  to  endeavour  to  fell  to  the  beft 
advantage,  and  you  are  to  remitt  the  money  you  fhall  receiue 
for  the  faid  Dutyes,  by  good  bills  of  exchange  or  in  ready 
money,  to  Rich*  Kent,  Efqr?,  his  Mat,es  Receiuer  Generali 
and  Cafheir  of  his  Cuftomes,  or  to  the  Receiuer  Gen11,  and 
Cafheir  of  his  Matles  Cuftomes,  for  the  time  being,  refiding  in 
London,  and  to  fend  Duplicates  of  all  fuch  bills  of  Exchange 
to  us,  And  fuch  Goods  as  you  canot  difpofe  off,  you  are  to 
fhip  at  the  beft  conveniences  and  cheapeft  rates,  and  to  con- 
figne  them  to  Guy  Molefworth,  Efq!-,  his  Ma1?  Warehoufe 
keeper  in  the  port  of  London,  or  to  the  Warehoufe  keeper 
in  the  faid  port,  for  the  time  being,  and  you  are  to  fend 
Duplicates  of  the  Enuoyces  of  all  fuch  Goods. 

12.  You  are  at  the  end  of  every  6 months,  vidl,  the  25 
March,  & the  29  of  September  in  every  year,  to  make  vp  a 
Gen1!  accompt  of  all  the  whole  managem!  of  this  bufinefs, 
and  by  the  firft  opportunety  of  {flipping  fend  the  fame  to  vs 
together  wth  your  accompt  currant,  and  the  ballance  thereof 
either  in  money,  bills  or  Goods,  directed  or  configned  as 
aforefaid,  and  Duplicates  thereof  by  fome  other  Ship,  for 
fear  of  mifcarria^e. 

13.  And  for  the  further  aduantage  of  his  Maties  feruice  and 
Revenue  of  Cuftomes  in  this  Kingdome,  you  are  to  informe 
your  Selfe  whether  the  following  Lawes  relating  to  the 
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plantacon  trade,  as  to  foe  much  thereof  as  is  to  be  pformed 
within  the  feverall  Colonyes  of  New  England,  be  put  in 
efife&uall  execution,  vid*,  the  Aft  of  Nauigacon  made  in  the 
1 2th  year  of  his  Ma's  Reigne,  The  A6t  for  regulating  the 
plantacon  trade  made  in  the  22  and  23  yeares  of  his  Ma'f 
Reigne,  The  A61  for  Encouragem!  of  trade  made  in  the  15 
year  of  his  Maufs  Reigne,  particularly  for  all  Ships  or  Veffells 
that  fhall  proceed  to  any  of  the  Colonyes  of  New  England 
from  this  Kingdome,  the  Dominion  of  Wales  or  Town  of 
Berwick  upon  Tweed,  whether  Certificates  be  produced  to 
the  Gouernr.s  of  the  refpedtive  Colonyes,  or  fome  perfon  ap- 
pointed by  them  to  receiue  the  fame  from  fome  Cuffome 
houfe  of  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick,  vnder  the  hands  and 
Seales  of  the  cuftomer  or  patent  Collector  and  Compt°.r  or 
their  Deputies,  or  the  hand  of  the  Comiffion  Collector,  or 
his  Deputy,  or  two  of  them,  that  fuch  Ship  or  Veffell  hath 
giuen  bond  according  to  law  in  the  Port  from  whence  fhe 
fayled,  that  in  cafe  fhe  fhall  lade  any  of  the  Comodities, 
enumerated  by  thofe  lawes,  the  fame  fhall  be  by  fuch  Ship 
bro^  to  fome  port  of  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick,  & there 
put  on  Shoare,  and  for  fuch  Ships  or  Veffells  wch  fhall  come 
to  your  plantacon  from  any  other  port  or  place,  wc.h  are  by 
Law  pmitted  to  trade  there,  whether  fufficient  bond  with 
One  furetie,  if  giuen  to  the  faid  Gouenl",  or  whom  he  appoints 
to  receiue  the  fame  w*  Condicon  that  fuch  Ship  or  Veffell 
fhall  bring  all  fuch  of  the  faid  Goods  or  Comodities  as  fhe 
fhall  lade  to  England,  Wales  or  Berwick  only,  or  to  Eng- 
land, Wales,  or  Berwick  or  fome  other  of  his  Ma‘f  Plantacons, 
and  if  contrary  here-unto,  fuch  Ship  fhall  lade  any  of  the 
faid  Comodities  before  fuch  Certificate  produced,  or  bond 
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giuen  as  aforefaid,  you  are  to  take  care  that  fhe  be  feizecl 
and  profecuted  according  to  the  faid  A 61  of  Nauigacon,  & 
the  A61  for  regulating  the  plantacon  trade,  and  you  are  to 
ufe  your  utrnofl  Care  that  the  Securities  that  are  taken  by 
the  refpedtive  Gouernrs  in  New  England  be  of  fome  fufficient, 
able  pfons  and  Inhabitants  of  that  Countrey,  and  you  are 
not  to  pmit  any  Ship  to  load  any  of  the  enumerated  Goods 
in  any  of  his  Ma“?s  Colonyes  in  New  England,  upon  any 
Certificate  of  bond  haveing  been  giuen  in  Ireland,  but  in 
that  cafe  before  they  lade  anye  of  the  faid  plantacon  Como- 
dities  they  are  to  giue  bond  to  the  Gouernr,  or  Deputy 
Gouern'  of  the  refpeftive  Colonyes  of  New  England,  in  wc!* 
fuch  Ship  is  w*  good  Security  as  aforefaid,  And  for  the  bet- 
ter avoyding  falfe  and  counterfeit  Certificates,  you  are  to 
admitt  of  noe  Certificate  of  any  Shipps  haueing  giuen  bond, 
nor  of  any  Ships  haveing  difcharged  her  Lading  in  Eng- 
land, Wales,  or  Berwick,  but  fuch  as  fhall  come  to  you 
vnder  the  hands  and  feales  of  the  Cuftomer,  or  Patent  Col- 
leffy  and  ComptT,  or  their  Deputies,  or  the  hand  of  the 
Comiffion  Colledt,  or  his  Deputy,  or  two  of  them  of  the 
port  where  they  gaue  bond  or  unladed  refpedlively,  we 
haueing  required  the  faid  refpedlive  officers,  both  in  the 
port  of  Lond°,  and  the  out  ports,  to  Signe  and  Seale  fuch 
Certificates  accordingly,  And  we  herew*!1  Deliuer  to  you  one 
of  each  of  the  Impreffions  for  each  Colony  in  New  Eng- 
land, for  the  better  detection  of  fuch  frauds. 

14.  You  are  to  take  notice  that  altho  by  the  A 61  of  Navi- 
gacon,  the  word  Ireland  is  inferted  in  the  condition  of  the 
bond  w1!1  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick,  and  pmiffion  thereby 
given  to  bring  the  plantacon  Comodities  to  Ireland  as  well 

as 
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as  England  &c : Yet  by  the  ACt  for  better  regulating  the 
plantacon  trade,  the  word  Ireland  is  wholly  repealed,  and 
the  condicon  of  all  fuch  bonds  muft  be  to  bring  theire 
refpeCtive  Ladings  to  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  only, 
or  to  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick,  or  fome  of  his  Ma“ 
Plantacons. 

15.  You  are  carefully  to  informe  yr.  Selfe  whether  any  of 
the  Comodities  of  the  growth,  production  or  manufacture  of 
Europe  are  Imported  into  any  of  the  Colonyes  in  New  Eng- 
land, other  then  fuch  as  fhall  be  bro*  direCtly  from  this  King- 
dome,  the  Dominion  of  Wales,  or  Town  of  Berwick,  & in 
fuch  fhipping  and  foe  nauigated  as  by  law  is  directed,  except 
Wines  fhipped  or  laden  in  the  Mederas  or  Wefterne  Iflands  or 
Azores,  of  the  growth  of  either  of  them,  fervants  and  horfes 
fhipped  and  taken  in  in  Scotland  or  Ireland  of  the  growth  or 
production  thereof  refpeCtively  in  Ships  qualifyed  and  naui- 
gated as  aforefaid,  And  you  are  to  be  the  more  carefull  in 
regard  to  the  ffrench  trade,  as  to  the  principall  Comodities 
thereof  with  England  is  prohibited,  and  therefore  that  en- 
deavours will  be  ufed  to  furnifh  the  plantacons  therewith 
by  indireCt  wayes  and  means,  and  if  any  Ship  or  Veffell 
fhall  Import  any  other  Comodities  of  the  growth,  produc- 
tion, or  manufacture  of  Europe  of  w?h  due  proof  fhall  not 
be  made  that  they  were  fhipped  and  laden  in  fome  port  of 
England,  Wales,  or  Berwick,  the  fame  Ship  or  Veffell,  is 
forfeited  with  her  Guns,  Tackle,  Apparell,  &c. : And  alfo 
all  fuch  European  Comodities  wc.h  you  are  to  take  care  be 
feized  and  profecuted  according  to  law  and  his  Maties  Procla- 
mation, purfuant  there vnto  of  the  24  November,  in  the  27 
Year  of  his  Mallfs  Reigne,  (copy  whereof  we  herew*!1  deliver 
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to  you),  And  you  are  to  vfe  yof  utmoft  dilligence  that  thefe 
matters  be  managed  according  therevnto,  and  to  giue  us 
notice  of  any  failure  therein. 

1 6.  And  for  the  preuention  of  frauds,  you  are  further  to 
informe  yoT  Selfe  whether  any  Ship  or  Veffell  coming  to  any 
of  the  Colonyes  in  New  England,  lade  or  unlade  any  Como- 
dities  whatfoeuer,  untill  the  May  or  Comander  thereof  fhall 
firft  haue  made  known  to  the  Gouernr,  or  Deputy  Gouernr 
of  fuch  Colony,  or  whom  he  fhall  appoint  to  that  purpofe, 
the  arivall  of  fuch  Ship  or  Veffell,  w11.1  her  name  and  the 
name  and  the  fname  of  the  Mar,  and  have  fheued  him  that 
file  is  an  Englifh  built  Veffell,  or  otherwife  quallifyed  and 
nauigated  as  aforefaid,  and  do  deliuer  unto  him,  a true  and 
pfedt  Inuentory  of  her  lading,  together  with  the  place  or 
places  where  fuch  Goods  were  taken  in. 

17.  And  for  the  better  preuention  of  Ships  trading  in  his 
Ma1'.65  Colonyes  in  New  England,  w0!1  by  law  ought  not  to 
trade  there,  & for  preventing  the  Importacon  of  European 
Goods  thither,  contrary  to  law,  and  alfo  for  preuenting  Ships 
laden  with  the  enumerated  plantacon  Comodities  going  to 
Scotland  or  Ireland,  or  any  other  parts,  but  to  England, 
Wales,  or  Berwick,  or  to  fome  other  of  his  Ma‘f  Plantacons, 
you  are  with  y°.r  Accompt  wc.h  you  are  to  fend  to  us  every 
Six  months,  to  tranfmit  to  us  alfo  an  Accompt  of  each  Veffell, 
that  during  fuch  fix  months  hath  entered  Inwards  and  Out- 
wards in  the  refpedtiue  Colonyes  in  New  England,  accord- 
ing to  the  forme  herewith  deliuered  to  you. 

18.  In  all  cafes  where  bond  hath  been  given  by  any  Ship 
or  Veffell  to  the  Gouernr,  or  Deputy  Gouerny,  in  any  of  his 
Ma“f  Colonyes  in  New  England.  If  you  can  difcouer  and 

make 
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make  proof  that  any  fuch  Ship  or  Veffell  hath  difcharged 
her  Lading  contrary  to  her  bond,  or  that  a conuenient  time 
hath  paffed  in  expeCtacon  of  the  returne  of  a Certificate, 
after  unlading,  according  to  tenor  of  her  bond,  and  that 
noe  Certificate  is  returned,  you  are  to  take  care  that  the 
bond  be  put  in  procefs,  and  if  a Certificate  be  produced,  you 
are  well  and  carefully  to  examine  fuch  Certificate  as  afore- 


19.  You  fhall,  after  Lady  Day  in  every  year,  giue  us  an 
Accompt  what  Comodities  and  Manufacture  are  rayfed  and 
made  in  his  Mat!fs  feuerall  Colonyes  in  New  England,  and 
what  Ships  and  Veffells  do  belong  to  each  of  the  faid  Col- 
onyes, w*  their  refpeCtive  burthens,  and  to  what  Townes  or 
places  they  belong,  and  what  nature,  vidl,  whether  Ships, 
Pinckes,  Ketches,  &c, : broad  fternes  or  narrow  ftearnes,  fore- 
caftle  or  noe  forecaftle,  Englifh  built  or  forreigne  built,  and 
what  trade  or  trades  to  fea,  are  principally  driven  in  each  of 
the  faid  Colonyes.  Ed.  Dering 


9th  July,  1678 

Edward  Randolph  to  [William  Stoughton?] 

M afl'achiifetts  Hijlorical  Society  Co  lie  Elions , Sixth  Series , vol.  iii.,  p 457. 


SR,  — The  inclofed  is  a coppy  of  a petition  delivered  in 
to  ye  Councill  yefterday  by  the  agents  of  Warwick.  It  is 
ordered  thereupon  that  a coppy  thereof  be  fent  to  ye  Bofton 


faid. 


Cuftome  Houfe,  Lond 


Ch.  Cheyne 
G.  Downing 
John  [Webster?] 


July  18^  1678 
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agents  and  that  they  anfwer  to  as  much  as  concernes  theire 
governm*.  I am  taking  out  one  order  for  one  of  ye  peti- 
tions & thought  to  have  gott  them  both  in  one  order,  but 
muft  have  2 diftindt  orders  for  ye  petitions,  which  will  be 
refer’d  to  the  determination  of  fome  judicature  in  New 
Engd.  I feare  therefore  that  I fhall  not  gett  a pofitive 
direction  from  the  King  as  you  intended,  but  feare  not  but 
I will  gett  you  into  fome  place  of  profitt  & advantage,  & 
am  therefore  petitioning  the  King,  for  the  better  obfervation 
of  the  lawes  of  trade,  to  have  all  the  forts  & cattles  by  his 
comm5.8  putt  into  the  hands  of  fuch  as  I may  anfwere  for,  & 
to  that  end  have  made  a map  of  the  bay  of  Bofton,  that  the 
King  may  fee  the  neceffity  thereof.  W1  money  I lay  out 
in  yr  bufines  fhall  account  at  our  next  meeting.  Pray  let 
me  heare  from  you,  but  be  affured  that  all  thofe  petitions 
will  the  fooner  bring  the  whole  matter  to  a determination. 
Wifhing  a good  voyage  & fafe  arrivall,  I am,  Sr. 

Yor  faithfull  freind  & fed 

E : Randolph. 

Agents  asked  if  they  have  power  to  sue  for  a 

New  Charter. 

State  Papers , Colonial  Entry  Book , 105,  p.  261. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantacons 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Tuefday  the  30^  of  July  1678. 

Prefent : Lord  Privy  Seale,  Earl  of  Northampton,  Earl 
of  Craven,  Lord  Geo : Berkley,  Mr  Secne  Coventry,  Mr  Secr.y 
Williamfon. 
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Deputies  of 
Warwick. 


Their  Lops  having  received  His  Maties  Reference  of  the 
Uzc]  1 7*  of  July  laft  vpon  the  Petition  of  Randal 

[Randall]  Holden  and  John  Green  in  behalfe  of  them- 
„r  . , . felves,  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  War- 
New-Engid  wick  in  New  England ; complaining  of  the  great 
calamities  they  have  vndergone,  as  well  by  the  Violence  of 
the  Maffachufets,  as  by  the  vnjuft  proceedings  of  ye  Com- 
miffioners  in  awarding  to  one  William  Harris  of  Patuxet 
the  Lands  belonging  to  the  Petitioners,  and  His  Ma*.y  having 
been  pleafed  to  Order  fuch  part  of  the  faid  Petition  as  con- 
cernes  the  Maffachufets  Colony,  to  bee  delivered  vnto  their 
Agents  here,  that  they  might  return  their  Anfwer  vnto  the 
Committee ; their  Lops  take  the  fame  into  their  confidera- 
tion,  and  diredl  a copie  thereof  to  bee  delivered 
vnto  the  Men  of  Warwick  (together  with  a copie 
of  the  peticon  of  Richard  Smith  and  others  referred  by  an 
Order  of  Council  of  ye  fame  date,  concerning  the  Jurif- 
didiion  of  the  Narraganfet  Countrey)  who  are  to  make  their 
reply  to  the  Objections  contained  therein. 

And  many  of  their  Lops  doe,  from  thefe  Diffentions  among 
the  Colonies,  inferr  ye  great  neceffity  there  is  for 
His  Mali.e  to  appoint  fome  General  Governor,  or 
fome  Supreme  Authority  over  them. 

After  which  their  Lop.s  being  moved  at  the  defire  of  the 
Agents  of  Bofton  that  they  might  have  leave  to  goe  home, 
the  debate  of  that  matter  is  entred  into.  And  Sf  Robert 
General  Report.  Southwell  gives  an  account  of  the  Report  hee 
had  in  hand  of  the  whole  matter  from  the  Root,  which 
when  ready  will  enable  their  Lops  to  take  final  refolutions 
vpon  the  whole  affair  of  New  England. 


General 

Governor, 


The 
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The  Minutes  of  the  8^  of  April  laft  are  likewife  read, 
and  the  points  intimated  to  the  Agents  foe  long  fince  are 
argued  over  again,  which  confirm  many  of  their  Lops  in 
their  opinions,  that  the  Eftablifhment  of  a General  Gov- 
ernor, and  of  a fit  Judicature  there,  for  the  Determining  of 
differences,  is  become  altogether  neceffary. 

Whereupon  the  Agents  are  called  in,  and  being  demanded 
Agents  of  Boston.  what  Anfwer  they  had  received  from  their  Princi- 
pals touching  the  Points  intimated  to  them  by  the  Commit- 
tee at  feveral  times,  viz.  on  the  27th  of  July,  and  2d.  of  Auguffc 
1677,  they  make  Anfwer  that  the  General  Court  was  juft 
riling  when  their  Letters  were  received  in  Oftober  laft,  when, 
neverthelefs,  the  A 6i  of  Navigation  was  there  enforced. 
That  the  General  Court  hath  fince  met  for  th’  electing  of 
Officers  in  May  laft,  but  that  there  is  noe  full  account  of 
what  they  did,  the  Small-Pox  having  then  very  much  inter- 
rupted their  meeting. 

They  doe  farther  fay  they  did  always  expert  to  know  the 
full  mind  of  His  Maty  in  all  points,  to  bee  finaly  fignified 
vnto  them  by  their  Lops 

Being  likewife  afked  if  they  had  power  to  fue  for  a New 
New  Charter.  Charter,  for  that  their  Old  one  was  by  the  Report 
of  Mr  Attorney  and  Mr  Sollicitor  General  by  many  tranf- 
grefiions  and  forfeitures  become  void  (not  meaning  hereby 
what  original  defeats  it  might  have)  and  that  therefore  Hand- 
ing foe  much  in  need  of  His  Mad?s  Clemency,  they  ought  to 
bee  very  follicitous  for  His  Malirs  pardon  and  fuch  privileges 
as  were  fit : They  anfwer  that  they  had  not  hitherto  been 

acquainted  that  their  Charter  was  declared  void.  And  that 
although  they  had,  befides  the  Coyning  of  Money,  exercifed 
vol.  hi.  — 5 J urifdidlion 
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Jurifdiftion  on  Mr  Gorge’s  Country,  they  never  did  put  any 
Man  to  death,  and  that  till  the  Judges  did  lately  determine 
otherwife,  they  thought  they  had  liberty  foe  to  doe. 

Their  Lop.s  tell  them  they  doe  not  declare  their  Charter 
void,  but  only  intimate  to  them  the  condition  they  are  in, 
that  they  might  difpofe  themfelves  to  pray  of  His  Matl.e  what 
their  Cafe  requireth.  As  one  of  their  Lordps  faid  that  they 
had,  vpon  kiffing  His  Maties  hand,  promifed  to  fubmit  vnto 
His  Made  in  all  things.  But  as  to  the  Agents  defiring  either 
leave  to  goe  home  or  to  bee  j uftifyed  in  their  ftay,  they  are 
told  that  if  they  prepare  a Peticon  to  His  Ma^  in  Council, 
to  that  purpofe,  it  will  bee  intimated  to  them  that  their 
Stay  would  bee  convenient  even  for  their  own  intereft  and 
concernes. 

Sr  Robert  Southwell  is  Ordered  to  make  haft  with  the 
Great  Report.  great  Report,  and  to  ftate  therein  not  only  the 
Mifmanageirfi  of  their  powers,  but  their  management  with- 
out Powers ; to  ftate  clearly  the  whole  faft  from  the  begin- 
ning till  this  time ; and  then  in  a feparate  paper  to  collect 
what  at  any  time  their  Lop.s  have  propofed  for  the  final 
Regulation  of  this  matter. 


The  III  Treatment  the  Church  of  England  receives 

in  Boston. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  (174),  15  Jan.  i67§. 

Read  att  Com1.6.6  6 Feb.  1678. 

To  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Maj^ 

The  humble  Anfwer  of  Edward  Randolph  to  his  Majts 
Queftion  in  Councill 


What 
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What  difadvantage  doth  arife  to  perfons  inhabiting  the 
Maffachufets  Colony,  who  are  conformable  to  the  Church  of 
England. 

1.  They  have  not  the  ffree  Exercife  of  their  Religion,  be- 
ing conftrained  vnder  a ffine  to  attend  their  Congregational 
meetings  as  by  the  Law.  pa  45,  viz.  Every  perfon  fhall 
duly  refort  and  attend  thereunto  refpectiuely  on  the  Lords 
days  and  vpon  fuch  publick  ffaft  dayes,  and  dayes  of  Thankf- 
giving  as  are  to  be  generally  obferved  by  apointment  of 
Authority.  And  if  any  perfon  within  this  Jurifdiction  fhall 
without  Juft  and  neceffary  caufe  withdraw  himfelf  from  the 
publick  miniftry  of  the  word,  after  due  means  of  conviction 
vfed,  he  fhall  forfeit  for  his  abfence  from  every  fuch  publick 
meeting  ffiue  fhillings ; And  all  fuch  offences  may  be  heard 
and  determined  from  time  to  time  by  any  One  or  more 
Magiftrates. 

2.  They  are  not  admitted  to  be  ffreemen  nor  capable  of 
being  elected  into  the  Magiftracy  as  Law  pa.  43.  viz.  That 
no  perfon  being  a Member  of  any  Church  which  fhalbe 
gathered  without  the  approbation  of  the  Magiftrates  and 
the  faid  Churches  fhalbe  admitted  to  the  freedome  of  this 
Common  Wealth. 

It  is  therfore  humbly  prayed  in  behalf  of  his  Maj*.5  good 
and  loyall  Subjects  in  New  England,  That  in  the  meane 
time  till  his  Maty  fhall  haue  leifure  to  confider  the  further 
Settlement  of  that  Country,  That  his  Majts  pleafure  be  figni- 
fied  to  the  Maffachufets  and  the  other  Colonies  That  all 
perfons  declaring  to  the  next  Magiltrate  their  conformity  to 
the  Church  of  England,  having  taken  the  oath  of  Allegiance 
(without  taking  which  Oath  none  to  be  henceforth  capable 

of 


36  Edward  Randolph. 

of  ffreedome  or  Magiftracy)  be  forthwith  admitted  to  be 
ffreemen,  and  be  made  capable  of  being  chofen  to  the  Mag- 
iftracy and  other  places  of  truft;  and  Command,  and  to  haue 
an  Exemption  from  the  Laws  obliging  all  perfons  to  come 
to  their  Independent  and  congregational  Churches,  And 
that  all  Minifters  haue  ffree  liberty  to  read  divine  Service 
and  adminifter  the  Sacraments  of  Baptifme  and  the  Lords 
Supper  according  to  the  Rights  [rites]  of  the  Church  of 
England. 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall  15  Jan  167!. 
His  Majte  in  Councill  is  pleafed  to  referr  this  anfwer  to  ye 
R!  honb!e  the  Committee  of  Trade  & plantacons  who  are  to 
confider  the  fame  and  Report  to  his  Maj1.6  what  their  Lop.s 
judg  fit  to  be  done  therupon. 

Robert  Southwell. 

\_Endorfed~\  Anfwer  of  Ed.  Randolph 

concerning  the  Church  of  England 
in  New  England. 

Concerning  the  sending  of  an  Orthodox  Minister  to 

' New  England. 

Slate  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book,  105,  p.  295. 

At  the  Comittee  of  Trade  and  Plantacons 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Thurfday  the  6*  of  Febr.ie  167I. 

Prefent:  Lord  Privy  Seale,  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  Earl  of 
Bridgewater,  Lord  Chamberlane,  Earl  of  Effex,  Earl  of 
Craven,  Earl  of  Bath,  Earl  of  Alefbury,  hd.  Bp  of  London, 
Mf  Sec7  Williamfon,  Ml  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

New  England.  The  Peticon  of  Edward  Randolph  is  read, 

Peticon  of  1 

M-  Randolph-  praying  their  Lop.s  to  confider  his  Anfwer  con- 


cerning 
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cerning  the  Church  of  England  referred  by  an  Order  of 
Council  of  the  15th  of  January  laft,  as  alfoe  to  Report  in 
Minister.  Council  the  neceffity  of  fending  an  Orthodox  Min- 
ifter to  New-England.  After  which  the  faid  Anfwer  is  read, 
Report.  and  agreed  to  Report  that  as  it  is  contrary  to  the 

motives  which  heretofore  induced  His  Mal.y  to  grant  His 
Royal  Charter  to  fuch  of  His  fubjects  as  were  willing  to 
tranfport  themfelves  to  New-England,  that  they  might  there 
enjoy  the  liberty  of  their  confcience ; and  it  being  likewife 
provided,  by  the  faid  Charter,  that  noe  Law  fhould  bee  there 
made  repugnant  to  thofe  of  England,  befides  the  readinefs 
Minister.  of  many  loyal  Inhabitants  to  receive  fuch  a Min- 
ifter as  might  preach  and  adminifter  the  Sacraments  accord- 
ing to  the  rights  of  the  Church  of  England,  their  Lops  are 
of  opinion  that  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  London  bee  directed  to 
appoint  forthwith  fome  able  Minifter  to  goe  and  refide  at 
Bofton  in  New-England,  and  to  appoint  foe  many  others, 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  Country  fhall  bee  willing  to  main- 
tain And  whereas  it  appears,  by  the  printed  Laws  of  the 
Maffachufets-bay,  that  great  difcouragements  and  penalties 
are  laid  vpon  thofe  who  abfent  themfelves  from  Divine  Ser- 
vice as  it  is  now  eftablifhed  here, 

And  that  noe  perfon,  being  a Member  of  any  Church 
which  fli all  bee  gathered  without  the  approbation  of  the 
Magiftrats,  fhall  bee  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  that 
Comon  Wealth,  their  Lop.s  will  farther  advife  His  Ma‘!e  that 
all  perfons  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  joyning  them- 
felves with  the  Congregation  of  the  Minifter  to  bee  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  London  and  having  obtained  a Cer= 
tificate  vnder  the  hand  of  the  faid  Minifter  and  three  of  ye 

faid 
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faid  Congregation,  of  their  conformity  to  the  Church  of 
England  fhall  bee  by  His  Ma^’s  exprefs  Orders  declared  as 
capable  of  all  freedoms  and  privileges  as  any  other  perfon 
whatfoever,  and  that  all  penaltys.  impofed  on  fuch  perfons 
by  reafon  of  ye.ir  abfenting  or  withdrawing  themfelves  from 
any  other  public  meetings  of  Divine  Service  fhall  bee  taken 
off,  and  the  Laws  inflicting  the  fame  forthwith  repealed. 


Proposals  about  collecting  Customs. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book  105,  p.  312. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantacons 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Saturday  the  22t.h  Feb:  1678. 

Prefent : Marquefs  of  Worcefter,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  E: 
Craven,  Mr.  Chancy  of  ye  Excheqy,  My  Sec?  Coventry. 

New  England.  Mr  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqy  acquaints  the 

Committee  with  the  deflre  of  my  Lord  Treafurer,  that  they 
mi  Randolph,  would  conflder  a Paper  prefented  to  his  Lop,  by 
Mr  Randolph,  touching  the  Cufloms  in  New  England,  and 
the  manner  how  to  defray  ye  Contingent  charges  in  the 
execution  of  his  place,  as  Collector  and  Surveyor  of  His 
Maty.’s  Cufloms  there ; Whereupon  Mr  Randolph  being  called 
in,  and  offering  another  paper  containing  feveral  points 
neceffary  towards  the  reducing  that  people  to  their  due 
obedience  to  His  Ma?,  which  hee  prays  may  bee  forthwith 
confldered  and  ordered  that  thereby  hee  may  bee  the  better 
enabled  to  purfue  his  Inflrudtions  ; their  Lop.s  taking  notice 
that  Sir  Robert  Southwell  is  preparing  a General  Report 
touching  the  paft  and  prefent  State  of  New  England,  order 

thofe 
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thofe  Papers  to  bee  put  into  his  hands  that  hee  may  confider 
to  Report  to  the  Committee  what  Points  are  fit  immediately 
to  bee  agreed  for  Mr  Randolph’s  difpatch,  and  what  are 
more  proper  to  bee  referved  for  the  General  Report. 


Proposalls  abT  ye  Massaciiusets.  [by  Randolph.] 

State  Papers , Colotiial , Bundle  53  179],  22  Feb.  1 07 1-. 

To  the  Right  Hono—  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
of  Trade  and  Plantations. 

ffor  the  better  eftablifhing  his  Maj1 2 3?  Authority  in  New  Eng- 
land, It  is  humbly  propofed  That  his  Maj?  Commands  figni- 
fied  in  his  Royal  Letters  of  June  1662  then  fent  to  the 
MalTachufets  Colony  and  by  them  vntill  this  time  negledted, 
be  required  to  be  duly  obferved. 

1.  That  the  Number  of  Magiftrates  in  that  Colony  be  not 
fewer  then  Eighteen. 

2.  That  all  Lawes  repugnant  to  the  Lawes  of  England  be 
declared  void  and  repealed  at  the  next  General  Court  at 
Bofton,  And  no  Law  for  the  future  to  be  valid  and  of  force 
amongft  them  till  allowed  of  and  confirmed  by  his  Ma,y  in 
Councill. 

3.  All  Inhabitants  taking  the  oath  of  Allegiance  fas  di- 
rected in  his  MaV  Letters  to  that  Government  of  the  . . . Aprill 
laft)  be  therevpon  declared  ffreemen  and  accordingly  admit- 
ted to  all  the  Rights  and  privileges  of  ffreemen  and  that 
who  ever  vpon  tender  made  fhall  refufe  taking  the  faid 
oath  vpon  fuch  his  refufal  be  ipfo  facto  made  vncapable  of 
voting  or  acting  as  a ffreeman. 


4- 
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4.  ffor  the  prefent  Security  of  that  Country  from  fforraigne 
or  Indian  invafion  vntill  his  Maty  fhall  pleafe  to  appoint  a 
General  Governor  That  Jofiah  Window  Efqr  (late  General 
of  the  fforces  of  the  vnited  Colonies  in  the  Indian  Warre) 
may  be  appointed  his  Maj*.3  Major  General  of  that  whole 
plantation;  That  John  Winthrop  Efqr,  Major  Dennifon, 
Major  Savage,  Major  Bradford,  Major  Treat,  Major  Talcot, 
Major  Shapley,  Major  Cranfton,  Major  Phillips,  Capt5  Cham- 
pernoon,  Captaine  Saltonflall,  Capt5  Holden,  Capt5  Green, 
Capt5  Richard  Smith  and  Capt5  Sanford,  be  conflituted 
Deputy  Leiwtenants  by  his  Maj*.3  Commiffion  to  fettle  the 
Militia  of  the  Several  Colonies,  and  to  giue  out  Commiffions 
for  the  future  only  in  his  Maj1?  Name. 

All  which  is  humbly  propofed  and 

Submitted  to  yor  Lordfhips  by 

Edw?  Randolph. 

Read  22  Feb  : 167!. 

Referred  to  Sr  Rob?  Southwell. 

Randolph’s  Petition  for  Reward;  &c. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Entry  Book , 105,  p.  316. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Munday  the  3?  of  March  167I. 

Prefent : Earl  of  Effex,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Earl  of  Craven, 
Mr  Chancf  of  ye  Excheqr 

New  Engl1?  A Report  from  Sr  Robert  Southwell  to  their 

Lop.3  concerning  the  difpatch  of  Mr  Randolph  to  New  Eng- 
land is  read  and  approved:  together  with  an  Anfwer  to  a 
Paper  prefented  by  Mr  Randolph  to  the  Lord  Treafurer, 

touching 
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touching  the  Cuftoms  in  New  England,  and  an  allowance  for 
ye  contingent  charges  of  his  Office  of  Collector.  Which  is 
thereupon  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr  Chancellor  of  ye  Exche- 
quer for  the  Ld  Treafurer’s  information. 

Vpon  reading  the  Petition  of  My  Randolph  praying  a 
Mr  Randolph.  Reward  for  his  long  attendance  on  His  MaCs  Ser- 
aJfiv^d  heredyiph  vice  in  relation  to  New  Engld  It  is  agreed  to  Re- 

10th  of  Sept : . _ . 01 

1676,  and  his  Sal-  port  vnto  His  Ma.,  I hat  his  prelent  Salary  of 

ary  as  Collector  x J 

yfr2ufodfujufnem  one  hundred  pounds  p ann  as  Colledtor  of  the 
tKe^Qnfe°proposed Cuftoms  doe  commence  from  the  time  of  his 
arrival  out  of  New-England,  and  bee  paid  him 
accordingly  out  of  the  Cuftoms.  Their  Lop.s  likewife  agree 
to  acquaint  my  Lord  Treafurer  by  letter  with  the  matter  of 
Sy  Robert  Southwell’s  Report  as  alfoe  of  the  danger  in  fend- 
ing over  a Collector  of  the  Cuftoms  to  New  England,  vntill 
there  bee  further  progrefs  made  for  fetling  that  Country. 

S*  RobT  Southwells  report  concerning  M*  Randolph’[s] 

PROPOSALLS. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  53  (180). 

Read  8 March  : 167!  : 

May  it  pleafe  Yoy  Lop.s 

Having,  by  your  Lops  commands,  confidered  the  four  Ar- 
ticles propofed  by  Mr  Randolph,  on  the  2 2d  inftant,  I doe 
not  find  that  hee,  therein,  does  defire  that  His  Ma\y  fhould 
now,  by  him,  fend  all  thofe  Orders  for  Reformation  which 
were  there  expreft,  though  I doubt  not  but  his  Bufines  would 
thrive  much  the  better  if,  on  his  prefenting  fuch  Orders,  there 
could  any  hopes  of  obedience  bee  expected  thereupon.  But 

VOL.  III.  — 6 His 
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His  Ma4ifs  Commiffioners,  who  did  never  attempt  foe  great 
Reformations  as  are  there  propofed,  were  yet  withflood  and 
defeated  in  their  bufinefs.  Wherefore,  fince  the  whole  Cafe 
of  New  England  is  in  preparation  for  Your  Lop’s  View,  and 
in  order  to  enable  your  Lopsto  give  His  Maty  advice  how  to 
fleer  in  all  the  parts  of  that  great  concern,  which  will  require 
fome  charge  and  inftruments  of  confideration  to  compafs  the 
fame,  I humbly  conceive  Mr  Randolph  muft  leave  the  points 
propofed  behind  him,  that  they  may  bee  maturely  weighed, 
as  parts  of  the  General  Report  that  are  in  preparation,  leaft 
His  Matys  intentions  fhould  bee  foiled  for  the  want  of  Autho- 
rity in  Mr  Randolph  to  fupport  them. 

All  wc.h  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted. 


Lett1!  from  the  Commtee  to  the  Lord  Trear,  touching 

ME  Randolph. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Entry  Book  60,  p.  343,  10  Mar.  167%. 

After  Our  very  hearty  commendations  vnto  your  Lo? 
Wee  having  reced  intimation  from  Mr  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheqr  That  yor  Lo?  defired  our  confideracon  of  a Paper 
prefented  by  Mr  Randolph  containing  feverall  heads  which 
concerned  the  better  execution  of  his  employm4?  of  Colledlor, 
Surveyor  and  Searcher  in  N : England  and  how  the  charges 
incident  to  thofe  employmts  might  be  fupported  otherwife 
than  from  His  Mal,fs  Excheq^  and  alfo  how  the  faid  Mr  Ran- 
dolph might  be  armed  with  authority  fufficient  to  carry  him 
through  the  Execution  of  the  fame  Wee  haue  upon  this 
occafion  reflected  on  what  hath  happened  in  New  EngP 
fince  His  Ma4?  Refto ration  and  do  find  not  only  by  the 
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affronts  and  rejection  of  thofe  Comm?  wc?  His  Mat!.e  fent 
over  in  1665,  but  by  the  whole  current  of  their  behaviour 
fince,  That  untill  His  Ma'1.6  fhall  give  thofe  His  Subjefls  to 
underhand  that  hee  is  folemnly  bent  upon  a generall  reforma- 
con  of  the  abufes  in  their  Governm!  Wee  cannot  hope  for 
any  good  from  the  fingle  endeavours  of  any  Officer  that 
may  there  bee  fent,  but  rather  contradiction  and  difrefpeft  in 
all  that  fhall  bee  endeavoured  for  His  Mat!fs  Service  if  they 
will  but  call  it  an  infringem!  of  their  Charter  Nor  can 
Wee  think  how  any  the  charges  incident  to  thefe  Imploym? 
could  they  haue  any  fuccefsfull  Execution  could  bee  other- 
wife  fupported  than  from  His  Mati6S  Exchequer.  Wherefore 
feeing  there  is  now  in  preparation  fuch  a generall  State  of 
that  Colony  and  fuch  expedients  to  bee  offered  His  Ma?6  as 
may  bring  them  to  a dependance  on  His  Ma‘ies  authority 
equall  to  that  of  other  Colonies  which  Wee  think  His  Ma?es 
fteddy  refolution  may  effect.  Wee  therefore  leave  it  vnto 
your  Lop.s  confideration,  whether  it  bee  not  beft  to  fufpend 
the  departure  of  any  fuch  Officer  vntill  there  bee  a finall 
refolution  taken  in  this  matter.  And  fo  Wee  bid  yor  Lop. 
heartily  farewell. 

from  the  Councill  Chamber  this  io1!1  of  March  167I. 

Your  Lop.s  very  loving  friends 
Effex  Bridgewater 

Northampton  Craven  Ailefbury 

Sunderland  Clarendon  G.  Carteret. 

J.  Ernie. 


R.  Southwell. 


Agents 
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Agents  return  home,  &c. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book , 106,  p.  8. 

[Whitehall.  20  May.  1679.] 

Their  Lop.s,  taking  into  confederation  the  bufinefs  of  New 
New  England.  England  as  it  concernes  the  Colony  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets,  and  finding  the  Agents,  after  a long  attendance, 
very  impatient  to  return  home,  agree  to  Report  vnto  His 
Maty,  that  fuch  a Letter  bee  forthwith  written  to  that  Col- 
ony, as  may  keep  things  there  in  a fair  way  of  amendment, 
vntil  a fitter  feafon  fliall  prefent  to  re-affume  this  whole 
bufinefs,  Which  letter  is  to  fet  forth  as  followeth,  viz*  That, 
vpon  the  inftance  of  the  Agents,  His  Maty  has  confented  to 
their  returne,  the  rather  becaufe  the  profecution  of  the 
Popifh  Plot  had  not  left  a fufficient  leafure  for  a perfect 
fettlement  of  that  Colony,  and  that  neither  of  thefe  Agents 
had  any  Commiffion  concerning  thofe  matters,  notwithffand- 
ing  His  Matys  former  intimations  to  that  purpofe,  that  there- 
fore His  Maty  commands  them  to  fend  over  two  other 
perfons  within  fix  months  to  bee  fully  inftrudted  therein. 

That  it  is  expedded  that,  by  the  information  of  the  Agents, 
that  Goverment  would  intercede  for  His  Maties  favor. 

That  His  Maty  was  well  fatisfied  to  find  that  the  Inhab- 
itants had  foe  readily  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance.  And 
that  His  Ma^  doth  expedd  that  His  Letter  of  the  S*!1  of  June 
1662,  bee  complyed  with,  foe  as  that  thofe  who  defire  to 
ferve  God  in  the  way  of  the  Church  of  England  bee  made 
capable  of  Magiftracy,  and  that  neither  they  nor  any  other 
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bee  fubjeft  to  forfeitures  or  other  incapacities  for  the  fake 
of  their  Religion. 

That  there  bee  noe  other  diftindlion  in  making  Freemen 
than  that  they  bee  men  of  competent  Eftates  ratable  at  ten 
fhillings,  according  to  the  Law  of  the  place,  and  that  they 
bee  alfoe  made  capable  of  ye  Magiftracy. 

That  His  Mal.y  thinks  fit  that  the  ancient  number  of 
eighteen  Afliftants  bee  obferved  according  to  their  Charter. 

That  none  bee  admitted  to  any  privilege  or  Office  without 
taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  And  that  all  Military  Com- 
miffions  and  proceedings  of  Juftice  may  run  in  His  Ma1'.63 
name. 

That  they  are  to  abolifh  all  Laws  inconfiftent  with  the 
A6ts  of  Trade  and  Navigation;  for  the  better  obfervance 
whereof  they  are  to  affift  Mr.  Randolph  in  the  difcharge  of 
his  trufL 

That  His  Matyr  doth  take  it  very  ill  that,  while  the  com- 
plaint of  Mr.  Gorges  was  yet  vnder  confideration,  they  fhould 
prefume  to  purchafe  His  intereft  in  the  Province  of  Maine. 
And  that  His  Maty  was  farther  informed  of  their  feverities 
vfed  to  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Province. 

And  that  as  to  that  part  of  New  Hampfhire  lying  three 
miles  to  ye  Northward  of  Merrimack  River,  His  Ma'.y  doth 
not  think  fit  to  gratify  them  with  ye  Goverment  thereof, 
being  refolv’d  to  take  the  fame  into  his  own  Immediate 
Care,  and  therefore  requiring  them  to  recal  all  Commiffions 
and  Powers  of  Goverment  fetled  by  them  in  that  Province. 
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Report  approved,  with  certain  amendments. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book , io 6,  p.  21. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantations 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Thurfday  the  19^  of  June  1679. 

Prefent : Lord  Prefident,  Lord  Chamberlane,  Earl  of 
Bridgewater,  Earl  of  Sunderland,  Vifcof  Halifax,  My  Secrle 
Coventry,  Ml  Powle. 

New  England.  There  is  prefented  vnto  their  Lop.s  a Report 
concerning  New  England,  ordered  the  20*  of  May  laft, 
which  their  Lops  approve  with  thefe  amendments. 

1.  Where  it  is  faid  That  noe  perfon  diffenting  from  the 
Congregational  way  fhall  be  lyable  to  any  incapacity,  it  is 
thought  fit  that  Papifts  bee  excepted. 

2.  Their  Lop.s  look  vpon  the  prefumption  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets  in  buying  the  Province  of  Maine  while  the  Com- 
plaints of  Mr  Gorges  were  vnder  confideration,  to  bee  of  fuch 
Report.  evil  confequence  that  they  agree  to  Report  that, 
vpon  reimburfment  of  what  fhall  appear  to  have  been  paid 
for  the  fame,  that  Colony  bee  obliged  to  make  a Surrender 
of  all  Deeds  and  Writings  thereof  into  His  Maty.’s  hands. 

A Report  is  alfoe  read  concerning  Ml  Randolph,  purfuant 
Report.  to  a Minute  of  the  3d  of  March  laft,  wherein  their 
Lop.s  offer  their  opinions  that  Ml  Randolph  hath  been  very 
ferviceable  vnto  His  Ma‘.y  both  by  His  Informations  concern- 
c Particulars  of  mg  New  England,  and  by  his  long  attendance; 
Mar.r 3,^i6|g.]  and  that  therefore  he  may  have  a reward  [&c] 


Concerning 
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Concerning  Randolph’s  Salary. 


State  Papers , Colo?iial,  Entry  Book , 60,  p.  359. 

At  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
2ol.h  June  1679 

Prefent:  The  King’s  moft  Exe!  Matie  in  Councill 


Ordr  & Report 
for  1 75li  for  a 
reward  to 
Mr  Randolph. 
[Substance  of 
Report  given 
in  meeting  of 
June  19th.] 


. . His  Mat!.e  being  fenlible  of  the  good 

fervices  done  him  by  My  Randolph  both  in  New 
England  and  during  his  attendance  here  was 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  approve  the  faid  Report  and  to  order 
as  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  R1  Honb!e  the  Lords  Commr.s 
of  the  Treary  do  take  care  that  the  falary  payable  unto  Mf 
Randolph  as  Colledtor,  Surveyor  and  Searcher  of  His  Mat!.es 
Cuftomes  in  New  England  do  commence  from  the  Tenth  of 
Septemby  1676  at  which  time  hee  arrived  here  from  thofe 
parts  So  that  hee  may  receive  for  a reward  of  his  faid 
Services  the  Summe  of  175ft  as  Salary  due  unto  him  from 
the  faid  Tenth  of  Septemy  1676  untill  the  I21!1  of  June  1678 
from  which  time  hee  has  been  already  paid  in  confideracon 
of  his  faid  Office  in  New  England 


Order  in  Council. 

M ajfach u fetts  Hijlorical  Society  Collections,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  II.,  p.  289. 

At  Whitehall,  the  20*  of  June,  1679.  Prefent,  The  King’s 
moft  excellent  Majeftie. 

_ , The  Right  Honble  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 

MasZcfusetts  in  of  Trade  and  Forreigne  Plantacions  did  this  day 
New  England.  prepent.  ifts  Majeftie  in  Councell  a Report  in 

the  words  following, 


May 


48  Edward  Randolph. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majeftie. 

Wee  having  taken  the  bufmefs  of  New  England,  as  it 
concernes  the  Colony  of  the  Maffachufetts,  into  our  Confid- 
eration,  and  finding  the  prefent  conjuncture  is  not  very 
favourable  for  fettling  and  eftablifhing  what  concerns  your 
Majeftie  s fervice  there  in  fuch  method  as  were  to  be  wifh’t 
and  towards  which  worke  we  haue  prepared  and  are  pre- 
paring many  Materialls  now  under  the  care  of  Sr  Robert 
Southwell,  and  finding  the  Agents,  after  a long  attendance 
here,  very  impatient  to  return  home,  Wee  prefume  to  offer 
your  Matie  for  your  approbation,  fuch  a Draught  of  a Letter . 
to  be  writ  unto  that  Colony,  as  may  keep  things  in  a fair 
and  probable  way  of  amendment,  untill  a fitter  feafon  fhall 
prefent  more  effe&ually  to  reaffume  the  care  of  this  whole 
matter.  And  the  faid  Letter  is  as  followeth : 

Charles  R. 

Trufiy  and  well  beloved,  Wee  greet  you  well.  Thefe  our 
letters  are  to  accompany  our  trufiy  and  well  beloved  Wil- 
liam Stoughton  and  Peter  Bulkley,  Efqr.s,  your  Agents,  who 
having  manifefted  to  us  great  neceffity  in  their  domefiic  con- 
cernes to  returne  back  into  New  England,  Wee  have  gra- 
cioufiy  confented  thereunto,  and  the  rather  becaufe,  for 
many  months  pafi  our  Councill  hath  been  taken  up  in  the 
difcovery  and  profecution  of  a popifh  plott,  and  yet  there 
appears  little  profpeCt  of  any  fpeedy  leafure  for  entring 
upon  fuch  regulation  in  your  affaires  as  is  certainly  necef- 
fary,  not  only  in  refpeCt  of  our  dignity  but  of  your  owne 
perfect  fettlement.  But  it  is  very  probable  that  if  either 
your  faid  agents  had  brought  commiflion  to  intermeddle  in 
fuch  regulation  (which  they  have  difowned)  or  that  you  had 

fent 


Documents  and  Letters. 


49 

fent  fiich  commiffion  after  them,  when,  from  time  to  time, 
intimations  were  given  them  of  what  wee  did  expedt,  and 
what  wee  were  thereupon  willing  to  grant,  neither  their  flay 
had  been  thus  long,  nor  had  the  matter  now  been  undeter- 
mined. Wee  muff  therefore  attend  a further  opportunity 
for  this  work  and,  in  order  thereunto,  our  will  and  pleafure 
is,  that  you  fend  out  fuch  other  fitt  perfon  or  perfons,  duly 
inftrudted,  and  fend  them  in  fix  months  after  the  receipt  of 
thefe  our  letters,  that  they  may  here  attend  us  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  fame:  For  fmce  the  Charter,  by  its  frame  and 
contents,  was  originally  to  be  executed  in  this  kingdome 
and  not  in  New  England,  otherwife  than  by  deputation  (as 
is  accordingly  pradlifed  in  all  other  charters  of  like  nature) 
’tis  not  poffible  to  eftablifh  that  perfedt  fettlement  wee  fo 
much  defire,  untill  thefe  things  are  better  underflood.  In 
the  meantime,  wee  doubt  not  but  the  bearers  hereof,  who 
have  demeaned  themfelves,  during  their  attendance,  with 
good  care  and  difcretion,  will,  from  their  owne  obfervations, 
acquaint  you  with  many  important  things  which  may  be  of 
fuch  ufe  and  advertifement  to  you  that  we  might  well  hope 
to  be  prevented,  by  your  applications,  in  what  is  expedted 
or  defired  by  us,  fo  much  it  is  your  interefl  to  propofe  and 
intercede  for  the  fame ; for  we  are  gracioufly  inclined  to 
have  all  paft  errors  and  miflakes  forgotten,  and  that  your 
condition  might  be  fo  amended  as  that  neither  your  fettle- 
ment, or  the  minds  of  our  good  fubjedls  there,  fhould  be  lya- 
ble  to  be  fliaken  and  difquieted  upon  every  complaint.  Wee 
have  heard,  with  fatisfaction,  of  the  great  readinefs  where- 
with our  good  fubjedls  there  have  lately  offered  themfelves 
to  the  taking  of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  is  a clear  mani- 
vol.  m.  — 7 feflation 
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feftation  to  us  that  the  unanfwerable  defedt  in  that  particu- 
lar was  but  the  fault  of  a very  few  in  power,  who  for  fo  longe 
a time  obfirudted  what  the  charter  and  our  expreffe  Com- 
mands obliged  them  unto,  as  will  appeare  in  our  gracious 
letters  of  the  28th  of  June,  in  the  fourteenth  yeare  of  our 
reigne ; and  wee  fhall  henceforth  expedt  that  there  will  be 
a fuitable  obedience  in  other  particulars  of  the  faid  letter,  as 
namely,  in  refpedt  of  freedom  and  liberty  of  confcience,  fo 
as  thofe  that  defire  to  ferve  God,  in  the  way  of  the  church 
of  England,  be  not  thereby  made  obnoxious  or  difcounte- 
nanced  from  their  fharing  in  the  government,  much  leffe 
that  they  or  any  other  of  our  good  fubjedts  (not  being 
Papifts)  who  do  not  agree  in  the  Congregationall  way,  be 
by  law  fubjected  to  fines  or  forfeitures,  or  other  incapacities, 
for  the  fame ; which  is  a feverity  to  be  the  more  wondered 
at,  whereas  liberty  of  confcience  was  made  one  principall 
motive  for  your  firfi;  tranfportation  into  thofe  parts ; nor  do 
wee  think  it  fitt,  that  any  other  diftindtion  be  obferved  in 
the  making  of  freemen,  than  that  they  be  men  of  competent 
efiates,  rateable  at  ten  fh filings,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
place,  and  that  fuch,  in  their  turnes,  be  alfo  capable  of  the 
magiftracy,  and  all  lawes  made  voyd  that  obftrudt  the  fame. 
And  becaufe  wee  have  not  obferved  any  fruits  or  advantage 
by  the  difpenfation  granted  by  us  in  our  faid  letters  of  June 
in  the  fourteenth  year  of  our  reign,  whereby  the  number  of 
affifiants,  fettled  by  our  charter  to  be  eighteen,  might  be  re- 
duced unto  the  number  of  tenn,  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
that  the  ancient  number  of  eighteen  be  henceforth  obferved, 
accord inor  to  the  letter  of  the  charter.  And  our  farther  will 

o 

and  pleafure  is,  that  all  perfons  coming  to  any  priveledge, 

trufi, 
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truft,  or  office  in  that  colony,  be  first  enjoyned  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  that  all  the  military  commiffions  as 
well  as  the  proceedings  of  juftice  may  run  in  our  royall 
name.  Wee  are  informed  that  you  have  lately  made  fome 
good  provifion  for  obferving  the  afts  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion, which  is  well  pleating  unto  us.  And  as  wee  doubt  not 
and  do  expeft  that  you  will  aboliffi  all  lawes  that  are  repug- 
nant to  and  inconfiftent  with  the  lawes  of  trade  with  us, 
Wee  have  appointed  our  trufty  and  well  beloved  fubjedl 
Edward  Randolph,  Efq;  to  be  our  collector,  furveyor  and 
fearcher,  not  only  for  that  colony,  but  for  all  other  our  colo- 
nies in  New  England,  conftituting  him,  by  the  broad  feal  of 
this  our  kingdome,  to  the  faid  employments,  and  therefore 
recommending  him  to  your  help  and  affiftance  in  all  things 
that  may  be  requifite  in  the  difcharge  of  his  truffi 

There  is  one  thing  which  wee  cannot  omit  to  let  you  know 
wee  are  furprized  at,  which  is,  that  during  the  time  wee  had 
the  complaints  of  Mr.  Gorges  under  our  con  fide  rati  on,  you 
ffiould  prefume,  without  afking  our  royall  permiffion,  to  pur- 
chafe  his  intereft  in  the  province  of  Maine,  the  truth  whereof 
is  but  lately  owned  by  your  faid  agents,  when  almoft  at  the 
fame  time  wee  come  to  heare  of  fome  effedts  of  a fevere 
hand  layd  by  you  on  our  fubjefts  there  in  confequence 
thereof.  And  whereas  your  agents  declare  you  have  payd 
to  Mr.  Gorges  the  fume  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  for  the 
faid  province,  wee  do  expefl,  that  upon  our  reimburfement 
of  what  it  ffiall  appeare  you  have  payd  for  the  fame,  that 
there  be  a furrender  of  all  deeds  and  writings  thereof  made 
into  our  hands,  and  that  your  future  agents  do  bring  them 
over,  forafmuch  as  wee  were  fometime  in  treaty  for  the  fayd 
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province  and  do  difapprove  what  you  have  done  therein. 
And  as  for  that  part  of  the  province  of  New-Hampfhire 
lying  three  miles  northward  of  Merrimack  river,  which  was 
granted  unto  Mr.  Mafon,  and  whereof  the  government  re- 
mains ftill  vefted  in  us,  you  are  not  to  expedt  (according  to 
the  defire  of  your  agents)  that  the  fame  fhould  be  annexed 
to  your  government,  for  wee  have  it  under  our  conlideration 
to  eftablifh  fuch  method  there  as  may  be  of  moft  benefit  and 
fatisfaction  to  the  people  of  that  place.  And  therefore  our 
will  and  pleafure  is,  that  you  do  recall  all  commiflions 
granted  by  you  for  the  governing  within  that  province, 
which  wee  do  declare  to  be  voyd,  and  do  require  that  you 
do  in  all  things  for  the  future  conforme  yourfelves  unto  the 
regulation  which  wee  have  taken  in  this  behalfe.  And  fo 
not  doubting  of  your  duty  and  obedience  herein,  wee  bid 
you  farewell.  Given  at  our  palace  of  Hampton-Court  the 
24th  day  of  July  1679,  and  in  the  one  and  thirtieth  year  of 
our  reigne. 

By  his  Majefties  command, 

H.  Coventry. 

His  Majeflie  having  taken  into  confideration  the  faid  re- 
port is  gracioufly  pleated  to  approve  the  fame,  and  One  of 
his  Majefties  Principall  Secretaryes  of  fiate  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  prepare  a Letter  for  his  Majefties 
Royall  Signature  accordingly. 


Randolph’s 


Documents  and  Letters. 


53 


Randolph’s  Departure,  &c. 


State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book , 106,  p.  68. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantacons 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Wednefday  the  3ol.h  of  July  1679. 

Prefent : Lord  Chanceller,  Lord  Prefident,  Lord  Privy 
Seale,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Earl  of  Effex,  Earl  of  Halifax, 
Earl  of  Radnor,  Vifco*  Fauconberg,  Mr  Secr.y  Coventry,  Mr 
Chancr  of  ye  Excheqr 


circular  Letters  • • Mem?  Four  Letters  to  the  Governors  of 

to  New-Engiand.  refpe(5}.jve  Colonies  in  New  England  were  figned 

by  the  Committee,  requiring  them  to  return  an  account  of  ye 
prefent  State  of  their  Goverment,  vpon  the  Heads  of  In- 
quiry enclofed.  And  the  Colony  of  New  Plimouth  is  par- 
ticularly dire&ed  to  fend  a Copie  of  their  Patent. 

Memdl!ra  On  ye  9^  of  Auguft  a Duplicate  of  the  Letter 
Boston.  from  ye  Committee  to  ye  Governor  of  Bofton  was 
figned  and  tranfmitted  to  the  Agents,  with  His  Maty’s  letters 
concerning  that  Goverment ; the  other  four  letters  being 
deliverd  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

Mem?  Their  Lop.s  being  inform’d  that  Mr.  Randolph  was 
ready  to  depart  for  New  England,  think  fit  that 
hee  doe  obferve  the  Inftrudfions  formerly  given 
him  as  far  as  they  fute  with  the  prefent  conftitution  of  affaires 
in  thofe  parts. 

Mem?  on  the  26th  of  September  1679,  a letter  is  deliverd 
Lre from  New  by  Mr  Secr.y  Coventry  from  the  General  Court  of 
New  Plimouth  to  His  Ma‘.y  of  ye  firft  of  July  laft 


Mf  Randolph’s 
Instructions. 


Plimouth. 
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concerning  ye  Narraganfet  Country  and  Mounthope,  inclof- 
ing  the  copies  of  two  other  letters  of  the  121!1  of  June  1677, 
from  the  Governor  and  General  Court  concerning  the  In- 
dian War. 


Receipt  of  Randolph. 


State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  ( 1 81). 


Received  from  William  Blathwayt  Efqr  Thefe  following 
Lres  and  papers  to  be  delivered  in  New  England  according 
to  the  Several  Directions. 

Four  Letters  for  the  Governors  of  the  Four  Colonies  viz. 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Ifland,  New  plimouth,  and  Maffachufets 
Bay  from  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  planta- 
tions, and  one  Letter  from  his  Majty  to  the  Governor  & Com- 
pany of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  dated  the  24th  of  July  laft. 

As  alfo  his  Majs  Picture  and  his  Royal  Armes,  with  a 
Seal  and  prefs,  and  an  order  of  Councill  for  authenticating 
the  Seal. 

4 Commiffions  for  fwearing  the  Governrs  of  the  Colonies, 
a Commiffion  for  the  Govern  of  N.  Hampfhire.1 

Map  of  Bofton  Harbor. 

Sept.  25.  1679. 

Ed.  Randolph. 


\_Endorfed~\  25  Sept.  1679. 

Receipt  of  Mr  Randolph 
for  Comiffions  etc. 

To 

1 See  New  England  Hi/lorical  and  adminifteran  oath  to  Governor  William 
Genealogical  Regijler , Vol.  XXIII.  Leete,  of  Connecticut,  to  obferve  the 
p.  30,  for  the  Commiffion  of  Charles  II.  A6ts  of  Navigation  and  Trade,  dated 
to  Edward  Randolph  and  others  to  26  September,  1679. 
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To  the  GovR  OF  N.  Plimouth  in  answh  to  one  of  ye 

i of  July. 


State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  53  (15 1). 

Duplicate. 

Whitehall.  Septembr  26.  18. 

1 679. 

Sr 

His  May  hath  Recd  ye  Letter  of  the  firft  of  July  from  yor 
felfe  and  the  Councell  of  New-ply mouth  and  comandeth  me 
to  let  you  know  they  are  the  firft  hee  Recd  from  you,  and  is 
very  thankfull  to  you  for  the  prefent  he  never  Recd  nor  the 
Letters,  the  Coppys  of  which  you  have  fent,  I am  to  tell 
you  in  his  name  that  hee  is  very  fencible  of  the  dutyfull  re- 
fpedts  you  declare  in  them,  and  doth  affure  you  his  kindnes 
and  protection  fliall  never  bee  wanting  in  perticuler  manner 
to  fuch  of  his  fubjedts  as  foe  honeftly  and  Confcientioufly 
declare  theyr  Submiftion  and  Obedience  to  him. 

The  things  required  in  the  Letter  are  referred  to  the 
Comitty  of  Councell  to  confider  of  them,  Mr  Randolph  who 
bringeth  you  this  Letter  will  tell  you  there  was  no  time  to 
debate  them  but  by  the  next  opportunity  you  will  receive  an 
anfwer  to  them.  I fend  you  here  Inclofed  the  Order  of 
Councell  upon  it,  I pray  receive  Mr  Randolph  Civilly  as  a 
perfon  the  King  beleeveth  very  well  of  and  bee  allured  that 
I am  to  you  and  your  reputation  Sr 

A Moft  faithfull  & humble  Servant 

Henry  Coventry. 


[. Endorfed ] 26  Sept.  1679. 

From  Mr  Coventry 
to  Mr  Window. 
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For  His  Mates  Service. 

To  The  Honb!e  Jofiah  Winilow  Efqr 
Governor  of  His  Maties  Colony  of 
New-Plimouth 
in  New-England. 


Abstract  of  Letters  received  from  M*  Randolph. 

New  England. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  (212). 

4^  of  Janr.y  i6||. 

That  upon  the  30th  of  December  laft  he  had  deE  His 
Maty’s  Commiffion  for  Setling  the  Government  of  New 
Hampfhire  together  with  the  Seale  and  Order  of  Councill 
into  the  hands  of  the  Prefident. 

That  Mr  Cutts  the  Prefident  is  a very  juft  and  honed 
man,  caft  out  of  all  Publick  Employml  by  the  Government 
of  Bolton.  That  he  is  an  ancient  and  infirme  man. 

That  the  People  are  afraid  that  they  fhall  be  put  under 
the  hands  of  Strangers. 

That  the  People  of  Bofton  murmur  at  the  great  expences 
of  their  late  Agents  in  England,  fome  fay  of  nigh  40001. 

That  grievous  Complaints  are  made  by  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Province  of  Maine  who  in  the  late  Indian  War  found 
more  lofs  & mifcheif  attending  them  by  the  Cowardize  & 
inadvertency  of  their  Church-Member-Officers  than  from  the 
Cruelty  of  the  Indians  themfelves.  The  Bofton  Govern- 
ment have  now  laid  Rates  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Townes  of  Kittery,  Yorke  & Wells  to  above  30001,  which 
they  cannot  pay  having  loft  almoft  all  by  the  late  War. 

That 
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That  He  found  the  People  all  the  way  he  travelled  (ex- 
cept The  Colony  of  New  Plymth)  very  much  unfetled,  con- 
tending about  lands  & Boundaries,  Every  one  fuppofing 
He  had  brought  Orders  from  Court  for  fetling  & confirming 
their  particular  Colonies. 

That  the  Government  of  Bofton  continue  ftill  to  colled 
cuftoms  & Coine  money. 

That  there  is  hardly  one  child  baptized  in  all  the  Colony 
of  Rhode  Ifland,  None  lately  in  the  Province  of  Maine  & 
few  in  any  other  of  The  Colonies. 

That  nothing  at  prefent  will  be  more  welcome  to  the 
Generality  of  the  People  then  His  Mad?s  letter  to  the  Colo- 
nies requiring  that  none  be  admitted  to  the  Magiftracy  or 
freedom  but  fuch  who  do  now  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
and  that  their  Children  be  admitted  to  Baptifme. 

That  He  has  difcourfed  with  fome  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
The  Province  of  Maine  who  would  in  a little  time  advance 
fo  much  money  as  The  Boftoners  have  given  for  it  provided 
they  might  be  affured  of  a Governm!  to  be  fetled  amongfl 
them  as  it  was  by  Comiflion  from  My  Gorges  diftind  from 
any  other  place. 

That  there  is  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  Ereding  a Great 
Councill  chofen  out  of  the  chiefeft  & bed  of  every  Colony 
with  a Prefident  to  which  men  may  appeale  from  the  feverall 
Judicatures  of  Each  Colony  elfe  They  will  never  be  quiet, 
nor  then  long  till  His  Ma\y  fend  over  a Generali  Govern1*. 

That  a Commiffion  for  ereding  a Court  of  Admiralty  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  in  thofe  parts  by  reafon  of  feverall  Prizes 
brought  in  thither.  The  names  of  fitt  perfons  are  fett  down 
in  his  letter. 

VOL.  III.  — 8 
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6 Jan. 

That  two  Perfons  in  the  Comiffion  have  very  much  ob- 
[sic]  ftru&ed  the  execuon  of  it  viz.  Mr  Waldern  & Mr 
Martin  [Ca  Barker  & Ga  farmer]  who  have  mifreprefented 
His  Maties  Orders  And  that  therefore  it  would  putt  thefe 
men  to  a ftand  if  They  might  know  that  they  may  be  putt 
out  when  His  Matypleafed. 

v 

7 Jan. 

That  Severall  Privateers  are  gone  thence  to  the  Weft 
Indies  & are  expe&ed  home  in  a fhort  time  which  makes  the 
neceffity  of  a Court  of  Admiralty  the  more  urgent. 

That  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampfhire  The  Church 
Party  oppofe  & abufe  the  honeft  Party  by  falfe  Reports. 
And  that  at  Bofton  They  endeavor  to  debauch  the  Mer- 
chants & loyall  men  telling  them  that  their  Trade  will  be 
quite  taken  away. 

30  Dec. 

That  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Maine  have  fent 
over  a Petition  to  His  Ma*.y  by  Cap!  Champernoon  defiring  to 
be  under  His  Ma1!65  Governm!  now  heavily  complaining  that 
They  are  barter’d  & fold  from  man  to  man  like  Slaves  in 
Algiers. 

c* 

That  the  People  of  New  Hampfhire  are  in  generall  highly 
fatisfied  with  His  Mal!es  Comiffion. 

3 Jan  1679.  v.  P.  & A.  of  T. 

That  The  Merchants  of  Bofton  perfuade  themfelves  that 
upon  their  paying  id  p pd  for  Tobacco  at  Virginia  etc.  They 
have  liberty  to  carry  it  whether  They  pleafe  and  will  make 
fhortly  Propofals  to  His  Maty  about  Trade. 


That 
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That  before  he  came  into  The  Country  it  was  reported 
that  the  Southern  Bounds  of  Bofton  fhould  be  reduced  to 
three  miles  fouth  of  Charles  River  by  which  means  Severall 
Townes  hope  to  be  under  The  Governm!  of  New  Plym1!1 

That  the  Govern1-  of  Rhod  Ifland  has  upon  receipt  of  His 
Maties  letters  kept  Courts  in  the  Narraganfett  Country. 

That  there  are  Contentions  ab!  Governing  that  Province 
by  wch  means  The  Inhabitants  that  would  live  in  quiet  are 
fometimes  molefted  by  one  Party  fometimes  by  another  So 
that  it  would  be  farr  more  conducing  to  the  Planting  that 
Country  if  it  were  a diftinft  governm!  by  itfelf  It  belonging 
to  many  gentlemen  of  good  Eftates  & quality. 

That  Mr  Richard  Smith  who  formerly  petition’d  His  Ma^ 
for  Hog  Ifland  lying  in  the  Narraganfett  Country  defires 
His  Maties  letter  or  Order  of  Councill  to  have  the  matter 
referr’d  to  the  Govern1-  of  New  Plym1!1  and  Rhode  Ifland 
order’d  to  attend  & defend  their  pretences. 

28  Jan. 

That  Great  endeavors  had  been  ufed  to  difappoint  His 
Maties  Comiffion  The  Govern1-  of  Bofton  privately  giving  all 
affiftance  and  encouragem!  to  withftand  it,  promifing  to  de- 
fend Their  mutinies  at  The  Councill  Chamber  when  Their 
Agents  fhall  attend  His  Ma^ 

That  The  Prefid!  and  Councill  had  at  length  taken  the 
Oaths  of  Allegiance  & fupremacy  and  enter’d  upon  the  Ex- 
ecuon  of  His  Matks  Comiffion  confirming  all  military  & 
civill  Officers  till  further  care  fhould  be  taken. 

[Feb.  i6|§.]  That  after  all  the  Proteflaons  of  Duty  and 
Obedience  fo  often  repeated  by  the  Agents  of  Bofton  There 

appears 
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appears  nothing  lefs,  They  now  acting  as  high  as  ever,  The 
Merchants  trading  as  freely  as  formerly,  No  one  Ship  or 
parcell  of  Goods  having  been  feized  for  irregular  trading 
although  They  did  in  1677  make  a fecond  Law  to  prevent  it  ; 
And  that  it  is  in  every  man’s  mouth  that  they  are  not  Sub- 
ject to  the  Laws  of  England,  neither  are  they  of  any  force 
till  confirmed  by  their  authority. 

4^  Jan.  To  The  Ld.s  of  The  Councill. 

It  is  propofed  that  in  all  other  Colonies  as  it  has  been 
done  in  that  of  ye  Maffachufets  All  magiftrates  & men  in 
publick  office  ffiall  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  none 
to  a 61  or  Vote  refufing  it:  And  that  all  men  taking  the 
fame  be  admitted  to  Their  freedom  and  made  capable  of 
Magiflracy  being  men  of  Competent  Eftates. 

Laftly  He  makes  his  Requeft  to  The  Lords  for  fome  allow- 
ance for  his  Extraordinary  Expences,  which  are  very  great 
in  His  Matys  Service. 

14  Feb.  1679. 

Sy  Ed.  Andros  in  his  letters  from  Newyork  fays 

That  all  continues  well  & quiet  in  thofe  parts  with  hopes 
of  a good  Trade  that  year. 

That  he  intended  to  go  in  the  Spring  to  Pemaquid  to 
fetle  the  Governnk  there  as  farr  as  Black  Point  which  was 
furrendred  by  the  Indians. 

That  there  was  no  fear  of  the  Indians  there  but  rather  ye 
contrary,  The  french  of  Canada  drawing  them  too  much 
to  their  devotion  and  as  many  as  they  can  induce  to  re- 
move to  Canada,  the  confequence  whereof  may  import  us 
much. 


By 
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By  another  letter  from  New  York  of  the  16th  of  Feb. 

That  Sr  Ed.  Andros  has  concluded  an  Honb!e  Peace  be- 
tween ye  Indians  & Chrifiians  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

That  He  hath  repaired  and  impregnably  Fortified  The 
Fort  of  Nyork  and  the  City. 

\Endorfedd\  Abftradt  of  letters  from  Mr  Randolph 

& Sr  E.  Andros. 


Randolph’s  Welcome  back  againe. 

Far ?ner  and  Moore's  Hijiorical  Collettions , Vol.  III.  p.  30,  ed.  1824. 

Welcome,  Sr,  welcome  from  ye  eafterne  Shore, 

With  a commiflion  ftronger  than  before 
To  play  the  horfe-leach;  robb  us  of  our  Fleeces, 

To  rend  our  land,  and  teare  it  all  to  pieces  : 

Welcome  now  back  againe;  as  is  the  whip 
To  a ffooles  back ; as  water  in  a fhip. 

Bofton  make  roome,  Randolph’s  returned,  that  heftor, 
Confirm’d  at  home  to  be  ye  fharp  Collector; 

Whoe  fliortly  will  prefent  unto  yr  views 

The  Greate  Broad  Seale  that  will  you  all  Amufe — ) 

Unwelcome  tidings,  and  unhappy  newes.  j 

New  England  is  a very  loyall  fhrubb 
That  loues  her  Soueraigne,  hates  a Belzebub; 

That ’s  willing  (let  it  to  her  praife  be  fpoake) 

To  doe  obedience  to  the  Royall  Oake, 

To  pay  the  Tribute  that  to  it  belongs, 

For  fhielding  her  from  Injuries  and  Wrongs; 
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But  you  the  Agent,  Sr,  fhee  cannot  brook ; 

She  likes  the  meate,  but  can’t  abide  the  Cook. 

Alas  fhee  would  haue  Caefar  haue  his  Due, 

But  not  by  fuch  a wicked  Hand  as  you  : 

For  an  acknowledgement  of  Right,  wee  fcorne 
(To  pay  to  our  greate  Lord  a pepper-corne) 

To  baulke  the  Tearmes  of  our  moft  Gratious  Deed, 
But  would  ten  thoufand  times  the  fame  exceed. 

Some  call  you  Randall  — Rend-all  I you  name, 

Soe  you  ’1  appear  before  you ’ve  played  yr  Game. 

He  that  keeps  a Plantacon  Cuftom-houfe, 

One  year,  may  bee  a man,  the  next  a Moufe. 

Yr  Brother  Dyer  hath  the  Divell  played, 

Made  the  New-Yorkers  at  the  fil'd;  affraide, 

Hee  vapoured,  fwagger’d,  hedlor’d  (whoe  but  hee  ?) 
But  foon  deftroyed  himfelf  by  Villanie. 

Well  might  his  curfed  name  with  D begin 
Who  was  a Divell  in  his  hart  for  Sin, 

And  currantly  did  pafs,  by  common  Vogue, 

For  the  deceitfull’fi;  Wretch  and  greateft  Rogue. 

By  him  you  ’r  furnifh’t  wth  a fad  example  — 

Take  heed  that  thofe  you  crufh  don’t  on  you  trample. 
Wee  veryly  belieue  wee  are  not  bound 
To  pay  one  Mite  to  you,  much  lefs  a Pound. 

If  there  were  need,  New  England  you  muff  know 
Ffiftey  p.  cent  we’ll  on  our  King  beftow, 

And  not  begrutch  the  Offr’ing,  fhees  fo  ffranck, 

But  hates  to  pay  where  fhee  will  haue  noe  thanke. 
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Wee  doe  prefume  Secundus  Carolus  Rex 
Sent  you  here  a Countryes  heart  to  vex. 

Hee  giues  an  Inch  of  power;  you  take  an  Ell. 

Should  it  be  knowne,  hee  would  not  like  it  well. 

If  you  doe  underftand  yr  occupation, 

’T  is  to  keepe  afts  of  trade  from  violation. 

If  Merchants  in  their  traffique  will  be  ffaire, 

You  muff,  Camelion-like,  hue  on  the  aire. 

Should  they  not  trade  to  Holland,  Spain  and  Ffrance, 
Direftly  you  muff  feeke  ffor  maintenance. 

The  Cuftoms  and  the  ffees  will  fcarce  fupply 
Belly  and  back.  What ’s  left  for  ’s  Majefty  ? 

What  you  colleft  won’t  make  you  to  look  bigg : 

With  modifli  nick-nacks,  dagger,  perriwigg; 

A Courtier’s  garbe  too  coftly  you  will  fee 
To  be  maintained  where  is  noe  gift  nor  ffee. 

Pull  downe  the  mill,  rente  the  ground,  you  ’ll  finde 
That  very  ffew  will  come  to  you  to  grinde, 

Merchants  their  Corne  will  alwayes  carry  there, 
Where  the  tole ’s  eafy,  and  the  Ufage  ffaire. 

Wee’ll  kneele  to  the  mill-owner,  as  our  Cheife; 

But  doe  not  like  the  Miller;  he ’s  a theife, 

And  entertaine  him  not  wth  joy,  but  Greife. 

When  Heauen  would  Job’s  fignall  Patience  try, 

He  gaue  Hell  leaue  to  plott  his  mifery, 

And  Aft  it  too,  according  to  it’s  will, 

With  this  exception,  — don’t  his  body  kill. 

Soe  Royall  Charles  is  now  about  to  proue 
Our  Loyalty,  Allegiance,  and  Loue, 
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In  ^ivins:  Licence  to  a Publican, 

To  Pinch  the  purfe,  but  not  to  hurt  the  man. 
Patience  raifed  Job  unto  the  height  of  ffame, 

Lett  our  obedience  doe  for  us  the  fame. 

Edward  Randolph’s  Letter  to  Governor  Josiah  Wins- 
low, RELATIVE  TO  HIS  PROCEEDINGS  AT  PlSCATAQUA. 

Ma jfach u fetts  Hijlorical  Society  Collections , Second  Series , Vol.  VI.  p.  92. 

Bofton,  January  29,  1679-po] 

Honoured  Sir, 

I am  now  returned  from  Pifcataqua,  having  ftayed  there 
from  the  27th  of  December  laft,  to  the  22d  of  this  inftant ; 
and  all  little  enough  to  get  that  part  of  the  country  to  ac- 
cept of  his  majefty’s  authority;  which  proved  the  more  diffi- 
cult, in  regard  that  feveral  of  the  new  council  were  obliged, 
either  by  their  poffeffing  great  trafts  of  land  from  My  Mafon, 
or  by  being  fworn  to  the  government  of  Boflon.  At  firft, 
only  Mr.  Cutts,  prefident,  and  another,  accepted,  and  would 
proceed  ; whole  refolute  inftrudtions  brought  in  the  other  five, 
viz.  Martin,  Vaughan,  Danniell,  HufTey,  and  Waldern  very 
much  againft  the  expectation  of  his  party  here  in  this  town. 
This  very  much  ftartles  the  government  here,  who  next 
week  have  a General  Court,  which  is  the  reafon  why  I do 
not  wait  on  you,  as  I defigned,  at  my  return.  My  letter  is 
pregnant  with  various  news ; all  which  will  be  ufeful  or 
welcome.  The  inclofed,  from  Crown,  came  to  my  hands  at 
Pifcataqua:  by  that  you  will  eafily  fee  a neceffity  of  fpeed- 
ing  for  court.  I did  not  forget  to  fignify  your  grateful 
receipt  of  his  majefty’s  letters;  and  being  indifpofed,  you 
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defired  that  nothing  might  be  done  about  Mount-Hope,  till 
fomebody  did  appear  from  your  colony.  Sir,  be  affured  Mr. 
Crown  will  be  doing,  and  his  intereft  at  court  is  not  final  1 ; 
and  confidering  the  neceffity  there  is  of  renewing  your 
charter,  you  can  never  do  your  colony  greater  fervice,  than 
to  appear  yourfelf  at  Whitehall,  where  you  will  very  well 
ftem  his  defigns.  I am  received  at  Bofton  more  like  a fpy, 
than  one  of  his  majefty’s  fervants.  They  kept  a day  of 
thanks  for  the  return  of  their  agents  ; but  have  prepared  a 
welcome  for  me,  by  a paper  of  fcandalous  verfes,  all  perfons 
taking  liberty  to  abufe  me  in  their  difcourfes,  of  which  I 
take  the  more  notice,  becaufe  it  fo  much  reflects  upon  my 
matter,  who  will  not  forget  it.  I know  not  yet  but  I may 
wait  upon  you  to  England,  intending  to  be  where  I may  be 
moft  ferviceable  to  his  majefty’s  affairs,  and  affiftant  to  the 
people  of  this  country.  I received,  in  a letter  from  Mr. 
Mafon,  the  following  news,  that  the  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued till  the  26th  of  this  inftant,  January;  that  the  duke 
and  duchefs  of  York,  with  their  children,  were  returned 
from  Flanders,  not  to  go  back  again  ; fome  fay,  with  in- 
ftrudtions  to  keep  his  court  at  Edinburgh  or  York.  Like- 
wife  that  the  difference  is  reconciled  betwixt  him  and  the  - 
duke  of  Monmouth,  who  is  fent  for  out  of  Holland.  That 
his  majefty  and  the  duke  of  York  received  an  invitation  to 
dinner,  made  by  the  lieutenancy  of  the  city,  who  came  in  a 
great  body  to  Whitehall ; the  lord-mayor  being  their  mouth, 
made  a very  acceptable  fpeech  to  the  king  and  duke.  So 
that,  God  affifting,  all  things  look  very  pleafing  at  home. 
Your  friends  are  all  well  at  Salem;  where,  once  a day,  we 
folemnly  remembered  yourfelf  and  lady.  I intend,  upon 
vol.  in.— 9 the 
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the  firft  vacancy,  to  wait  upon  you,  having  more  to  com- 
municate than  is,  at  this  time,  fit  to  truft  to  paper.  I only 
add  my  humble  thanks  for  all  and  laft  favours.  Your  neigh- 
bour was  too  quick  for  me.  I expedted  him  the  next  morn- 
ing to  carry  a letter,  and  receive  a further  token  of  his 
kindnefs,  which  muft  be  deferred  till  next  meeting.  Wifh- 
ing  you  all  health  and  happinefs,  I remain,  Sir,  your  affured 
friend  and  humble  fervant, 

Edward  Randolph. 


Abstract  of  Letters  from  Mr.  Randolph. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  (208),  5-25  Feb.  1 6|-^. 

Bofton. 

1YL  Randolph  fays  He  expedts  to  do  little  good  to  regulate 
the  Trade  till  he  has  an  Order  of  Councill  that  no  fhip  fliall 
5*  Feb.  i6i§.  pafs  by  the  Caftle  till  they  have  a certificate  from 
Him  of  their  Clearing. 

nthfeb.  That  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  have  his  authority 
pafs  under  the  Great  Seale  of  England  and  to  have  added 
to  his  Inftrudtions  to  eredt  a Cuftomhoufe  or  office  there 
where  all  Matters  of  Ships  ought  according  to  ye  Statute  of 
O.  Eliz.  to  enter  their  Ships  & Goods  and  there  receive 
their  difpatches. 

That  if  The  Commrs  of  ye  cuftoms  write  to  their  Weftern 
Plantaons  abroad  & to  ye  Ports  in  England  to  prohibite 
Trade  to  fuch  Veffels  who  do  not  bring  a clearing  from  me 
or  my  Depd.es  in  thefe  Colonies  It  will  foon  make  them 
comply. 
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His  Ma^  may  if  he  pleafe  make  fhort  work  by  bringing  a 
Ouo  Warranto  ag!  them  and  then  they  will  beg  that  on  their 
knees  wch  now  they  will  not  thank  His  Ma^  for. 

That  there  are  thoufands  in  all  parts  unbaptized. 

That  The  Generali  Court  is  up,  having  done  nothing,  as 
he  hears,  as  to  His  Ma*1.65  letters. 

11  Feb.  i6|§.  He  defires  that  His  Comiffion  for  fwearing  The 
Govern!:  of  Bofton  may  be  reftored  to  him  again. 

He  defires  The  Lords  to  give  him  fome  extraordinary 
allowance  for  his  winter  Travells. 

That  The  Commiffion  for  making  him  Collector  be  for 
life. 

He  is  certainely  informed  there  will  be  no  more  Agents 
fent  over. 

He  is  promifed  by  Sufficient  Merchants  there  to  depofite 
Boston.  24  Feb.  the  money  for  the  purchafe  of  Maine,  and  upon 
fuch  terms  as  it  may  be  for  the  benefitt  of  ye  poor  diftreffed 
Inhabitants. 

That  whatever  is  profeffd  at  Court  by  letters  or  Agents 
is  only  to  baffle  & putt  off  the  evill  day. 

That  There  was  certainly  more  difficulty  in  the  Commiffion 
of  New  Hampfhire  then  in  a Quo  Warranto. 

25  Feb.  That  He  might  have  faved  the  king  ten  thoufand 
Pounds  of  Goods  had  He  but  His  Inftrudlions  under  the 
Great  Seale. 

That  till  he  has  His  Malifs  Cbmiffion  fent  over  He  can  ex- 
pe6t  to  do  little. 

It  were  moft  proper  to  convince  the  People  by  fome  Pub- 
lick  A6t  or  Printed  Declaraon  that  they  are  to  obey  His 

Mat!.es 
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Maties  Comands  without  the  Sanction  of  ye  Bolton?  Witnefs 
The  Comiffion  under  ye  Great  Seale  demurrd  upon  till 
known  whether  it  did  not  entrench  upon  their  Charter. 

That  it  would  be  for  His  Mall?s  Service  that  a Quo  War- 
ranto were  fent  over  or  Printed  Declaraon  That  all  Perfons 
of  Eftates  ratable  at  10s  upon  a fingle  rate  having  taken  the 
Oath  of  Allegiance  fliall  be  ipfo  FaCto  a Freeman  and  that 
all  fuch  who  are  already  freemen  not  having  fuch  an  Eftate 
be  declared  no  freeman. 

He  defires  His  Commiffion  may  be  for  life. 

24  Feb.  To ye  That  The  I nhabitants  of  Dover  and  Portfmouth 
have  not  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  as  directed 
in  His  Malifs  letter  of  the  29^  of  Aprill  1678  but  were  con- 
tinued under  the  obligations  of  the  Oath  of  fidelity  to  that 
Country. 

He  defires  He  may  have  a Comiffion  under  The  Great 
Seale  to  putt  in  Execution  the  InftruCtions  He  has  received 
from  The  Commr.s  of  His  Ma?63  cuftoms  with  this  Addition, 
That  all  Malt?  of  Ships  outward  & inward  bound  according 
to  ye  Statute  1°  Eliz.  do  enter  their  Veffels  and  produce 
certificates  with  him  or  his  Deputy  at  His  Office  in  Bofton 
& that  there  be  directions  to  the  Govern1"  & Magiftrates  here 
to  appoint  proper  places  & times  when  & where  Goods 
fliall  be  laden  and  brought  aflioar  in  ye  Towns  of  Bofton  & 
Salem. 

He  humbly  defires  a confideraon  for  his  extraordinary 
fervice  & expences. 


Order 
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Order  relative  to  Edward  Randolph  as  Collector. 

MajlfacJuifetts  Archives , Vol.  LXI.  p.  209,  9 March  i6|§ 

To  the  Marfhals  or  Conftables  of  Suffolk,  Effex  and  Mid- 
dlefex  and  any  of  them  and  their  deputyes  &c. 

Whereas  his  Majefty  hath  appointed  and  conftituted  Ed- 
ward Randolph  Efqr.e  to  be  Collect  Survey!-  and  fearcher  of 
his  Mallfs  dutyes,  cuftomes  and  impoficions  in  New  England 
according  to  feverall  adts  of  plan!  relating  to  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  his  mal!es  plantations  here,  And  wch  by  a Lawe 
of  the  Generali  Court  ought  diligently  and  carefully  to  be 
obferved  Theis  are  therefore  in  his  ma'f  name  to  will  and 
require  yw  and  every  of  yw  to  be  ayding  and  allifting  of  the 
faid  Mr  Randolph  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty  and  truft 
committed  to  him,  when  hee  fhall  defire  or  requefl  the  fame 
for  the  feazing  of  any  veffell  or  goods  or  fecuring  the  fame 
till  a tryall  att  Lawe  haue  paffed  on  them  wch  the  faid  Mr 
Randolph  fhall  make  knowne  to  yw  to  be  according  to  the 
faid  adts  forfeited  to  his  mat,e  or  fovraigne  Lord  the  King  of 
England  and  will  ingage  to  refpond  all  cofts  charge  & 
damage  that  may  be  fuftayned  thereby  in  cafe  of  non  con- 
demnacon  And  hereof  y™  are  not  to  faile.  Given  undr  my 
hand  this  9*  day  of  March  1679. 

Y™  are  alfo  to  impreffe  bootes  or  floopes  for  his  maufs  fer- 
vice  in  reference  to  the  bufineffe  aforefd  as  y™  fhalbe  re- 
queued by  the  fd  Mr  Randolph  whoe  hath  ingaged  to  fatisfy 
all  cofts  and  refpond  all  damage  etc. 

S.  B.  G.  [Simon  Bradstreet  Gov.]2 

Randolph 

2 A previous  order  dated  28  February  was  diredted  only  to  the  Marfhall  of 
Suffolk  County. 
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Randolph  to  Committee  of  Customs. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  53  (281). 

Bofton  June  7.  1680. 

Honl  Srs 

By  all  opportunitys  I have  given  an  account  of  my  pro- 
ceedings here,  in  thofe  papers  fent  by  Mr  Joules  about  14 
dayes  agoe,  I inlarged  but  cannot  now  fend  particulars 
thereof,  being  taken  up  in  a vexatious  Suit  about  a feizure 
of  the  Pink  Expectation  of  Bofton  80  tun  or  thereabouts 
from  Cork  in  Ireland,  as  in  my  Coppy  of  the  19th.  of  May 
herewith  fent  is  difcourfed,  all  endeavors  are  ufed  to  caft  me 
and  gett  me  in  prifon,  having  already  been  arrefted  upon  an 
aCtion  of  Soo11  by  Grecian  the  Mafter  of  the  Pink : had  not 
the  Gov?  direCted  the  accepting  my  own  bond  for  my  ap- 
pearance I had  then  been  imprifoned  for  want  of  Bail ; 
Every  one  appearing  for  me  being  accounted  an  Enemy  to 
this  Countrey;  Severall  Ships  and  Ketches  are  already  ar- 
rived and  3 or  4 more  expeCted  from  Holland,  France  and 
Bilbo,  which  makes  them  foe  much  concerned,  and  endea- 
vour by  fome  meanes  either  to  imprifon  or  force  me  out  of 
this  Towne:  at  their  Court  wherein  I profecuted  Grecian 
they  would  admitt  me  in  noe  other  capacity  than  an  In- 
former, tho’  I produced  my  deputation  and  inftruCtions  from 
your  Honr.s  To-morrow  is  a nother  Court  called,  I defired 
the  Magiftrates  to  affigne  me  an  Attorney  or  Sollicitor  to 
affift  me  in  cafe  any  matter  fhould  arife  in  the  practice  of 
their  Courts  in  which  I am  not  acquainted,  but  that  was  de- 
nied: I verily  expeCt  let  me  make  what  defence  I can  and 

prove  the  matter  of  fa6l  never  foe  clearly,  to  be  caff ; about 
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a fortnight  agoe  I placed  my  Servant  at  a Warehoufe  where 
goods  were  landed  out  of  a Ketch  from  Bilbo,  but  whilft  I 
went  for  a Martiall  to  affift  in  fearching,  my  Servi  was  fett 
upon  by  4 or  5 perfons  very  much  beaten,  in  the  meane 
time  others  removed  the  goods  to  another  place.  I made  a 
Deputy  in  this  Towne  and  Charles  Towne,  wch  as  foon  as 
known  he  was  warned  with  his  Family  out  of  doors:  by 
fome  of  their  Townes  men,  who  are  traders  and  men  in  pub- 
lick  Authority  in  Bofton  ; and  all  this  proceeds  as  they  con- 
fefs  to  me  not  from  any  averfnefs  or  diflike  to  me,  but  onely 
becaufe  I am  come  upon  fuch  an  unwelcome  errand  foe  dif- 
tru6live  to  their  priviledge  and  intereft. 

Noe  Veffells  enter  outward  bound  nor  bond  given  before 
Loading,  foe  that  the  Enumerated  Comodities  are  fhipd  off 
to  what  place  and  when  they  pleafe,  friday  laft  a Sayler 
being  abufed  by  his  Matter  came  and  informed  me  that  the 
Ship  James  of  Londonderry  Tho:  Browning  Matter  belong- 
ing to  that  place  about  8o  tun,  Square  Sternd  with  a large 
Carved  Image  of  S*  James  in  her  ftern  had  loden  here  ioo 
hogfheads  of  tobacco  and  other  Comodityes  and  was  ready 
to  faile.  I went  to  the  Gov!-  & enquired  whether  bond  were 
given  before  Loading  of  which  the  Govr  knew  nothing,  nei- 
ther had  given  him  a paffe,  I went  with  the  Martiall  & 6 
men  to  feize  her,  coming  up  by  her  fide  was  threatned  to 
be  knock’d  at  head,  I returned,  told  the  Govr  of  it  who  or- 
dered men  to  be  raifed  to  feize  her  but  before  I came  where 
I left  her  fhe  was  towed  away  by  Bofton  boates.  At  the 
fame  time  & place  was  a Pink  of  6o  tun  riding  at  an  Anchor, 
loaden  with  Logwood  belonging  to  one  Nicholas  Page  of 
this  Towne,  he  gave  noe  bond  pretending  he  was  bound  for 

New 
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New  found  land,  and  foe  got  a paffe  from  the  Gov!  it  was 
ordered  that  if  I went  aboard  that  Pink  I fhould  be  knock’d 
at  head,  and  I beleive  it,  for  I have  been  threatned  by  Page. 
This  and  this  onely  was  the  foie  reafon  wch  made  me  foe  un- 
willing to  come  hither  with  onely  fuch  powers  as  derived 
from  yor  Selves.  In  all  other  Colonyes  I am  treated  with 
great  refped:  whither  I intend  to  goe  as  well  for  my  Se- 
curity, as  alfoe  to  fettle  Deputys.  I know  not  the  name 
of  Pages  Pink  her  Matters  name  is  Lud,  but  they  change 
Names  and  Matters  as  often  as  they  pleafe.  The  James  of 
Londonderry  belongs  to  two  Brothers  in  Londonderry 
named  Tho:  and  Will  Squire:  after  all  this  trouble  I am 
verily  allured  that  I have  broke  the  heart  of  this  Irifh  trade: 
and  for  all  this  am  not  difcouraged,  not  queftioning  but  by 
degrees  to  bring  this  Country  to  better  order  in  point  of 
trade.  I have  not  yet  received  any  letters  from  you  If  I 
heare  not  by  Midi  I think  it  belt  to  make  a trip  home  hav- 
ing my  Children  to  take  care  of  and  to  follicite  the  difpatch 
of  fuch  things  which  may  enable  me  by  next  Spring  to  deale 
in  another  manner  with  thefe  lawlefs  traders,  who  about  that 
time  will  be  returning  home.  And  for  his  Maty  to  write 
more  letters  will  fignify  no  more  then  a London-Gazett. 
The  Agents  brought  over  with  them  his  Maties  Letters  re- 
quiring the  Goverment  to  be  aiding  & affifting  to  me  (I 
brought  over  a Duplicate  thereof)  with  feverall  other  direc- 
tions and  commands  tending  to  the  gen1.1  peace  and  well  fare 
of  the  place;  but  to  noe  purpofe,  the  Newes  of  trouble  at 
home  gives  encouragement  to  the  faftion  here  who  oppofe 
the  Govr  as  well  as  my  felfe,  I have  onely  hope  and  my 
life  left  wch  I am  unwilling  to  expofe  to  the  rage  of  a deluded 
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Multitude,  who  under  pretence  of  great  priviledge  from  the 
King,  take  liberty  to  oppofe  his  Royall  authority.  I fend 
this  by  Mr  James  Bollen  Secry  of  New  Jarfey,  not  knowing 
but  this  may  be  the  laffc  from  me,  not  finding  whom  to  truft 
with  my  Letters.  He  is  able  from  his  own  obfervation  to 
informe  yor  Honrs  of  feverall  paffages  the  time  of  his  being 
here.  I humbly  intreat  you  to  remember  me  at  this  diftance 
and  beleive  I have  done  and  added  as  far  as  I or  any  man 
durfi  act:  not  but  that  my  power  is  good,  but  it  is  not  foe 
beleived  here.  I know  well  the  caufe  and  the  remedy  of 
this  Diftemper  and  queftion  not  but  in  a fhort  time  to  fee 
things  here  better  compofed : In  the  meane  time  I humbly 

recommend  my  felfe  and  my  proceedings  to  yor  Favour  and 
Protection.  I hope  fome  of  the  many  Letters  I have  wrote 
are  come  fafe  to  your  hands  prefenting  my  moft  humble 
fervice  to  your  Honrs  I am  in  all  Duty 

Your  moft  humble  & obedient  Servant 

E Randolph. 


\_Etidorfed~\  7th  June  1680. 

To  The  Commrs 
of  ye  Cuftoms  from 
Mr  Randolph. 

Rec'l  the  10  Aug.  1680. 


Randolph  to  Committee  of  Customs. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  53  (283). 

Hond  Srs  Bofton  June  ye  9th  1680. 

This  doth  advife  that  yefterday  I had  a tryall  at  a Court 
held  in  Bofton  upon  a feizure  made  of  the  Pink  Expectation 
which  arrived  here  from  Cork  in  Ireland  the  14th  of  May 

vol.  hi.— 10  laft. 
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laffc.  My  information  was  grounded  upon  a breach  of  the 
15th  of  the  King:  confifting  of  3 parts:  (1)  That  the  Mr  did 
import  European  goods,  etc.  viz.  3 bags  of  Flocks  contain- 
ing 300  weight  a peece  or  there  abouts,  21  truffes  (as  entred 
with  Mr  Dudley)  3 great  chefts  4 great  and  one  fmall  trunk, 
Saddles,  hatts  and  ftockings  proved  fome  by  one  fome  by  2 
witneffes,  but  the  Mr  being  admitted  to  have  an  Attorney 
(tho’  I could  have  no  Soliciter  affigned  by  the  Court  as 
defired)  his  Attorney  told  the  Court  that  I had  procured 
Knights  of  the  Poft  etc.  thereby  to  invalid  their  teftimony 
(2)  That  the  Mr  did  not  cleere  and  take  in  his  goods  in  any 
port  of  England  (3)  That  the  Mr  did  not  enter  and  produce 
a Certificate  and  invoice  to  the  Governor  as  is  fufficiently 
declared  in  the  inclofed  paper  being  a Coppy  of  what  the 
Govf  wrote  with  his  owne  hand  and  was  read  in  open  Court. 
The  cheife  matter  they  (that  is)  the  Court  did  infiffc  upon 
was,  that  Mr  Dudley  as  impowred  by  the  Country  was  the 
proper  Officer  and  foe  the  Mrs  entry  with  him  was  a fuffi- 
cient  Entry,  and  foe  they  declared  to  the  Jury:  A paffenger 
was  produced  who  made  oath  that  the  goods  in  thofe  trunks 
and  chefts  were  neceffaries  belonging  to  the  paffengers  ; yet 
were  denied  to  be  fhown  when  defired  by  my  Servl  to  be 
opened.  That  fome  of  ye  lawes  of  trade  did  not  relate  to 
their  Country,  that  they  have  not  been  fufficiently  publifhed, 
and  that  it  is  very  hard  a veffell  fhould  be  loft  upon  fuch 
niceties  befides  that  the  Commrs  of  the  Cuftoms  have  noe 
power  to  depute  an  Officer  to  aft  in  their  Country.  I pro- 
duced the  25  of  the  King,  the  Attorney  fhewed  a Certificate 
of  an  Entry  made  at  Minhead  of  19  packs  or  truffes  and  2 
hogfheads  of  hatts  etc.  (I  was  not  permitted  to  perufe  that 
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Certificate  & to  compare  it  with  that  he  left  with  the  Govr) 
fhip’d  off  for  Cork  in  Ireland  about  December  laft  upon  a 
fmall  Ketch.  This  Mr  enters  with  Mr  Dudley  onely  to  Mr 
Spred  21  truffes,  foe  that  thofe  are  not  the  goods  mentioned 
in  the  permitt  indorfed  on  the  back  fide  of  that  Certificate 
bearing  date  December  etc : however  wright  or  wrong  noe 
notice  was  taken  of  the  Govrs  paper  further  then  to  invalide 
it,  by  Mr  Danfords  faying  the  Govr  as  cheife  of  the  Gen11 
Court  by  whofe  power  Mr  Dudley  did  adt,  did  impower  him 
to  take  Entryes  etc : now  Dudleys  place  is  to  receive  En- 
tryes  of  fuch  goods  as  by  their  own  Lawes  are  directed  to 
pay  i penny  in  the  pound  towards  defraying  publick  Coun- 
try charges,  and  noe  otherwife,  foe  that  Grecians  entring 
with  him  was  onely  to  fatisfy  the  Law  of  the  Country,  but 
for  all  this  the  Jury  confiding  of  either  Merchants  or  Mrs  of 
Ships  leap’d  over  all,  and  found  for  the  Defendant. 

I expedl  hourely  to  have  my  perfon  feized  & call:  into 
prifon ; I know  not  how  to  prefs  any  man  to  be  bound  for 
me,  & having  mett  with  foe  great  a lofs  upon  my  coming 
over,  am  not  in  a condition  to  raife  foe  much  money.  I 
have  onely  one  way  left,  that  is  to  draw  a Bill  upon  Yor 
Hon1?  (if  they  will  accept  it)  which  I defire  may  be  paid, 
Except  fome  other  courfe  in  the  meane  time  be  taken  to 
fecure  my  perfon  and  liberty  till  a further  determination  be 
had  of  this  matter.  I have  done  nothing  but  what  is  agree- 
able to  my  inftrudtions,  and  by  the  Gov?  affent,  for  upon  my 
firfi  fpeaking  to  him  upon  the  firft  arrivall  of  this  Pink  he 
told  me  he  did  mifiruft  the  mans  bringing  over  Merchants 
with  him,  & defired  me  upon  his  not  produceing  his  Certifi- 
cate to  feize  the  Veffell  as  by  his  Warrant. 


As 


j6  Edward  Randolph. 

As  to  the  Ketch  Induftry  tobacco  loden  from  Mariland 
and  bound  (as  by  the  Mrs  Petition  appears)  to  Ireland  which 
I feized  in  March  lad;  at  Pifcataqua,  I hope  care  will  be 
taken  for  an  effedtuall  rehearing  by  Commiffion  or  other- 
wife  elfe  the  cleared;  forfeiture  that  is  if  tryed  by  partyes 
concerned  will  efcape  as  well  as  thefe  beleive  they  have 
done,  which  I humbly  refer  to  your  Honrs  Judgment  and 
direction,  fhould  not  my  Bill  be  accepted  but  I muff  to 
Goale,  I fhall  endure  that  reftraint  with  all  Chriftian  pa- 
tience, not  queftioning  your  affiftance  in  recovering  my  Lib- 
erty and  afferting  your  power  and  the  truft  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  repofe  in  me,  I made  an  honed;  man  my  Deputy 
Searcher,  upon  hearing  thereof  he  is  warned  out  of  his  houfe, 
if  he  can  he  will  come  for  England. 

I have  offered  to  goe  aboard  3 or  4 diips  & repulfed  may 
I not  force  my  Entry  with  violence  as  laft  weeke  when  wee 
went  with  the  Govr.s  Warrant  to  feize  a fhip  with  100  hogf- 
heads  of  tobacco  bound  for  Ireland  and  another  bound  with 
Logwood  for  Holland,  elfe  its  impofdble  to  aboard  any  but 
empty  hulls. 

Great  care  is  to  be  had  that  noe  Veffells  pafs  the  Caftle 
till  I have  vidted  them  and  certided  the  fame  to  the  GovT  but 
of  that  when  further  power  is  fent  hither  upon  an  affurance 
of  future  fubjedlion,  having  not  further  at  prefent  I humbly 
take  leave  and  am 

Yr  Honr.s  mod;  humble  & obedient  Serv! 

E : Randolph. 

\_Endorfed~\  9 June  1680. 

From  Mr  Randolph  to 
ye  Comm?  of  the  Cuftoms. 

Rec'l  the  10  Aug.  1680. 


Randolph 
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Randolph  proposes  all  Colonies  take  Oath  of 

Allegiance. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book , 106,  p.  169. 

[Whitehall.  27  April  1680] 

Vpon  reading  an  Abftradt  of  letters  received  from  My  Ran- 
New  England.  dolph  dated  in  January  laft  from  New  England, 
and  it  being  therein  propofed  that  all  the  Colonies  [be] 
obliged  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  as  that  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets  had  done ; their  Lop.s  order  the  Charters  to  bee  ex- 
amined to  fee  whether  His  Ma7  may  lawfully  impofe  that 
Oath  vpon  them. 


All  Colonies  to  take  Oath  of  Allegiance  ; &c. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry  Book  106,  p.  177. 

At  ye  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantations 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Munday  the  14^  of  June  1680 

Prefent : Lord  Prefident,  Duke  of  Albemarle,  Bp  of  Lon- 
don, My  Sec7  Jenkins,  Sir  T : Chicheley. 

• *•••*••••• 

NewEngid  . . Their  Lop.s  having  directed  the  feveral 

Patents  of  New  England  to  bee  perufed  in  order  to  find  out 
whether  His  Ma7  may  not  lawfully  enjoyn  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance  to  bee  taken  in  all  ye  Colonies ; and  to  diredt  the 
fame  qualifications  for  making  ffreemen  and  Magiftrats  as 
are  prefcribed  by  His  MaCs  letter  to  ye  Colony  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets  dated  the  27?  of  April  1678.  And  report  being 

made 
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made  to  their  Lop.s  that  nothing  appeared  in  any  Patent  to 
the  contrary,  and  the  fame  being  reprefented  by  Ran- 
dolph as  neceffary  for  His  Maty.’s  fervice ; It  is  ordered  that  a 
Draught  of  Letters  bee  prepared  to  bee  prefented  in  Coun- 
cil for  His  Maty’s  Signature  directing  the  feveral 
Colonies  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  to 
obferve  fuch  Rules  for  the  making  of  ffreemen  and  Magif- 
trats  as  are  enjoyned  by  His  Maty’s  laft  letter  to  the 
Maflachufets. 


Oath  of 
Allegiance. 


Mr.  Randolph’s  Representation  of  the  Bostoneers, 

1680. 

Collettion  of  Papers,  by  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  264. 

To  the  Kings  moft  excellent  Majefty, 

The  humble  reprefentation  of  Edw.  Randolph, 
Humbly  fheweth, 

That  your  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  in  March 
1675-6,  to  intruft  him  with  your  royal  letters  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  Bofton  in  New-England,  and  alfo  commanded  him, 
upon  feveral  queries,  to  informe  your  Majefty  of  the  prefen t 
flate  of  that  government. 

In  all  humble  obedience  to  your  Majefty es  royall  com- 
mand, he  hath  reduced  his  information  to  thefe  following 
heads  viz ; 

1.  That  the  Boftoneers  have  no  right  either  to  land  or 
government  in  any  part  of  New-England,  but  are  ufurpers, 
the  inhabitants  yielding  obedience  unto  a fuppofition  only 
of  a royal  grant  from  his  late  Majefty. 

2.  They  have  formed  themfelves  into  a commonwealth, 

denying 
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denying  any  appeals  to  England,  contrary  to  other  planta- 
tions, do  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

3.  They  have  protected  the  murtherers  of  your  royal 
father,  in  contempt  of  your  Majeftyes  proclamation  of  the 
6th  June  1660,  and  your  letter  of  28th  June  1662. 

4.  They  coyne  money  of  their  owne  imprefs. 

5.  They  put  your  Majeftyes  fubjedts  to  death  for  religion. 

6.  In  1665,  they  did  voyalantly  oppofe  your  Majeftyes 
commiffioners  in  the  fettlement  of  New-Hampfhire.  In 
the  year  1666,  by  armed  force,  turned  out  your  Majeftyes 
juftices  of  peace  in  the  province  of  Maine  in  oppofition  to 
your  Majeftyes  authority  and  declaration  10th  April  1666. 

7.  They  impofe  an  oath  of  fidelity  upon  thofe  that  inhabit 
within  their  territories  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  their 
government. 

8.  They  violate  all  the  ads  of  trade  and  navigation,  by 
which  they  have  ingroffed  the  greateft  part  of  the  Weft 
India  trade,  whereby  your  Majefty  is  damnified  in  the  cuf- 
tomes  ,£100,000  yearly,  and  the  Kingdom  much  more. 

All  of  which  he  is  ready  to  prove. 

Randolph’s  letter  of  complaint  read;  &c. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book , 106,  p.  1 88. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantations 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
the  6*  of  Auguft  1680 

Prefent : Lord  Prefid!,  Lord  Privy  Seale,  Duke  of  Albe- 
marle, Marquifs  of  Worcefter,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Mr.  Hyde, 
Mr  SecT  Jenkins,  My  Chancy  of  ye  Excheqy 

His 
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Province  of 
Maine. 


. . His  Mau.es  letter  to  the  Goverment  of  Bofton  dated 

New  Engld  the  24^  of  July  laft  is  read;  as  alfoe  a letter  from 
Mr  Randolph.  Mr.  Randolph  Collector  of  the  Cuftoms  concern- 
ing the  difficulties  hee  has  met  withall  in  the  execution  of 
his  Office. 

Their  Lop.s  taking  notice  that  there  is  a Claufe  in  the 
Grant  of  the  Province  of  Maine  to  Sir  fferdinando 
Gorges,  whereby  all  the  Powers  and  Authorities 
of  ye  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical  Goverment  are  made  fubject 
to  the  Commiffioners  of  Forreign  Plantations  for  the  time 
being,  and  that  the  Maffachufets,  who  have  lately  purchafed 
that  Grant,  have  not  given  any  account  of  their  fettlement 
of  that  Province,  It  is  thought  fit  that  a Letter  bee  written 
to  that  Goverm*  requiring  them  to  performe  their  Duty  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  of  the  Grant  or  that  otherwife  they 
will  manifeftly  incurr  a forfeiture  thereof. 

New  Hampshire.  An  Addrefs  from  the  Prefident  and  Council  of 
New  Hampfhire  is  read,  and  their  Lop.s  obferving  that  they 
have  neglected  to  returne  an  account  of  their  proceedings, 
as  their  Commiffion  particularly  directs,  agree  to  propofe 
vnto  His  Ma^  that  fome  able  perfon  bee  fent  thither  to  offi- 
ciate as  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  Sec"6  of  that  Province 
who  (hall  bee  accountable  to  the  Committee  of  all  Publick 
Matters  arifing  within  that  Province. 


Letter 
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Letter  from  the  King  to  the  Massachusetts  Colony, 
dated  September  30.  1680,  read  4 January.  168^. 

M affachufetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  218. 

Charles  R. 

Trufty  and  well  beloved  Wee  greete  you  well,  when  by 
our  Royall  letter  bearing  date  the  24*  day  of  July  in  the  one 
and  thirtyeth  yeare  of  our  Reigne  wee  fignifyed  unto  you  our 
gracious  Inclination  to  have  all  paft  deeds  forgotten,  fetting 
before  you  the  meanes  whereby  you  might  deferve  our  Par- 
don & Comanding  your  ready  obedience  to  feverall  particu- 
lars therein  contejned,  requiring  wthall  a fpeedy  complyance 
wth  the  intimations  of  your  duty  given  to  the  late  Agents 
dureing  their  attendance  heere  all  which  wee  deemed  effen- 
tiall  to  your  quiet  fetlement  & naturall  obedience  due  unto 
us ; Wee  then  thought  thofe  markes  of  our  Grace  and 
Favour  fhould  have  found  no  better  acceptance  among  you, 
But  that  before  all  other  things  yo“  fhould  have  given  pre- 
ference to  the  Execution  of  all  our  comands  when  after  fo 
many  moneths  we  come  to  underftand  by  a letter  from  you 
to  one  of  the  Principall  Secretaryes  of  State  dated  the  21st.  of 
May  laft  that  very  few  of  our  directions  had  been  purfued 
by  your  Generali  Court,  the  further  Confideration  of  the 
remayning  particulars  having  been  put  of  upon  Inefficient 
pretences,  and  even  wholly  negleCling  your  appointment  of 
other  Agents  which  wee  required  to  be  fent  unto  us  within 
fixe  months  after  the  receipt  of  our  faid  letter  with  full  in- 
ftru&ions  to  attend  our  Royall  pleafure  herein  in  relation  to 
that  our  Government.  We  have  alfo  received  the  Peticon 
of  our  Trufty  & well  beloved  Robert  Mafon  Efq^e  whofe 
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ancedors  obteyned  diver?  Grants  & made  large  purchafes  of 
land  in  New  England,  humbly  laying  before  us  the  date 
of  his  further  pretenfions  to  the  property  of  foyle  in  a tradl  of 
land  lying  betweene  Merrimack  & Nahmkeck  Rivers  by  vir- 
tue of  a Grant  beareing  date  in  the  nineteenth  yeare  of  the 
Reigne  of  our  Royall  Grandfather : In  the  examination 
whereof  of  the  Lords  of  our  Comittee  of  forain  Plantations 
he  made  fuch  a progreffe  that  the  right  of  our  fubjedts  had 
already  been  thereupon  fetled,  when  the  humble  intreaty  of 
your  fajd  Agents  and  the  confent  of  the  fayd  Robert  Mafon 
that  in  regard  of  the  fuddaine  departure  and  want  of  power 
in  that  behalfe  the  determination  whereof  might  be  fufpended 
untill  the  arrivall  of  other  Agents  to  be  appointed  according 
to  the  limitation  of  our  aforefaid  letters,  as  ye  Agents  were 
able  to  informe  you  And  although  the  vindication  of  our 
Authority  and  the  demand  of  Judice  from  one  of  our  fub- 
jeffts  might  have  well  induced  to  ye  mod  fpeedy  meanes  of 
Redreffe  by  doing  us  & our  Subjects  Right,  wee  have  never- 
theleffe  Continued  our  Royall  Clemency  towards  you  & 
thought  fitt  to  give  you  further  opportunity  of  bearing 
evidence  of  your  duty  towards  us ; fo  as  no  further  occadon 
of  Complaint  may  be  offered  in  refped  of  your  behaviour, 
Wee  doe  therefore  by  thefe  our  letters  dridly  comand  & 
require  you  as  you  tender  your  allegiance  unto  us,  And  will 
deferve  the  effeds  of  our  Grace  and  Favour  (which  wee 
are  enclyned  to  afford  you)  ferioudy  to  reded  upon  our 
Comands  Conteyned  in  our  fayd  Letters  and  other  direc- 
tions at  feverall  times  intimated  unto  your  late  Agents, 
while  they  were  yet  attending  our  Councill  & particularly 
wee  doe  hereby  comand  you  to  fend  out  within  three  moneths 

after 
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after  the  receipt  hereof  fuch  prper  perfon  or  perfons  as  you 
think  fitt  to  choofe  and  that  you  give  them  fufficient  inflruc- 
tions  to  attend  the  Regulation  and  fetlement  of  that  our 
Government  and  to  Anfwer  your  proceedings  therein  and 
that  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  the  fayd  Robert  Mafon 
may  be  then  determined  wee  expedt  that  your  Agent  or 
Agents  be  not  only  prepared  to  lay  before  us  fuch  evidences 
of  Right  as  you  may  have  to  the  propriety  of  foyle  in  that 
trad  of  land  claymed  by  him,  but  wee  dired  you  alfo  to 
make  a publick  fignification  of  our  pleafure  unto  all  the 
inhabitants  and  Tertenants  thereof  that  they  doe  furnifh  at 
the  fame  time  your  fayd  Agents,  or  fuch  others  as  they 
may  depute  w'l1  the  prooffs  of  their  refpedive  titles  to  the 
land  poffeffed  by  them  to  the  end  they  may  be  fully  fattif- 
ffied  in  our  Royall  Juftice  that  they  have  not  binn  prevented 
in  the  full  Improvment  of  their  lawfull  defence,  which  wee 
hereby  dired  you  to  make  before  us  in  Councill,  fuch  is  the 
care  & tendernefs  that  we  will  always  continue  towards  y°.u 
and  other  our  fubjeds,  by  removeing  thofe  difficulties  and 
miftakes  that  have  arifen  by  the  execution  of  the  powers  of 
your  Charter  at  fuch  a diftance  from  us,  which  by  the  firft 
Intendment  and  prefent  Conflitution  thereof  (as  by  the 
Charter  appeares)  has  its  naturall  feate  and  Imediate  Direc- 
tion within  our  kingdome  of  England  and  that  the  due 
obfervance  of  all  our  Comands  above  mentioned  may  not  be 
any  longer  pretended  wee  require  you  upon  receit  hereof 
forthwith  to  call  a Generali  Court  and  therein  to  read  thefe 
our  letters  and  provide  for  our  fpeedy  fatisffa6fion,  in  default 
whereof,  we  fhall  take  the  moft  effeduall  meanes  to  procure 
the  fame  ; And  fo  wee  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  our  Court 

at 
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at  New  Market  the  30*  of  September  1680  in  the  two  & 
thirty eth  yeare  of  our  Reigne 

By  his  Ma‘r  Comand 

Sunderland 

To  our  Trufty  & well  beloved 
the  Gounf  & Magiftrates  of  the 
Maffachufetts  Colony  in  New 
England  now  & for  the  time  being. 


A List  of  Severall  Ships  and  Goods  Seized  in  his 
Mats  name  by  Edward  Randolph  his  Mat.s  Collector 
&c.  in  Boston  Salem  Piscatequa  and  the  Province 
of  Maine. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  (206),  16  Mar.  i6|~|  to  20  Dec.  1680. 

^Ppiscatequf  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampfhire  Seized  the 
Ketch  Induftry  of  Pifcataqua  Mark  Hawkins 
Mafter  70  Tun  Tobacco  Laden  Bound  for  Ire- 
land afterwards  would  unlaid  without  Entry 
Cleared  by  Jury  and  13  oddmony  given  in 
damages  againft  His  Maty  Levyed  by  Execution 
and  Paid. 

iS  Maya6t8Boston  Pink  Expectation  of  Bofton  100  Tun  Thomas 
Grecian  Mafter  imported  Goods  from  Cork  in 
Ireland  diredlly  was  Cleared  by  Jury  and  Edward 
Randolph  attached  in  an  Adtion  of  8ooli  for 
damages.3 

17  Augt 

3 Some  of  the  original  papers  written  the  depofitions  taken  by  Randolph  in 
by  Randolph  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas  the  cafe  of  Timothy  Armitage  nura- 
Grecian  are  found  in  the  Suffolk  Court  bered  1943. 
files  numbered  1879,  as  well  as  fome  of 


Documents  and  Letters . 


85 

at  Boston  50  Hoghs  and  4 Baggs  Virginnia  Tobacco  and 

two  Sloops  Seifed  a League  below  Bofton  going 
aboard  a Scotchman  Lying  and  trading  without 
Comand  Cleared  by  Jury  in  Bofton  ioo*1  bond 
procured  to  anfwer  his  Maty  upon  a rehearing. 

2 November  at  ) Bark  Gift  of  God  of  Guernfey  Eli  Nicholls 

Kittery  in  ye  > J 

Province  of  Maine ) Mafler  25  Tun  importing  European  Goods  con- 
trary to  the  1 5th  of  the  King  and  alfo  for  produc- 
ing noe  Certificate  &c.  cleared  by  Jury. 
at4BosCton  Bark  Gift  of  God  of  Kittery  John  Brock  Mafier 
25  Tun  for  unlivering  before  Entry  acquitted  of 
his  forfeiture  paying  5H  to  the  Profecutor. 
at* Salem  Ship  Maidenhead  of  Newberry  ioo  Tun  John 
Huling  Mafier  Bound  for  Bilbo  Seized  for  tak- 
ing Tobacco  aboard  before  Entry  or  Bond  given 
Cleered  by  Jury  & 16s  given  in  damage  again  ft 
his  Maty. 

is/ — 'at saiem  2 Hogd.s  of  Irifh  yarn  Seized  in  a Warehoufe  by 
the  Water  fide  Cleared  by  Jury. 

20 , — ' at  Boston  Ship  2 Sifters  of  Bofton  Timothy  Armatage  Maf- 
ter  100  Tun  from  France  Salt  Laden  Enters  from 
Bilboe  Run  his  good[s]  at  Marth  head  Mafter  or- 
dered to  pay  40h  for  oppofing  his  Matys  Officer  in 
his  duty  according  to  the  14  of  the  King  the 
money  was  paid  to  the  Trear  and  ordered  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Colony. 

17/ — 'at Boston  Ship  Expedition  of  Briftoll  Sam:  Lug  Mafter  100 
Tun  Entred  from  Minhead  produced  noe  Certifi- 
cat  brought  a great  Cargo  of  goods  from  Cork  in 
Ireland  Cleared  by  Jury. 

Seized 
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Seized  Peter  Lawrance  Matter  of  the  Ship  St  John 
of  Dublin  for  riding  out  of  Comand  and  trading 
contrary  to  Law  and  for  firing  4 Shott  at  his 
Ma*?  Jack  for  which  he  was  imprifoned  afterwards 
fined  io11  to  the  Country  and  foe  difmiffed. 

[ Endorfem ? torn\  ....  te  of 

• • # • 

. . March  11th  1680 

. . . th  of  March 

1680 

. . . . ye  9th  of  Aprill 

1681. 


Tobacco  seized  by  Edward  Randolph  to  be  restored 

TO  THE  OWNER. 

Maffachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V.  p.  298.  13  October  1680 

This  Court  hauing  a cafe  prefented  before  them  refpedt- 
ing  unto  a parcell  of  tobacco  feized  by  Edward  Randolph, 
and  underftanding  that  there  hath  paffed  a legall  tryall  that 
the  law  hath  not  condemned  the  fame,  it  is  hereby  declared, 
that  the  faid  tobacco  fhallbe  forthwith  deliuered  to  the  right 
ounors,  & ought  not  longer  to  be  deteyned  in  the  cuftody  of 
the  law. 

Bill  of  costs  of  John  Huling  against  Edward 
Randolph  for  seizing  his  vessel. 

Majfachujetts  Archives,  Vol.  XXXIX.  p.  680. 

1680  octo1?  24  John  Huling  his  Bill  ag'  Edwd  Randolph  Efq. 

Coppy  of  Libells  o.  oi.  6 


To 
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To  three  dayes,  Jorny  from  Salem  wth  horfes 
To  ye  Seafure  of  my  fhip  xb?r  24^  & lofs  of 
time  wth  14  men  fliee  being  of  Burthen  aboue 
a hundred  Tuns  and  might  haue  been  at  Sea 
now  ye  leether  being  foe  eateen  will  be 
greatly  to  ye  Damage  of  ye  Defend!  which  I 
leave  to  ye.  Judgm!  of  ye  Court. 

Libel  of  Edward  Randolph  against  the  ship 
Expedition  of  Bristol. 

M a \jfach itfetts  Archives,  Vol.  LXI.  p.  219. 

To  the  Honorable  Symon  Bradftreet  Efqr.e  Gouernor  & Court 
of  Affiftants  fitting  in  Bofton  ye  24^  day  of  December 
1680. 

The  information  & lybell  of  Edw : Randolph,  Efqr.e  Col- 
ledlo!  &c.  of  his  Maties  Cuftomes  in  New  England,  againft  the 
fliip  Expedition  of  Briftol  or  Corke  Samuell  Leg  [Lug]  Mr 
feized  for  his  Mau.es  ufe  the  14*  of  this  inftant  December  or 
thereabouts  rideing  att  anchor  in  Bofton  Harbor,  for  & in 
behalfe  of  our  fovereigne  Lord  King  Charles  ye  fecond  &c.  fd. 
Gouerno.  & fd  profecutor  as  followeth  : whereas  in  the  ftatute 
made  in  ye  Parliam*  of  or  foverigne  Lord  the  King  of 
England  &c.  in  the  11th  yeare  of  his  Raigne,  at  Weftminfter 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex  in  ye  fd  Kingdome  of  England 
amongft  other  things  it  is  enabled  by  ye  authority  of  ye  fd 
Parliam*  that  from  & after  the  2^  day  of  March  1664  no 
fliip  or  veffell  comeing  into  any  land  ifland  Plantation  terri- 
tory, colony  or  place  to  his  Maj1!6  belonging  or  which  fhall 
hereafter  belong  unto  or  be  in  ye  poffeffion  of  his  Ma‘!e  his 

heires 
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heires  or  fucceffors  in  Afia  Africa  or  America  fhall  lade  or 
unlade  any  goods  or  comodities  whatfoever  untill  ye  . . . 
have  made  knowne  to  ye.  Gouernor  of  fuch  land  ifland  &c.  or 
fuch  other  pfon  or  officer  as  fhall  be  by  him  authorized  & 
appointed,  the  arrivall  of  ye  fd  fhip  or  Veffell  with  her  name 
& ye  name  & furname  of  her  mr  & comander  & haue  fhewn 
to  him  y!  flie  is  an  Englifh  built  fhip  or  made  good  by  pro- 
ducing fuch  certificate  as  aforefd  yl  fhe  is  a fhip  or  veffell 
bona  fide  belonging  to  England  Wales  or  towne  of  Barwicke 
& navigated  with  an  Englifh  mr  & 3 forth  parts  of  her  mari- 
ners at  leaft  Englifhmen,  & haue  delivered  to  fuch  GouernoT 
or  other  pfon  or  officer,  a true  & perfedt  inventory  or  in- 
voyce  of  her  lading  together  with  the  place  or  places  in  wc.h 
ye  fd  goods  now  laden  or  taken  into  ye  fd  fhip  or  veffell  under 
paine  of  ye  Ioffe  of  ye  fd  fhip  or  veffell  with  all  her  guns  tackle 
Ammunition  furniture  & lading.  Whereas  Samuel  Leg  [Lug] 
matter  of  ye  fd  fhip  not  regarding  ye  paines  & penalties  of 
ye  fd  flatute  hath  come  into  ye  fd  Colony,  not  makeing  a due 
entry,  as  in  ye  fd  flatute  is  required,  it  is  yefore  in  behalfe  of 
his  fd  Mal!e  fd  Gouernor  & fd  profecutor  defired  y*  ye  fd  fhip 
with  all  her  tackle  furniture  Apparell  Guns  & Lading  ac- 
cording to  ye  fd  flatute  may  be  declared  forfeited  & yt  judg- 
ment & Condemnation  may  pafs  thereupon. 

Ed.  Randolph. 

Dec.  20.  1680 


Praying 


Documents  and  Letters. 


89 


Praying  a Quo  Warrto  agst  the  Governmt  of  ye 

Massachusetts. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  (216),  6 Apr.  1681. 

To  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Maty 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Edward  Randolph  Collector  of 
your  Maties  Cuftoms  in  New  Eng'? 

Sheweth 

That  yr  Petr  fome  time  paft  received  a Deputation  & in- 
ftrudtions  from  the  Commrs  of  yr  Ma11?5  Cuftoms  to  take  care 
that  the  feverall  Adts  of  Trade  & Navigation  might  be 
duely  obferved  in  the  five  Colonies  of  New  Engd  who  all 
own  & fubmitt  to  yr  Ma11.65  Laws  & Orders  humbly  praying 
ye  Continuance  of  yr  Ma^f5  favour  & protection  ; except  only 
ye  Colony  of  ye  Maffachufetts,  who  continually  refiffc  yr  Mat;fs 
Authority  & have  noe  regard  to  yr  Roy  all  Commands. 

That  in  ye  yeares  1679  & 1680  divers  Ships  & Veffells 
irregularly  trading  in  ye  Ports  of  ye  faid  Colon)^  were  feized 
by  yr  Petf  in  yf  Mau.es  name  & profecuted  in  ye  Courts  of 
Record  upon  ye  place  ; wherein  confiderable  Damages  were 
given  againft  yr  Mal!e  & forced  from  yr  Officers  contrary  to 
yr  Mal,'s  Laws  & their  Charter. 

Now  forafmuch  ye  Colony  of  ye  Maffachufetts  is  fubjedted 
to  ye  faid  Laws  & ought  to  give  all  due  obedience  to  ye  fame  : 
But  contrary  thereunto  that  Gov1?1  hath  denied  to  grant 
Appeals  to  yr  Matie  in  Councill  as  well  formerly  to  yr  Maties 
Subjedts  there  inhabiting,  as  in  the  late  caufes  relating  to  yr 
Ma‘'fs  own  affaires;  refufed  topublifh  yr  Mat5.es  Proclamations 
for  putting  ye  Laws  of  Trade  in  execution  in  yr  Maties  For- 
raine  Plantations  ; And  have  negledted  to  fend  over  Agents 
vol.  in.- 12  upon 


9o 


Edward  Randolph. 

upon  yr  Ma1!63  fecond  & finall  Commands  to  have  Agents 
attend  yr  MaV  within  3 monthes  after  the  receipt  of  yr  Ma11?3 
Royall  Letters,  wch  time  is  fince  elapfed : And  they  do  alfo 
contlue  to  Coine  money  wch  their  Agents  in  their  Petition 
to  yr  Mat5.e  acknowledged  a great  crime  & mifdemeanor  & 
craved  yr  Ma*1?3  Pardon  to  the  Govnf  for  foe  doing ; And 
have  likewife  converted  to  ye  ufe  of  their  Colony  Fines  & 
Forfeitures  due  to  yr  Mali.e  upon  breach  of  the  penall 
Laws  ; & laftly  fett  at  liberty  without  any  Proceffe  at  Law  a 
Matter  of  a Ship  apprehended  & legally  committed  to  Goale 
for  firing  4 great  Guns  in  port  at  yr  Maties  Jack  upon  pay- 
ment of  ten  pounds  fine  to  ye  ufe  of  ye  Colony 

And  forafmuch  as  ye  Charter  by  wch  this  Corporation  pre- 
tends to  aft  is  of  the  fame  conftitution  with  yl  of  ye  Cor- 
poration of  Bermodos  ags!  wc.h  Corporacon  yr  Mall.e  hath 
caufed  a Writt  of  Quo  WarPP  to  be  brought  (as  formerly 
hath  been  done  ags!  ye  Gov1?1  of  Virginia)  for  mifdemeanors 
committed  by  y™,  & their  refufall  to  fubmitt  ye  regulation  of 
their  Govmt  unto  your  Mafl.e 

And  whereas  ye  Corporacon  of  ye  Maffachufetts  have  far 
furpaffed  y1?  in  their  unparralell’d  mifclemeanors  & contempts 
& even  in  their  daily  arbitrary  aftings  amounting  to  no 
leffe  than  High  Treafon,  to  ye  great  oppreffion  & diffatisfac- 
tion  of  ye  people  inhabiting  under  their  Govm! 

The  Pet!  therefore  humbly  prays  yr  Ma*!6  in  ye  name  & 
behalfe  of  thofe  your  Ma11.63  good  Subjefts  to  dired  yr 
Ma".es  Attorney  Gen1!  to  bring  a Writt  of  Quo  Warr1.0 
ags!  ye  Gov!  & Corporacon  of  ye  Maffachufetts  Bay  in 
New  Eng'!  (wc.h  y!  Ma’ie  has  never  refuted  in  like  cafes) 

for 
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for  vacating  their  Patent,  there  being  noe  kind  of  doubt 
but  yr  Malifs  Writt  will  have  its  defired  effed  not  only  to 
ye  great  releife  of  yr  Ma11.68  oppreffed  Subjects  & bringing 
yl  Gov™1  under  their  due  allegiance,  but  to  ye  certaine 
encreafe  of  yr  Ma11.63  Cuftoms  & Revenue  here  in 
England.  And  yr  Pet"  fhall  etc. 

Read  in  Councill  Ap  : 6 : 1680 

Read  at  Com1?6  Ap  : 8 : 1680 

At  the  Councill  Chamber  in  Whitehall  6 Aprill  1681. 

It  is  this  Day  ordered  by  his  Majte  in  Councill  that  the 
R1  Honoble  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  plantations  do 
meet  on  Saturday  next,  and  Examyne  the  allegations  of  this 
petition,  and  Report  to  this  Boord  what  their  Lop.s  think  fit 
for  his  Majte  to  do  thervpon. 

Francis  Gwyn. 

Read  at  Corn16.6 1-680 
Ap  : 8 : 1681. 


Concerning  Coining,  Ships  & Magistrates. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book , 106,  p.  256. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  White  Hall 
Saturday  the  91!1  of  April  1681. 

Prefent:  Earl  of  Craven,  E.  of  Clarendon,  E.  of  Bathe, 
E.  of  Conway,  Ml  Chanc?  of  ye  Excheqf,  Mr.  Seymour,  S? 
Tho  : Chicheley,  Mf  Secr.y  Jenkins. 

The  Pet"  of  Edw  : Randolph  Collector  of  the 
Cuftoms  in  New  England  read  complaining  of 
divers  abufes  in  the  Goverment  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay ; viz, 

That 


Peticon  of  Edw. 
Randolph. 


92 


Edward  Randolph. 


Coyn  in  N : 
Engld 


Seizures. 


That  they  continue  to  Coyn  money  contrary  to  His  Maty’s 
pleafure  fignified  to  them. 

That  when  hee  makes  Seizures  of  Ships  in  the  execution 
of  his  Office  for  breach  of  the  A6ls  of  Parliament 
they  doe  force  him  to  depofit  a fumme  of  money  to  anfwer 
the  damages  before  hee  can  bee  admitted  to  a Tryal. 

Ships  & Sloops.  That  the  Commanders  of  their  Ships  @ Sloops 

prefume  to  carry  the  King’s  Jack  in  the  Main  Top  and 
without  leave  for  the  fame. 

My  Lord  Culpeper  acquaints  the  Committee  that,  while 
hee  was  in  New  England,  hee  did  obferve  that  the  general- 
ity of  the  People  in  New  England  were  very 
weary  of  ye  Goverment  of  the  Magiftrats ; but 
that  the  Magiftrats  alfoe  were  very  averfe  to  the  Gover- 
ment of  England. 


People. 

Magistrats. 


Reports  touching  New  Plymouth  & Randolph. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book , 106,  p.  260. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantacons 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Saturday  the  16th  of  April  1681. 

Prefent : Earl  of  Craven,  Earl  of  Bathe,  Earl  of  Conway, 
hd.  Bp  of  London,  M"  Seymour. 

New  England.  My  Lord  Culpeper  attends  and  gives  their 
Lop.s  an  acco*  of  the  State  of  New  EngE  and  that  the  Colony 
of  New  Plimouth  is  very  well  inclined  to  His  Matys  Goverm! 
and  does  therefore  deferve  to  bee  incouraged  which  their 

Report  touching  Lop.s  will  report  to  the  Council  and  are  of  opinion 
New  pi, mouth,  ^hat  ]\jew  England  cannot  bee  brought  to  a per- 
fect 
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fed  fettlement  vnlefs  a General  Governor  bee  fent  over  and 
maintained  there  at  ye  King’s  charge. 

Their  Lop.s  will  alfoe  propofe  to  His  Maty  that  all  Govern- 
ors bee  obliged  to  refide  within  their  Government,  and  that 
they  may  not  receive  any  Salary  during  their  abfence. 

Their  Lops  taking  into  confideration  the  good  fervice 
done  by  Mr  Randolph  in  New  England  and  the 
great  expence  hee  is  obliged  to  bee  at  (which  is 
alfoe  certified  by  my  Lord  Culpeper)  agree  to  Report  that 
his  Salary  as  Colledor  of  the  Cuftoms  in  New  England  bee 
doubled  for  his  future  encouragement. 


Report  about 
MU  Randolph. 


Randolph  to  Jenkins:  — Government  of  New  England. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  53  (5). 

Right  Honb!e  Aprill:  16:  1681  : 

I [t]  is  humbly  propofed,  that  the  Articles  & paper  con- 
taining feverall  high  mifdemeanors  given  in  by  my  felfe  to 
the  Lords  of  ye  Committye,  againft  the  Bofioners  at  my  firft 
returne  from  N.  Eng'!  with  Sr  Will.  Jones  & Sr  Francis 
Winningtons  opinion  thereupon  be  read,  as  alfo  my  petition 
& Appeal  to  his  Maue  & depofitions  taken  before  the  Lords 
ye  9th  inflant.  And  for  full  Confirmation  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter that  fome  perfon  be  ordered  to  attend  Mr  Atturny 
Gen1!  with  the  Bofioners  Charter,  & the  Ads  of  trade  & 
other  papers  lying  before  yr  Lords15.5  That  upon  report  of 
the  whole  matter,  his  Matie  may  pleafe  legally  to  proceed  & 
to  reduce  that  Gbm!  by  whofe  example  the  other  plantations 
mutinie  & are  uneafy,  & that  the  Correfpondency  & Com- 
bination which  to  my  knowledge  is  continued  betwixt  ye 

fadious 
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Edward  Randolph. 

fadious  parties  in  both  Englands  may  be  utterly  diffolved. 
That  a Quo  Warr1.0  is  ye  moft  legall  & fafe  way  of  proceed- 
ing with  them,  as  by  the  opinion  of  his  Mat,s  late  Atturney 
& Soliciter  Gen1!  under  their  hands  doth  appeare. 

That  upon  notice  given  of  a Quo  Warrt0  brought  againft 
them,  his  Matiebe  at  the  fame  tyme  pleafed  by  his  Commiffion 
(like  that  of  the  province  of  New  Hampfhire  carried  over  & 
executed  by  my  felfe)  to  fettle  a temporary  Gom!  in  that 
colony,  impowring  feverall  of  ye  Prefent  Magiftrates  & other 
Gent,  there  inhabiting  to  take  care  to  fee  juftice  duely  ad- 
miniftred  to  fecure  his  Maties  peace  & themfelves  from  for- 
aine  invafion : to  reheare  feverall  Caufes  upon  feizures 
illegally  given  againft  his  Matie  & to  fee  ye  Ads  of  trade  be 
duly  obferved,  & laftly  to  take  care  of  the  Militia  & to  putt 
the  Caftle  & forts  into  fafe  hands  till  a perfed  fettlement  of 
that  matter  be  determined.  That  his  Matie  by  printed  Dec- 
larations doe  fignifye  his  permitting  liberty  of  Confcience  in 
matters  of  Religion.  Every  man  to  enjoy  his  Rights  & 
legall  proprietyes  : & further  That  for  the  future  noe  money 
be  raifed  upon  his  Maties  Subjeds  there  (except  in  cafe  of 
F'orraine  invafion  or  difturbance  from  ye  Indians)  but  by  his 
Maties  leave  & allowance.  And  that  Mr  Danforth,  Noell, 
Saltenftall  Sen : & Mr  Gidney  magiftrates,  (who  entred  ye 
Province  of  Maine  lately  with  an  armed  force)  be  declared 
uncapable  of  publick  truft  or  Offices,  & that  they  are  bound 
to  their  good  behaviour  in  ioooil  bond.  Of  all  this  I quef- 
tion  not  but  to  give  his  Matie  a fpeedy  & effedual  account 
having  obtained  ye  Settleirf  of  the  province  of  New  Hamp- 
fhire by  his  Matles  Commiffion  a matter  of  farr  greater  diffi- 
culty: the  Quo  Warrt0  will  unhing  their  Goverm!  & prepare 

them 
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them  to  receive  his  Maties  further  pleafure,  Saving  with  all 
both  money  & tyme. 

I have  often  in  my  papers  prefd  the  neceffity  of  a Gen1! 
Govr  as  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  honr  & Service  of  the 
Crown  & the  good  & fecurity  of  the  whole  plantation  now 
caulonized  into  fmall  Corporations  & Gom?  unable  to  defend 
them  felves  or  releive  their  Neighbors ; but  in  many  refpe&s 
I doe  not  looke  upon  this  as  the  proper  feafon : befides 
fhould  any  force  appear  upon  the  Coafts  in  order  to  reduce 
them  to  reafon,  before  they  have  had  a legall  Summons  to 
make  their  defence  It  would  difcourage  ye  greateft  & 
honeft  party  upon  ye  place : but  after  a legall  profecution 
there  will  be  noe  need  of  force  for  I beleive  they  will  not 
add  rebellion  to  all  their  former  Extravigances.  Yet  putt 
cafe  they  fliould  not  regulerly  comply,  they  will  know,  and 
feare  for  what  is  already  committed,  That  his  Matie  will  putt 
them  out  of  his  Prote&ion,  & command  all  ye  Gov?  of  his 
foraine  plantations  to  feize  their  fhips  & drive  them  further 
to  trade,  without  which  they  cannot  at  all  fubfift.  As  to 
the  apprehenfions  of  their  joining  with  ye  French  They 
have  foe  great  a peique  againft  them,  that  they  want  onely 
an  opportunity  to  difpoffeffe  them  in  Nova  Scotia  Canada 
& New  found  Land.  All  this  is  humbly  fubmitted 

by  yr  Honrs  moft  obedient  ferv* 

Ed  Randolph. 

\Endorfed'\  Papers  about  Settlem*  of  the 
Gonf  of  Bofton  in  N.  Eng<? 

16  Apr : 81. 

To  the  Right  Honble  Sr  Lionell  Jenkin 
one  of  his  Maties  principall  Secryes  of  State. 

E.  Randolph. 

\_E?idofed\ 
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Part  of  the  Articles  of  high  mifdemeanors 
objected  againfl  ye  Gonf  of  Bofton 
in  New  Eng"! 

1.  they  have  erefted  a publick  Mint  & Coine  money. 

2.  have  putt  his  Maties  Subjects  to  death  for  matters  in 
religion. 

3.  made  lawes  repugnant  to  ye  Lawes  of  Eng'! 

4.  Invaded  the  neighbouring  Provinces  by  force  of  arms 
& Subjected  them  to  their  Gom! 

5.  levied  taxes  Excife  poll  money  Cuftoms  & other  dutyes 
upon  his  Maties  Subjects,  by  their  own  Authority. 

Denied  appeales  to  his  Matie  in  Councill. 

Denye  Baptifme  to  Children,  etc. 

Ye  opinion  of  Mr  Atturney  & Mr  Soliciter  Gen1! 

As  to  ye  mifdemeanors  objefted  agst  ye  Corporation  of  ye 
Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New  Eng'!  in  Managing  their  patent. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  fame  can  be  proved  to  be 
true  & that  they  were  committed  fince  the  Aft  of  Oblivion, 
they  doe  contain  fufficient  matter  to  avoid  the  patent  but 
that  Cannot  otherwife  be  done  then  by  a Quo  WarPP 

Will.  Jones 

proved  in  Committy  of  Lords  FRANCIS  WlNNINGTON. 

ye  9th  inftant ; upon  Oath. 

To  thefe  may  be  added  their  managing  their  Charter  in 
New  Eng?  whereas  by  thedoquett  of  faid  Charter  It  plainely 
appeares  that  they  were  conftituted  a Corporation  & to  be  a 
Govr  & Company,  etc  : here  in  Engd.  according  where  to 
they  did  aft  as  a Govr  etc : in  London,  & did  for  fome  tyme 

aft 
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aft  by  their  agents  & faftors  in  New  Eng?  Soe  that  a quef- 
tion  doth  arife,  wheither  by  removall  of  themfelves  their 
Charter  & the  execution  thereof  to  New  Engd  have  not  from 
that  tyme  vacated  their  Charter  & confequently  that  power 
is  revoked  & remaines  in  his  Mali.e 

I have  feverall  papers  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Seofy  if  I 
may  have  oppurtunity  to  attend. 

Randolph’s  Queries  : — Answers  of  Attorney  General  : 

— Randolph’s  salary. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Entry  Book , 61,  p.  120.  Apr. -May  1681. 

To  the  Right  Honble  the  Lords  of  the  Commttee  for  Trade 

and  Plantations. 

Rio-ht  Honb.le 

Queries  made  AV1&11L  1 AUU 

by  m\  Randolph.  jn  orc{er  t0  y0ur  Lop.s  further  fatisfaction  in 
appointing  methods  and  Inftruftions  to  regulate  the  judi- 
cial proceedings,  as  alfo  to  hinder  the  illegall  Trade  of  the 
Boftoners  for  the  future,  it’s  humbly  propofed 

That  1VB  Attorney  General  bee  defired  to  give  his  opinion 
to  your  Lop.s  upon  the  following  Queries,  Viz^ 

i.  Whether  feizures  made  of  Ships  & their  loading  ille- 
gally imported  into  New  England,  brought  to  a Tryall  and 
cleered  by  Jury  upon  Appeal  in  Court  to  His  Malle  in  Coun- 
cil cannot  bee  brought  to  a new  Tryall  upon  the  place? 
what  direftions  are  neceffary  for  procuring  the  fame,  And 
how  Juries,  (who  upon  Tryall  of  Caufes  relating  to  His 
Ma‘'?s  affaires,  bringing  Verdifts  contrary  to  evidence  and 
the  Letter  of  the  Law)  ought  to  be  proceeded  againfl? 

VOL.  III.  — 13 
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2.  Whether  the  order  made  by  the  Court  at  Bofton  Oct. 
Is.4  1680,  requiring  the  paym!  of  io}i  for  calling  a fpeciall 
Court,  bee  valid,  and  ought  to  bee  paid  by  His  Matie.’s  Officers 
in  Caufes  relating  to  His  Ma1'?’3  affaires?  and  whether  the 
feverall  Sumes  of  money  already  paid  by  vertue  of  that  Or- 
der, as  alfo  all  Coffs  and  damages  given  ags.4  His  Ma4!6,  and 
ffines  arbitrarily  impofed  and  payd  by  His  Ma4i.es  Officer, 
ought  not  to  bee  repayed  ? and  if  refuted,  how  to  bee 
recovered  ? 

3.  Whether  the  Governm4  of  Bofton  haue  right  to  receive 
Fines  and  Forfeitures  payable  upon  breach  of  the  Adts  of 
Trade  and  Navigation?  and  whether  all  fuch  ffines  already 
paid  and  received  by  them  ought  not  to  bee  paid  as  diredted 
in  the  Adt  made  for  preventing  of  frauds  of  the  14^  of  the 
King  ? 

4.  Whether  the  Governm!  of  Bofton  have  power  to  impofe 
Cuftomes,  Impofts  and  other  Dutys  upon  Englifh  built  Ship- 
ping coming  into  that  Colony,  and  alfo  upon  commodities 
wch  haue  cleered  and  paid  His  Ma4i.es  Dutys  in  England, 
Wales  &d  and  upon  Goods  and  Merchandizes  imported 
from  His  Ma41?8  fforreign  Plantations,  where  the  Dutys  are 
by  Law  diredted  to  bee  paid  ? 

5.  Whether  the  Governm!  of  Bofton  haue  power  to  lay 

dutys  upon  live  Cattle,  Sheep,  Oxen,  &c.  brought  to  Mar- 
kett  in  Bofton  from  the  Neighbouring  Colonies,  and  alfo 
impofe  and  levy  what  rates,  taxes,  excife,  Pole-money  &d! 
upon  the  Lands  and  Eftates  & perfons  of  His  Ma4ies  Sub- 
jedts  Inhabiting  that  Colony  as  often  and  in  what  manner 
they  pleafe,  without  having  ftrft  obtained  His  Maties  allow- 
ance and  confent  for  fo  doing?  Ed  Randolph. 

To 
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To  ye  Is*.  Where  a verdidt  is  given  upon  an  Information 
^Lton°iponS  upon  a Seizure  or  other  penall  Law  no  Appeale 
QaeHeSndolph  s lyes,  and  ’t  is  rare  that  a new  Tryall  is  awarded 
vnleffe  fome  mifcarriage  bee  proved  upon  the  Defd*  by 
tampering  with  the  Jury,  or  the  Court  bee  fatisfyed  that  the 
Verdidt  was  given  againft  plaine  and  diredt  evidence  and  the 
diredtion  of  the  Court. 

To  2.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  order  of  Odt.  i.  1680  is 
agst  Law  and  all  orders  for  the  King  to  pay  Cofts  and  may 
bee  Appealed  from  to  the  King  and  Councill,  and  upon 
fuch  Appeale  the  Councill  may  order  the  mony  vnduly  lev- 
yed  to  bee  reftored. 

To  3.  The  Comp5  or  Governml  are  not  intituled  to  the 
forfeitures  by  the  feverall  Adis,  but  one  moyety  to  the 
King,  the  other  to  the  Informer,  and  they  are  accomptable 
to  the  King  for  what  they  haue  received  of  the  King’s  moy- 
ety, and  ’t  is  proper  that  they  bee  diredted  to  pay  the  King’s 
moyety  to  fome  perfon  whom  the  King  fliall  appoint  his 
Receiver,  and  that  for  the  future  the  growing  forfeitures 
bee  paid  to  fuch  Receivor. 

To  4.  I am  of  opinion  that  by  their  Charter  they  haue 
no  power  to  lay  any  impofitions  upon  any  not  free  of  their 
Company,  Nor  upon  the  Ships  nor  Goods  that  come  thither 
from  other  Colonys. 

To  5.  I do  not  find  they  have  any  power  by  their  Char- 
ter to  lay  fuch  Dutys  or  Taxes  as  are  mentioned  in  the  5 
Ouaery,  efpecially  upon  thofe  that  are  not  free  of  their 
Company. 


R Sawyer. 
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Edward  Randolph. 

To  the  Right  Honb.le  the  Lords  Comm?  of  His  Matie’3  Treary. 

Queries  by  In  order  to  a better  regulating  the  Trade  of 

Mr  Randolph,  the  Colony  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  New 

England  It  is  humbly  propofed  that  Mr.  Attorney  Generali 
bee  defired  to  give  your  Lop.s  his  opinion  upon  thefe  follow- 
ing Queries. 

1.  Whether  the  Laws  of  Trade  and  Navigation  ought  not 
to  bee  from  the  firft  fignification  thereof  obferv’d  by  His 
Ma*?’3  Subjects  afwell  in  New  England  as  in  all  other  His 
Mat!fs  fforreign  Plantations,  and  what  forme  of  fignification 
is  neceffary  ? 

2.  Whether  that  Governm!  ought  not  to  admitt  of  Ap- 
peales  to  His  Mal!e  before  and  after  Tryalls  had  in  their 
Courts  by  Jury  or  otherwife? 

3.  Whether  in  Appeales  made  there  by  His  Ma*?’3  Officers 
and  other  His  SubjeCts,  good  fecurity  ought  not  to  bee 
taken  to  anfwer  before  His  Mal!e  here  in  England,  and  what 
courfe  muft  bee  taken  if  fecurity  bee  refufed  ? 

4.  Whether  the  Govr  & Company  of  the  Maffachufetts 
Bay  in  New  England  being  by  Charter  made  a Corporation, 
and  diredled  to  ad  here  in  England,  and  by  their  Agents 
and  ffaCtors  to  Governe  a TraCt  of  Land  granted  them  by 
that  Charter  in  New  England,  have  not  vacated  their  faid 
Charter  by  removing  themfelves  and  the  entire  execution  of 
that  Charter  to  New  England.  All  wc.h,  &c. 

Ed  : Randolph. 

Vpon  confideration  had  of  the  Queries  on  the  other  fide: 

MI  Attorney’s  To  ye  i3t  I am  of  opinion  that  the  Plantation 
opinion.  A6ts  being  publique  Laws,  and  the  Plantations 

particularly 
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particularly  bound  by  them,  did  bind  them  without  any  par- 
ticular notice  given  on  behalfe  of  the  King ; yet  it  hath  been 
vfuall  in  fuch  cafes,  to  take  away  all  colour  of  excufe,  to  fig- 
nifie  the  fame  by  fome  order  of  Councill  vnder  the  Councill 
Seale,  wc.h  will  bee  fufficient. 

To  ye  2 & 3.  There  is  no  queftion  but  the  Sovereignety 
remaining  in  the  King,  an  Appeale  doth  lye  to  His  Made  in 
Councill  as  from  Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  And  His  Ma1!6  in 
Councill  may  give  rules,  in  what  Cafes  Appeales  may  bee 
allowed,  and  how  profecuted,  and  for  what  value,  as  hath 
been  done  in  the  cafe  of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  with  confid- 
eration  had  to  the  greater  diftance  of  the  place ; for  it  would 
bee  an  infinite  vexation  to  allow  a Latitude  of  Appealing  in 
any  Cafe,  or  before  His  Ma1!6  in  Councill  haue  fettled  Rules, 
vnleffe  it  bee  in  fome  exorbitant  Cafe,  which  may  have  influ- 
ence upon  the  Governing 

4.  By  the  Charter  of  King  James  the  Councill  were  to 
refide  in  England,  and  to  manage  by  Deputies  and  affignes 
in  New  England,  but  by  the  Patent  4 Car.  1.  their  affignes 
are  made  a Body  Corporate  and  the  Governnf  vefted  in 
them,  and  they  may  refide  and  a6t  in  New  England. 

R Sawyer. 

Whitehall  Treary  Chamber  30°  April  1681. 
order  of  The  Lords  Comm?  of  His  Matie’s  Treary  are 

Reference  to 

M-  Attorney.  pleafed  to  referr  the  confderacon  of  this  paper 
to  My  Attorney  Generali,  who  is  defired  to  Report  his  opin- 
ion thereupon  to  their  Lop.s 

Hen.  Guy. 


May 
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Report  about 
MU  Randolph. 


May  it  pleafe  Yoy  Made 

Wee  haue  feverall  times  mett  and  confidered 
the  State  of  YoT  Mali.e’s  affaires  in  New  England, 
and  are  preparing  to  offer  vnto  Yo!  Ma4ie  the  moft  effeCtuall 
meanes  to  bring  that  part  of  your  Dominion  vnder  a fitt 
dependance  upon  the  Crown  And  Wee  haue  in  order  there- 
vnto  been  attended  by  My  Edwd  Randolph  Collector  and 
Surveyor  of  yof  Ma41?’5  Cuftomes  in  thofe  parts,  who  has 
taken  great  paines  and  run  great  hazards  in  the  difcharge 
of  his  Duty  there,  and  is  now  returning  thither  with  further 
power  vnder  the  Great  Seale  of  England  to  execute  the 
Truft  repofed  in  him.  But  forafmuch  as  his  former  merit 
hath  been  very  conhderable  and  that  hee  cannot  well  pro- 
ceed to  the  effecting  thofe  good  ends  which  are  intended 
without  fome  further  allowance  than  has  hitherto  been 
made  vnto  him  for  his  fervice  Wee  humbly  propofe  vnto 
yoT  Mal!e  that  to  the  Salary  of  One  hundred  pounds  which 
hee  now  enjoys  there  may  bee  added  the  yearly  Sume  of 
One  hundred  pounds  more  for  his  future  encouragenk  in 
the  profecution  of  that  fervice,  which  cannot  but  redound 
to  the  encreafe  and  fecurity  of  yoy  Ma11!’5  Cuftomes  here  in 
England.  All  wc.h  & c. 


Council  Chamby  in  Whitehal 
3I  May  1681. 


Report 
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Report  of  Attorney  General  abt  N : Engld  ; &c. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book  106,  p.  266. 

At  ye  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantations 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Tuefday  the  2T!1  June  1681 

Prefent:  Lord  Prefident,  Marq  : of  Worcefir,  Lord  Cham- 
berlane,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Hyde,  Mr  SecT  Jenkins. 

• ••••••«••• 

New  England.  ...  Mf  Randolph  prefents  to  ye  Comittee  a 
Report  of  Mr  Attorney  General  concerning  New  England 
and  particularly  that  hee  finds  the  forfeitures  which  are  in- 
curred vpon  the  breach  of  Adts  of  Parliament  in  New  Eng- 
land are  to  bee  accounted  vnto  the  King;  Whereupon  their 
Report  touching  Lo?s  will  Report  that  a letter  bee  written  to  the 
Government  of  Bofion  requiring  them  to  pay  all 
fuch  ffines  to  His  Maty’s  vfe  and  that  they  comply  with  the 
other  particulars  of  Mr  Attorneys  Report,  or  that,  vpon 
their  default,  His  Maty  will  proceed  to  quefiion  their  Charter 
by  a Quo  Warranto  in  Hillary  Terme  next. 
m:  Randolph.  In  the  mean  time  Mr  Randolph  is  orderd  to 
lodge  his  Appeals  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  Bofioners 
vpon  the  Seizures  made  by  him,  and  their  Lop.s  will  report 
that  Summons  bee  iffued  out  to  the  perfons  concerned 
therein  to  attend  in  a competent  time. 


A 
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A Narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Councill  of 
the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  in  New  England 
upon  rect  of  His  Mats  Comission. 

Tranfcripts  of  New  Hamp/hire  Documents , by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  104.  New 
Hampjhire  Papers , Vol.  XLVIII.  pp.  426-7  (1681). 

The  Commiffion  under  the  Great  Seal  for  eftablifhing  his 
Mats  authority  in  the  faid  province  being  by  Mr  Randolph 
delivered  unto  John  Cutt  efqr  appointed  Prefident  of  the 
Councill  upon  the  27th  of  December  1679.  The  Prefident 
forthwith  Summoned  the  Severall  perfons  named  in  the 
Commiffion  to  be  of  the  Councill  to  hear  it  read  which 
being  done  he  required  them  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Commif- 
fion to  accept  thereof  and  to  adminifter  him  the  Oaths  of 
Allegiance  and  Supremacy  and  the  oath  of  a Counfellor 
that  foe  they  might  enter  upon  the  admirfiflration  of  the 
affaires  of  the  province  But  Richard  Waldern  and  Richard 
Martin  two  of  thofe  named  of  the  Councill  faid  they  would 
take  time  to  confider  thereof  and  perfwaded  the  reft  to  doe 
the  like. 

The  faid  Waldern  and  Joffiua  Moody  the  Minifter  of 
Portfmouth  went  to  Bofton,  to  confult  fome  perfons  in  that 
Government,  how  they  ffiould  proceed  in  reference  to  his 
Majts  Commiffion  and  after  fomedays  being  returned  to 
portfmouth  they  Two  togeather  with  Richard  Martin  did  goe 
to  the  Prefident  and  told  him  they  were  refolved  not  to 
owne  the  Commiffion  and  did  earneftly  importune  the  Pref- 
ident to  rejedf  it.  Waldern  faid  he  would  be  hanged  at  his 
door  before  he  would  ad  by  authority  of  that  Commiffion. 
The  Prefident  told  them  he  would  give  obedience  to  his 

Majts 
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Majts  Commands  and  advifed  them  to  doe  the  like  the  faid 
Waldern  Martin  and  Moody  did  by  their  Sollicitations  pre- 
vaile  with  thofe  other  perfons  named  of  the  Councell  not  to 
accept  thereof  Suppofing  by  that  means  to  compell  the 
Prefident  to  quitt  the  Commiffion  believing  he  would  take 
upon  him  to  a<5t  fingly  Soe  that  the  Twenty  days  time  lim- 
ited by  his  Majty  for  publishing  the  Royall  Commiffion  and 
their  accepting  of  the  Government  were  expired. 

Hereupon  the  Prefident  having  advifed  with  feverall  of 
the  Principall  and  loyall  perfons  of  the  province,  did  by  a 
public  Declaration  give  notice  to  all  the  inhabitants  that  he 
did  accept  of  his  Majts  Commiffion  and  required  them  to 
repair  unto  the  Towne  of  Portsmouth  upon  a Day  prefixed 
to  hear  the  Commiffion  read  and  to  Confult  with  him  for 
carrying  on  the  Government  until  his  Majts  pleafure  were 
known  and  commanded  all  perfons  in  his  Majts  name  to  for- 
beare  giving  any  disturbance  to  the  peace  of  the  province  as 
they  would  anfwer  the  contrary  at  their  perill,  the  which 
Declaration  was  received  with  agenerall  joy  and  Satisfadlion 
of  the  people. 

Upon  the  proceedings  of  the  prefident  Waldern,  Martin 
and  Others  fent  to  the  feverall  Ministers  of  the  Province  to 
advife  with  them  what  was  to  be  done,  Who  meeting  at  Ports- 
mouth in  the  houfe  of  Martin,  ffour  days  were  Spent  in  con- 
sultation, at  laft  it  was  refolved,  That  they  would  accept  of 
the  commiffion  and  affume  the  Government,  leaft  the  Pref- 
ident Should  putt  others  in  their  places  it  being  better  for 
them  to  govern  who  had  formerly  been  in  Commiffion  under 
the  Mafifachufetts  Governnf  then  for  others  of  different  prin- 
ciples to  command  them,  And  thefe  reafons  were  fent  unto 

VOL.  m.  — 14  fome 
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fome  of  the  Magiftrates  of  Bolton  to  Shew  the  neceffity  of 
their  owning  his  Majts  authority  and  obeying  his  Commands. 

Then  Waldern,  Martin  and  the  reft  went  unto  the  Pref- 
ident  and  declared  unto  him  that  they  did  accept  of  the 
Commiffion  But  withall  told  him  That  fince  his  Maty  had 
allowed  liberty  of  confcience  to  his  proteftant  Subjects,  and 
they  being  unfatisfied  with  the  manner  of  taking  the  oaths  in 
England  as  repeating  the  words  in  the  oaths  of  Allegiance 
and  Supremacy  and  Swearing  upon  the  holy  Bible  to  be  need- 
lefs  ceremonies  they  thought  it  convenient  to  difpenfe  there- 
with, and  having  heard  the  aforefaid  oaths  read  unto  them 
and  holding  up  their  hands  declared  them  to  be  well  taken. 

The  day  after  being  the  21st  January  they  made  choife  of 
Three  more  to  be  of  the  Councell  Two  whereof  were  in 
Commiffion  while  the  Maffachufetts  ufurped  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  province,  and  Waldern  gotthimfelf  to  be  eledted 
Deputy  Prefident  and  continued  Commander  in  cheif  of  the 
Militia  a place  he  held  formerly  under  the  Maffachufetts. 

The  major  part  of  the  Councill  being  ill  pleafed  with  the 
former  proceedings  of  that  loyall  Gent.  John  Cutt  efqr  Pref- 
ident Since  deceafed  whom  they  found  too  much  addidted 
to  his  Majts  Service  take  advantage  of  his  illnefs  and  abfence 
to  make  an  order  to  limitt  the  Prefident  to  a Single  Vote 
and  have  Since  adted  without  him. 

Then  the  Councill  iffue  out  Summons  for  choofmg  of 
Deputies  for  the  Generali  Affembly,  but  withall  publifh  an 
Order  That  none  fhould  prefume  to  give  their  votes  for 
choife  of  Deputies  but  Such  as  they  Should  nominate  upon 
penalty  of  ffive  pounds  and  in  Townes  of  above  Two  hun- 
dred houfes  not  above  Twenty  perfons  permitted  to  vote  at 

the 
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the  day  of  Ele&ion  very  many  did  demand  their  right  and 
liberty  to  vote,  but  were  denied  and  threatened  to  be  pun- 
ifhed  by  Waldern  and  others  for  contempt  of  authority  in 
difobeying  their  Commands  So  that  the  Deputies  in  effedl 
are  chofen  by  the  Councell. 

The  Councill  have  declared  themfelves  to  have  a Legifla- 
tive  power  and  that  no  Law  (hall  be  of  force  but  what  is 
made  by  the  Affembly  and  ratified  by  them. 

They  have  declared  themfelves  a Court  of  Appeals  and 
have  Denyed  Appeals  to  his  Majty  and  have  threatened  to 
punifli  Such  as  fhould  appeall  from  them  to  his  Majty  con- 
trary to  the  Exprefs  words  of  the  Commiffion. 

They  have  made  a Law  to  confirm  the  Laws  of  the 
Maffachufetts  Colony  and  the  Title  to  Lands  derived  from 
that  authority. 

They  have  made  a Law  that  no  Magiftrate  or  Elder  of  a 
Church  fhall  pay  any  Tax  or  Rate  whatfover,  whereby  the 
Councill  and  Deputies  are  freed  from  impofitions  the  In- 
habitants are  rated  at  Will  and  doom  fome  perfons  that  are 
not  worth  ioolb  being  rated  farr  more  than  thofe  who  are 
worth  iooolb. 

They  have  raifed  Great  Summs  upon  the  inhabitants  and 
it  doth  not  appeare  how  expended,  the  only  vifible  expence 
being  in  eating  and  drinking  the  Councill  allways  meeting 
in  an  Ordinary. 

They  ffined  Captn  Barefoot  iolb  for  accepting  a Commiffion 
from  Mr  Randolph  to  be  his  Deputy  Surveyour  at  Pafcata- 
way  and  committed  him  to  prifon  untill  paid  Saying  that 
all  perfons  that  were  employed  in  Such  bufinefs  fhould  be 
puniffied. 

Upon 
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Upon  complaint  of  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  heavy  Taxes  laid  upon  them  It  was  demanded  of  the 
Councill  upon  the  11th  of  March  laft  an  accompt  in  writing 
what  moneys  have  been  affeffed  levyed  and  collected  Since 
the  eflablifhment  of  the  prefent  Government  and  how  and 
for  what  expended  that  his  Majty  might  be  informed  of  the 
State  and  condition  of  the  province,  but  it  was  pofitively 
denyed. 

The  Councill  would  have  enforced  an  Oath  of  Secrefy 
upon  Mr  Chamberlain  his  Majtes  Secretary  of  the  Province 
and  Clerk  of  the  Councill  that  he  fhould  not  give  an  account 
to  his  Majty  of  their  proceedings  nor  write  any  matters  to 
England  but  fuch  as  they  fhould  order,  and  for  refufmg 
hereof  he  was  threatened  to  be  turned  out  off  the  Councill, 
and  hitherto  have  fettled  no  Salary  upon  him  and  have  ap- 
pointed Two  of  themfelves  to  be  Recorders  & Secretares  of 
the  province,  who  fhare  the  profits  and  ffees  between  them 
thereby  defrauding  him  from  the  Rights  of  the  place. 

Upon  the  whole  matter  it  may  cheifly  be  obferved. 

1.  Moft  of  the  Councill  did  to  their  uttmoffc  oppofe  his 
Majtes  Royall  Commiffion  for  fetling  the  province. 

2.  The  Councill  have  not  taken  the  oaths  of  Allegiance 
& Supremacy  as  the  Commiffion  and  Law  requires. 

3.  They  have  appointed  the  Deputies  for  the  Affembly 
and  would  not  Suffer  the  inhabitants  to  give  their  votes. 

4.  They  have  declared  themfelves  a Court  of  Appeals  and 
have  Denyed  Appeals  to  his  Majty  contrary  to  the  Commiffion. 

5.  They  have  made  Severall  Laws  abfolutely  repugnant 
to  the  Laws  of  England,  and  derogatory  to  his  Majts  Royall 
authority. 


6. 
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6.  They  have  not  given  his  Majty  an  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings nor  tranfmitted  their  Laws  although  pofitively 
required  to  be  done  every  Three  months  at  lead  and  have 
particularly  ordered  That  the  Laws  for  taxing  the  people, 
and  freeing  themfelves  and  their  party  fhall  not  be  Sent  to 
his  Majty. 

7.  The  Councill  is  overuled  by  Waldern,  Martin  and 
Some  others  who  doe  deny  his  Majts  Sovereignty  in  the 
province,  and  upon  Sundry  occafions  have  uttered  words  of 
a dangerous  and  pernicious  confequence. 

All  which  wilbe  made  out  upon  Oath  if  yor  Lordfhips 
fhall  think  ffit  to  require  it. 

Read  ye  6 Sept.  1681.  Read  again  10th  Sept.  1681. 


Order  for  Letter  to  the  Massachusets. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book,  106,  p.  292. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantacons 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  White  Hall 
Thurfday  the  18^  Odtober  1681. 

Prefent : Lord  Privy  Seale,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Earl  of 
Bath,  Earl  of  Craven,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Earl  of  Conway,  Lord 
Vifco!  Hyde,  Mr  Secry  Jenkins,  Mr  Godolphin. 

• • ••••••••• 

r-etoye  . . . Their  Lop.s  order  a Letter  to  bee  pre- 

Massachusets.  parc[  fr0m  His  Maty  to  the  Maffachufets,  taking- 

notice  of  the  abufes  committed  in  ye  courfe  of  Trade  con- 
trary to  the  A6ts  of  Parham!  and  recommending  vnto  them 
Mr  Randolph  Officer  of  His  Maty.’s  Cuftoms  there  whom  His 
Maty  expedls  fhould  bee  countenanced  by  that  Goverment, 

being 
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being  well  fatisfyed  with  his  fervices  and  having  therefore 
given  him  a fuller  authority  vnder  the  great  Seal,  letting 
them  vnderftand  that  as  His  Maty  is  ready  to  give  them  all 
protection,  foe  hee  experts  that  they  fhould  bee  obedient  to 
his  Laws.  That  they  fhould  haften  the  fending  over  their 
Agents,  His  Maty  beleeving  that  many  perfons  would  have 
been  willing  to  come  if  they  had  been  fully  inftruCted  and 
impowred.  That  if  they  faild  to  obey  His  Maty  herein,  His 
Maty  will  take  fuch  further  refolutions  as  are  neceffary  to 
preferve  His  Authority. 

L<?  Culpeper.  My  Lord  Culpeper  puts  their  Lops  in  mind  of 
a Difference  depending  in  New  England  between  feveral 
perfons  and  Colonies  concerning  the  Narraganfet  Country 
and  prefents  the  names  of  fit  perfons  vpon  the  place  to  bee 
Commifs?  to  enquire  into  the  whole  matter. 

Their  Lop.s  doe  hereupon  Order  that  a Letter  bee  pre- 
pared for  His  Majefty  conftituting  thofe  perfons  Commif- 
fioners,  wth  power  and  directions  to  enquire  into  ye  Titles 
which  His  Maty  and  the  feveral  Colonies,  or  any  other  per- 
fons whatfoever  have  to  the  JurifdiCtion  and  Soyle  of  that 
Province,  and  to  Report  the  true  ftate  thereof  to  His  Maty 
for  His  determination. 

Lre  from  ye  King  to  the  Massachusets. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Ejitry  Booh,  61,  p.  132.  21  061.  1681. 

Trufty  and  Welbeloved  Wee  Greet  you  Well. 

According  to  an  ACt  of  Parliam!  made  in  the  25th  year  of 
our  Reign  Wee  thought  fit  to  appoint  Edward  Randolph 
Efqr  to  be  ColleClor  fearcher  and  Surveyor  of  our  Cuftomes 

in 
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in  our  Colony  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  to  prevent  the  Abufes 
and  Breaches  of  former  A6ts  of  Trade  and  encouragement 
of  fhipping  and  Navigation  frequently  practifed  and  con- 
nived at  in  our  faid  Government.  And  although  wee  are 
very  well  fatisfyed  that  the  faid  Edward  Randolph  hath  dif- 
charged  himfelf  with  all  fidelity  & circumfpeftion  in  his  faid 
Office,  yet  by  reafon  that  vnlawfull  trading  is  countenanced 
by  you,  all  his  care  hath  been  of  little  effedl  for  our  fervice, 
you  having  fuffered  Attachments  to  be  granted  againft  our 
faid  Officer  and  his  Deputies  for  doing  their  duty;  And 
contrary  to  Law  when  the  faid  Officers  have  profecuted 
Offenders  in  or  name  they  have  been  obliged  to  depofite 
feverall  fumms  of  mony  before  they  could  obteyn  a tryall, 
and  after  fuch  tryalls  they  have  been  made  to  pay  cofts,  be- 
fides  feverall  other  hardfhips  put  vpon  them  Wee  are  fur- 
ther informed  that  you  have  refufed  to  allow  Appeales  to  be 
made  to  vs  in  matters  relating  to  our  Revenue,  and  that  you 
have  feized  into  your  hands  the  Moyety  of  forfeitures  be- 
longing to  vs  by  Law;  Now  though  there  are  many  things 
lying  before  vs  concerning  Our  Government  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  which  require  a Regulation  and 
Settlement,  Yet  will  wee  forbear  to  mention  the  fame,  fince 
by  your  Letter  to  one  of  our  Principall  Secn.es  of  State  of 
the  3d  of  June  laft.  Wee  find  that  you  doe  intend  to  fend 
perfons  authorized  by  you  to  fatisfy  vs  concerning  fuch  mat- 
ters as  have  been  amifs  in  our  faid  Colony,  Who  wee  hope 
may  ere  this  time  be  on  their  way  hither,  in  regard  the 
time  is  elapfed  which  wee  had  limited  for  their  being  here ; 
Wee  are  not  willing  to  beleive  that  their  not  coming  fooner 
hath  been  by  any  defigned  delay,  but  wee  cannot  admitt  of 

your 


I 12 


Edward  Randolph. 

your  excufe  in  your  faid  Letter  of  the  third  of  June  to  be 
fufficient,  becaufe  it  is  not  reafonable  to  doubt  but  that 
many  of  our  good  Subjects  fitly  qualified  would  be  willing 
to  attend  vs  here  if  they  were  fully  inftrudted  & authorifed 
by  you  for  it,  and  therefore  if  the  fame  be  not  already  done, 
wee  expect  that,  fetting  afide  fuch  excufes  as  are  not  to  be 
admitted,  fit  perfons  be  fent  without  further  delay.  But  for 
the  prefen t what  wee  require  of  you,  Is,  That  you  give  all 
the  countenance  & encouragement  to  the  before  mentioned 
Edward  Randolph  and  his  Deputies  in  the  execution  of 
their  Offices,  with  whofe  former  execution  of  his  Office  wee 
are  fo  well  fatisfied  that  wee  have  granted  him  a further  au- 
thority vnder  the  great  feale  of  England  to  enable  him  to 
perform  his  truft  according  to  Law;  And  wee  alfo  expeft 
from  you  that  you  caufe  reftitution  to  be  made  of  the  mony 
leavyed  from  our  faid  Officers,  and  that  you  give  vs  an 
Accol  of  our  Moyety  of  the  faid  forfeitures  by  you  received ; 
That  you  take  effedtuall  care  that  the  A6t  for  the  encour- 
agement of  fhipping  & Navigation  made  in  the  12  year  of 
our  Reign,  & the  A6t  for  fecuring  the  Plantation  Trade*) 
be  put  in  due  execucon,  and  that  our  faid  Officers  may  be 
permitted  to  profecute  all  fuch  as  fhall  violate  ye  fame  with- 
out charge,  as  is  vfuall  in  this  our  Kingdome  It  being  Our 
Royall  pleafure  alfo  to  admit  the  (*  made  in  the  25*  year  of 
our  Reign,  and  all  other  A6Is  concerning  Trade)  bringing  of 
Appeales  in  all  cafes  relating  to  our  Revenue,  wee  require 
you  to  allow  thereof  from  time  to  time.  And  as  wee  never 
have  been  wanting  in  giving  you  all  due  and  equall  protec- 
tion with  other  our  fubjefts,  fo  wee  expedt  that  our  Laws 
fhall  be  as  equally  obferved  by  you,  and  that  accordingly 

you 
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you  will  yeild  obedience  to  thefe  our  commands,  and  tbofe 
formerly  flgnified  to  you,  and  that  you  forthwith  difpatch 
Agents  to  vs,  fufficiently  authorized  and  inftrudted  in  all 
matters  relating  to  our  Government  vnder  your  care ; in 
default  whereof  wee  fliall  take  fuch  further  refolutions  as 
are  neceffary  to  preferve  our  authority  from  being  negledted. 
But  not  doubting  that  your  good  affedlion  towards  vs  and 
your  prudence  will  prevent  any  fuch  courfe,  which  wee  are 
vn willing  to  be  brought  to  make  vfe  of,  Wee  bid  you  hear- 
tily farewell;  from  Our  Court  at  Whitehall  this  2il.h  of  Oc- 
tober in  the  33*  year  of  our  Reign. 


William  Blathwayt  to  Edward  Randolph. 


MaJJ'ach u fetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  246. 


Whitehall  the  22  October  1681 

Sr 

I have  Received  yor  Two  Letters  wth  ye  enclofed  to  my 
Lord  Culpepper  and  am  glad  you  are  fafely  gott  on  fliip 
board,  which  I reckon  halfe  ye  way  to  Bofton : as  I ceafe 
not  to  perfecute  you  at  all  times  with  bufmefs  you  will 
eafily  take  upon  you  the  troble  of  this  letter  to  ye  Maffa- 
tufetts,  fince  it  is  chiefly  intended  to  recommend  you  to 
yl  people,  with  what  fuccefs  I cannot  tell.  It  is  exceeding 
foft  and  gentle  and  meddles  with  nothing  but  ye  fending 
Agents,  but  I haue  Reafon  to  hope  that  things  will  goe 
neuer  the  lefs  well  for  ys  mild  way  of  Proceeding,  there 
being  but  one  thing  wanting  to  fett  all  right. 

I heartily  wifli  you  and  yr  ffamily  may  haue  a Profperous 
Voyage  & a kind  Welcome  at  Bo  Aon  where  you  haue  but 
vol.  hi.  — 15  one 
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one  rock  to  avoid  wch  you  ought  to  be  aware  of.  I meane 
yor  letting  them  come  within  you  after  which  they  will  eafily 
giue  you  the  Cornifh  Hugg. 

Pray  fpare  me  not  with  your  letters  fince  I am  really  Sr 
your  mod  faithfull  serv1 

William  Blathwaytes. 

Pray  deliver  ye  Enclofed. 

M*  Randolph  complains  in  his  last  Letters. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry  Book,  61,  p.  150  [1681]. 

Danforth’s  Faction.  That  My  Danforth  hath  made  a party  ag!  him  in 
the  Generali  Court,  giving  out  that  none  had  power  to  feize 
Ships  without  a Warrant  from  the  Gov!  or  from  a Magidrate. 
Navaii  officer.  That  in  oppofition  to  My  Randolphs  Commifdon 
a Law  is  made  that  all  Veffells  fliall  clear  with  the  Naval 
Officer  lately  edablifhed  in  that  Colony  againd  the  opinion 
and  without  the  confent  of  the  Governor. 

Acts  of  Trade  That  they  have  made  a Law  in  March  lad  enforc- 
25  of  the  Kmg.  jng  A 61s  of  the  12  & 15  of  the  King,  without 

taking  notice  of  the  25*  of  His  Maty,  cheifly  intended  for 
the  Trade  of  thofe  parts. 

Damages.  That  they  forced  him  to  give  fecurity  to  anfwer 
damages  before  Tryalls. 

Clearing  of  ships.  That  hee  is  not  permitted  to  fee  the  clearing  of 
fhips. 

Trade.  That  not withdanding  his  Appeals  Ships  are  per- 
mitted to  go  away  wthout  giving  fecurity  to  dand  a further 
Tryall. 

That  he  is  obdrudted  in  all  the  parts  of  his  Office. 

Indians. 
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Indians.  Navigation  and  Trade. 

State  Papers)  Colonial , Bundle , 53  (17).  15  Feb.  168J.  [Printed  document.] 

Indians. 

It  is  Ordered  by  this  Court  and  the  Authority  thereof ; 
that  all  Indians  that  belong  to  this  Jurifdidtion,  except  Ap- 
prentices or  Covenant  Servants  for  years,  are  to  live  among, 
& under  Government  of  the  Indian  Rulers  of  Natick , Pun - 
kepang  or  Wamejit , which  are  places  allowed  by  this  Court, 
order  to  Regulate anc^  appropriated  for  the  Indians  to  live  in, 
where  there  is  Land  fufficient  to  improve  for  many 
Families  more  than  are  of  them  : and  if  any  fhall  refufe  to 
comply  with  this  Order,  It  is  referred  to  the  Seledt  men  of 
every  Town  by  Warrant  under  their  hand,  to  fend  fuch  In- 
dian or  Indians  to  the  Houfe  of  Correction  or  Prifon,  until 
he  or  they  engage  to  comply  with  this  Order. 

February  15.  1681. 

For  the  fatisfaftion  of 
HIS  MAJESTY 

And  the  better  regulating  of  the  Navigation  and 
Trade  of  this  fur  if  diction  : 

And  in  Purfuance  of  a Law  made  OTtober  the  tenth 
One  thoufand  fix  hundred  feventy  feven, 

Referring  thereunto. 

Naval  Office. 

It  is  Ordered  and  EnaCted  by  this  Court  and  the  Author- 
ity thereof,  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  His  Majcjiies  Reign,  Entituled  an  A6t  for  encourag- 
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ing  and  encreafing  of  Shipping  and  Navigation;  and  the 
Adi  made  in  the  fiveteenth  year  of  His  Majejiies  Reign, 
Entituled  an  Adi  for  the  encouragement  of  Trade,  be  forth- 
with Publifhed  in  the  Market  Place  in  Botton,  by  beat  of 
Drum ; And  that  all  Claufes  in  faid  Adis  Relating  to  this 
Plantation  be  ttridily  taken  notice  of,  and  obferved,  as  faid 
Adis  Require. 

It  is  further  Ordered  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  that  a 
Naval  Office  be  forthwith  Eredied,  and  fettled  in  the  Town 
Eraeaed)inCJ^«  Bofton , for  the  Entring  of  Ships  and  other 

Sk?v^!gandnds’ Veffels,  Outward  and  Inward  Bound,  for  the 
granting Lertifi-  f-aking  0f  Bonds,  receiving  and  granting  Certifi- 
cates for  their  Clearing,  according  as  in  faid  Adis  is  diredied: 
And  all  Commanders  and  Matters  of  Ships  and  other  Vef- 
fels are  required  to  take  notice  hereof,  and  to  make  their 
Entries,  to  give  Bonds  and  receive  and  produce  Certificates 
in  faid  Office  as  they  are  refpediively  Concerned,  on  the 
penalties  in  the  aforefaid  Adis  of  Parliament  exprett. 

Provided,  fuch  Veffels  as  pafs  to  and  fro  within  our  Har- 
bours, or  Rivers,  fhall  not  be  Obliged  to  Enter,  and  give 
Bond  as  abovefaid  ; nor  fuch  Veffels  as  pafs  from  Port  to 
Port  on  the  Main  Sea,  on  the  Coatt  of  New- England ; Un- 
lefs  they  take  in  for  their  own  Stores,  and  Trade  in  fome  of 
His  Majejiies  Colonies  in  New- England  more  then  one  Tun 
of  each  of  the  Commodities  enumerated  in  faid  Adis. 

And  for  the  due  Execution  of faid  Office 
James  Russel  It  is  Ordered,  That  James  Ruff  el  Efqr.  who  was 

Esq.  Officer  in  . 

Boston.  chofen  by  this  Court,  January  the  eleventh  one 

thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty,  be  the  Officer,  who  fhall 

have 


Documents  and  Letters. 


1 1 7 


have  Commiffion  under  the  hand  of  the  Governour,  or  Secre- 
tary, and  Seal  of  the  Colony,  and  be  Sworn  by  faid  Gover- 
nour to  the  faithful  Difcharge  of  the  fame  ; which  Officer  fo 
Authorized,  ffiall  keep  fair  Books  of  all  Entries,  Certificates 
and  Bonds,  which  ffiall  alwayes  be  liable  to  the  view  of  any 
Officer,  or  other  Perfon  that  may  inform  of  the  breach  of 
faid  A61s  ; or  other  Laws  in  purfuance  thereof,  or  referring 
to  the  Trade  of  this  Jurifdidlion. 

And  for  the  greater  eafe  of  the  Town  of  Salem  and  adja- 
Benj . Gerrish  cent  Ports,  Benjamin  Gerrijh  is  appointed  the 
“fficerat  Officer  in  the  Town  of  Salem , who  ffiall  in  like 
manner  be  Sworn,  and  ffiall  make  Entries,  take  Bonds,  and 
receive  and  grant  Certificates,  as  the  faid  Officer  in  Bojlon , 
is  obliged  to  do:  & ffiall  alfo  once  in  fix  Moneths  Return 

O 


fair  Copies  of  all  Bonds  by  him  taken,  unto  faid  Officer  in 
Bojlon ; who  ffiall  in  like  manner  from  time  to  time,  once  in 
fix  Moneths  deliver  fair  Copies  of  all  Bonds  to  the  Gover- 

HisFeesas  nour : and  ffiall  receive  for  his  Service  referring 
cierks  of  county  ^ j.jie  Premifes  fuch  Fees  as  by  Law  are  allowed 

to  Recorders  and  Clerks  of  County  Courts. 

~ ~ , • And  for  the  Governours  Signing  a Certificate 

Gov.  f1  ee  for  sign-  O o 

mg  a certificate.  for  fae'lY  Clearing,  the  Fee  ffiall  be  two  /hillings . 

It  is  further  Ordered  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  that  if 
any  Perfon  ffiall  defire  and  obtein  a Special  Court  for  the 
Trial  of  any  Cafe  referring  to  the  Premifes,  he  ffiall  give  in 
expresly  agt  his  ufual  Caution  to  refpond  all  Cofts,  before  War- 

Maties  lettr  1 

oct:  2i ; 1681.3  rants  be  iffued  forth,  to  affemble  faid  Court  and 
Jury;  and  if  any  perfon  be  damnified  by  falfe  Information, 

wrongful 


8 The  marginal  note  is  in  Randolph’s  handwriting. 
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wrongful  Searching,  or  feizing  any  Goods,  Ship,  or  other 
Veffel,  he  may  Recover  the  fame  by  an  Adtion  of  the  Cafe, 
in  any  Court  or  Courts  of  Judicature,  according  to  the  ufual 
courfe  of  Law. 


A nd  for  the  Encouragement  of  his  Majefiies  Officer  or 
Officers , and  alt  Informers : 

It  is  hereby  declared,  That  faid  Officer  or  Officers  and  In- 
formers, fhall  from  time  to  time  be  aided  and  affifted  by  all 
* but  not  wthout.4  Marfhals,  Conftables  and  other  Officers,  by  War- 
rant # from  the  Governour,  Deputy  Governour,  or  any 
Magiftrate,  in  the  profecution  of  the  breaches  of  faid  Adis 
of  Trade  and  Navigation. 

[And  the  Secretary  is  ordered  to  Signe  all  the  com- 
miffions  for  faid  office,  and  caufe  the  Courts  order  to 
be  publifhed  wth  the  Adis  of  Trade,  as  is  before  pro- 
vided.5] 


Whereas  you  J.  R.  are  Chofen  Naval  Officer  for  the  feveral 
Naval  officers  Ports  of  the  Maffachufets  Colony,  and  have  re - 
0ath-  ceived  a Commiffion  from  the  Governour  and  Com- 

pany of  faid  Colony  for  the  Execution  of  that  Office , You  do 
Sweare  by  the  Great  Name  of  the  ever-living  God,  that  you 
will  carefully  and  duely  attend  the  Execution  of  the  faid 
Office,  according  to  the  tenour  and  true  intent  of  your 
Commiffion,  and  the  Laws  of  this  Jurifdidlion  : So  help  you 
God 


4 Marginal  note  by  Randolph. 

6 See  MaJPachufetts  Records , Vol.  V.  p.  337. 
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JeviLda&manyre  ^ Ordered  by  this  Court  and  Authority 
^gofbutyeDe-  thereof,  that  the  12th  Sedlion  of  the  Capital  Laws 

putyes  would  admitt 

ofno  more  then  title  Confpiracy  Rebellion  i and  the  18th  Sedlion 

this  changing  of  L ■' 

[thefabove  written  of  faid  Laws,  title  Rebellious  Son,  and  alfo  the 
clerical  error.]  Law  referring  to  Lhrt/t  mcij s , rage  57,  58.  and 
the  word  Common-Wealth  where  it  imports  Jurifdidtion,  is 
hereby  Repealed;  and  the  word  JurifdiElion , is  hereby 
infer  ted. 

Confpiracy.  (Rebellion.)6 7 8 

If  any  Man  Confpire  and  Attempt  any  Invafion,  Infurrec- 
tion,  or  Publick  Rebellion  againft  the  Kings  Majefty,  His 
Government  here  eftablifhed,  or  fhall  endeavour  to  Surprize 
any  Town  or  Towns,  Fort  or  Forts  therein,  or  fhall  treacher- 

comon  wealth  in  oufly  and  perfideoufly  attempt  the  Alteration, 
ye  former  Law  anc[  Subverfion  of  our  Frame  of  Polity  or  Gov- 
ernment Fundamentally,  he  fhall  be  put  to  Death. 

(Numb:  6:  16:  2.  Sam.  3. 

2 : Sam.  18.  2 : Sam  20  p.  . . .) 9 

(This  Law  was  made  about  the  tyme  they  fett  up  to  be  a 
Common  Wealth,  & ought  to  be  repealed.) 


10 


Finis. 


\Endorfed\ 


15  Feb  : 81. 


To 


6 In  Randolph’s  handwriting. 

7 In  Randolph’s  handwriting. 

8 Note  by  Randolph. 


9 Note  by  Randolph. 

10  In  Randolph’s  handwriting. 
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To  all  Masters  of  Ships  & Vessells  Merchts  and 

OTHERS  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN.  [1682] 
Majfachufetts  Archives , Vol.  LXI.  p.  249. 

Whereas  his  Maj?e  by  his  Lettrs  Patents  under  ye  Great 
Seale  of  England  bearing  date  at  Weftminfter  the  14  day  of 
October  in  the  33  yeare  of  his  Raigne  hath  ereCted  an  office 
of  Collector  Surveyor  & Searcher  of  his  Majties  Cuftomes 
within  his  Colony  of  New  England  under  the  manageme*  of 
the  Comm?  of  the  Cuftoms  in  the  Kingdom  of  England 
And  by  the  fame  letters  patents  hath  given  & granted  the 
faid  office  unto  Edward  Randolph  Efq.  to  be  executed  by 
himfelfe  or  his  fufficient  Deputy  or  Deputyes  as  by  the  faid 
lettrs  Patents  doth  more  at  large  appeare. 

To  prevent  therefore  fuch  perills  & inconveniencies  as  will 
enfue  upon  the  non-obfervance  of  the  feverall  Afts  of  Parlml 
refpefting  the  plantation  Trade  & to  take  away  all  colour  of 
Excufe 

Thefe  are  to  give  notice  that  the  faid  office  of  Collector, 
Surveyor  and  Searcher  of  his  Majties  Cuftoms  for  the  townes 
of  B o ft o n-Gh a r 1 e ft o w ft- H -u Id  and  the  members  thereof  will  be 
kept  at  the  dwelling  houfe  & refidence  of  the  Said  Edward 
Randolph  where  all  perfons  concerned  may  have  opportunity 
to  make  their  entryes  & receive  needfull  difpatches  between 
the  hours  of  nine  and  eleven  in  ye  morning.11 

Aid 

11  The  draft  is  in  Randolph’s  handwriting. 
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Aid  demanded  by  Edward  Randolph  to  seize  a vessel 
at  Boston  for  bringing  in  a cargo  of  sugar. 

Maj/fachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI.  p.  250. 

The  Teftimony  of  Dan11  Turrell  fenr  Dan11  done  both 
Aged  about  fixty  yeares  & Nathaniell  Greenwood  Aged 
about  fifty  yeares  — tedifieth  & fay  that  being  in  Company 
with  Capt  Thomas  Brattle  at  the  north  end  of  this  towne 
of  Bodon  wee  faw  mr  Randolph  — following  of  us  in  the 
dreete  before  doctor  ftones  dore  & Came  upp  with  us  att 
Edward  Goodings  hous’  Corner  & mr  Randolph  required 
him  & demanded  him  as  he  was  a Capt  as  he  was  a Comif- 
ioner  & as  he  was  a feledt  or  towne  man  to  affift  him  mr 
Brattle  afked  by  what  Authority  doe  you  Demand  me  he  fd 
in  his  maiedies  name  or  by  his  maiedes  order  mr  Brattle 
Anfwered  I am  in  his  maiedyes  fervice  allready  as  I am  a 
member  of  the  Generali  Court  & can  ferve  his  maiedy  but 
in  one  placce  att  one  tyme  & more  words  paffed  to  that 
effedt  the  twenty-eight  of  february  — 628—  taken  oath  in  open 
in  Generali  Court  by  ye  3 perfons  above  mentioned  T- of 
March  1681  ” 

“ Edward  Rawson  Secret  ” 
“ Bofton  Febr  28  : 81 

The  day  above  mr  Edward  Randolph  came  to  my  houfe 
about  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  defired  a warrant 
for  Adidance,  Hee  haveing  as  he  faid  Seized  a veffell,  the 
day  before,  that  ha[d]  brought  in  Sugar,  Contrary  to  the  Adts 
of  Trade  but  fhee  was  removed  from  the  place,  and  had,  or 

he  doubted  they  would  take  out  the  Sugar  & put  them  into 
vol.  in.— 16  John 
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John  Endecotts  warehoufe  I told  him,  He  fhould  have  a 
warrant,  & all  neceffary  affiftance  in  his  Majeftyes  Service, 
But  I was  juft  goeing  to  the  Court  (w-h  was  adjourned  to 
eight  of  the  clocke)  I was  fo  late,  expected  there,  & muffc 
haften.  Where,  if  it  would  be  no  prjudice,  I defired  he 
would  come,  and  I would  have  a warrant  ready  for  him.  I 
diredted  him,  to  fend  me  in  his  name  by  the  door  keeper,  & 
he  fhould  have  prfent  difpatch.  He  anfwered  it  was  very 
well,  he  would  come  — thither  to  me  prfently.  I accordingly 
haftened  thither,  & writt  a warrant  ready,  but  heard  nothing 
of  mr  Randolph  untill  about  twelve  of  the  clocke,  when 
coming  downe  to  dinner,  mr  Randolph  (walking  on  the  Ex- 
change) came  to  me.  I afked  why  he  came  not  for  the  war- 
rant according  to  appointment,  I had  written  it,  & had  it  in 
my  pockett  ever  fince.  He  faid,  he  had  been  at  home  ever 
fmce  & expedled  to  be  fent  for:  but  he  then  dezired  & I 
gave  him  the  warrant,  the  coppy  of  wch  is  underwritten. 

This  I affirme  to  be  the  Subfiance  of  what  paffed  between 
mr  Randolph  & me  at  that  time,  & am  ready  to  depofe  it  if 
need  be 

I fhould  have  added  John  Richards:” 

that  at  his  goeing  from  my 
houfe,  he  faid  he  would  goe 
to  Capt  Hutchinfons  for  his  helpe. 

“ To  the  Conftables  of  Bofton  or  either  of  them,  or  marfhall 
of  the  County  of  Suffolke. 

Edward  Randolph  Efqr  informing,  that  there  is  a Sloop 
or  veffell  that  hath  imported  Sugar  & Comodityes  of  plan- 
taion  growth  Contrary  to  the  Adis  in  that  cafe  provided, 

wch 
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wch  veffell  is  now  in  this  Port  of  Bofton,  (thefe  are  in  his 
ma-  name  to  require  you  to  affift  faid  mr  Randolph  in 
Searching  for  & feizing  fuch  veffell  veffells  or  Goods  in 
order  to  a Tryall,  hereof  faile  not  at  yor  perill.” 

J R 

The  Protest  of  Edward  Randolph  Esqr  Constituted 
& Appointed  Collector  Survey14  & searcher  of  iiis 
Majts  customes  in  New  England  by  Letters  Patents 

UNDER  THE  GREAT  SEALE  OF  ENGLAND,  AGAINST  THE 
PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GENERALL  COURT  OF  THE  COLONY 

of  ye  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England.  Relating 
to  the  Plantation  Lawes. 

Maffachtifetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  256.  3 April  1682. 

Whereas  the  Generali  Court  of  this  Colony  at  their  laft 
feffion  prtending  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  Majty  and  Regu- 
lating the  Navigation  & trade  of  this  Jurifdiftion:  Have 
Invaded  the  power  granted  only  to  the  Govrnor  of  his  Maj- 
tyes  colonye  by  an  aft  of  encouraging  of  Trade  made  in  the 
15th  of  the  King  and  have  tranflated  that  power  upon  the 
fecretary  of  the  Colonye  (as  by  their  written  paper  read  by 
mr  Greene  upon  the  25th  day  of  March  laft  doth  Appeare) 
and  have  neglefted  to  publifh  the  Aft  made  in  the  25th  yeare 
of  the  King  entituled  an  aft  for  regulating  the  Plantation 
trade,  and  have  refufed  likewife  to  publifh  his  Majstyes  Proc- 
lamation of  the  24th  of  November  in  the  27th  yeare  of  his 
Reigne  Thereby  not  Allowing  the  Afthority  of  the  Commfnrs 
of  his  Majtyes  cuftomes  granted  to  them  by  the  faid  Aft,  nor 
of  the  office  of  Colleftor  Surveyor  & Searcher  of  Majeftyes 

Cuftomes 


1 24 


Edward  Randolph. 

Cuftomes  erredled  and  efiablifhed  by  his  Majtyes  letters  Pat- 
ents under  the  great  feale  of  England  bearing  date  at  Weft- 
minfler  the  15th  day  of  October  in  the  33th  yeare  of  his  reigne 
And  further  that  they  may  not  be  thought  regardlefs  of  his 
Majtyes  Comands  Have  mentioned  in  the  fayd  written  paper 
That  if  any  perfon  (hall  defire  and  obteyne  a fpeciall  Court 
relating  to  the  prmifes  “ He  fhall  Give  in  Caution  to  refpond 
“ all  cofts  before  warrants  be  Iffued  forth  to  Affemble  faid 
“ Court  & Jury  and  if  any  perfon  be  damnified  by  falfe  In- 
“ formation  wrongfull  fearching  & feizing  any  Good5  fhip 
“ or  other  veffell  he  may  recover  the  fame  by  Abfion  of  the 
“ cafe  in  any  Court  or  Courts  of  Judicature  according  to  the 
“ ufuall  Courfe  of  law  Whereas  his  Majty  in  his  Royall  letters 
“ to  the  Govrnor  & Company  of  this  Colonye  bearing  date 
“ 21st  of  odlober  1681  doth  expreffly  require  that  they  give 
“ all  Countenance  & encouragement  to  Edward  Randolph 
“ and  his  deputyes  in  the  execution  of  their  office  ” wth  whofe 
execution  of  his  office  wee  are  fo  well  fattisfied  that  wee 
have  Granted  him  a further  Authority  under  the  great  feale 
of  England  to  enable  him  to  performe  his  truft  according  to 
law  And  wee  alfo  expedf  from  you  that  you  caufe  reflitution 
to  be  made  of  the  money  levied  from  our  faid  officers  And 
that  you  give  us  an  account  of  our  moiety  of  the  faid  forfeit- 
ures by  you  received  and  that  you  take  effedluall  care  that 
the  adl  for  encouragement  of  fhipping  & navigation  made 
in  the  12*-  yeare  of  our  Reigne  and  the  adf  for  fecuring  the 
plantation  Trade  made  in  the  25^  of  our  reigne  and  all  other 
adls  conferning  Trade  be  put  in  due  execution  And  that  our 
faid  officers  may  be  permitted  to  profecute  all  fuch  as  fhall 
violate  the  fame  without  charge  as  is  ufuall  in  this  our  king- 
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dome  It  being  our  Royall  pleafure  to  Admitt  of  the  bring- 
ing of  Appeales  in  all  cafes  relating  to  our  revenue ; wee 
Require  you  to  Admitt  thereof  from  time  to  time. 

Now  forafmuch  as  the  faid  written  paper  & matters 
therein  conteined  are  repugnant  to  ye  lawes  of  England 
and  tend  to  avoid  his  Majtyes  fayd  letters  patents  and  the 
Authority  of  the  Commiffioners  of  his  Majtyes  Cuftomes  in 
the  plantations  together  wth  the  feverall  powers  & Inftruc- 
tions  granted  by  them  to  the  fayd  Edw  Randolph  wch  are 
Confirmed  by  ye  above  letters  patents  aforementioned 
thereby  connive  at  and  allow  a . . . . lattitude  in  Trade 
then  is  warranted  by  any  the  faid  adts  the  faid  Edwd  Ran- 
dolph (as  in  duty  bound)  forefeing  the  great  Damages  which 
will  inevitably  arife  to  his  majtyes  revenues  by  this  aboved  re- 
pugnancy and  Toleration  in  trade  doth  hereby  openly  Pro- 
teft  againft  the  fame,  and  doth  charge  the  fayd  Generali 
Court  wth  all  the  Ioffes  which  doe  & hereafter  fhall  enfue  for 
want  of  fuch  their  due  Acknowledgment  & publication  of 
his  Majtyes  lawes  mentioned  in  the  fayd  letters  patents  and 
the  Authority  of  the  fayd  Commiffioners  thereby  Afferted. 

And  the  fayd  Edward  Randolph,  doth  further  make 
knowne  that  notwithftanding  the  fayd  written  paper  his 
Majtyes  letters  patents  erredting  an  office  of  Colledtor  furveyr 
and  fearcher  of  his  Majtyes  Cuftomes  in  New  England  and  all 
the  powers  thereby  granted  to  him  by  the  fayd  Commiffioners 
are  in  full  force  & cannot  be  made  voyd  by  any  order  law  or 
written  paper  of  this  or  any  other  jurifdidtion  in  New  Eng- 
land  And  that  he  is  and  fhall  be  alwayes  ready  wth  all  dili- 
gence in  purfuance  of  the  fayd  letters  patents  & adts  of 
Parliament  therein  recited  vigoroufly  to  execute  the  fame  as 

occafion 
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occafion  fhall  prefent  And  laftly  for  his  further  Juftification 
he  doth  defire  that  this  his  proteft  may  be  entered  in  due 
forme  according  to  law  dated  in  Bofton  the  third  day  of 
Aprill  1682 

Ed  Randolph  Collr 

Aprill  4.  1682  I then  fhewed  mr  Robert  Havard  of  Bof- 
ton publick  notary  ye  proteft  above  written  but  he  being 
unwilling  to  be  Concerned  in  it  I thought  it  neceffary  for 
his  Majtyes  fervice  to  publifh  ye  fame  this  6th  day  of  Aprill 
1682 

Ed  Randolph  Colle6tr 


Randolph  to  Lionel  Jenkins. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  (19). 

Bofton  in  New  Eng'! 

Aprill  11.  1682. 

Right  Honb!e 

After  my  return  from  New  Eng"!  in  my  attendance  on  y° 
Right  Honb!e  ye  Lords  of  ye  Committy  for  trade  I reprefented 
ye  Continued  mifdemeanors  of  this  Governm!  of  Bofton  to 
their  Lordfp.s  in  a fhort  petition  & prayed  therein  that  a Quo 
Warrto  might  be  brought  againft  their  Charter  for  vfurping 
libertyes  not  granted  therein  in  order  to  obtaine  a better 
reception  of  his  Madfs  Lettr.s  Patents  (wch  I carried  ouer  with 
me)  eredting  an  Office  of  Collector  of  his  Ma1'!5  Cuftoms  and 
a Complyance  with  all  ye  Adts  of  Parlm!  & his  Ma“.es  Royall 
lettr.s  to  that  Gonf  requiring  ye  fame.  I did  alfo  preferr  to 
his  Malle  in  Councill  feuerall  Articles  of  high  mifdemeanor 

againft 
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againft  Mr  Danforth  Deputy  Gour.  of  this  Colony,  & cheife 
promoter  of  the  oppofition  made  againft  his  Madfs  Commands 
here,  which  were  all  proued  vpon  Oath  at  ye  Council!  board 
before  yr  Honr  & diuers  of  ye  Lords  of  ye  Councill : But  fince 
his  Matie  hath  heitherto  taken  no  publick  notice  thereof  to  this 
Gom!  or  to  Mr  Danforth : and  that  Copies  both  of  ye  Peti- 
tion & Articles  are  tranfmitted  heither  (as  I told  yr  Honr  I 
had  reafon  to  fufpeCt  would  be  done)  they  are  refolued  to 
profecute  me  for  the  fame,  as  a Subverter  of  their  Gom!  & 
if  they  can  by  any  meanes  they  will  take  away  my  life, 
vpon  their  Law  reviued  this  Generali  Court,  where  in  they 
haue  alfo  made  a Law  in  oppofition  to  the  directions  in  his 
Maties  lettr.s  patents:  againft  which  I haue  publickly  pro- 
tefted,  and  that  is  looked  vpon  as  an  aggravation  of  my 
former  Crime,  frydaye  next  I am  to  be  examined ; im- 
prifonment  is  the  leaft  I expeCt,  and  according  as  Wee 
heare  from  Eng'!  I fhall  be  proceeded  withall.  His  Mat!f 
Continued  favour  to  this  people  hath  hightned  their  Con- 
tempts : Some  giue  out  that  ’tis  not  in  his  Malirs  power  to 
reform  thefe  irregularityes,  the  publifhing  my  proteft  hath 
made  a great  breach  amongft  them.  The  Gour  who  is  an 
honed  gent  but  very  much  in  yeares  and  fome  of  the  magif- 
trates,  oppofe  thefe  heady  practices  what  they  can  : but 
when  any  thing  comes  to  a vote  It’s  carried  againft  them. 
His  Ma11.65  lett?  are  of  no  value  here  Nothing  will  feme  but 
bringing  a Quo  Warrto  againft  their  Charter:  which  may 
faue  my  life  & reform  this  Gouerm!  I humbly  befeech  yr 
Honr  by  a fpeedy  difpatch  to  haue  thefe  two  Lawes  in  ye 
inclofed  printed  papers  declared  null  by  Order  in  Councill 
& fent  ouer  heither  by  Seuerall  wayes  of  Shipping  leaft  they 
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mifcarry  and  I am  loft : the  diftance  of  place  and  hopes  of 
troubles  at  home  with  the  many  Scandalous  papers  fent 
heither  for  ye  benefitt  & comfort  of  ye  well  affedted  makes 
this  party  thus  daringly  prefume.  I am  preparing  to  make 
my  defence,  humbly  begging  yr  Honors  pardon  and  affift- 
ance  in  my  difficultyes 

I remaine  yr  Honr.s 

I haue  wrote  more  largly  moft  humble  & moft 

to  ye  Ld.s  of  the  Treafury  to  obedient  Send 

ye  Commr.s  of  ye  Cuftoms  & to  EdRandolph. 

Mr  Blathwait  of  this  matter. 

\_AddreJJed~\  To  the  Right  Honble  Sr  Lionell  Jenkin 

his  Mad.es  Principall  Secritary 
at  Whitehall, 
prefent. 

[Endorfed ] New  Engll  Bofton 

ii  Jane  Ap1! 

Mr  Randolph. 


Deposition  of  Randolph  against  Nowell. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  53  (22),  3 May,  1682. 

Ed.  Randolph  Efqr : Collector  Surveyor  & fearcher  of  his 
Maties  Cuftoms  in  New  Engd  doth  depofe. 

That  upon  his  profecuting  John  Endigott  & John  Curtis 
of  Bofton  upon  their  breach  of  ye  Ad  for  preventing  frauds 
etc  : made  in  ye  14th  of  ye  King  at  a Court  held  there  upon 
ye  27th  day  of  Aprill  1682  for  affronting  & forceably  hindring 
faid  Depl  to  goe  aboard  a Bark  belonging  to  Sylvanus  Davis 
of  Bofton  to  fearch  for  uncuftomed  goods,  ye  faid  Endigott 
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& Curtis  Confef  d ye  fadt,  But  pleaded  That  faid  Dep!  pro- 
duced no  ward  from  Lawfull  Authority  for  his  going  aboard 
& fearching  faid  Bark  whereupon  faid  Dep!  produced  his 
patent  under  ye  Great  Seal  of  Eng^  for  his  ward  & defired  it 
might  be  openly  read  for  fatisfadtion  of  ye  people.  Butt  Mr 
Noell  fome  tyme  a Minifter  & at  prefent  a Magiftrate  often 
oppofed  & would  not  fuffer  faid  Patent  to  be  read  in  Court 
alledging  that  was  nothing  to  ye  purpofe  & would  not  ferve 
herin  or  words  to  that  effedt,  faying  farther  that  by  their 
Law,  faid  Dep!  was  firft  obliged  to  obtaine  a ward  from  their 
Authority  etc:  And  faid  Noell  did  alfo  openly  declare  that 
faid  Adt  of  Parlm!  for  preventing  frauds  was  of  no  force  with 
them,  whereupon  s.  Dep!  produced  an  Order  from  ye  Court 
of  Affiftants  made  Decb.er  25th  1680  whereby  Tymothy  Ar- 
mitage  was  fined  40**  for  breach  of  that  Claufe  of  faid  Adt 
of  parlm!  upon  which  faid  Endigott  & faid  Curtis  are  now 
profecuted.  Said  Noell  replyed  that  the  faid  Order  was 
vacated  & that  the  Gen1!  Court  had  directed  a review  of  that 
cafe,  & further  faith  not. 

Ed.  Randolph.  CoR. 

Read  at  a Court  held  in  Bolton  May  ye  2d  1682  but  my  Oath  not  taken 
to  it  tho’  I pref’d  it.  E.  Randolph. 

\_Endorfed ] Depofition  of  E:  R : again  It  Mr  Noell.  Recd  23  June  1682. 
He  Refuted  to  have  Mr  Randolphs  Pat!  Read  in  Court  & diffallowed 
the  Adt  of  prevent5  frauds,  made  ye  14  of  ye  K5,  to  be  of  any  force  wth 
them. 
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Articles  of  high  Misdemeanors  exhibited  against  a 

FACTION  IN  THE  GENERl.l  COURT  SITTING  IN  BOSTON  THE 
15™  DAY  OF  FFEBRUARY  1 68 1 , TO  WITT,  AGAINST  Tho: 

Danforth  Deputie  Governor  mr  Guggins  senirmrJa: 
Russell.  mr  Saltenstall  senior  mr  Samll  Noel  mr 
John  Richard.  mr  Davie.  mr  Gidney  and  mr  Appleton 
Magestrats  And  against  John  ffisher;  Elisha 
Cook,  Tho.  Brattle  senir  Anthony  Stodder  Senior 
Bathurst,  Hathorn,  Wait,  Johnson.  Elisha  Hutchi- 
son, Spragg,  Oakes,  Holbruck,  Cushion,  Hamond  & 
Pike,  Deputies,  and  all  members  of  the  s°  generll 
Court  : by  Edward  Randolph  Collector  etc  : of  his 
Majti.es  Customes  in  New  England. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  (14.))  28  May,  1682. 

1.  That  the  f?  fadiion,  the  Governor,  not  confenting  therto, 
have  refuted  to  publifh  his  ma'f  Royall  proclamation  of  the 
24th  of  Nov^  in  the  32  year  of  his  reigne,  fent  by  his  Maties 
fpeciall  comand  and  received  by  this  goverm*  in  Odiof  1680, 
wherein  amongft  other  Adis  of  parliam!  the  obfervacon  of 
the  Adi  for  better  fecuring  the  plantation  trade  made  in  the 
25th  year  of  his  Ma1?3  reigne,  in  all  his  Mad?s  Colonies  & 
plantations  is  required. 

2.  The  fd  fadiion  have  refufed  to  repay  mee  feverall  fums 
of  money  which  I was  forced  to  depofit  in  Court  before  I 
could  proceed  to  tryall  of  caufes  relating  to  his  Mat!.es  con- 
cerns, by  vertue  of  an  order  of  Court  made  Odio-  the  firft 
1681.  No  law  of  this  Colony  diredling  the  fame,  though  by 
his  Ma^f3  royall  Lett's  of  Odior  21*  1681  they  are  perticulerly 
required  therunto. 
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3.  The  fd  fadtion  have  refufed  to  declare  and  admit  of  his 
Maj1’.63  Lett’s  patents  bearing  date  att  Weftminfter  the  1 5lh  of 
Odfor  in  the  33  year  of  his  reigne,  Erefting  an  Office  of 
Colledlor  etc:  of  his  Ma*?3  cuflomes  in  New  England,  & 
of  the  powers  granted  to  his  Maties  Officer  by  the  fame, 
though  often  prelfed  therunto  in  the  gener1!  Court,  by  the 
Governour,  Major  Dudley  & feverall  of  the  Mageflrats  in  this 
Colonie. 

4.  The  fd  ffadtion  vnder  pretenc  of  fatisfadlion  of  his  Majtie 
and  regulating  the  trade  of  this  Colony,  in  opofition  to  ye 
fd  Officer  or  Collector  of  his  Mabes  cuftomes,  have  confirmed 
the  place  and  powers  of  the  Collector  of  the  cuftomes  and 
impofts  laid  vpon  Wines  and  ftrongwaters  imported  into 
their  Colony,  fett  vp  by  A Law  made  in  their  Countrey 
1645  their  prefen t Navall  Officr  haveing  been  cheife  Collec- 
tor of  thofe  duties  above  A year  before  this  Navall  Office 
was  ordered,  as  by  their  Law  Navall  Office  doth  apear. 

5.  The  fd  fadlion  continue  to  exercife  the  power  of  Gover- 
nor & Court  of  Affiftants,  which  through  the  inadvertancy  of 
former  Governor3  the  Court  of  Deputies  have  affumed,  to 
hear,  repeal  and  determine  in  civill  cafes,  which  for  want  of 
Education,  and  being  vnder  no  perticuler  Oath  they  are 
vncapable  to  manage,  So  that  by  their  Numbers  outvoting 
the  Governor  and  Court  of  Affiftants  his  Maties  fubjedfs 
greatly  fuffer  in  their  Eftats,  and  befides  their  is  no  fuch 
power  granted  them  in  their  Charter. 

6.  The  faid  faction  have  negledled  to  repeal  all  Laws  of 
their  Colony  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  England,  although 
required  therunto  by  his  Ma*1.63  Lett’s  of  the  28th  of  June  1662. 
And  the  obfervanc  theroff  promiled  by  their  Agents  at 
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that  time,  and  alfo  by  perticuler  direction  from  the  Rf 
Honob!e  the  Lords  of  the  Comittee  of  trade  and  plantacons 
to  their  late  Agents  in  1678  by  which  meanes  coining  money 
(acknowledged  in  their  Agents  petition  to  his  Matie  A great 
crime  & mifdemeanor,  who  then  craved  his  Maties  pardon  to 
the  govern^  for  the  fame)  is  continued  to  this  day,  their 
Laws  made  in  1645,  feting  vp  a cuftome  Officer;  and  their 
law  made  in  1670.  laying  cuftomes  and  imports  vpon  all  goods 
and  merchandize  whatfoever,  brought  into  their  Colonie,  As 
alfo  their  Laws  Ecclefiaflicall  and  all  other  Laws  impofing 
vpon  Mens  confciences  & Effats,  being  repugnant  to  the 
Laws  of  England  are  continued  in  force  & pradlife. 

7.  The  ff  fadlion  have  refuted  to  admit  of  his  Maties  Lett's 
patents  bearing  date  att  Weftminfter  the  19  day  of  May  in 
the  32  year  of  his  Mallf  reigne  granted  to  WilTm  Blathwait 
efcp  eredting  an  Office  of  Surveyor  and  Auditor  gener1!  of  all 
his  Majties  revenews  arifeing  in  America,  and  do  apropriate 
to  themfelves  the  ffines,  fforfeitures.  etc : Which  appear  by 
the  faid  Lett's  patents  to  belong  to  his  Matie  And  make  the 
condition  of  all  recognizances  and  penall  bonds  payable  to 
the  Treafurer  of  the  Countrey  and  not  to  the  King. 

Bolton.  May  28.  1682  : 

EdRandolph  Coil. 

[. Endorfed ] Articles  againlt  the 

faction  in  ye  Gen1! 

Court  in  Bolton. 


Rec'l  23  June  1682. 
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Reasons  of  my  protest  agst  the  Law  made  by  A faction 
in  the  generl.l  Court  assembled  in  Boston  ffebr  15™ 

1681  SHEWING  THE  REPUGNANCY  THEROFF  TO  THE  LAWS 

of  England  and  his  MaTIES  Lettrs  patents,  Erecting 
an  Officer  of  Collector  of  his  Maties  Customes  in 
New  England,  bearing  date  at  Westminster  the  15™ 
of  Octor  1681. 

State  Papers , Colonial Bundle  53  (27). 

i.  The  Law  entitled  Navall  Office  is  in  purfuanc  of  a 
Law  made  the  io1!1  of  Oftor  1677.  referring  therunto  by  the 
Law  made  Ofto!  10th  1677,  It  is  ordered  that  all  Math's  of 
Veffells  ariving  in  any  port  of  this  jurifdiftion,  do  yeild 
faithfull  obedienc  vnto  the  Afts  of  trade  & Navigation  on 
penalty  of  buffering  fuch  forfeiture  as  in  the  fi  Afts  are 
perticulerly  expreffed  ; And  the  Governor  & Council  and 
Officers  comiffionated  by  them  are  hereby  required  to  fee  to 
the  drift  obfervacon  of  the  fd  Afts ; Which  Law  is  onely  a 
declaration  & owning  of  the  Afts  of  trade  according  to 
which  al  mtrs  &c.  are  obliged  to  conform,  Moreover  the 
Law  entitled  Navall  Office  doth  enaft  that  the  Aft  for  en- 
couraging & encreafmg  fhipping  etc.  Made  in  the  12th  year 
of  the  King,  and  the  Aft  for  encouraging  of  trade,  made  in 
ye  15th  year  of  the  King  (but  never  till  then)  bee  publifhed 
by  beat  of  Drum,  wholly  omitting  the  Aft  for  Tunnage  and 
poundage  made  in  the  12th  year  of  the  King,  the  Aft  for 
preventing  ffrauds  made  in  the  14th  year  of  the  King,  and 
the  Aft  for  the  better  fecuring  the  plantation  trade  made 
in  the  25th  year  of  the  King  vpon  which  the  foie  managrrf  of 

the 
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the  cuftomes  in  England  doth  depend,  in  purfuanc  wherof 
his  Malies  faid  Lett?  patents  were  granted. 

2.  Their  fetting  vp  a Navall  Office  Sc  Officer  to  make 
entries,  etc.  without  confent  of  the  Governor  is  repugnant 
to  the  f?  Act  in  the  15  of  the  King,  where  by  the  Law  the 
power  is  inverted  in  the  GoveroT  and  not  one  word  of  a dep- 
utie  Governor  in  itt. 

3.  Their  apointing  Mart'3  of  Ships  to  enter  outward  Sc  in- 
ward bound  wth  their  Navall  Office  is  repugnant  to  the  14th  of 
the  King  wherin  all  Mart's  of  (hips  and  Veffells  outward  and 
inward  bound,  are  required  to  make  their  entry  vpon  Oath, 
Sc  to  rto-nifie  Sc  declare  in  writing  vnder  their  hand  vnto  the 

o o 

perfon  or  perfons  which  fhall  bee  apointed  by  his  MaT  for 
managing  the  curtomes  etc : 

4.  Their  requiring  by  the  fd  Law  all  Mart's  of  {hips  Sc  vef- 
fells to  give  bonds  in  the  fd  Office,  is  repugnant  to  y*  Act 
made  in  the  25  of  the  King,  wherin  only  the  Govero'  of  his 
Mahes  Colony  is  required  to  take  bond. 

5.  The  enjoyning  of  Mart's  to  receive  & produce  certifi- 
cats  in  fd  office  is  contrary  to  the  9th  article  of  Inrtrudions 
given  mee,  by  the  R!  honob:e  the  Comiffio'.5  of  his  Maries  cuf- 
tomes,  wherin  I am  required  to  take  care,  yl  before  lading  of 
the  Enumerated  Comodities,  the  fhip  do  firrt  give  in  fuffi- 
cient  bond,  which  I cannot  do,  when  I know  not  the  time 
of  ye  fliips  entry  nor  giveing  bond,  or  to  what  place  thee  is 
bound. 

6.  It  is  alfo  contrary  to  the  13th  article  of  fd  Inrtructions, 
wherin  I am  required  to  take  care  that  the  fecurity  given 
to  the  refpeclive  Governo's  of  New  England  bee  of  fome 
fufficient,  able  perfon,  and  an  Inhabitant  of  that  Countrie, 

which 
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which  for  the  aforefd  reafons  I am  not  capable  to  doe;  And 
in  the  fd  13th  Article  of  my  Inftruftions  it  is  further  directed 
for  the  better  avoiding  falfe  and  counterfeit  Certificats,  that 
I admit  of  no  Certificate  of  any  fhiping  haveing  given  bond, 
nor  of  anie  fhipp  having  difcharged  her  lading  in  England 
Wales  or  Barwick,  but  fuch  as  fhall  come  to  mee  vnder  the 
hand  and  feal  of  the  Cuftomr  & patent  Colle6tor  etc.  fine 
their  fd  Law  was  made,  but  four  Maftrs  have  entred  with 
mee,  and  I have  feen  but  three  Originall  Certificats,  & thofe 
from  Virginia,  which  the  Governo"  was  pleafed  to  flop  in  his 
hands  on  purpofe  to  fliow  mee. 

The  Ketch  Swallow  of  Salem  Benjamin  Pittman  nV  and 
the  Ketch  Rebecca  of  Bofton  Alexdr  Coale  mr.  entred  in  the 
Office  May  the  fixth  inftant,  producing  their  Clearing  from 
Carlile,  but  I could  never  fee  thofe  Certificats ; however 
vpon  Information  I have  feized  in  a ware-houfe  a quantity 
of  Scotch’s  Goods  the  doors  being  left  open. 

In  their  Law  Navall  Office  it  is  provided  that  fuch  Vef- 
fells  as  pafs  too  and  fro  within  their  Harbours  & Rivers,  fhall 
not  bee  obliged  to  enter  & give  bond  as  abovef!,  or  pafs 
from  port  to  port  on  the  maine  Sea  in  the  coaft  of  New 
England,  vnlefs  they  take  in  more  then  one  Tun  of  the 
Enumerated  Comodities,  fo  that  any  boat  may  lawfully 
carry  one  Tun  of  each  fort  of  fd  Comodities,  which  is  eight 
Tun,  without  giveing  bond,  and  putt  them  aboard  fhips 
trading  without  comand  as  was  done  in  the  year  1680  aboard 
the  Ship  John  of  Dublin,  Peter  Lawrenc  mf  where  they  know 
I cannot  go  aboard  to  feize. 

Law  Navall  Office  — “and  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
fd  Office,  it  is  ordered  that  James  Ruffell  Efqr  who  was 

chofen 
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chofen  by  this  Court  janr  the  11th  1680  bee  the  Officer”  — 
in  their  Law  Book  page  67  title  Import  made  1645.  This 
plainly  appears  to  bee  no  new  Office,  for  it  is  in  that  Law 
ordered,  — “ that  every  perfon,  Merchant,  feaman.  etc : that 
brings  Wine  or  rtrong  waters  into  any  of  our  harbours  in 
any  Ships  or  Veffells  whatfoever  (except  they  come  from 
England  direftly  as  their  firrt  port)  before  they  land  any  of 
the  fi  Wines,  ffiall  firrt  make  entry  of  as  many  Butts  as  they 
ffiall  putt  on  rtioar  and  by  A noat  vnder  their  hands,  deliv- 
ered to  the  Officr  that  is  to  receive  the  curtomes  att  his 
houfe  vpon  paine  of  fforfeiture  and  confifcation  of  all  fuch 
Wines  as  are  landed  before  fuch  entry  made  wherfoever 
found ; And  bee  it  further  ordered  that  the  cheife  Offic!  or 
Curtomr  fliall  have  vnder  him  A Depty  or  deputies  who  ffiall 
bee  as  Searchers  or  Waiters  in  feverall  places  to  take  vp 
fuch  Wines  by  order  of  the  fi  cheife  Officer.”  — Rich'!  Ruf- 
fell  the  ffather  of  James  Ruffell  Executed  this  Office  many 
years,  after  whofe  deceafe  Cap!  Hull  was  apointed  to  fuc- 
ceed  him,  and  janr  11th  1680  Cap!  Hull  was  put  out,  and  faid 
James  Ruffell  was  then  put  into  Cap!  Hull’s  place,  fo  that 
this  Naval  office  pretended  to  bee  fett  vp  for  fatisfaftion  of 
his  Ma*!6  and  regulating  of  the  trade  of  this  Colony,  is  A 
fraud  put  vpon  his  Matie,  & a continuanc  of  the  old  office 
vnder  A new  name,  but  with  this  advantage,  for  mentioning 
the  words  “ penalties  and  forfeitures  vpon  breach  of  A6ts 
of  parliament  ” they  prevent  ffiort  entries  and  fo  greatly 
encreafe  their  curtomes. 

Law  Navall  Office  — “ who  fliall  have  Comiffion  vnder 
the  hand  of  the  Governor  or  Secretarie  and  Seal  of  the  Col- 
ony and  bee  fworn  by  E Govern1-  to  ye  faithfull  difcharge  of 

the 
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the  fame”  — the  Goveroy  abfented  himfelfe  from  that  Coun- 
cill,  and  my  Rawfon  the  Secretary  granted  the  Comiffion,  & 
the  Deputie  Governoy  Danforth  adminiftred  the  Oath  to 
fi  Ruffell  and  Geriffi  his  Deputie,  foe  their  Office  is  void  by 
their  owne  Law. 

Law  Navall  Office  — “for  the  greater  eafe  of  the  Town  of 
Salem  and  adjacent  ports,  etc : ” — the  meaning  is,  for  the 
better  collecting  of  the  cuftomes  and  duties  impofed  on 
wines  and  other  Comodities  imported  into  thofe  Towns  by 
fhiping  from  England,  Wales,  Scotland,  etc:  for  it  matters 
not  whenc  the  fhipp  comes,  fo  the  Countrey  duties  are 
paid. 

Law  Navall  Office  — “and  for  the  Governor*  figneing  A 
Certificate  for  the  clearing  the  ffees  ffiall  bee  two  fhillings” 
— too  weak  an  Engine  to  entrapp  A prudent  Governour. 

Law  Navall  Office— “It  is  ordered  that  if  any  perfon 
ffiall  defire  to  obtaine  A fpeciall  Court,  for  the  Tryall  of  any 
cafe  refering  to  the  premiffes,  hee  ffiall  give  in  ufuall  caution 
to  refpond  all  Cofts.  etc : and  if  any  perfon  bee  damnified  by 
wrongfull  Searching  & feizing  hee  may  recover  the  fame 
by  Adlion  in  any  Court  of  judicature”  — this  is  repugnant 
to  the  14*  of  the  King,  where  if  Officers  apointed  for  Man- 
aging the  Cuftomes  bee  fued,  it  ffiall  bee  lawfull  for  them  to 
plead  the  gener!1  iffue  in  any  of  his  Maties  Courts  of  juftice, 
or  other  Courts  where  the  matter  ffiall  bee  depending;  and 
the  Judges  are  required  to  admit  the  fame,  and  to  acquit 
and  indemnifie  them,  etc : This  is  onely  to  fecure  the  irreg- 
ular Traders,  for  if  I feize  anie  Ship  or  Veffell  not  legally 
quallified,  her  entry  in  this  Navall  Office  is  A fufficient  plea; 
vol.  in.— 18  the 
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the  Countrie  being  obliged  to  ftand  by  their  own  Law  may 
caft  mee  [in]  Goal  for  damages. 

As  for  Maffis  bound  for  the  port  of  Bofton  with  prohibited 
Goods,  they  flay  below  the  Cattle  till  they  have  difposed  of 
them,  and  then  enter  att  this  Navall  Office  from  ffranc, 
Canaries,  etc:  either  in  their  Ballad  or  Loaden  with  Salt,  as 
is  pradlifed  this  year  at  Bofton. 

Law  Naval!  Office  — “and  for  encouragment  of  his  Maties 
Officrs  and  all  informers,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  fi  Officer 
or  Officers  & Informers  ffiall  bee  affifted  by  all  Marfhalls, 
Conftables,  etc : by  ward  from  the  GoveroT,  dep*.y  Governoy  or 
Mageftrats  ” — in  their  f?  Law  Book  page.  68.  titled  Cuf- 
tomer’s  power  made  1645.  It  is  ordered  “that  the  faid 
Officer  or  his  Deputie  hath  hereby  power  and  is  required  to 
go  into  all  houfes  where  hee  knows  or  fufpedls  anie  Wine 
or  ftrongwater  to  bee.  etc.  and  alfo  to  feize  and  take  poffef- 
fion  for  What  cuftome  is  due  and  is  refufed  to  bee  paid,  etc  : 
And  all  Conftables  and  other  Officers  are  hereby  required  to 
affift  in  helping  to  break  open  fuch  houfes  or  Cellars  of  the 
owners  of  fuch  Wines,  etc  : and  if  anie  Smith,  Carty,  owner 
of  Boat,  porter  or  other  perfon  that  ffiall  bee  required  by 
the  Officer  to  help  and  affift  in  takeing  and  tranfporting 
fuch  wine  for  the  Countries  vfe  refufe,  hee  ffiall  forfeit  to 
the  Countrey  ten  fhillings  to  bee  levied  by  the  Conftable,” 
but  feizing  any  Shipp  or  goods  without  fuch  ward  is  ex- 
preffly  againfl  their  Law, 

The  6^  of  this  inftant  May  arived  from  Cales  (as  was  fup- 
pofed)  the  Ship  Johanna  of  paffcataque,  I was  informed  the 
Goods  were  put  on  ffioar  in  the  night  and  put  into  A Ware- 
houfe  in  Bofton;  imediatly  I defired  the  Goverors  Ward1, 

which 
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which  hee  was  willing  to  grant  mee,  but  finding  no  Law  in 
the  Book  of  rates  for  breaking  open  Warehoufes  and  fuf- 
pedted  places  to  fearch  for  prohibited  Goods  in  the  planta- 
tions, I could  do  nothing  further  in  itt. 

Vpon  the  arivall  of  the  Ketch  Rebecca  from  Carlile  with 
Scotifh  Goods  to  Bofton,  I alfo  preft  for  A Warrant  to  fearch 
A dwelling  houfe  where  I had  certaine  information  the  Goods 
were  caryed,  but  for  the  fame  reafon  could  obtaine  none 

The  Ship  Hope  of  Bofton  John  Place  mr  arived  from  the 
Canaries  (as  was  beleeved)  thirty  pipes  of  Wine  were  taken 
out  of  her,  and  put  into  A Cellar  in  Bofton ; my  Ruffell  the 
Navall  Officer  is  informed  therof,  and  grants  A Warru  to 
A Conftable  to  get  aftiftanc  and  break  the  Cellar  open  to 
feize  the  Wine,  becaufe  vnloaden  before  entrie  and  the 
Country  dutie  not  agreed  for;  But  the  maftr  or  Merchant 
perceiving  I was  ready  to  enter  the  Cellar,  fo  foon  as  opened 
by  the  Conftable,  went  & entred  at  the  Navall  Office  & paid 
the  duties  for  Madera  Wines,  however  I feized  the  Ship  for 
his  Maty  and  expedfced  A tryall  fhortly  for  her,  and  for  the 
Scotifh  Goods  feized  in  a Warehoufe.  By  all  which  it 
plainly  appears  that  notwthftanding  all  my  charg  and  trouble, 
I am  able  to  do  his  Matie  little  fervice  in  this  place,  till  the 
Navall  Office  bee  made  void,  and  the  gener!1  Court  vnani- 
rnoufly  declare  and  allow  of  the  Office  of  Colledlor  &c.  of  his 
Maties  cuftomes,  eftablifhed  by  Lett's  patents  vnder  the  great 
Seal ; for  performing  wherof  the  Governor,  mr  Stoghton, 
Major  Dudley  and  other  Mageftrats  often  prefs  them,  but 
they  would  not  affent  to  itt,  hopeing  by  this  device  to  elude 
his  Matie,  to  mainteine  their  Law  & right  of  makeing  Officers, 
continue  their  cuftomes  and  hinder  anie  perfon  from  adting 
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in  their  Colony  by  A power  not  derived  from  themfelves. 
All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted 

By 

EdRandolph  Coil , 


[. Endorfed]  Reafons  of  my  Proteft. 

Rec"!  23  June  1682.12 


An  account  of  Lands  Rents  fines  & fforfeitures  aris- 
ing & BECOMMING  DUE  TO  HIS  Matie  IN  YE  COLONY  OF  YE 

Massachusetts  Bay  in  N.  Engd. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  53  (35),  29  May,  1682. 

W 1.  Eight  townes  lying  betwixt  ye  Northern  & 
Southern  bounds  of  New  plymouth  & the  Southern  line 
of  ye  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New  Eng1?  viz.  the  townes 
of  Milton  Brantree  Weymouth  Hengham  Dedham  Med- 
field  Mendham  Reatham  & Porceffcer  all  which  places  are 
diftindl  & not  included  in  the  Grants  of  either  Colony  3 
miles  diftant  to  the  fouthward  from  Charles  Riuer  being  the 
fouthern  bounds  of  the  Boftoners  charter  and  a diredl  line 
from  ye  Riuer  Cohaffett  or  Conehaffett  weftward  being  the 
Northernmoft  bounds  of  N.  Plymouth  Colony,  thefe  townes 
containe  nigh  900  familyes  & are  feated  in  a fruitfull  foile. 

2.  41  qters  of  wheat  due  to  his  Matie  from  ye  GouT  & 
Company  of  ye  Mafs : Bay  as  lord  Proprietor  of  the  prov- 
ince 

12  See  Rhode  IJland  Colonial  Rec-  A6t  of  the  Affembly  on  the  3rd  of  May, 
ords,  Vol.  III.  p.  no,  for  the  order  of  1682.  The  full  text  of  the  confirmatory 
the  Governor  and  General  Council  of  Adt  is  given  in  the  Laws  and  Adis  oj 
Rhode  Ifiand,  dated  28th  of  March,  Rhode  IJland, , printed  in  1730,  in  the 
1681,  eftablifhing  a Naval  Office  at  poffeffion  of  the  Law  School  Library  of 
Newport,  which  was  confirmed  by  an  Harvard  Univerfity. 
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ince  of  Maine  being  a quit  rent  for  41  yeares  due  vpon 
pafing  the  Patent  of  that  Province  to  Sf  ffardinando  Gorges. 
I haue  charged  this  vpon  ye  Golh  but  they  fay  ye  Patent 
lookes  back  onely  to  ye  beginning  of  laft  Hollands  warr  but 
I think  thofe  who  will  not  own  ye  Authority  ought  not  to 
haue  ye  benefitt  of  his  Mats  Grant.13 

3.  the  fum  of  20n  due  to  his  Matie  being  the  Moiety  of  a 
fine  paid  by  Tymothy  Armitage  by  an  Order  of  a Court  of 
Bofton  bearing  date  25  Dec.  1680  : as  by  ye  faid  Order  doth 
appeare  here  with  fent. 

4.  the  fum  of  io11  receiued  by  Mr  James  Ruffell  Country 
treafurer:  due  from  Peter  Lawrance  by  Bond  for  breach  of 
ye  A 61  of  ye  14th  of  ye  King  as  by  the  fd  Bond  here  with 
fent  doth  appeare. 

5.  ffines  & forfeitures  receiued  by  the  feuerall  treafurers 
of  this  Colony  at  ye  leaft  computation  400^  p ah  fine  the 
tyme  of  ye  firft  holland  warr  amounts  to  . . . Cuftoms  & 
imports  & Pouder  money  laid  vpon  all  fhipping  & Merchan- 
dize imported  this  Colony  from  England  Wales  & ye  Plan- 
tations yearely  aboue  800*  is  . . . 

Bofton.  29th  May  1682. 

EdRandolph. 


\_Endorfed~\  an  Account  of  Lands 
ffines  and  forfeitures 
belonging  to  his  maiefy 
in  New  England. 


Rec'l  23  June  1682. 


Randolph 


13  By  the  Charter  of  the  Province  of  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  one  quarter  of 
Maine  of  the  3rd  of  April,  1639,  Sir  wheat,  and  alfo  one  fifth  of  the  gold  and 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  his  heirs  and  fuc-  fdver  found,  as  well  as  the  fifth  part 
ceffors,  were  to  pay  yearly  to  the  King,  “of  the  clear  yearly  Proffit  of  Pearl 

Fifhing.” 
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Randolph  to  Jenkins. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  (23). 

Right  HonbIe 

Bofton  : May  29th  1682. 

This  Gom1  upon  ye  Newes  of  ye  diffenters  being  imprif- 
oned  in  En gd.  and  his  Maties  bringing  a Quo  Ward?  againft 
the  Charter  of  London,  believe  it  now  tyme  to  make  their 
application  to  his  Matie  by  their  Agents,  whofe  inftrudtions 
are  to  denye  or  extenuate  the  Complaints  prefented  to  his 
Matie  againft  them  by  my  felfe  or  other  perfons:  To  defend 
their  title  to  ye  Land  claymed  by  Mr  Mafon  : To  maintain 
their  Right  of  Impofing  Cuftoms  & impofts  upon  goods 
& Merchandize  imported  their  Colony:  To  Juftify  their  bet- 
ting up  an  Officer  in  oppofition  to  ye  Officer  eredted  here 
by  his  Ma*'?5  lettr.s  patents.  To  obtain  his  Maties  pardon  & 
confirmation  of  their  Charter  and  Laftly  (if  by  any  meanes) 
to  gett  me  removed  from  my  place  & Office.  I have  fent 
over  feverall  papers  & new  Articles  to  Mr  Blathwayt  to  be 
Communicated  to  yr  Right  Honble  the  Committy  of  trade  & 
plantations:  containing  new  matter  of  fad: : together  with 
their  Lawes  & orders  of  Court  attefied  by  their  Secry  to 
confirm  ye  Mifdemeanors  I have  objected  againft  a fadtion 
who  out  vote  ye  Gov"  & the  honeft  party  in  their  Gen1!  Court : 
which  is  the  cheife  reafon  of  this  oppofition  & difpute  with 
all  his  Mati>s  Lawes  & Commands. 

Their  Agents  I hope  will  be  more  ingenuous  then  to 

deny 

Fifhing.”  S ee  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  ciety,  by  James  Phinney  Baxter,  Vol.  II, 
and  his  Province  of  Maine,  Prince  So-  p.  128. 
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deny  the  plain  matter  of  fabt,  as  followes.  That  their  Gen1! 
Court  have  not  owned  his  Matls  lettrs  Patents  erebting  an 
Officer  of  Collector  of  his  Maties  Cuftoms  in  New  Engc!  & 
their  fetting  up  an  Officer  without  the  Govr.s  approbation, 
which  is  Contrary  to  the  Lawes  of  Engd  & their  Charter. 
That  upon  my  defiring  my  Commiffion  to  be  read  openly  in 
Court  it  was  denied  & oppofed  by  Mr  Noell  late  minifter  & 
now  a Magiflrate.  That  the  Govr  Major  Dudley  & feverall 
of  yl  Magiftrates  oppofed  the  palling  their  Law  Navall  Offi- 
cer & that  Danforth  their  Deputy  Govr  & his  party  prefd  it, 
& contrary  to  that  Law  alfo  adminiftred  an  Oath  to  their 
Officer  & his  deputyes.  That  to  this  day  they  have  refufed 
to  pay  me  the  money  I expended  in  Court  for  profecuting 
feizures  made  in  his  Maties  name  : tho  required  thereunto  by 
his  Maties  laffc  letters  fent  to  their  Gorffi  to  be  repaid  me, 
being  forc’d  from  me  by  an  Arbitrary  order:  & laftly  That 
they  have  likewife  refufed  to  allow  of  his  Maties  left?  Patents 
granted  to  Will.  Blathwayt  Efqr  erebting  an  Officer  of  Sur- 
veyor & Auditor  Gen11  of  his  Matls  Revennues  in  America. 
I have  made  a Seizure  of  a Ship  belonging  to  one  Mr 
Shrimpton  and  a Ketch  Loden  with  Tobacco  belonging  to 
Mr  Kellon  Brother  in  Law  to  Cap!  Richards  one  of  the  pref- 
ent  Agents:  they  are  all  incenfed  againft  me  and  are  Com- 
bined to  mifreprefent  me  as  an  Enemy  to  their  Gom!  for 
protefting  in  his  Maties  name  againft  their  New  Law,  & a 
difturber  of  their  Inhabitants  who  have  not  tranfgrefd  the 
lawes  of  their  Country  by  which  they  are  to  be  governd : 
but  I hope  I have  done  nothing  but  my  duty,  & expebt  to  be 
juftified  in  fo  doing.  I know  they  will  not  be  wanting  to 
render  me  to  y1  Lordfp.s  as  ill  as  malice  & in te reft  can  invent; 
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& by  my  abfence  will  take  the  greater  liberty ; but  I know 
they  have  not  juft  caufe  to  make  an  accufation  againft  me 
or  my  proceedings. 

I went  yefterday  to  feize  a Ketch  a league  or  two  below 
their  Caftle  & caught  fuch  cold  that  I am  now  in  extreamity 
with  the  ftone  & ftrangury : fhould  it  pleafe  God  to  take  me 
away  by  this  or  other  accident  It  would  be  accounted  the 
bleffed  return  of  their  prayers  : I hope  yr  Honr  will  intercede 
wth  his  Matie  that  my  wife  & children  may  have  recompence 
made  them  for  all  my  Ioffes  & charges  I have  been  at  in 
contending  & maintaining  his  Maties  Right  to  that  effedl  in 
this  place,  that  his  Malie  may  now  putt  a finall  end  to  all  dif- 
putes  here  with  his  Royall  Authority,  without  any  charge. 
I have  broak  the  heart  of  this  fadlion  & if  it  pleafe  god  to 
fpare  my  life  fhall  prepare  them  to  receive  his  Maties  Com- 
mands his  Maties  bringing  a Quo  Warrt0  againft  their  Char- 
ter & by  his  printed  declaration  difable  Danforth  & his 
fadtion  from  bearing  any  Office  civill  or  military  & making 
them  uncapable  of  voting  in  future  Elections  will  putt  this 
Goml  into  the  hands  of  honeft  & prudent  Gentelmen  who 
will  with  all  duty  receive  his  Maties  Lawes  & Gom!  I am 

yr  Honrs  moft  obedient  ferl 
Nothing  thefe  Agents  promife 

may  be  depended  upon  if  Ed.  Randolph. 

they  are  fuffred  both  to  depart 
till  his  Matie  have  a full  account 
that  all  is  here  regulated  as  promifed. 

\Endorfed~\  Bofton  29  May  82. 

Mr  Randolph. 

rec*?  8 Aug.  82. 
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\_Addreffed\  To  the  Right  Honble 

Sr  Lionell  Jenkin  Principall 
Secretary  of  State 
at  Whitehall. 


Edward  Randolph  to  the  Bishop  of  London. 

Collection  of  Papers , by  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  271. 

My  Lord, 

In  my  attendance  on  your  Lordfhip,  I often  expreft  that 
fome  able  minifters  might  be  appoynted  to  performe  the 
offices  of  the  church  with  us.  The  maine  obftacle  was,  how 
they  fhould  be  mainetayned.  I did  formerly,  and  doe  now 
propose,  that  a part  of  that  money  fent  over  hither  and  pre- 
tended to  bee  expended  amongft  the  Indians,  may  be  ordered 
to  goe  towards  that  charge.  I am  told  by  credible  perfons 
that  there  is  nigh  two  thoufand  pounds  of  that  money  put 
out  to  intereft  in  this  country,  I know  two  hundred  hath  bin 
for  many  yeeres  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Rawfon,  their  fecretary, 
who  is  now  preffed  for  to  pay  the  money,  to  his  utter  ruin. 
Neceffity,  and  not  duty,  hath  obliged  this  government  to  fend 
over  two  agents  to  England ; they  are  like  to  the  two  confuls 
of  Rome,  Cesar  and  Bibulus.  Major  Dudley  is  a great  op- 
pofer  of  the  fadlion  heere,  againft  which  I have  now  articled 
to  his  Majefty,  who,  if  he  finds  things  refolutely  manniged, 
will  cringe  and  bow  to  anything  ; he  hath  his  fortune  to 
make  in  the  world,  and  if  his  Majefty,  upon  alteration  of  the 
government,  make  him  captain  of  the  caftle  of  Bofton  and 
the  forts  in  the  colloney,  his  Majefty  will  gaine  a popular 
man  and  obleidge  the  better  party. 

VOL.  III.  — 19 
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But  if,  whatever  I have  faid  and  proved  againft,  and  even 
confeffed  by  their  former  agents,  their  money  raifed  upon 
the  miferable  inhabitants  fliall  ftill  prove  a prevailing  argu- 
ment, and  the  agents  be  difmiffed  before  every  matter  con- 
cluded in  England  bee  certified  to  bee  duly  and  punctually 
obferved  heere,  you  will  render  them  more  capable  to  oppofe 
his  Majeftyes  authority. 

I have  reafon,  from  fuch  great  prefling  reafons  to  pay  in 
this  200 L to  believe  that  this  money  is  a banke  layd  up  heere 
upon  mannaging  fome  publick  defigne.  There  was  a great 
difference  betwixt  the  old  church  and  the  members  of  the 
new  church,  about  baptifme  and  their  members  joyning  in 
full  communion  with  either  church  ; this  was  foe  high  that 
there  was  imprifoning  of  parties  and  great  difturbances,  but, 
now,  heering  of  my  propofals  for  minifters  to  be  fent  over, 
for  they  have  very  good  correfpondancy  with  fome  of  the 
darks  of  the  Councell,  they  are  now  joyned  together,  about 
a fortnight  ago,  and  pray  to  God  to  confound  the  devices  of 
all  who  difturbe  their  peace  and  liberties.  I have  made  it  an 
article  againft  them,  for  not  repealing  their  lawes  ecclefiaf- 
ticall,  and  fent  in  my  papers  to  Mr.  Blackworth  [Blathwayt?] 
a large  account  of  their  latter  tranfadions,  to  which  I hum- 
bly befeech  your  Lordfhip  to  be  referred  and  to  be  prefent 
at  the  Committys  making  a party  againft  their  great  friend 
L.  P.  S.  [Lord  Privy  Seal]  who  cannot  withftand  their 
weighty  arguments.  They  have  bin  this  3 yeers  raifing 
money  for  this  expedition,  their  laft  agents  expended  above 
4000/.  in  their  agency,  the  poore  people  muft  pay  all,  for  by 
their  law  neither  magiftrates,  minifters  or  any  publick  offi- 
cers are  charged  with  any  publick  rate.  Thefe  agents  have 

certaynly 
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certaynly  one  great  advantage  by  my  ab fence,  haveing  lib- 
erty to  fay  what  they  pleafe ; but  I thinke  I have  fo  cleerly 
layd  downe  the  matter  of  fact,  fent  over  their  lawes  and 
orders  to  confirme  what  I have  wrote,  that  they  cannot  deny 
them  ; however,  if  commanded,  I will  readily  pafs  the  leas 
to  attend  at  Whitehall,  efpecially  if  Danford,  Goggin,  and 
Newell,  magiftrates  and  Cooke,  Hutchinfon  and  Filher, 
members  of  their  late  generall  court  and  great  oppofers  of 
the  honeft  governor  and  majeftrates,  be  fent  for  to  appeare 
before  his  Majefby,  till  which  time  this  country  will  always 
be  a fhame  as  well  as  inconveniency  to  the  government  at 
home.  Your  Lordfhip  hath  a great  pledge  for  fuch  minif- 
ters  as  your  Lordfhip  (hall  thinke  convenient  to  fend  over, 
for  their  civell  treatment,  and  I thinke  no  perfon  fitter  than 
Major  Dudley,  their  agent,  to  accompany  them,  who  will  be 
very  carefull  to  have  them  fettled  as  ordered  in  England. 
He  is  one  of  the  Commiffioners  for  the  money  fent  over  for 
the  converting  the  Indians;  I give  him  two  or  three  lines 
to  recommend  him  to  your  Lordfhips  favour,  foe  far  as  he 
may  bee  ferviceable  to  the  defig ne ; as  for  Capt.  Richards, 
he  is  one  of  the  faction,  a man  of  meane  extraction,  coming 
over  a poore  fervant,  as  moft  of  the  faction  were  at  their  firft 
planting  heere,  but  by  extraordinary  feats  and  couffinadge 
have  gott  them  great  eflates  in  land,  efpecially  Danford,  fo 
that  if  his  Majefty  doe  fine  them  fufficiently,  and  well  if  they 
efcape  foe,  they  can  goe  to  worke  for  more.  As  for  Mr. 
Richards,  he  ought  to  be  kept  very  fafe  till  all  things  tend- 
ing to  the  quiett  and  regulation  of  this  government  be  per- 
fectly fettled.  I give  your  Lordfhip  my  humble  tbankes  for 
the  great  prefent  of  excellent  bookes.  I have  difpofed  of 

them 
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them  to  advantage  and,  with  my  wife,  are  cryed  upon  as  dif- 
turbers  of  the  peace  of  the  churches,  for  bringing  in  damna- 
ble bookes.  We  have  in  Bofton  one  Mr.  Willard,  a minifter, 
brother  to  Major  Dudley,  he  is  a moderate  man  and  bap- 
tizeth  thofe  who  are  refufed  by  the  other  churches,  for  which 
he  is  hated.  My  Lord,  we  heere  the  flaves  in  Algier  are  all 
to  be  redeemed,  that  I bouldly  write  itt  that  the  lettlement 
of  this  country  and  putting  the  government  into  the  hands 
of  honeft  gentlemen,  fome  of  which  are  already  in  the  majef- 
tracy,  and  difcountenancing  utterly  the  faftion,  will  be  more 
gratefull  to  us,  for  now  our  confciences  as  well  as  our  bodys 
are  in  captivity  to  fervants  and  illiterate  planters.  My  Lord, 
your  goodnefs  and  readinefs  to  ferve  his  Majefty  in  the  fet- 
tlement  of  this  great  plantation,  invites  me,  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  to  interpofe  your  Lordfhips  more  weighty  affayres,  but 
fince  wee  are  heere  immediately  under  your  Lordfhips  care, 
I with  more  freedome  prefs  for  able  and  fober  minifters,  and 
wee  will  contribute  largely  to  their  maintenance,  but  one 
thing  will  mainely  helpe,  when  no  marriages  heereafter  fhall 
be  allowed  lawfull  but  fuch  as  are  made  by  the  minifters  of 
the  church  of  England.  I humbly  crave  your  Lordfhips 
bleffing  and  remaine, 

Your  Lordfhips  moft  obedient  fervant 

Ed.  Randolph. 

1682  May  29th. 

My  Lord,  I cannott  forgett  that  the  Lords  of  the  com- 
mittee for  trade  moved  his  Majefty  to  add  to  my  fallery  of 
200/.  a yeare,  the  yearely  fume  of  one  hundred  more  for  my 
incouradgment.  I have  a great  fammyly  to  mayntayne, 

have 


Documents  and  Letters. 


149 


have  had  great  Ioffes  and  expences  about  his  Majefties  fer- 
vice  heere,  all  which,  I hope,  will  be  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  ; for  if  his  Majefty  be  now  refolute,  I queftion  not,  but 
without  aney  further  charge  to  his  Majefty,  the  whole  fettle- 
ment  of  the  country  will  be  effected.  E.  R. 


MR  Randolphs  Queries  to  yr  Genl.l  Court. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  53  (39),  7 June  1682. 

To  the  honol  Symon  Bradftreet  Efqr  Goverf  to  the  Magef- 
trats  and  to  the  other  Members  of  the  Gener1?  Court  fit- 
ting now  in  Bofton. 

ffor  his  Maties  fpeciall  fervice,  for  avoiding  certaine  charge 
vpon  the  vncertaine  iffues  in  profecuting  the  Tranfgreffo? 
of  the  plantation  Afts  for  the  future  in  this  Colony.  And 
to  the  intent  all  Maft?  of  Ships  and  Veffells,  and  Mer- 
chants may  bee  directed  how  to  governe  themfelves  in  point 
of  trade. 

It  is  propofed  by  Edw^  Randolph  Colle61or  etc.  of  his 
Mat;.es  cuftomes  in  New  England,  that  the  following 
queries  may  bee  taken  into  confideracon  by  this 
gener1.1  Court  & their  anfwere  & refolves  made  publick 
therupon. 

In  tryalls  in  the  Court  of  Bofton  relating  to  the  A6ts  of 
trade,  the  defend1.5  plead  that  thofe  A6ts  are  not  the  Laws  of 
this  Colony,  beecaufe  not  fufficiently  publifhed  as  required 
in  Law  Book  page  1?  Which  plea  in  my  tryalls  in  the  year 
1680  was  allowed  of,  and  juries  brought  in  their  Verdifts 
againft  his  Ma1!6  vpon  which  cofts  and  damages  and  money 

arbitrarily 
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arbitrarily  impofed,  and  charges  vpon  profecution  amounted 
to  above  iool1 

1.  Quer.  Whether  any  Law  made  by  the  Gener11  Court  of 

this  Colony  bee  fufficiently  publifhed,  vntill  it  bee 
made  known  by  ye  ceremony  of  beating  a Drum  ? 
publick  reading,  etc. 

2.  Ouer.  Whether  any  Law  not  fo  publifhed  bee  of  force 

& ought  to  bee  owned  as  the  Law  of  this 
Colonie  ? 

At  a tryall  in  the  Court  of  Affiftants  held  in  Bofton  the  i° 
of  june  inftant.  the  Governor  did  declare  in  open  Court,  that 
my  deputacon  and  Inftruftions  from  the  Comiffiors  of  the 
cuftomes  were  valid : And  that  my  Lett?  patents  were  my 
fufficient  warffi  to  fearch  and  feize,  etc.  without  any  warrn 
from  the  Authority  of  this  Govermf  vnlefs  required  by  mee 
or  my  Dep?63  A major  part  in  the  generall  Court,  prefup- 
pofing  that  any  perfon  acting  in  this  Colony,  though  i medi- 
ately, by  Lett?  patents  from  his  Ma1?  is  an  adtuall  violacon 
of  their  Charter,  and  therfore  by  their  late  Law  have  ta- 
citely  infinuated  that  his  Ma?63  authority  is  inferior  to  that  of 
this  Colonie  by  requiring  his  Ma?es  Officers  to  apply  to  the 
go  verm!  for  their  aid  & warr!1  if  they  intend  loyally  to  per- 
form their  dutie. 

3.  Quer.  Whether  the  Governo1-3  often  and  open  declara- 

tion of  the  Validity  of  his  Mat,es  Lett?  patents 
erecting  an  Office  and  an  Officer  of  his  cuftomes 
in  New  England  bee  not  fufficient  ground  for 
the  fd  Officer  to  a6t  and  alfo  for  all  perfons  con- 
cerned in  trade  to  acquiefc  & conform  therunto ; 
Efpecially  fine  the  Govero^  of  this  Colony  by  the 

A6ts 
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A 61  s made  in  the  120  and  150  years  of  his  Maties 
Reigne  (both  publifhed  here  in  March  lafb  by 
beat  of  Drum)  is  folely  & perfonally  concern’d 
by  Oath  as  Governo"  to  aid  and  affift  in  manag- 
ing the  plantation  A6ts ; betides  in  ye  Charter  of 
this  Colony  there  are  perticuler  A6ts  and  duties 
enjoyned  this  Governor  which  the  DepUe  Gov- 
ern!: or  Company  as  fuch  were  not  capable  of 
performing  as  taking  an  Oath  before  A matt  in 
Chancery,  adminiftring  an  Oath,  etc  : So  that  its 
no  more  in  the  power  of  a gener!1  Court  to  alter 
& vary  from  the  exp  refs  words  of  an  A 61  of  par- 
liament, then  to  alter  any  article  or  claufe  in 
their  Charter. 

At  the  faid  tryall  in  the  Court  of  Affiftants  the  Governor 
and  Affiftants  did  openly  declare  that  the  A 61  for  prevent- 
ing ffraud  made  in  the  140  of  the  King,  the  a6t  for  encour- 
agment  of  trade  made  in  the  150  of  the  King  and  the  A61 
for  better  fecuring  the  plantation  trade  made  in  the  250  year 
of  the  King  Were  all  intended  and  ought  to  bee  vnderftood 
to  bee  included  in  the  Law  of  this  Colony  made  the  10th  of 
Odtof  1677  And  were  all  to  bee  obferved  in  this  Colony, 
though  not  publ iflied  by  beat  of  Drum. 

4.  Quer.  An  open  declaration  of  the  Goverof  & Court  of 
Affiftants  who  (like  the  Judges  in  England)  are 
the  foie  interpreters  of  the  Laws  of  this  Colony, 
that  the  faid  A6ts  of  the  140  150  and  250  of  the 
King  are  included  & ment  by  the  faid  Law  of 
OCtor  10th  1677  ought  not  to  bee  received  as 
the  genuine  meaning  and  defigne  of  that  Law, 

though 
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though  none  of  thofe  Ads  are  perticulerly 
mentioned  therin,  without  further  publication 
theroff. 

5.  Quer.  Whether  in  judiciall  proceedings  a declaration 

of  the  meaning  of  a Law  made  in  open  Court 
by  the  Goveror  and  Court  of  Affiftants,  who  by 
Charter  have  the  foie  Executive  power  of  the 
Laws  of  this  Colony  bee  binding  and  a warrant- 
able ground  for  his  Maties  Officers  to  proceed  or 
depend  vpon  ? 

6.  Quer.  Whether  the  faid  ads  of  the  140  and  250  of  the 

King  both  declared  by  the  Governor  and  Court 
of  Affiftants  to  bee  included  in  the  Law  made 
10th  Odor  1677  bee  in  force  here,  though  not 
publifhed  by  beat  of  Drum  ? etc. 

7.  Quer.  Whether  the  faid  Ad  made  in  the  150  of  the 

King  publifhed  by  beat  of  Drum,  etc.  bee  in 
force  not  being  perticulerly  mentioned  or  recited 
in  the  Law,  title  fhipping  made  1663  nor  in  the 
Law  made  Odor  10.  1677. 

Thus  much  I have  thought  my  felfe  obliged  in  dutie  to 
his  Matie  to  reprefent,  that  what  is  really  intended  by  the 
Gener!1  Court  to  bee  done  in  anfwere  to  his  Mat!es  fervice  and 
expedation  may  appear  barefaced,  without  any  referves  or 
equivocation  & what  I have  here  laid  down  I purpofe  to 
tranfrnitt  to  the  Lords  of  his  Maties  Councill  by  the  next 
convenient  opertunity,  to  demonftrate  how  ready  I am  to 
attend  my  dutie  Which  would  long  fine  have  been  effeded 
with  great  eafe  and  quiet,  had  not  fome  overweening  per- 
fons  againft  all  colour  of  right  or  good  inclinations  to  his 
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Maties  Service,  block’t  vp  my  way,  and  rendred  his  Maties  au- 
thority though  fortified  with  ye  belt  pow^  and  fecurity  fo 
weak  and  inconfiderable  that  nothing  will  now  availe  with 
the  people,  but  what  is  allowed  of  & approved  by  fome 
Members  in  this  Goverment. 

Bofton. June  7^ 

1682. 

• 

EdRandolph  Cobh 

Read  ye  8 of  June 
in  the  Gen1!  Court. 


\_Endorfed~\  Queries  propofed  to  ye 
Gen1!  Court, 
by  E Randolph  Coft. 


Order  for  Edward  Randolph  to  appear  to  be  admon- 
ished by  the  Governor  for  his  reflections  on  the 
General  Court  on  April  3RD. 

Ma Ufach ufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI.  p.  262. 

This  Court  haveing  taken  notice  of  fundry  cariages  & 
expreffions  of  mr  Randolphs  wch  have  a tendancy  to  call: 
much  reproach  & contempt  upon  his  Maties  Authority  here 
eftablifhed,  and  not  being  willing  to  proceed  to  make  any 
legall  procifs,  or  fentance  of  faid  Randolph  according  to  his 
jufidemerrits  as  the  Law  diredts,  lead  theyfhould  beinterptede 
as  Defigneing  to  obfirudt  faid  Randolph  in  the  execution  of 
that  trufi:  where  unto  he  is  appoynted  by  his  Matie.  Do 
therefore  agree  that  ft1  Randolph  be  fent  for  befor  ye  Gen11 
Court  now  fitting,  & by  the  Gounor  cautioned  that  his 
cariages  as  above  is  writen  are  taken  notice  of  by  them- 
vol.  hi.  - 20  felves. 
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felves.  & that  they  have  Daily  informations  of  his  Dirty  & 
abufive  reflections  upon  this  Court.  & the  laws  of  this 
Colony.  & fhall  in  cafe  he  do  proceed,  in  fuch  abufive  wayes, 
neither  his  Maties  laws,  nor  yet  his  authourity  here  fetled 
will  exempt  him  from  a more  fevere  animadverfion. 

June  9-82,  Paffed  by  Magiftrates  ye.  brethren  Deputies 
confenting 

Edwd  Raws  on  Secfty 

The  Deputes  Confent  no1  hereto  haveing  declared  yeir 
mynds  in  yis  matter  by  or  meffengers  fent  in  before  yis  was 
publicly  read. 

William  Torrey  Secry 
Mr.  Randolph  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

Collection  of  Papers,  by  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  275. 

Bofton  June  14th,  1682. 

Right  honourable, 

I wrote  your  Lordfhip  largely  by  Mr.  Foy,  which  I hope 
is  come  to  your  Lordfhips  hands.  Our  agents  are  fayled 
from  hence  about  a fortnight  ago.  Wee  heare,  Maj.  Dudley, 
one  of  them,  is  very  Tick  of  a feavor  and  not  like  to  hold  out 
the  voyage,  Mr.  Richards,  the  other,  one  of  Danforths  fac- 
tion and  a great  oppofer  of  the  governor,  will  upon  Maj. 
Dudleys  death,  have  an  opportunity  to  fay  what  he  pleafeth, 
in  defence  of  the  feverall  mifdemeanors  objected  againft 
them  and  their  fadlion. 

They  have  been  thefe  2 yeares  rayfing  money  upon  the 
poore  inhabitants,  to  make  friends  at  court,  certainly  they 

have 
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have  fome  there,  too  nigh  the  councill  chamber,  otherwife 
they  could  not  have  coppies  of  my  petition  againft  their 
government,  my  articles  of  high  mifdemeanures  againft 
Danforth,  and  now  of  Mr.  Cranfields  inftrudtions  and  nego- 
tiations in  the  province  of  New-Hampfhire. 

I heartily  congratulate  the  happy  returne  of  his  Royall  H. 
my  gracious  matter  to  Whitehall,  the  news  whereof  and  of 
his  Majefties  bringing  quo  warrantos  againft  feveral  charters 
in  England,  and  of  Mr.  Cranfields  being  conftituted  gover- 
nor of  New-Hampfhire,  puts  the  fadiion  in  a great  perplex- 
ity; their  generall  court  hath  fett  above  a month,  and  made 
only  the  inclofed  law,  and  appointed  a faft  throughout  the 
government.  I am  confident,  if  his  Majeftie  had  bene 
pleafed,  at  the  fame  time  he  made  Mr.  Cranfield  governor, 
to  bring  a O.  W.  againft  their  charter  and  made  him  gover- 
nor of  this  collonie,  they  would  thankfully  receive  him,  efpe- 
cially  upon  declaring  liberty  of  confcience  in  matters  of  relig- 
ion ; but  fo  long  as  their  charter  remaines  undifturbed,  all 
his  Majeftie  faith  or  commands  fignifies  nothing  here.  The 
governor  is  very  much  troubled  that  the  fadlion  will  not 
hearken  to  reafon ; he  endeavoured  to  have  their  navall 
office  (fett  up  in  oppofition  to  my  letters  pattents)  taken 
away  this  generall  court,  and  have  all  the  adts  of  parliament 
relating  to  trade  declared  and  publifhed,  but  the  fadtion  are 
refolved  to  doe  nothing  to  oblige  the  governor  or  anfwer  his 
Majefties  expectations.  His  Majefties  quo  warranto  againft 
their  charter  and  fending  for  Tho.  Danforth,  Sam.  Nowell, 
a late  fadlious  preacher  and  now  a magiftrate,  and  Dan. 
Fiflier  and  Elifha  Cooke,  deputies,  to  attend  and  anfwer  the 
articles  of  high  mifdemeanures  I have  now  exhibited  againft 

them, 
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them,  in  my  papers  fent  Mr.  Blaithwait  per  Capt.  Foy,  will 
make  the  whole  faction  tremble.  I was  very  much  threat- 
ened for  my  proteft  againft  their  navall  office,  but  it  was  at  a 
time  when  they  heard  of  troubles  in  England;  but,  fince,  I 
am  very  eafy,  and  they  would  be  glad  to  heare  no  more  of 
it.  His  Majeftie  commanded  them  to  repay  me  the  money 
they  tooke  from  me  by  their  arbitrary  orders,  which  the 
faction  would  not  heare  of,  I have  therefore  arrefted  Mr. 
Danforth  for  io l.  part  of  that  money,  and  their  treafurer,  Mr. 
Ruffell,  for  5/.  due  to  me  for  a fine,  and  I am  to  have  a tryall 
with  them.  I humbly  befeech  your  Lordffiip  that  I may 
have  coe[n]fideration  for  all  my  Ioffes  and  money  laid  out  in 
profecuting  feizures  here,  in  the  year  1680.  If  I may  not 
have  it  out  of  his  Majefties  treafury  in  England,  that  the 
heads  of  this  fadlion  here  maybe  ftridlly  profecuted  and  fined 
for  their  treafons  and  mifdemeanures,  and  my  money  paid 
out  of  their  fines.  My  Lord,  I am  at  a great  difadvantage, 
by  reafon  of  my  diftance  from  court,  and  in  no  condition  to 
follicite  his  Majefties  concernes  and  the  good  and  wellfare 
of  this  colony,  as  formerly,  I well  remember,  bufinefs  with 
your  Lordffiip,  as  with  other  Lords  of  the  Councill,  fome- 
times  intervenes,  which  hath  occafioned  not  only  delays,  but 
quite  alters  the  face  of  things,  efpecially  when  a committee 
of  Lords  meete,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  whole 
feries  of  this  affaire:  It  is  therefore  my  humble  requeft  to 
your  Lordffiip,  to  move  that  2 or  3 committyes  may  be  ap- 
pointed for  this  matter,  when  your  Lordffiip,  my  Lord  Hide, 
and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  may  be  prefent,  and 
the  whole  matter  of  fadf  examined  and  ftated.  I know  the 
agents,  at  leaf!  one  of  them,  will  confefs  what  is  charged 
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upon  their  government,  as  their  former  agents  did,  in  their 
petition  to  his  Majeftie,  which  is  a Handing  evidence  againft 
them ; but  if  that  be  not  fufficient  ground  to  avoid  their 
charter,  together  with  the  mifdemeanors  charged  upon  them, 
on  which  your  Lordfhip  hath  the  opinion  of  Sir  Wm.  Jones, 
if  his  Majeftie  pleafe  to  direCt  Gov.  Cranfield  to  examine  the 
laft  articles  againft  the  faction,  there  will  be  reafon  not  only  to 
vacate  their  charter  but  to  fend  over  a prudent  gentleman 
to  be  generall  governor.  If  the  party  were  fo  confiderable  as 
to  revolt,  upon  his  Majefties  refolution  to  fettle  this  planta- 
tion (as  hath  been  fometimes  fuggefted)  their  firft  worke 
would  be  to  call  me  to  account,  for  endeavouring,  openly, 
the  alteration  of  their  conftitution,  which  by  their  law  is 
death,  but  they  dwindle  away  and  are  very  much  divided, 
magiftrate  againft  magiftrate,  the  one  hoping,  the  other  fear- 
ing a change.  My  Lord,  I have  but  one  thing  to  reminde 
your  Lordfhip,  that  nothing  their  agents  can  fay  or  doe  in 
England  can  be  any  ground  for  his  Majeftie  to  depend  upon  : 
Be  pleafed  to  remember,  from  the  time  your  Lordfhips  hon- 
orable father,  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  engaged  with  their 
agents,  in  1662,  who  undertooke  and  affented  to  every  thinge 
his  Lordfhip  propofed  for  his  Majefties  honour  and  the 
benefit  of  his  fubjeCts  here  inhabiting,  nothing  but  open 
contempt,  of  all  of  his  Majefties  Commands,  with  fmall 
evafions  and  tricks,  have  followed,  and  worfe  may  be  daily 
expedted,  if  it  be  left  to  them  to  regulate  the  abufes  com- 
plained of.  My  Lord,  one  unhappy  (if  not  willfull)  mif- 
take  hath  very  much  promoted  thefe  mifchiefs,  his  Majeftie 
hath  been  reprefen  ted  to  this  people  very  low  in  his  treafury, 
unable  and  unwilling  to  give  them  any  difturbance,  though 

never 


1 5 8 Edward  Randolph. 

never  fo  much  provoked  to  it,  which  is  here  believed,  when 
to  this  day  their  contempts  putt  upon  his  Majefties  Com- 
miflion  and  Commiffioners  in  1664,  his  Majeftie  not  calling 
them  to  account  for  refufing  to  fend  over  Bellingham  and 
Hathorne  when  commanded  upon  their  allegiance  to  attend 
at  Whitehall  by  his  Majefties  letter  of  1666,  no  not  fo  much 
as  the  leafl  notice  taken  of  it  in  any  of  his  Majefties  letters 
at  any  time  fince  to  this  government,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
by  a certain  deceptio  vifus , thefe  people  have  been  repre- 
fented  to  his  Majeftie  as  a very  dutifull  and  loyall  people, 
that  they  are  a great  people  and  can  raife  great  forces,  be- 
tides that  they  have  been  at  vaft  charges  and  expences  in 
fubduing  a wilderneffe  and  making  a great  country,  without 
any  charge  or  expence  to  the  crown.  Its  true  there  are 
many  loyall  fubjedts  here,  but  few  of  them  in  any  places  of 
truft.  Their  forces  are  very  inconfiderable,  more  for  fhew 
than  fervice.  I will  engage  with  500  of  his  Majefties  guards 
to  drive  them  out  of  their  country.  And  for  their  expences, 
I know  very  few  now  living,  nor  their  children,  who  were  at 
that  charge.  Mr.  Dudley,  one  of  the  prefent  agents,  was  one 
of  the  firft  planters  and  a gentleman,  came  over  with  a good 
eftate,  but  the  firft  adventurers  are  either  all  dead  and  their 
children  drove  out  of  all,  by  their  fathers  fervants,  or  elfe  fo 
few  and  inconfiderable  that  no  notice  is  taken  of  them  ; and 
as  for  all  the  perfons  joyned  and  concerned  in  the  fadtion 
here,  I know  but  one  man  who  was  not  a fervant  or  a fer- 
vants fon,  who  now  governe  their  governor  and  the  whole 
country.  I befeech  your  Lordfhip  to  pardon  my  long  New- 
England  difcourfe,  and  believe  me,  in  all  this,  to  aime  at  his 
Majefties  honour  and  the  good  of  this  plantation,  where  by 
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his  Majefties  goodnefs  and  your  Lordfhips  favour,  I am  now 
become  an  inhabitant,  and  remaine  E.  R. 

My  Lord,  after  your  Lordfhip  hath  perufed  the  enclofed, 
if  any  thinge  occurr  therein  which  may  be  of  fervice,  whileft 
the  affaires  of  this  colony  are  tranfaCting,  be  pleafed  to  fend 
it  to  Mr.  Blaithwait,  that  the  neceflaries  may  be  communi- 
cated, if  required.  In  the  inclofed  law,  they  call  the  money 
coyned  in  this  colony,  New  England  coyne,  engageing  the 
whole  plantation  in  the  matter  of  their  mint  and  thereby  be- 
fpeaking  the  influence  this  fmall  government  would  have 
overall  the  neighbouring  colonys,  but  their  ambition  will 
fhew  itfelf  upon  all  occafions ; however,  if  they  cannot  con- 
ceale  what  they  aime  at,  lying  under  fuch  circumftances, 
they  will  take  a time  effectually  to  demonftrate  what  they 
have  been  for  many  yeares,  defigning,  that  is,  the  generall 
government  over  the  whole  plantation,  which,  indeed,  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  on  his  Majefties  behalfe,  but  not  to  be 
managed  by  them. 

E.  Randolph. 


Randolph  to  Jenkins. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  53  (27). 

Bofton.  June  14.  1682. 

Right  Honb!e 

In  mine  of  ye  29^  of  may  laft  I gaue  yr.  Hon'  an  account 
of  Agents  coming  from  hence  to  attend  his  Matie  in  hopes 
to  obtaine  his  Mall?s  pardon  to  this  Gom!  of  all  their  former 
mifdemeanors  & to  procure  a Confirmation  of  their  Charter : 

to 
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to  which  end,  that  they  may  not  fayle  of  their  wonted  Suc- 
ceffe,  they  haue  been  thefe  two  laft  yeares  raifing  money 
vpon  ye  poor  Inhabitants  to  purchafe  what  their  promifes  & 
pretences  cannot  obtaine.  Their  laft  Agents  at  their  return 
home  brought  to  account  aboue  4000^  part  of  which  money 
was  difpofed  of  to  fome  perfons  then  in  Great  Stations  at 
Court : by  whole  aftiftance  together  with  the  Atturney  Gen1.1 
Sr  William  Jones  their  Councill,  they  avoided  the  alteration 
then  intended  by  his  Mah6  to  be  made  in  their  Gom!  But 
Sr  William  Jones  & Sr  ffrancis  Winnington  haue  left  their 
opinion  vpon  record  with  the  Right  Honble  the  Lords  of  the 
Committy  for  trade,  that  the  mifdemeanors  objected  againft 
the  Corporation  of  ye  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New  Eng?  in 
managing  their  Patent  do  contain  Sufficient  matter  to  avoid 
ye  Patent  but  that  cannot  otherwife  be  done  then  by  a Quo 
Ward?  ftnce  which  as  if  their  former  mifdemeanors  were  not 
Sufficient : They  haue  oppofed  his  Maties  letters  patents  and 
me  in  the  execution  of  my  Office,  of  which  I haue  in  my  laft 
papers  complained  of. 

Endeavors  are  ftill  vfed  by  the  Phannatticks  at  home  to 
keep  vp  the  minds  of  this  faction,  by  fending  over  heither  all 
forts  of  fcandalous  papers,  as  ye  firft  fecond  & third  parts  of 
No  proteftant  Plot  & feverall  papers  in  vindication  of  my 
lord  Shaftfbury  & Cap!  Wilkinfons  information  relating  to 
my  Ld  Shaftfbury  but  the  Newes  of  his  Royall  Highnes  re- 
turn to  Court;  the  profecuting  diffenters  at  home  and  his  Ma11?3 
Sending  ouer  Mr  Cranfeild  to  be  Gour  of  N : Hampfheir  hath 
quite  altred  & lefned  the  party.  It  was  the  expectation  of 
many  of  his  Ma1'!3  good  fubjects  in  this  Colony  that  Mr  Cran- 
feild had  been  impowered  like  wife  to  take  vpon  him  the 
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Gom!  of  this  Colony,  -aEo-  what  euer  the  Agents  may  offer  or 
fuggeft,  I fo  well  know  the  proceedings  & practices  of  this 
faction  now  ouervoting  the  Gour  and  oppofmg  ail  his  Maties 
Commands,  that  till  his  Matie  be  pleafed  to  make  a finall  fet- 
tlement  of  this  Gom!  by  putting  able  and  honeft  Gent  into 
the  Magiftracy,  nothing  can  be  expedled  but  tricks  & his 
matie  cannot  relye  vpon  them  with  Security  to  his  Hon"  & 
Authority. 

We  haue  a report  & we  hope  tis  true,  that  My  lord  of 
London  is  fending  ouer  to  vs  an  able  minifter  : at  which 
many  hundred  good  people  are  highly  rejoiced  : their  Chil- 
dren being  to  this  day  vnbaptized,  not  withftanding  his 
Manfs  Expreffe  Commands  on  that  behalfe,  nor  are  any 
perfons  admitted  to  the  Sacrament  but  fuch  as  are  of  their 
Congregationall  Church. 

Euer  fince  his  Matl.s  happy  reformation  this  Gom*  haue 
been  juftly  complained  of : warrs  & other  troubles  arifing  at 
home  haue  prevented  his  MatJfs  regulating  thefe  abufes  : in 
the  tyme  of  the  Rebellion  in  Engd  Sy  Henry  Vanes  & Hugh 
Peters  difciples  & friends  gott  into  ye  Gom!  & fauing  ye  Gour. 
& 8 or  i o honeft  Gent  in  ye  Magiftracy  few  or  none  but  rigid 
Independents  are  in  the  Cheife  places  Ciuill  or  Military: 
their  will  is  their  law.  They  rate  & tax  at  pleafure  all  that 
are  not  of  their  party,  & make  vfe  of  his  Maties  name  in  their 
warr1?  onely  to  abufe  his  good  Subjedts  : & now  who  euer 
Complaines  is  punifhed  for  abuftng  this  his  Maties  Gonft  So 
that  nothing  will  reduce  this  place  to  their  due  obedience  to 
his  Mane  and  eafe  the  poor  Inhabitants  of  the  intolerable 
burthen  they  haue  long  tyme  lain  vnder  but  a Ouo  Ward?  fo 
often  & fo  neceffarily  prefd  for.  I queftion  not  but  large  Com- 
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plaints  will  be  made  at  ye  Councill  the  Treafury  chamber  & 
ye  Cuftome  houfe  againft  me  for  being  an  Enemy  & oppofer 
(as  I was  lately  told  in  open  Court  by  Mr  Danforth)  of  his 
Mat!.s  Authority  & difturber  of  his  Good  Subjects  & Goml  I con* 
feffe  I haue  for  almoft  7 yeares  attended  his  Matis  fervice  here, 
haue  faithfully  reprefented  the  publick  proceedings  of  this 
place  & finding  no  performance  here  of  what  they  largly 
engaged  for  at  White  hall,  in  my  petition  againft  the  Goirf 
& Articles  of  high  mifdemeanors  againft  fome  eminent 
offenders  I haue  laid  down  the  true  -flate-of-  caufe  of  this 
Great  defection  : and  if  in  this  I haue  offended,  I humbly 
befeech  yr  Hon^  to  intercede  with  his  Ma!1  on  my  behalfe, 
and  to  remember  that  I am  placed  in  a troublefome  ffation, 
being  to  manage  with  a faction  whofe  Chriftian  Policy  is  to 
Support  themfelues  by  falfe  reports  & Calumnyes. 

I remaine 

Right  Honble 

your  moft  humble  and 
moft  obedient  Serul 

giue  me  your  hon?  leaue  to  ad 

that  I ftand  vpon  my  good  EdRandolph. 

behaviour  here,  if  his  Matie  for 

fome  reafons  of  State  deferr  taking 

notice  to  this  Gom*  of  what  I haue 

often  reprefented  And  that  the  Agents 

return  home  with  an  Olive  branch 

(as  their  minifters  pray  in  their  pulpetts) 

that  branch  may  proue  a fatall  tree 

to  me,  at  prefent  Secure  & very  eafy 

during  their  Agents  Stay  in  Eng?  for 
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in  refpedt  to  them  they  durft  do  no 
other : which  I humbly  recommend 
to  yr.  Honr.s  Confideration. 

E:  R: 

\_AddreJfed\  To  the  Right  Honble  Sr  Lionell  Jenkins 

Principall  Secretary  of  State  to  his  Matie 

[kindly]  prefent  at  White  hall. 

[. Endorfed ] Bofton.  14  June  82.  Mr  Randolph. 

reed  fro  Mr  Blathwait  8 Aug.  82. 


Affidavit  of  Elisha  Hutchinson. 

Majfachufetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p 263. 

I being  upon  the  change  in  Bofton  heard  Lefu  Dan.  Turel 
fpeaking  to  Mr  Edw.  Randolph  — fd  hee  Cap1  Hutchinfon 
why  doe  you  not  fpeke  to  him  ? E Randolph  Reply ed,  I 
had  as  leav  fpeke  to  him  as  to  any  eliv,  if  it  fall  in  my  way. 
I looking  about  fd  whts  ye  matter.  Mr  Randolph  anfwered 
you  Rated  me  13/4  wch  I pd  to  yor  Deputy.  I afked  wu  Dep- 
uty. Lef*  Turel  fd  yor  Conftables  Deputy,  Tho : Smiths  Dep- 
uty was  anfwered.  I Replyed  you  did  well.  Mr  Randolph 
fd,  I intende  to  Rec.  it  back  againe  for  you  ought  not  to 
Rate  me.  I anfwered  we  had  as  much  Refon,  or  might  as 
well  demand  it  as  you  pay  it.  he  faid  againe  I intend  to 
have  it  Returned.  I Replyed  you  wil  be  wifer  when  you 
have  it  (or  muff  be  wifer  firft).  he  fd  though  you  are  Longer 
you  may  find  them  yl  are  wifer.  I f1  like  enuf.  Sd  Ran- 
dolph fd  7 men  may  cut  a mans  purfe  on  ye  high  way.  I 
replyed  fuch  a knave  as  you  may  Cheat  20  men.  He  fd 
whoe  are  you.  I fd  a man.  he  faid,  when  you  have  your 

buf 
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buf  cote  on.  I Replyed  as  good  as  you  with  your  forde  on. 
he  fd  you  are  no  Comiffioner  here.  I fd  I haue  as  good  a 
Comiffion  as  you,  my  ftaf  is  as  good  a Comiffion  as  your 
Sworde.  he  fd  wold  I had  you  in  place  where  I wold  try  it. 
I Replyed,  Try  now,  which  he  went  away  and  left  me,  we 
haueing  no  more  words  all  Change  time,  but  he  went  off 
Change  and  I faw  no  more  of  him : this  is  the  whole  dif- 
courfe  y*  paft  betwixt  us  as  neer  as  I can  Remember  & I 
think  word  for  word,  as  witnes  my  hand,  ffryday  about  one 
a clock  June  23,  1682. 

Elisha  Hutchinson. 
Abstract  of  letters  from  M?  Randolph  at  N : Engl? 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  53  (154),  20  Dec.  1681  to  24  June  1682. 

Mr  Randolph’s  Letter  to  the  Comm?  of  the  Cuftom  Houfe. 

Bofton  16  May  1682. 

Numb.  9.  The  Govr  did  allow  his  Patent  & the  power 

the  Patent.  granted  to  the  Commrs  of  the  Cuftoms  by  the  25th 
of  the  King,  and  denyed  his  Pafs  to  fhips  outward  bound, 
till  they  produced  Mr  Randolph’s  Certificate  that  hee  had 
vifited  them. 

Entryes  wth  him.  That  fome  Matters  entered  with  him. 

But  Mr  Danforth  made  a party  againft  him  in  the  gen- 
MrDanfonh’s  erall  Court  giving  out  that  by  that  Patent  the 
Charter  of  New-England  would  bee  overthrown 
& that  the  generall  Court  only  haue  right  to  choofe  the 
Officers  of  that  Colony.  That  none  could  haue  power  to 
feize  any  ffiips  or  goods  without  Warrant  from  the  Govern!- 
or  from  a Magiftrate. 


The 
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Sworn  by 
Mr  Dan  forth. 


bat  7.  The  ffadtion  being  the  Depty  Govr  & 6 Magif- 

trates  (oqt  of  20)  & the  major  part  of  the  Court  of  Deputies 
Mastrs  to  clear  carryed  it  againft  the  Gov!:  & the  reft,  and  made  a 

with  Mf  Russell  J 0 

Navaii  officer.  Law  that  all  Veffells  fhall  clear  wth  Mr  Ruffell  as 
their  Navall  Officer  lately  eftablifhed.  March  25th  they 
publiffi’t  this  Law  wth  the  A6ls  of  the  12  & 15  of  the 
King,  & take  no  notice  of  ye  14  & 25  of  ye  King,  this 
done  they  call  a Councill  & the  Govern!!  denying  to 
grant  Mr  Ruffell  a Commiffion  & to  fwear  him  to  be 
Navall  Officer 

Mr  Danforth  aflumes  the  power  granted  to  the 
Govf  by  the  15  of  the  King,  and  fwears  Mr  Ruffell 
and  another  Officer  againft  the  Governor  & the  Magiffrates 
mi  r.  protest.  Confent.  April  4^  He  publiffied  a proteff  againft 
thefe  Proceedings.  April  27.  he  profecuted  two  perfons  for 
Capt  Richards  threatning  him  if  he  went  aboard  to  vifitt.  He 

refuseth  to  take  ° . ri  ~ • 

his  affidavit.  offered  to  make  Affidavit  thereof  but  Cap!  Rich- 
ards refufed  to  fwear  him.  The  Johanna  of  Pifcataqua 
fteales  fruite  & Spanifh  Wine  affiore.  He  is  directed  to  the 
Warehoufes  where  they  defire  the  Govr.s  Warrant  but  is  de- 
nyed,  the  Govern!!  being  of  opinion  that  the  Adt 
for  the  preventing  ffrauds  is  not  intended  to  be 
executed  in  the  Plantations,  Nor  hath  that  Col- 
ony owned  that  Law. 

The  Swallow  of  Salem  brings  Scotch  goods 
but  denies  to  fhew  her  clearings  being  told  Mr  R. 
had  nothing  to  do  therewith  Hee  puts  Waiters 
aboard  the  New  England  Merch!  but  they  are 
driven  out  by  force.  The  Increafe  of  Bofton  en- 
ters Salt,  but  refufes  to  enter  upon  Oath. 


Act  for  prevent 
ing  ffrauds  not 
of  force  in  ye 
Plantations. 


Denyed  to  see 
clearings. 

His  Waiters 
driven  from 
aboard. 


Refuse  to  enter 
upon  Oath. 


The 
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The  Sufanna  of  Bofton  having  Scotch  Merch1?  aboard 
Clearings  deny’d.  deny  to  fhew  him  their  Clearings. 

The  Hope  seiz  ’d  The  Hope  of  Bofton  vnlivers  before  entry  w* 

for  vnlivering  1 J 

before  entry.  the  Qovy  Ruffell  grants  Warrant  to  fearch  Cellers 
&c:  but  hearing  Randolph  was  ready  to  enter  when  the 
Cellers  were  open  fuffers  the  Matter  to  make  entry  of  his 
Ship  & defifts  but  Mr  Randolph  has  feized  the  Ship  for  vn- 
livering before  entry  wl.h  the  Governor.  Ships  from  Virginia 
0f  enter  as  they  pleafe,  they  not  all  ow[n]ing  ye  22 
King  not  allowed.  & 2 3 of  the  King  to  be  of  force  in  Bofton.  All 

foundilndgofor  Ships  give  Bond  at  this  Office  Tobacco  laden  for 
Newfoundland  but  go  for  Scotland,  the  Govr  not 
knowing  of  the  Bond  or  what  fecurity  is  taken.  Their  Cuf- 
Customs  fallen.  toms  formerly  1000  £ p anh,  fince  his  coming  fal- 
len 400*  p anh.  Sugars  are  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies 
but  the  Mafters  enter  wth  Mr  Ruffell  and  refufe  to  fhew  Cleer- 
T . . in^s  to  Mr  Randolph.  The  News  of  imprifonins: 

Impnsonmt  of  ^ i I o 

ye^rwSnto  Diffenters  & a Quo  Warranto  againft  London 

allay  the  ffaction.  1 _ rr  n • i 1 r rr  1 • , 

weaken  ye  naction  here,  who  now  iurter  him  to 
make  Seizures,  and  grant  him  a Court  to  try  Seizures  with 
all  Caution  (as  their  new  Law  requires)  and  if  the  prefent 
Govr  be  continued  this  Election  it  is  believed  the  Navall 
Office  and  Law  will  be  repealed.  They  fend  over  two 
Agents.  Agents  &c.  The  Councill  of  New  Hampfhire 
Hampshire  ob-  are  ft  rift  Obfervers  of  the  Generali  Court,  they 
Generali  court,  fined  and  imprifoned  his  Officers  for  Seizure,  but 
hearing  of  Mr  Cranfield’s  Coming  grow  more  moderate. 

. . The  ffadfion  intended  to  proceed  asrainft  him 

NewSshfrom’ Engi:  vpon  their  revived  Law  of  Confpiracy  for  afting 
temfies  them.  wthou^-  their  Warrant  & for  publifhing  his  proteft, 

but 
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but  the  good  News  from  England  lays  afide  their  Intentions. 

Writt  of  assist-  A writ  of  Affiftance  is  neceffary.  The  lad 
ance‘  Agents  promifes  lignifyed  nothing  at  their  re- 

turn, the  ffadion  telling  them  they  had  no  power  to  affent 
to  any  of  thofe  matters,  wc.h  were  required  of  them  in 
England. 


M*  Randolph’s  Letter  To  the  Commr.s  of  the  Customs. 

Bofton.  14  June.  82. 

Num.io  The  firfb  of  June  he  had  3 Tryalls  at  Bofton. 

scoTcVgofdsSac°-r  The  firft  was  for  Scotch  goods  brought  in  the  Su- 
quitted‘  fanna  by  Cole  a Scotch  Mercht  juft  before  the 
Tryall  the  evidence  was  conveyed  out  of  the  way.  Mr  Ran- 
dolph moved  that  the  Merch!  being  a Scotchman  fhould  fliew 
his  Clearings,  or  make  appear  that  the  Goods  were  Shipped 
from  England  the  Onus  probandi  lying  on  his  part,  wc.h  he 

The  Hope  ac-  could  not  do  neverthelefs  the  Goods  were  acquitted, 
quitted.  2d  q-pe  pi0pe  of  Bofton  feized  for  vnlivering,  be- 
fore Entry;  at  the  Tryall  no  witneffes  were  to  proue  the 
vnlivery  after  Entry  or  that  the  Wines  were  Shipped  at  the 
Maderas  as  entered,  Yet  he  was  caft,  Infifting  that  he  had 
no  Warrant  to  feize  the  Ship.  The  Govern!*  & Magiftrate 
allowed  his  Patent  fufficient  Warrant  & fent  out  the  Jury  3 
times,  but  they  would  not  alter  the  Verdidl.  He  appealed 
but  that  would  not  be  granted  tho’  not  abfolutely  denyed, 
till  bee  heard  from  the  Agents  his  Ma‘?  Pleafure  therein. 
He  hath  fecurity  from  them  to  anfwer  the  King’s  part  and 
fhall  haue  review  at  the  next  Court. 
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^ .......  . 3.  The  William  of  Briftoll  feized  for  vnliverins: 

The  William  of  O o 

Bnstoii  acquitted.  gherry  wine  before  entry,  the  Matter  pleaded  he 
had  entered  w*  the  Country  Officer  but  the  Govr  difown’d  that 
Officer  to  be  fett  vp  by  him,  but  being  allowed  by  the  Major 
Rehearing  of  Ar-  part  of  the  Court  of  Dep11.65,  the  Ship  was  acquit- 
mi^ge  ted.  Timothy  Armitage  being  fined  40^  by  the 

Court  at  Bofton  for  affronting  Mr  R.  going  aboard  his  Ship, 
could  never  get  a rehearing  till  by  his  Mat3  Letters  they  find 
that  one  half  belonged  to  the  King  then  the  Court  of 
Govr  &c.  owning  Depk63  grant  a rehearing,  but  the  Govr  & Magif- 

ye  Kings  Com-  . . ..  . 0 . _ _ 

mission.  trate  handing  by  their  order  & owning  Mr  Ran- 

dolph’s Corn0?  Armitage  was  caff. 

Queries.  With  Confent  of  the  Govr  he  draws  vp  Queries 

wch  are  read  in  the  Generali  Court,  the  Depties  are  much  dif- 
pleaf’d  thereat,  and  are  fuddenly  diffolved.  He  hopes  Mr 
Admty  Cranfeild  hath  power  to  call  Court  of  Adm7  & 

hear  Caufes  of  Seizures. 

The  Govr  defires  to  be  refolved  in  thefe  Queries,  Viz : 
Govr’s  Queries.  Whether  in  Seizures  the  Onus  probandi  do  not 
ly  in  the  Def!  2.  Whether  Ships  from  the  Govr  in  Nova 
Scotia  fayled  with  ffrench  & from  the  Govr  of  Curafao 
fayled  wth  Dutch  may  trade  there.  3.  Whether  the  Oath  of 
the  Matter  be  fufficient  to  proue  the  Ships  to  be  built 
in  the  plantations,  and  if  he  hath  anfwered  the  15  of 
the  King.  4.  Whether  Scotchmen  fettling  in  New  Eng- 
land & taking  the  Oath  are  to  be  reputed  aliens.  5.  What 
affiftance  the  Govr  mutt  grant  to  Seizures  in  Cellers,  & by 
what  Law. 


Bofton. 
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Bofton.  20  Dec : 1681. 

Num : 1.  He  is  red  coldly  and  has  reafon  to^fufpedl  they 

haue  a Copy  of  his  [petition]  & of  his  Articles  ag5.*  Mf 
Danforth. 

Bofton.  Dec : 21.  81. 

Num  ; 2d  That  he  arrived  1 7*  & delivered  his  Mats  Let- 

Arrivall.  ter  the  fame  day  to  the  Go v!  The  Magiftrates 

Kings  Letter.  mett  this  day  & read  the  Letter.  The  Generali 

Court  meets  the  15  of  ffeby  The  factious  party  are  ags.‘  the 
Govr  Governor  & haue  ordered  his  falary  to  be  payd  in 

Indian  Corn  at  3?  6"!  p Bufhell  w0!1  is  aboue  the  Markett. 

The  Magiftrates  had  endeavoured  to  lay  afide  the  Court 
Court  of  Depdes  of  Dep*1?3  as  an  Innovation,  but  let  the  defign  fall 

Law.  for  want  of  Courage.  No  Law  repealed  as  they 

pretended  in  their  Letter  to  My  Secfy  Jenkins,  The  Laws 
were  review’d  & fome  corrected,  and  new  Laws  prepared, 
but  the  Dep*1.63  would  admitt  of  no  alteraeon  in  their  old  Law 
Books  but  will  haue  all  their  old  Laws  ftand. 

Acts  of  Trade.  The  Adis  of  Trade  not  yet  declared  the  Law  of 

the  Colony. 

They  do  not  vnderftand  the  refunding  any  mony  payd  by 
their  order  nor  how  that  order  can  be  made  voyd  by  his  Ma'y 
Ld  Culpeper.  The  people  expedled  My  Lord  Culpeper  wfh 
Commiffion  to  govern  or  at  leaft  to  regulate  their  Governm! 
Libeiis.  All  forts  of  ill  Books  & papers  tranfmitted  from 

England. 

Bofton.  Jan.  11.  i68£. 

They  haue  by  the  Law  of  the  Colony  appropri- 
ated all  ffines  & forfeitures  to  themfelues.  That 
by  his  Articles  ags.1  Danforth  he  hath  given  him 

VOL.  in.  — 22  ye 


Num : 3. 

Fines  & for- 
feitures. 
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ye  majority  of  voices  to  be  Gov!"  next  time.  The  prefent 
Present  Govf  Govern!:  is  80  year  old. 

Irish  Vessell.  A veffell  from  Ireland  landed  privately  all  her 
goods,  but  can  make  no  difcovery  of  them,  the  Mafter  not 
Elizabeth  & entering  with  him.  He  feized  the  Elizabeth  & 

Sarah'  Sarah  of  London  bound  to  Bilboa  having  To- 


bacco, but  the  Mafter  producing  a Certificate  of  Bond  given 
in  London  was  difcharg’d. 

He  defires  a ftridt  Summons  for  Ml  Danforth  to  appear 
in  England  as  wl  would  be  convenient  for  the  Kings  Service. 


Bofton.  Apr  : 10.  82. 

Num : 4.  The  Gen1?  Court  fate  the  15  of  Febr:  continu- 

a Genii  court.  ing  f0r  5 weeks.  They  ere6t  a Navall  Office  in 
oppofition  to  his  Office.  They  revived  an  old  Law  making 
it  death  to  endeavor  the  Subverfion  or  alteration  of  Gov- 
ernm! ; this  was  done  in  order  to  Mr  Randolph’s  punifhment, 
they  having  a Copy  of  his  peticon  & of  his  Articles  ags?  Mr 
Danforth  & the  ffadiion.  Their  late  printed  Laws  inclofed. 
Seizures.  They  admitt  him  not  to  make  any  Seizures  till  he 
giue  Security  to  anfwer  Damages  & upon  tryall  will  caff 
him.  They  allow  him  no  power  to  feize  wthout  warrant  from 
Protest.  the  Govern!;  He  proteffs  a g5.1  their  Proceedings 
and  hopes  his  Maty  will  juffify  him  in  it  by  fome  open  A6t  or 
Agents.  declaration.  Two  Agents  chofen,  Viz.  Mr  Dud- 

Their  business.  ley  & Mr  Richards.  They  are  to  defire  a Con- 
firmation of  their  Charter,  having  repealed  by  a new  Law  as 
they  belieue  all  Laws  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  England. 
They  are  alfo  to  gett  a grant  of  ffines  & forfeitures  & 
Liberty  to  come. 


They 
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Rates  vpon 
Boston. 


ffines  levy’d.  They  continue  to  leavy  ffines,  wc.h  amount  to 
Customes.  about  400^  p anil  Their  Cuftomes  come  to  as 
much  more.  The  excife  two  yeares  fince  was  farmed  at 
8ocA  p anh.  The  rates  vpon  Bofton  come  to 
about  1600^  p anh,  a third  of  the  whole  Colony. 
Due  to  the  King  43  Quarters  of  Wheat  p anh  tor  the  Prov- 
ince of  Maine.  He  gave  into  the  generall  Court  a particu- 
lar of  58^  wch  by  his  Mal’.s  Letter  ought  to  haue  been  repayd 
him,  but  they  took  no  notice  of  it. 

ffortifying  the  They  talk  of  fortifying  the  Iflands  vnder  pre- 
isiands.  tence  of  fear  of  a Warr  w1!1  ffrance. 

N : Hampshire.  Waldren  & Vaughan  of  Pefcatway  Confult  the 

Gen1!  Court  how  they  ffiall  receive  the  King’s  Letters  Patents. 

Bofton.  May  18.  82. 

Num : 5.  Ships  come  in  from  all  parts  and  enter  in  the 

Acts  of  Trade  vio-  new  eredted  by  the  Boftoners,  he  not  being 

lated.  pmitted  to  fee  their  Clearings  from  the  Port  from 

whence  they  pretend  to  come,  wc.h  Majf  Dudeley  will  confefs. 
Agents.  The  Agents  coming  over  not  agreed  vpon  till 

they  heard  that  the  diffenters  in  England  were  imprifoned 
& that  a Quo  Warranto  was  out  ags!  the  Charter  of  London. 
Dudley.  The  two  Agents  are  Dudley  & Richards  & Dud- 

ley is  an  oppofer  of  Danforth’s  fadtion,  his  fortune  is  to 
make;  he  affedts  popularity  in  Cafe  of  a regulation  if  fent 
home  wth  fome  Command  a ufefull  man  will  be  gained,  & 
Richards.  Cap!  Richards  a Bigott  ags!  the  Gov!  voted  him- 
felf  for  the  Agency,  he  is  to  juflify  the  proceedings  of  the 
Governm! 

The  Grounds  of  their  defence  are  1.  Confirma- 
tion of  their  Charter  by  his  Ma*’.5  Letter  of  June 

28th 


Grounds  of 
defence. 
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28th  62.  2.  Their  power  to  choofe  Officers.  3.  The  Acts 

of  Trade  diredt  the  Gov!  to  take  the  Oath  (but  his  Mal!s  letter 
is  directed  to  the  Govern!:  & Company)  that  therefore  the 
Gen1.1  Court  is  the  Gov!-  intended. 

Govr’s  proposals  The  Govy  had  propofed 

1.  That  My  Randolph’s  Patent  might  be  allowed,  That 
none  ffiould  vnlade  without  entering  wth  him  after  having 
been  w*  the  Governy  That  none  ffiould  lade  or  vnlade  but 
at  fuch  places  as  ffiould  be  appointed  by  the  Govy  & Coun- 
cill  and  that  at  the  Cuftom  houfe  But  they  paffed  the 
Laws  without  any  thing  of  thefe  propofalls  inferted.  The 
Navall  Officer.  Govy  alwayes  oppofed  their  Navall  Officer  & re- 
fufed  to  grant  him  a Comm°.n  or  to  fwear  him ; this  Cap! 
Richards  will  confefs : My  Rawfon  fealed  the  Commiffion  & 
My  Danforth  adminiftred  the  Oath. 

Agents.  Majr  Dudley  will  giue  a fight  of  their  private 

Infirudtions  faid  to  be  faucy,  & to  be  managed  by 
Richards. 

Richards  tells  Randolph  of  his  Narratiue,  Arti- 
cles & petition,  Copies  of  wc.h  he  fuppofes  Hum- 
phryes  or  fome  other  mercenary  body  fends  them  wth  all 
That  they  may  other  private  Intelligence.  Defires  that  before 
they  accuse  him,  they  be  admitted  to  criminate  him  they  may  an- 

& Laws  of  trade  J # J J 

allowed.  fwer  his  Pet1!  & Articles,  & pay  his  diffiurfements 
& that  the  A6ts  of  Trade  be  duely  executed  for  want  of 
allowing  whereof  he  hath  been  cafl  in  all  his  Tryalls.  Ships 
no  security  for  are  feiz’d  & try’d,  and  tho’  My  Randolph  did  ap- 
appeai.  peal  are  fuffered  to  go  away  & are  fold  abroad 

Hindrance  of  His  w'hout  taking  fecurity  to  anfwer  the  King’s  part. 
Mat. semce.  The  number  of  Danforths  Creatures  in  the  Magif- 

tracy 


private  instruc 
tions. 


Privat  In  forma- 
con  from  Court. 
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tracy  & number  of  Electors  wch  are  1800  whereof  500  not 
worth  100^  each  are  the  great  hindrance  of  His  Ma1’5  affaires 
there. 


Grant  of  ffines  The  Agents  are  to  proue  a grant  of  ffines  & 
pmve^Toeievyes & forfeitures  & a power  to  leavy  mony  without  ac- 
counting  for  it. 

That  the  Auditor  Patent  looks  back  but  to  the  firft  Warr 
wth  Holland  & has  nothing  to  do  wth  the  arrears  of  Maine. 
Since  the  people  fee  no  notice  taken  of  the  protefb  they  are 
animated,  and  declare  they  will  not  pay  Taxes,  having  been 
People  mutinous.  long  mutinous.  Ruffell  & his  Depli.es  make  advan- 
tage by  the  Navall  office.  Their  Law  fhould  be  repealed. 


Bofton.  May  25.  1682. 


Num : 6.  The  Town  of  Salem  did  grant  to  Hugh  Peters 

HlI{?h  Peter’s  3°°  or  4°°  Acres  of  Land  in  their  Townfhip. 

He  left  it  in  managenf  wth  Deacon  Horn.  Cap* 
Currin  enters  for  debt  and  affignes  to  Devereux  for  30^  Mr 
Randolph  delires  the  King  would  giue  him  y*  in  ffee  or  a 
Leafe  for  99  years. 

Dunstable.  The  Boftoners  haue  layd  out  a Town  called 

Dunftable  on  the  other  fide  of  Merimack  River.  He 
hath  fent  a note  of  what  Towns  belong  to  the  King  as 
neither  in  the  Bofton  nor  New  Plymouth  Grant  Viz.  Land 
belonging  to  Bofton  wch  Leverett  and  the  ffaftion  cheated 


Gen')  Court  no 
Judicature. 


the  Town  of.  The  Court  of  Deputys  haue  no 
power  of  Judicature  by  Charter.  Hee  fends  the 
Laws  made  Febr.  15  paft,  Navall  Office,  Weights,  Confpir- 
acy,  made  purfuance  of  the  Law  of  Odt.  10.  75.  His  pro- 
teft  ags*  it  wth  reafons  for  fo  doing.  Major  Dennifon,  Mf 

Stoughton, 
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Opposersofye  Stoughton,  M T.  Pinchon,  Major  Dudley,  Mr  Buck- 
Navaii  office.  }ey?  Brown  fen!;  Mr  Saltenftall  junr  & Cap! 

Hull  Magiftrates  and  of  good  eftates  oppofed  this  Law. 
Election  of  Govr  yefterday  at  the  Election  great  endeavors  ufed  to 
make  Danforth  Govern!-  but  he  loft  it  by  much.  Humphreys 
secret  correspon- the  Solicitor  or  fome  other  about  the  Councill 
Chamber  hold  fecret  Correfpondence  there.  They 
know  Mr  Cranfeild’s  bufinefs.  A Faff  for  the  Agents.  He 
ships  seiz’d  wthout  has  two  Ships  under  feizure  and  a quantity  of 
Scotch  goods  for  wch  expedts  a tryall  next  week. 


Warrant. 


Num : 7. 

Try  alls. 

They  pay  him 
not. 


Bolton  14  June  82. 

Had  3 Tryalls  for  feizures  & caff.  Two  gen11. 
Courts  haue  paff’d  wthout  taking  any  notice  of 
the  mony  due  to  him  according  to  his  Ma1.’3 
Letter.  Has  attached  Dunforth  & Ruffell,  the 
Ist  for  1 of  ye  other  for  5^  and  hath  demanded  of  the  Town 
Notrated.  1 3?  & 4*  wch  they  rated  him  & he  pd  in  the  year 
1680.  He  heares  it  will  be  repay’d  him  and  he  fhall  not  be 
rated  again.  A Commtee  of  the  generall  Court  is  appointed 
Protest  inspected.  to  confider  his  protefl  and  what  he  had  faid  again!!; 
the  Navall  Office.  Hee  did  write  to  the  Gov!!  wth  objedlions 
ags*  Danforths  hearing  his  appeal  in  the  province  of  Main, 
but  ye  Court  breaking  up  fuddenly  his  Letter  was  not  read, 
continues Appei-  Hee  will  go  to  the  Province  of  Main  to  delire 
continuance  of  his  Appeal  till  he  haue  an  indif- 
ferent Judge.  Aboue  150  Pipes  of  Spanilh  wines 
haue  been  lately  entred  for  Madera  & ffiall  Wines  & more 
Masters  refuse  to  expedted.  The  Mafters  brine:  forced  Certificates 

Shew  Clearings.  ^ ^ j^jj  Office  & refufe  tQ  fliew  him  any> 

Mr 


lant  till  he  haue 
an  indifferent 
J udge. 
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King’s  mony  in 
Davis  hand. 


Ml  Benj : Daveis  has  300^  of  the  King’s  money 
it  being  fent  from  Carolina  by  Rob1  Holder  who 
recd  it  there  as  his  Mal’s  Collector.  Davis  pretends  he  cant 
part  wth  it  but  to  a fufficient  Attorney,  and  therefore  denyes 
to  pay  it  to  Biggs  the  prefent  Officer  of  Carolina  who  has 
demanded  it.  Mr  Randolph  defires  a power  from  ye  Treary 
G<»ff  & whaiey’s  to  receive  it.  Mr  Goggins  a Magidrate  did  man- 
Stock'  age  a great  dock  for  Goff  & Whaley.  He  will 

h.  Peter’s  Lands,  enquire  after  it.  Part  of  H.  Peter’s  Lands  are 
dill  in  ye  poffeffion  of  Deacon  Horn.  He  fends  the  Petition 
Thaire’sPetn  of  Richard  Thaire  who  defires  a dop  of  proceed- 
ings till  the  Agents  make  it  appear  that  the  Land  in  quef- 
tion  is  within  3 miles  of  Charles  River,  their  Southward 
south  Bounds.  Bounds  fettled  by  Char1”  Brantry  is  10  miles 
didant.  He  Hears  a Minider  is  coming  to  them  from 
Charles  River.  Has  wrote  to  my  Ld  Clarendon  & others  to 
procure  an  order  for  the  Court  to  rehear  the  Caufe  of  the 
Pink  Expectation.  Pink  Expectation.  She  was  carryed  away  & fold 
hanging  the  appeal. 

Bofton  24  June  1682. 


He  recommends  Smith’s  buf’nefs  who  defires  that  if  the 
Num.  s.  Cafe  of  Hog  Idand  betw  : him  and  the  Governor 

Hog  Island.  of  Road  Idand  be  not  ordered,  that  it  may  be  re- 

Mr  Briniy.  ferred  to  Ml  Cranfeild.  That  Ml  Brinly  being 
commanded  to  adminider  the  Oath  to  the  Gov!-  of  Rhoad 
Idand,  at  the  lad  Election,  when  he  offered  the  Oath  for 
obferving  the  ACts  of  Trade  to  the  new  Gov!-  The  Govl 
took  ye  Commiffion  from  him  & difmiff’d  him  & afterward 
they  made  an  order  that  the  Gov!"  diould  keep  the  fd 
Commiffion. 


A 
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A List  of  papers  Rec°  w™  M*  Randolph’s  Letters. 

Numb:  1 1.  His  proteft  againft  the  proceedings  of  ye  Gen1.1 
Court. 

12.  Reafons  of  his  proteft. 

13.  The  new  printed  Laws. 

14.  Articles  againft  the  ffadlion. 

15.  An  Acc!  of  Lands,  ffines  & forfeitures  due  to 

the  King. 

16.  Queries  propofed  to  the  Gen11.  Court. 

17.  Proceedings  of  the  Councill  of  N.  Hampfhire 

agst  Mr  Randolph’s  Deputies. 

18.  Letter  from  Mr  Randolph  to  the  Gov!  of  Bofton 

about  his  Appeal  from  New  York  to  ye  Prov- 
ince of  Maine. 

19.  Mf  Randolph’s  Depofition  ags.1  Noell. 

20.  Mr  Randolph’s  Depofition  about  the  fhip  Hope. 

21.  Petition  of  Thaire  for  Lands  in  Brantry. 

22.  Lawrence’s  Bond  to  the  Trear. 

23.  Order  againft  Lawrence. 

24.  The  Gov!  of  Bofton’s  Letter  061.  20.  1681. 

25.  Letter  from  Mr  Randolph  Dec.  21.  1681. 

26.  Mr  Chamberlain’s  Letter  23  Jan.  8J. 

Num:  27.  Letter  from  Mr  Brendley  to  Mr  Randolph. 

28.  Letter  from  Mr  Bradftreet  p New  Engl  Agents 

Bofton  29^  of  May. 

29.  Letter  from  Mr  Randolph  p Majr  Dudley.  Bofton 

30  May. 

30.  Letter  from  Mr  Buckley  p New  England  Agents. 

Bofton  May  30.  82. 

3i- 


Documents  and  Letters. 


1 77 

31.  Letter  from  My  Stoughton  p New  Engl:  Agents. 

Boflon  May  30.  82. 

32.  Letter  from  My  Randolph.  Boflon  24  June  82. 

\Endorfed\  Abftra6t  of  Letters  etc. 

received  from  My  Randolph. 

Letter  from  Randolph  read. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Entry  Book,  107,  p.  34. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantations 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  White  Hall 
Wednefday  the  2 8t.h  of  June  1682. 

Prefent : Lord  Prefident,  Duke  of  Ormond,  Marq : of 
Worcefty,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Earl  of  Conway,  Lord  BP  of 
London. 


. A letter  from  My  Randolph  dated  at  Boflon  the 
New  England.  10th  of  April  read,  wherein  hee  fets  forth  that  hee 
m? Randolph,  is  in  danger  of  being  punifhed  as  a fubverter  of 
that  Goverment  by  reafon  of  a petition  prefented  by  him 
againft  them,  copie  whereof  they  are  poffeffed  of  and  of  fev- 
eral  Articles,  which  hee  had  exhibited  againft  My  Danforth, 
and  that,  in  order  thereunto,  they  have  revived  the  Law 
which  makes  it  death  to  endeavor  the  fubverfion  of  the 
Goverment.  That  hee  had  publifhed  a Proteft  againft  the 
Laws  lately  made  about  feizing  of  Ships.  That  they  con- 
tinue to  levy  ffines  which  amount  to  above  400^  p ann. 
That  the  Cuftoms  amount  to  as  much  more.  And  that  the 
Excife  was  fet  two  years  agoe  at  8ooh.  That  they  raife 
yearly  about  i6ooil  in  rates  vpon  Boflon  which  bears  the 
vol.  in.  — 23  third 
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third  part  of  ye  whole  Colonie.  That  there  is  due  to  the 
King  43  quarters  of  Wheat  for  the  Province  of  Main  at  one 
quarter  p ann.  That  at  Portfmouth  they  have  imprifoned 
his  Deputy  and  proceeded  to  fine  him  for  feizing  of  a Ship 
without  authority  from  the  Council  there. 


Mr.  Edward  Randolph  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London. 

Collettion  of  Papers,  by  Thomas  Hutchinfon.  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  279. 

Bofton  July  14th  1682 

My  Lord, 

I gave  your  Lordfhip  the  trouble  of  mine  of  29th  of  May 
lafb,  which  I hope  is  long  fmce  received.  Wee  have  advice 
by  Capt.  Barrett,  now  arrived  from  London,  that  your  Lord- 
fhip hath  remembered  us,  and  fent  over  a minifter  with  Mr. 
Cranfield,  the  very  report  hath  given  great  fatisfaction  to 
many  hundreds  whofe  children  are  not  baptifed,  and  to  as 
many  who  never,  fmce  they  came  out  of  England,  received 
the  facrament.  I wrote  your  lordfhip  of  our  two  agents 
coming  over  to  attend  and  receive  his  Majefties  commands, 
they  have  large  commiffions  to  promife  as  much  as  any  of 
their  former  agents,  and  have  credit  for  large  fumes  of 
money  to  purchafe  (if  they  can)  what  their  promifes  cannot 
obtaine,  but  I hope  nothing  will  be  concluded  upon,  and 
they  thereupon  permitted  to  returne  home,  till  his  Majeftie 
have  full  affurance  from  Governor  Cranfield  that  all  things 
are  here  duly  performed  which  are  expeCted  and  commanded 
to  be  done  in  this  collonie.  But  nothing  will  so  effectually 
fettle  this  government  on  a firme  dependence  upon  the 
crowne  as  bringing  a quo  warranto  againft  their  charter, 

which 
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which  will  wholly  difinable  many,  now,  great  fticklers  and 
promoters  of  the  fadfion  among  us  from  adling  further  in  a 
publick  ftation,  efpecially  thofe  againft  whom  I have  exhib- 
ited the  inclofed  articles  fent  in  my  laft  to  Mr.  Blathwait. 

My  Lord,  I am  at  a great  diftance  and  fo  not  able  perfon- 
ally  to  attend  and  follicite  in  this  affaire  as  formerly,  but  in 
regard  the  matter  is  more  eafily  to  be  effected,  I thinke  it 
unneceffary,  yet  in  regard  its  abfolutely  neceffary  for  his 
Majefties  fervice  and  advantage  to  the  crown  to  haue  the 
whole  plantation  fettled  upon  the  true  bafis  of  duty  and  al- 
legiance, I had  rather  take  a voyage  to  England,  if  Com- 
manded, to  make  out  my  allegations,  than  to  have  this 
matter  palled  over  and  hurfht  up  upon  bare  pretences  and 
promifes.  I confeffe  my  particular  bufinefle  is  to  take  care 
of  the  trade  of  this  country,  I dayly  expofe  myfelfe  to  many 
hazards  and  troubles,  but  all  I have  done  or  can  projedt  is 
to  little  purpofe,  fo  long  as  this  government  (now  fufficiently 
divided)  which  the  lawes  of  England  enjoyne  to  my  aide  and 
affiftance,  are  parties  and  chiefe  obftrudters  of  my  defigns, 
for  till  this  government  be  thoroughly  regulated,  all  that  his 
Majeftie  commands  will  fignify  nothing.  This  independency 
in  government  claimed  and  daily  pradlifed  by  us  is  one 
chiefe  occafion  of  the  many  mutinies  and  difturbances  in 
other  his  Majefties  forreigne  plantations.  If  wee  are  mif- 
informed  concerning  your  lordfhip’s  fending  over  a minifter, 
be  pleafed  to  commiferate  our  condition  and  fend  us  over  a 
fober  difcreet  gentleman.  Your  lordfhip  hath  now  good 
fecurity,  fo  long  as  their  agents  are  in  England,  for  his  civil! 
treatment  by  the  contrary  partie ; he  will  be  received  by  all 
honeft  men  with  hearty  chriftian  refpedfs  and  kindnefs,  and 

if 
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Edward  Randolph. 

if  his  Majefties  lawes  (as  none  but  fanaticks  queftion)  be  of 
force  with  us,  wee  could  raife  a fufficient  maintenance  for 
divers  minifters  out  of  the  eftates  of  thofe  whole  treafons 
have  forfeited  them  to  his  Majeftie.  I have  wrote  to  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  to  Mr.  fecretary  Jenkins,  to  remind  them 
of  the  many  fmall  evafions  and  tricks  putt  upon  his  Majef- 
tie and  the  Lords  of  the  councill  bv  this  inconfiderable  fac- 

«/ 

tion,  whofe  fo  long  delayed  punifhment  and  reformation, 
invites  and  incourageth  to  greater  contempts.  I queftion 
not  but  your  lordfhips  unfpotted  loyalty  to  his  Majeftie,  and 
charitie  to  us  his  dutifull  fubjedts,  will  now  engage  your 
lordfhip  timely  and  vigoroully  to  affift,  fo  to  reduce  this  fac- 
tion, as  to  put  it  abfolutely  out  of  their  power  to  attempt  the 
like  for  the  future.  Our  minifters  hope  God  will  fupport 
them  in  all  their  extravagancies,  and  now  we  haue  a folemne 
faft  ordered  to  intreat  the  Lord  to  give  our  agents  favour  in 
the  eyes  of  the  King,  and  with  all  they  are  to  be  concerned. 
Serjeant  Maynard,  his  Majefties  fergeant  at  law,  hath  made 
a prefent  of  eight  chefts  of  books,  now  fent  over  to  the  col- 
ledge  at  Cambridge,  by  Capt.  Barrett,  and  configned  them 
to  Capt.  Richards,  one  of  the  agents  fent  to  England.  They 
are  valued  at  above  400/.  I finde  his  marrying  Mr.  Ban- 
tries  neece  will  oblige  him  to  ftand  up  for  the  good  old 
caufe,  and  to  affift  the  agents,  who  amongft  other  matters, 
are  to  reprefent  me  as  an  enemie  to  this  government,  and 
an  open  difturber  of  their  peace.  I heartily  beg  your  lord- 
fhips bleffing,  and  remayne, 

E.  R. 


Extract 
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Extract  of  Mr  Edward  Randolph’s  Letter. 

Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  LX I.  p.  250. 

Boflon  31  July  1682. 

That  29^  June  he  went  to  Pifcattaqua  upon  advice  of 
two  Jerfey  men  arrived  there  and  demanding  to  fee  their 
entries  Mr  Martin  the  Navall  officer  would  not  permitt  him 
And  the  prefident  denyed  feizures  of  the  Ships  which  he 
fuppofed  to  be  a french  bottom 

That  Robert  Gampain  Ml-  of  the  Pinke  Samuel  of  Jerley 
about  fixth  of  July  laft  being  arrived  at  Salem  with  wine 
Brandy  an  Linnen  the  faid  Randolph  with  12  men  to  his 
Affiftance  went  in  fearch  after  the  fd  Pinke  and  the  faid 
Randolph  and  4 of  his  company  were  hereupon  arrefted 
and  could  not  bee  permitted  to  give  fecurity,  but  his  affift- 
ants  kept  in  prifon  on  purpofe  to  prevent  their  feizures  of  a 
parcell  of  goods  which  were  run  out  of  a veffell  there  arrived 
from  Cales. 

That  on  ye  25  July  laft  a court  of  tryall  was  held  in  Boflon 
where  in  order  to  a tryall  the  faid  Randolph  had  preferred 
two  informations  againft  a floope  and  a ketch  which  were 
deferred  whilft  ye  a&ions  againft  himfelfe  and  Deputies  were 
fuffered  to  proceed : that  i4,s  damages  was  given  againft  him 
and  3o's  againft  his  Deputies,  And  that  no  time  could  be 
procured  to  try  his  feizures,  that  through  thefe  difcouragmts 
he  can  gett  no  men  to  affift  him. 

That  the  magiftrates  upon  the  Bench  particularly  Mr  No- 
well do  openly  appear  againft  his  Commiffion  and  againft 
his  feizures  not  allowing  his  Commiffion  to  be  read  which 

he 
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he  produced  to  juftifie  his  Deputies  who  betides  had  the 
Govern1*.5  exprefs  warrant. 

That  the  people  in  generall  do  all  they  can  to  counte- 
nance the  irregular  Trade. 

Complaints  made  by  Randolph. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  53  (30). 

By  a Letter  from  Mr  Randolph  dated  at  Bofton  the  7*  of 
Auguft  1682  Complaint  is  made 

That  the  Government  of  the  Maffachufetts  Colony  have 
fett  vp  a Navall  Office  without  the  confent  of  the  Governor 
& to  the  prjudice  of  the  Kings  Commiffion 

That  they  poflefs  the  people  that  their  Charter  impow’rs 
them  to  choofe  their  own  Officers  relating  to  the  Kings 
Cuftoms. 

And  that  His  Ma*s  Letters  Patents  appointing  Mr  Ran- 
dolph Officer  of  the  Cuftoms  is  of  no  force  in  that  Colony. 

By  the  fame  Letter  further  Complaint  is  made 

That  ye  25^  July  1682  Ifaac  Englifh  Matter  of  the  Ketch 
Newbery  brought  an  A6tion  ag!  Daniell  Mathews,  Depty 
Searcher  of  His  Mats  Cuftoms,  Cap!  Reevely  & others  for 
affifting  ye  fd  Mathews  to  feize  the  faid  Ketch  for  the  King. 

The  faid  Mathews  vpon  Tryall  of  ye  Caufe  produced  a 
Deputation  from  Mr  Randolph  who  alfo  de fired  his  Patent 
might  be  read  in  Court  but  it  was  not  granted. 

That  altho’  Mf  Randolph  made  it  appear  by  good  evi- 
dence that  that  Ketch  brought  Wine  diredtly  from  the 
Canaries  to  that  Colony  in  June  laft  yet  The  Jury  notwith- 

ftanding 
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{landing  the  laid  Evidence  & matter  offered  on  ye  part  of  the 
Def!  gave  damages  againft  the  faid  Mathews  &c.  Mr.  Ran- 
dolphs Dept!.es  for  307^  for  wch  they  are  taken  in  execution. 

Hee  further  complaines 

That  he  is  again  taxed  towards  ye  publick  charge,  altho’ 
he  hath  fhewed  the  Governor  & fome  of  the  Maonftrates  the 

O 

opinion  of  MT.  Attorny  Gen1.1,  that  by  their  Charter  they  have 
no  power  fo  to  do. 

That  he  is  alfo  informed  that  he  is  pTented  by  the  Grand 
Jury,  for  endeavoring  to  fubvert  the  Government  by  writing 
& fpeaking  a gs.*  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Generali  Court 
there  for  having  endeavored  to  affert  His  Mats  Right  & to 
make  good  the  Ads  of  Parliament  in  relation  to  the  Cuftoms. 

By  a Letter  from  Mr  Randolph  dated  at  Boflon  yc  12  of 
Novf  1682  complaint  is  alfo  made 

That  he  is  there  ferved  wth  an  Execution  for  iooh  ags.‘  his 
body  and  goods,  either  to  deliver  ye  Sloop  Swallow  (feized 
by  him  for  the  King  in  June  laft)  to  Andrew  Willett,  the 
Owner,  or  to  pay  the  faid  iooh  & this  notwithftanding  he 
has  appealed  to  His  Maf  in  that  Cafe  as  he  has  right  to  do 
by  His  Malf  Order. 

That  they  alfo  refufe  to  pay  Mr  Randolph  the  mony  they 
extorted  from  him  for  calling  Courts  to  try  His  Mal.s  Caufes 
in  ye  year  1680  Altho’  they  are  expreffly  required  to  repay 
the  fame  by  His  Ma*?  Letter  of  the  21  of  Odtober  1681. 

S^Endorfed1^  Complaints  made  by 
Mf  Randolph  agst  the 
Colony  of  ye  Maffachufetts. 

7 June  82.  [Auguft] 
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Letter  from  Randolph  to  

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  (29). 

Bofton  Aug!  7.  1682. 

Right  Honb.le 

When  I came  to  this  place  in  December  lad  armd  with 
his  Mat!!s  Royall  lettrs  of  21  of  061:  1681  to  this  Gom!  re- 
quiring all  affidance  & encouragem!  to  be  giuen  to  me  & my 
Deputyes,  & alfo  with  his  Mau.es  lettrf  Patents  erediing  an 
Office  of  Colledtor.  etc : of  his  Cudoms  & thereby  appoint- 
ing me  to  execute  ye  fame,  I had  therevpon  a great  Confi- 
dence in  ye  former,  & it  was  beleiued  that  none  would  dare 
oppofe  the  latter,  efpecially  now  & at  fuch  a tyme  when  they 
haue  Agents  attending  to  befeech  his  Ma1!5  favour  & pardon 
for  their  pad  mifdemeanors.  But  ye  ffadfion  fo  oft’  com- 
plain’d of  in  my  papers  haue  taken  all  oppertunityes  from  ye 
firft  of  my  arriuall  to  difturb  & prevent  me  in  the  execution 
of  my  Duty.  Firft  they  fett  vp  a Navall  Office  with  out 
diredlions  or  Confent  of  their  Gour  then  amufe  & poffeffe 
the  people  that  their  Charter  impowres  them  to  chufe  their 
own  Officers  & that  his  Matu:s  lettrf  patents  appointing  me 
the  Officer  are  not  of  force  in  this  Colony,  & haue  accord- 
ingly taken  all  occafions  to  fhew  their  refentm!  but  more 
Efpecially  at  their  lad  County  Court  held  in  Bodon  July 
25  : 82  : where  One  Ifaac  Enelidi  was  permitted  & Counte- 
nanced alfo  to  bring  his  adtion  ag*  Danniell  Mathewes  Deputy 
Searcher  of  his  Matls  Cudoms  in  this  Colony,  Cap!  Reeueley 
& others  for  adiding  Mathewes  to  feize  the  Ketch  Nubery 
(whereof  Enelidi  was  Mader)  for  ye  King,  & in  the  Declara- 
tion call  the  feizure  piracy.  Mathewes  produced  in  Court 

my 
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my  Deputation.  I defired  his  Man.s  Lett1?  patents  impowring 
me  & my  Deputyes  to  feize.  etc  : to  be  read  in  Court,  but  that 
not  granted  then  nor  hath  at  any  tyme  (tho’  prefd)  fuffred  to 
be  made  publick  to  ye  people.  Cap!  Reeueley  produced  in 
Court  ye  Gou?  warr!  directed  to  him  & others  to  affift  Etc. 
I made  appeare  by  good  witnes  that  that  Ketch  brought 
wine  diredtly  from  ye  Canaryes  to  this  Colony  in  June  laft, 
but  to  no  purpofe:  the  Jury  giue  30 711  od  money  damages  ag! 
Mathewes  etc.  for  which  fum  they  are  taken  vpon  Execution 
& imprifoned  (where  I maintain  them  vpon  my  own  Charge) 
in  hopes  to  Compell  me  to  releafe  the  Ketch ; but  I haue 
appealed  in  that  cafe  to  ye  next  Court  of  Affiftants.  they 
threaten  to  fell  them  out  of  ye  Country.  Other  perfons  who 
affifted  at  that  Seizure  are  warn’d  out  of  towne  by  ye  Townes 
men  of  Bofton  & fome  of  ye  Inhabitants  haue  been  forbid  to 
entertaine  or  employ  any  of  Randolphs  Rogues:  I am  againe 
tax’d  towards  defraying  the  publick  Charges  & dayly  expert 
my  goods  to  be  taken  out  of  my  houfe  to  be  fold  for  pay- 
ment: Tho’  I haue  fhewed  the  Gou!  & fome  of  ye  Magiflrates 
mr  Atturney  Gen11.3  opinion  to  ye  Right  Honb!e  the  Lords  of 
ye  Committy  of  trade,  that  by  their  Charter  they  haue  no 
power  fo  to  doe.  and  to  ad  further  trouble  to  me  I heare  I 
am  prefented  by  their  Grand  Jury  for  endeavouring  to  fub- 
vert  their  Gom!  by  writing  & fpeaking  againft  the  late  pro- 
ceedings of  their  Gen1!  Court : Diuers  perfons  who  gaue  me 
information  & readily  affifted  me  in  making  feizures  are  fo 
difcouraged  by  their  unjuft  proceedings  againft  my  Deputyes 
& others,  that  I can  gett  no  man  to  my  aide  abroad  or  to 
appeare  as  Euidence  for  his  Matie  in  Court  or  before  a magif- 
trate.  I haue  giuen  ye  Comm?  of  his  Malls  Cuftoms  a large 
vol.  hi.  — 24  account 
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account  hereof  with  Seuerall  depofitions  & papers  attefied  to 
which  I humbly  intreat  yr  Honr  to  be  refer’d  & to  remember 
the  repeated  Contempts  of  his  Ma*!5  Royall  lettrf  by  this  fac- 
tion euer  fmce  his  happy  Reftauration : as  by  their  plaine 
Story  & feuerall  mifdemeanors  objected  againft  them  & con- 
feff’d  by  their  late  Agents  doth  appeare.  So  that  now  his 
Mate!s  letters  are  no  more  regarded  here  then  Gazetts:  & 
nothing  but  a Quo  Warrt0  againft  their  Charter  will  redfifie 
& thereby  bring  honeft  & able  Gent  into  ye  Gonft  now  kept 
out  of  all  places  of  Creditt  & truft : as  not  long  fine  in  the 
Rump  Gom!  in  Engl 

I haue  heitherto  with  great  Difficulty  & hazard  managed 
in  my  ftation,  & now  impatiently  expedf  to  fee  the  effedts  of 
his  Maties  Juflice  vpon  ye  open  Contemners  of  his  lawes  & 
Commands,  as  alfo  the  welcome  Releafe  of  many  hundred 
loyall  Inhabitants  kept  in  bondage  in  this  place  of  pretended 
Liberty  — in  their  Confciencies  and  Eftates:  of  which  for 
any  of  them  to  complain  is  death  by  their  late  Law.  I 
queftion  not  but  their  Agents  vpon  hearing  of  thefe  matters 
will  extenuate  the  Complaint,  promife  reparation  & all  fin- 
cere  obedience  for  the  future  (as  did  the  former  Agents)  but 
Its  not  in  ye  Power  of  the  Gou?  & thofe  few  honeft  Gent  in 
ye  Gom!  to  giue  his  Matie  fatisfadtion,  being  ouer  voted  & run 
down  by  Mr  Danforth  & his  party:  fo  that  they  would  gladly 
be  putt  in  a better  Condition  yet  for  their  Oathes  fake  as 
they  are  Magiftrates,  & being  vnder  the  great  Obligation  of 
Church-memberfhip  they  durft  not  openly  appeare  in  it. 
No  perfon  here  can  be  a Magiftrate  but  he  muft  be  a Church 
member  & chofen  by  ye  freemen  none  can  be  admitted  to  be 
a freeman  without  ye  approbation  of  fome  of  their  Minifters 

(as 
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(as  by  their  law  ftreemen  made  1662)  who  are  moft  of  them 
Independents  & are  infpired  & encouraged  by  the  Non  Con- 
formifts  in  Engd  all  which  the  Agents  cannot  denye,  & with 
all  that  the  ffreemen  of  this  Colony  are  not  the  8th  part  of 
the  Inhabitants  and  that  thofe  freemen  who  haue  good 
eftates  would  rejoice  to  fe  a happy  fettlement  of  all  the  Col- 
onyes  vnder  one  Gen1!  Goffi  the  onely  way  to  fecure  & pro- 
tect them  in  their  Juft  rights  & propertyes. 

I humbly  take  leaue  to  add  that  fo  long  as  the  Gom!  of 
this  Colony  is  in  the  hands  of  fuch  who  difpute  the  A6ts  of 
trade  & his  Man?s  Authority  commanding  their  obferuance 
here,  No  better  SuccefTe  may  be  expedted  from  me  or  any 
other  perfon  recommended  by  ye  Comm?  of  his  Maties  Cuf- 
toms,  whofe  power  is  in  no  fort  allowed  of  here,  Nor  ye  Adt 
for  preventing  frauds  made  in  ye  14^  of  ye  King,  Nor  ye  Aft 
for  ye  better  Securing  ye  Plantation  trade  made  in  ye  25*  of 
ye  King,  by  which  the  feuerall  dutyes  impofed  by  that  Adt 
are  to  be  ordred  & managed  by  ye  Comm?  of  his  Matls  Cuf- 
toms:  Neither  to  this  day  haue  his  Ma?3  lettrs  Patents 

eredting  an  Office  here,  been  euer  duly  owned  or  made  pub- 
lick  to  the  people,  but  the  Navall  Office  Continued  & 
thereby  irregular  trade  encouraged  tho’  the  Goffi  hath  not 
confented  to  it  but  hopes  to  haue  it  taken  away  the  next 
Gen1!  Court,  but  they  putt  off  all  till  they  heare  what  Suc- 
ceffe  their  Agents  haue  at  Court.  This  (as  my  duty  to  his 
Mal?  Seruice  obligeth)  I haue  with  all  faithfulnes  repre- 
fented : humbly  praying  ye  Continuance  of  yr  Hon?  favour 

I remain  Right  Honb!e 

your  moft  obedient  Seru! 

Ed  Randolph. 

\_Endorfed^\ 
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\_E?idorfed~\  Bofton.  82, 

7 Aug!  R. 

Mr  Randolph. 

Reprizalls 

Captives 

[KJurland. 

ffregate. 


Address  from  New  England,  &c. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book , 107,  p.  47. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantations 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  White  Hall 
Thurfday  the  24?  of  Auguft  1682. 

Prefent : Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Viico! 
Hyde,  Ml  Sec?  Jenkins. 


Address  from 
New  England 
concern  their 
Laws. 


. . . An  Addrefs  to  His  Ma?  from  ye 

Colony  of  the  Maflachufets-Bay  read,  fetting  forth 
that  the  irregularity  of  eftablifhing  fome  Laws 
among  them  had  been  through  inadvertency  and  want  of 
confideration,  and  not  out  of  any  contradiction  to  the  due 
limits  affigned  them ; for  which  they  humbly  crave  His 
Mate  Pardon  they  having,  vpon  His  Maty’s  fignification  to 
them  by  their  late  Meffengers,  laboured  to  correct  and 
amend  them  and  fliould  for  ye  future  hold  themfelves  ftriCtly 
obliged  to  the  Rules  prefcribed  as  in  their  Charter. 

That  they  have,  in  obedience  to  His  Ma1!65  commands,  dif- 
Joseph  Dudley  & patched  Jofeph  Dudley  & John  Richards  their 
Messengers.  Meffengers  to  give  an  acco!  what  they  have  done 
for  the  Regulation  of  the  Laws  purfuant  to  the  objections  of 
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Ml  Mason’s 
Claim. 


ye  Attorney  and  Mr  Sollicitor  General  committed  to  their 
former  Meffengers,  as  alfoe  to  give  His  Maty  an  account  and 
fatisfadfion  in  ye  feveral  Particulars  contained  in  His  Majef- 
ty’s  Letters  and  to  attend  His  Maty.’s  Pleafure  therein. 

That  their  Agents  have  alfoe  to  offer  the  Addrefs  of  fome 
of  the  Inhabitants  dwelling  within  Mr  Mafon’s 
Claim  to  whom  they  fignified  His  Malifs  Pleafure 
as  by  the  faid  Lres  they  were  commanded.  That  the  faid 
Claims  being  vnlimited  and  vncertain  they  humbly  pray  His 
Maties  favor  for  the  faid  Inhabitants,  they  having  had  an  vn- 
interrupted  poffeffion  thefe  fifty  years  and  that  they  may  not 
bee  put  to  anfwer  further  than  in  the  Courts  of  Juftice  vpon 
the  place.  They  doe  further  offer  that  the  pur- 
chafe  of  the  Province  of  Maine  was  not  out  of  any 
intention  to  infringe  His  Maflfs  Prerogative  or  to  prevent 
His  Ma“.e  from  taking  the  fame  into  His  hands,  but  to  accom- 
modate the  Inhabitants  of  that  Province,  and  with  good 
advice  firft  had  that  they  might  foe  doe.  Wherefore  they 
pray  His  Majeflie’s  confideration  of  their  charges  and  allow- 
ance of  their  procedure  therein. 

After  which  Mf  Dudley  and  M'  Richards  are  called  in, 
Agents  for  New  who,  having  affured  the  Committee  of  the  readi- 
nefs  of  that  Colonie  to  exprefs  their  fubmiffion  to 
His  Maty,  they  are  ordered  to  bring  in  writing,  on  Thurfday 
next,  an  account  of  the  feveral  particulars  wherein  they 
have  obeyed  His  Maufs  Commands  heretofore  fignified 
to  them. 


Purchase  of 
Main. 


Agents 
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Agents  have  no  power  to  regulate  Charter. 

State'Papers,  Colonial,  Entry  Book,  107,  p.  50. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantacons 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Thurfday  the  3it.h  of  Auguft  1682. 

Prefent:  Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Earl  of 
Craven,  Mr.  Secry  Jenkins. 

Their  Lop.s  order  a Paper  to  bee  read  being  an  Abftradl  of 
New  England.  the  feveral  Particulars  wherein  His  Maty  has  figni- 
Abstract.  tied  His  Pleafure  to  the  Colony  of  the  Maffachufets- 
Bay;  as  alfoe  of  fuch  others  wherein  complaint  has  been 
made  againft  them.  After  which  Jofeph  Dudley  and  John 
Richards  Meffengers  or  Agents  from  that  Colony  being 
called  in  deliver  a paper  containing  an  account  of  ye  pro- 

proceedingsofye  ceediugs  of  ye  Maffachufets  in  obedience  to  His 
Massachusets.  Majeftie’s  Letters  dated  the  24^  of  July  1679; 

King’s  Letters.  the  30th  of  September  1680,  and  the  21^  of  Octo- 
ber 1681,  which  being  read  they  are  ordered  to  produce  the 
proofs  of  what  they  allege. 

They  are  alfoe  afked  whether,  in  purfuance  of  His  Mat!fs 
Commands  fignified  to  them  in  the  abovementioned  letters, 
they  have  brought  over  with  them  any  Comiffion  or  Powers 
from  their  Principals  to  agree  vpon  fuch  a regulation  of 
their  Charter  as  fhould  bee  thought  fitt  and  for  the  rediify- 
commission  or  ing  the  abufes  which  fhould  appear  to  have  been 
committed  by  them.  In  anfwer  whereunto  they 
declare  that  they  have  not  brought  over  any  formal  Commif- 
fion  or  Powers  from  their  Principals,  but  that  they  doe  not 
doubt  but  whatever  His  Mall.e  fhall  think  fitt  to  command 

them 
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them  will  bee  dutifully  obeyed.  And  that  they  have  alfoe 

instructions  of  the  fome  I nftrudtions  which  are  not  drawn  vp  in  a 
New  Agents.  form  fij-  j-Q  bee  prefented  to  the  Council  which 

neverthelefs  they  promife  to  fliew  Mr.  Sec7  Jenkins. 


Answers  from  the  Massachusetts  to  the  heads  of 

SEVERAL  OF  HIS  MAJESTY’S  LETTERS. 


State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  53  (33),  29  Aug.  1682. 

24  July.  79. 

His  Ma*55  Lre  to  the  Govr.  and 


Company  of  the  Maffachufetts 
Colony  in  New  England 

Requires 

That  Agents  be  fent  over  in 
Sixe  monthes  fully  inftrudted  to 
Anfwer  and  Tranfadt  what  vnde- 
termined  at  that  time. 


That  ffreedome  and  Liberty  of 
Confcience  be  given  to  Such  Per- 

fons 


To  which  the  Agents  for  the  faid 
Colony  of  the  Maffachufetts 
Hubly 

Anfwer 

That  the  delay  of  Sending  Such 
Agents  hath  been  occafioned 
(1)  By  the  danger  of  the  feas 
Connedticutt  Agent  and  feverall 
others  haueing  been  taken  by 
the  Turcks  and  Ranfomed  at 
Extreame  Rates. 

That  the  arreare  of  debt  by 
reafon  of  the  late  Warr  with  the 
Indians  had  foe  farr  Empover- 
ifhed  them  as  to  make  them  al- 
moft  incapable  of  the  Expence  of 
fuch  Attendance. 

There  is  noe  Law  nor  vfage 
there  to  Barr  the  vfe  of  the  Eng- 

lifh 
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fons  as  defire  to  ferue  God  in  the 
way  of  the  Church  of  England 
Soe  as  not  to  be  thereby  made 
obnoxious  or  difcountenanced 
from  their  Shareing  in  the  Gov- 
ernment; 


Much  lefs  that  they  or  any 
other  his  Ma^  Subjects  (not 
being  Papifts)  who  do  not  agree 
in  the  Congregationall  way  be  by 
Law  Subjected  to  fines  or  forfeit- 
ures, or  other  uncapacityes  for 
the  Same 

That  noe  other  diftindtion  be 
Obferved  in  makeing  of  ffreemen 
then  that  they  be  men  of  Com- 
petent Eftates  rateable  at  10s.  ac- 
cording to  the  Rules  of  the  Place 
and  that  Such  in  their  Turnes  be 
Capable  of  the  Magiftracy  and 
all  Laws  made  void  that  obftrudt 
the  Same. 


That  the  Auntient  Number  of 
Eighteen  Affiftants  be  henceforth 
obferved  as  per  Charter. 


lifh  Liturgy,  nor  haue  any  per- 
fons  been  Obftrudted  who  defired 
the  fame  nor  is  there  any  Law  to 
hinder  any  Perfons  of  the  Church 
of  England  from  being  chofen 
into  the  Government  but  the 
vote  and  Suffrage  of  the  People 
is  free  and  without  any  reftraint 
for  Such  as  well  as  any  others 

What  ever  has  been  formerly 
There  is  now  noe  Law  put  in  Ex- 
ecution agt  Diffenters  but  what 
is  Confonant  to  the  Law  of  Eng- 
land and  of  like  force  againft 
thofe  of  the  Congregationall  way 
as  any  others. 

There  is  noe  other  diftindtion 
vfed  in  makeing  of  ffreemen  Then 
that  they  be  freeholders  of  Tenn 
Shillings  ratable  Eftate,  and  of 
the  Proteftant  Religion. 

And  all  ffreemen  are  Capable 
of  being  Chofen  to  any  truft  in 
the  Magiftracy  there  and  all  Laws 
obftrudting  the  Same  Repealed 
on  his  Mats  particular  Comands 
for  the  Same. 

This  was  Imediately  done  on 
his  Ma^  Pleafure  Signified. 


That 


This 
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That  all  Perfons  comeing  to  This  is  Chearefully  Obey’d  and 
any  Priviledge  Trull  or  Office  allways  Shall  be  foe. 
take  the  Oath  of  Alleagiance. 


That  all  Military  Comiffions 
as  well  as  the  Proceedings  of  Juf- 
tice  runne  in  His  Ma^  Name 

That  all  Lawes  Repugnant  to 
and  inconfiftant  with  the  Lawes  of 
England  for  Trade  be  aboliffied. 

And  the  faid  Lre  Complaines 

That  while  Mr  Gorges  Com- 
plaint was  before  the  Councell 
The  Agents  of  the  faid  Colony 
without  his  Ma^  permiffion,  who 
was  Sometime  in  Treaty  for  the 
Same  Bought  Mr  Gorges  Intereft 
in  the  Province  of  Mayne  for 
1 200V 


This  was  alfoe  Soe  Obeyed. 


This  is  alfoe  fully  Obey’d. 


To  this  they  Humbly  Offer 
That  the  Purchafe  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  Mayne  was  made  by  them 
not  out  of  any  difloyall  Inclina- 
tion or  intencon  to  Infringe  His 
Mars  Royall  Prerogatiue  or  to 
prevent  his  Mals  takeing  the 
Same  into  his  owne  hands  But 
vpon  reall  defire  to  accomodate 
his  Ma4.55  Subjedls  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  that  Province  and  their 
owne  mutuall  Peace  and  Safety 
and  with  good  Advice  firfl  had 
that  they  might  doe  Soe. 


Wherein  the  Refpondents  Case 
Stands  thus 


In  1640  the  now  Inhabitants  or 
thofe  vnder  whome  they  clayme 
Sate  downe  vpon  the  Lands  in 

the 


vol.  hi.  — 25 
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That  his  Ma1/  even  then  heard 
of  Some  Effects  of  a Severe  hand 
layd  by  the  Maffachufetts  on  his 
Ma1.3  Subjects  there. 

And  his  Ma1/  requires  an  Af- 
fignement  of  the  Said  Province 
of  Mayne  on  repayment  of  the 
Said  12001} 


the  Province  of  Mayne  being 
then  all  a Wildernefs  buying  out 
the  Indians  & Governing  them- 
felves  by  Comon  Agreement. 

When  their  ffamilies  encreafed 
devilions  Growing  amongft  them. 

They  grew  vneafy  to  them- 
felves  and  prayed  the  Maffachu- 
fetts to  Extend  their  Governmt 
over  them. 

And  all  of  them  Submitted 
the  regulacon  and  Adjuftment  of 
their  Lands  to  the  Maffachufetts. 

In  1657  A Law  was  made  for 
quieting  Possions  That  where  noe 
Claime  had  been  made  5 Yeare 
before  and  Should  not  be  made 
in  5 Yeare  after,  the  Poffeffor 
fhould  quietly  enjoy  the  Land  Soe 
held  by  them  ag.4  all  Claymr.s 

The  Maffachufetts  in  the  laft 
Indian  Warr  were  at  ioooo*1 
charge  in  defending  the  faid  Prov- 
ince when  moft  of  it  layd  waft 

Mr.  Gorges  Peticon’d  his  Ma47 
that  he  might  haue  the  faid  Prov- 

'V' 

ince  vpon  Some  Dormant  Ires 
Pattents  he  had  thereof  Where- 
vpon 

The  then  Agents  for  the  Maffa- 
chufetts Colony  bought  My  Gorges 
pretended  Title  to  the  faid  Prov- 
ince for  1250^  to  noe  other  End, 
then  to  quiet  the  Inhabitants  in 

the 


And 
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the  Poffeffions  they  had  Improved 
with  the  Expence  of  Soe  much 
Sweat,  and  Coyne,  and  preferved 
with  their  blood,  without  takeing 
one  Earthing  from  them  for  it 

Soe  that  the  Maffachufetts  by 
their  Purchafe  could  defigne  noe 
more  then  a Generous  Charity, 
Since  to  haue  bought  a litigated 
Title  with  intent  to  haue  prof- 
ecuted  a Recovery  therein  had 
been  Champerty  and  Punifhable 
by  the  Laws  of  England. 

Of  which  purchafe  what  Al- 
fignml  can  they  make  which  can 
benefitt  any  Affignee  But  what 
were  vnlawfull  to  be  taken  and 
muff  be  deftrudliue  of  the  pious 
and  Charitable  end  now  effected. 

That  it  not  being  Intimated 
what  thofe  effedls  of  a Severe 
hand  hinted  to  haue  been  adted 
by  the  Maffachufetts  ag*  His 
Ma^  Subjedls  there,  were;  They 
cannot  make  any  Anfwer  thereto. 


And  Requires 


That  as  for  that  parte  of  New 
Hampfhire  Province  three  mile 
Northward  of  Merrimack  River 
granted  to  Mf  Mafon  the  Gov- 
ernment whereof  remained  veiled 
in  his  Maj^  His  Maj1/  defigneing 

to 


That  was  readily  obey’d  and  a 
New  Governor  admitted  without 
any  Haelitacon. 


Anfwer. 


196  Edward 

to  Settle  the  fame  to  the  Satisfac- 
tion of  his  Subjects  there  That 
the  Maffachufetts  recall  all  Com- 
iffions  Granted  by  them  for  Gov- 
erning there. 

13  Sep:  (80. 

His  Maty  by  Lre  then  Complaines 

That  few  of  his  directions  in 
the  former  Lre  had  been  purfued 
by  the  Generali  Courte  in  New 
England  and  that  the  Confidera- 
con  of  the  remaineing  parte  of 
them  were  putt  off  on  infufficient 
pretences. 

And  the  Sending  Agents  with- 
in Sixe  Moneths  after  the  faid 
former  Letter  with  full  inftruc- 
tions  to  attend  his  Mat55  pleafure 
in  relacon  to  the  faid  Government 
had  been  wholy  neglected. 

That  Mf  Mafon  claymeing  a 
Tract  of  Land  between  Merri- 
mack and  Naumkerk  Rivers  by 
Grant  of  the  19*  of  King  James 
whofe  Right  had  been  Settled 
Had  not  the  Entreaty  of  the  late 
Agents  from  New  England  Suf- 
pended  the  Determinacon  thereof 
vntill  new  Agents  came  empow- 
ered to  defend  the  Inhabitants 
Right  thereto 


Randolph . 


Anfwer. 

That  their  delay,  or  Slownefs 
of  procedure  proceeded  not  from 
any  want  of  Allegiance  Or  doubt 
of  giueing  his  Maty  all  Satisfac- 
tion therein  nor  was  it  any  dif- 
advantage  to  any  his  Ma^  Sub- 
jects there  for  whofe  avayle  the 
faid  Complaints  were  made, 

But  that  they  might  proceed 
with  Satisfaccon  amongft  them- 
felves. 

Which  is  Since  brought  to  pafs. 


His 


9 


This 


Documents  and  Letters. 


197 


His  Ma1/  Comanded 

That  Agents  Should  in  3 
Monthes  after  the  Receipt  of 
that  Lre  be  fent  over  and  Au- 
thorifed  to  Attend  the  regu- 
lation and  fettlement  of  that 
Governm! 

And  that  Mafons  Complaint 
might  be  then  determined  Thofe 
Agents  fliould  come  prepared  not 
onely  to  fliew  Such  Evidence  of 
Right  as  the  faid  Company  had 
to  the  faid  Soyle  claymed  by 
Mafon 

But  Should  make  a publique 
Significacon  of  his  Ma^  pleaf- 
ure  to  the  Inhabitants  and  Terr- 
ten^  of  the  Said  Soyle  That  they 
might  furnifh  thofe  Agents  or 
whom  they  fhould  depute  with 
the  proofes  of  their  Titles  to  the 
Lands  poffeft  by  them  that  they 
might  make  their  full  defence 
before  his  Ma1?  in  Councell. 

That  on  Receipt  of  the  faid 
Lre  a Gen1.1  Court  Should  be  forth- 
with Called  and  the  Letter  read 
therein  and  provifion  made  for 
His  Ma^  Speedy  Satisfaction  in 
the  prmiffes. 


This  wee  beleiue  his  Ma1/  hath 
Given  Order  Shall  be  firft  Tryed 
vpon  the  Place 

And  a Publique  Significacon  to 
the  Terrten1;5  was  forthwith  made 
by  his  Ma1'^  Government  there. 


Done. 


21 


Anfwer. 
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21  0<5tr  (81. 

His  Ma^y  by  Lre  Complaines 

That  Mr  Randolph  being  ap- 
pointed Searcher  Collr  and  Sur- 
veyor of  his  Mat.s  Cuftomes  in 
the  Maffachufetts  Colony  to  pre- 
vent the  Breaches  of  the  A6ts  of 
Trade  & Navigation 

That  all  his  Care  had  noe  ef- 
fect in  regard  Attachments  were 
granted  againft  him  and  his  Of- 
ficers for  doeing  their  dutyes. 


And  when  Offenders  profe- 
cuted  in  His  Mat.s  Name  the 
Officers  obliged  (ag*  Law)  to  de- 
pofite  money  before  Tryall  could 
be  obteined  and  afterwards  forced 
to  pay  Cofts  and  Suffer  other 
Hardfhips. 


Anfwer. 

That  M*  Randolph  on  fight 
of  his  Mats  Lres  Patents  was 
received  and  acknowledged  as 
Colft  Searcher  and  Surveys  of 
his  Ma^  Cuftomes,  and  his  Lres 
Patt!  accordingly  Enroll’d 

That  noe  other  Complaint  or 
Suit  ag*  his  Ma^  Officers  hath 
been  at  any  time  Countenanced 
or  damage  given  therevpon  but 
Such  as  in  their  beft  Judgment 
has  been  purfuant  to  the  pro- 
videing  damages  for  the  Officers 
vnjuft  vexing  the  Subjects. 

That  for  Ordinary  Tryalls  in 
his  Ma1;5  Stated  Courts  nothing 
hath  been  demanded  or  taken  of 
M*  Randolph  but  in  Extraordi- 
nary Cafes  where  Juryes  were 
fumoned  at  his  Inftance  and 
Travaild  farr  on  purpofe  Soe 
much  hath  been  taken  as  to  de- 
fray the  charge  of  theire  necef- 
fary  Attendance  which  will  be 
prevented  for  the  future  and  all 
Cafes  referved  to  the  Ordinary 
Tearmes  if  the  Officer  be  directed 
thereto. 


That 


That 
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That  Appeales  in  Matters  of 
Revenue  to  His  Ma1/  were  re- 
fufed  to  be  Admitted. 


That  the  Maffachufetts  had 
Seized  into  their  hands  the  Moy- 
ety  of  forfeitures  belonging  to  His 
Ma^  by  Law. 


And  Required 

That  fitt  perfons  be  fent  to 
Anfwer  all  Matters  before  Com- 
plained of  without  further  delay. 

That  all  Encouragement  be 
given  Mr.  Randolph  in  Execucon 
of  his  Office. 

That 


That  if  without  either  reftric- 
tion  of  the  Sume  or  difficulty  of 
the  Cafe  all  Matters  Indifferently 
may  by  the  Officer  or  his  deputy 
be  removed  from  his  Ma^  Courts 
there  and  the  Subjedt  forced  to 
Tranfport  himfelfe  into  this  King- 
dome  of  England  it  will  force 
them  to  quitt  their  goods  vpon 
any  pretence  rather  then  Suffer 
Such  Inconvenience  and  thereby 
wholly  difcourage  all  Trade  in 
that  his  Ma*;3  Plantacon  of  which 
wee  humbly  pray  His  Ma^  gra- 
tious  Confideracon. 

Wee  know  of  noe  Inftance  of 
that  Nature  except  One  particu- 
lar Cafe  wherein  a Mafter  of  a 
Shipp  was  fined  for  an  abufe  of 
his  Ma1?  Government  there  Ef- 
tablifhed  wherein  the  Judgement 
was  miftakenly  Entred  by  the 
Officer  of  which  Neverthelefs  the 
Moiety  or  there  abouts  was  given 
to  Mr.  Randolph. 


Done. 

It  is  by  Law  Eftablifhed  and 
in  all  Courts  pradlifed. 

Nothing 
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That  Reftitucon  be  made  of 
all  money  leavyed  from  his  Ma^ 
Officers. 


That  an  acco*  be  given  His 
Ma^  of  the  Moyety  of  all  for- 
feitures by  them  received 

That  the  A6t  for  Encour- 
agmt  of  Shipping  and  Naviga- 
tion 12°  Car  2di 

And  the  A 61  for  fecuring  the 
Plantacon  Trade  25to  Car  2di  and 
all  Trade  A6ls  be  put  in  due 
Execution 

That  His  Maj^  Officers  may 
pfecute  Such  as  Should  violate 
the  Said  A6ls  without  Charge  as 
in  England 


Nothing  has  been  Taken  of  his 
Ma*5  Officers  but  in  Extraordi- 
nary Tryalls  where  Jurors  and 
others  haue  Travayled  farr  for 
the  defrayeing  of  the  Expences 
neceffary  which  cannot  be  had 
againe  of  the  Severall  Parties  and 
wee  hope  his  Ma1/  will  not  Charge 
the  Government  for  the  fame. 

There  hath  been  yet  noe  for- 
feiture of  Ship  or  Goods  but 
when  it  fhall  happen  will  be 
Carefully  preferved 

Thefe  haue  been  fully  put  in 
Execution  to  the  beft  difcrecon  of 
the  Governmt  there,  and  if  the 
Method  vfed  Anfvver  not  the  end 
defigned  The  Goverment  there 
will  be  ready  to  amend  the  fame 
vpon  any  direction  from  hence. 

This  is  Allowed  in  all  his 
Ma^  Stated  Courts. 


That  Appeales  be  Admitted  in  This  It  is  Humbly  hoped  will 
Matters  of  Revenue  to  his  Ma1?  be  Confidered  off. 

All  which  is  humbly  Submitted. 

xxix^  Aug!  1682. 


Lords 
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Lords  not  satisfied: — Agents  must  procure  full 

Commission  ; &c. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry  Book,  107,  p.  56. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantations 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  White  Hall 
Tuefday  the  12th  of  Septbr’r  1682. 

Prefent:  Lord  Prefident,  Duke  of  Ormond,  Earl  of  Clar- 
endon, Earl  of  Craven,  Earl  of  Conway,  Bp  of  London,  Mr 
Seymour,  Mr.  Secry  Jenkins,  Ml  Godolphin. 


. A report  being  made  to  their  Lordfhips  that  the 
NewEngU  Agents  of  New  England  had  been  at  the  Planta- 
tion-Office and  brought  fuch  proofs  as  they  could 
produce  to  make  out  the  feveral  particulars  of  their  comply- 
ance  with  His  Mat]fs  Orders,  and  their  Lop.s  being  not  fatif- 
fied  therewith,  particularly  taking  notice  of  the  Anfwer 
which  they  now  give  of  the  Deeds  of  Conveyance  and  writ- 
ings of  the  Province  of  Maine  from  Si  fferdinando  Gorges 
were  not  in  their  hands  although  they  were  exprefly 
commanded  to  bring  them  over.  And  Mf  Secry  Jenkins 
having  alfoe  acquainted  the  Committee  that  hee  had  receivd 
Heads  of  ye  In-  from  the  Agents  an  Abftraft  of  their  Inftruc- 

structions  to  ye  ° 

Agems.  tions,  the  fame  is  now  read,  wherein  they  are  di- 
rected isf  To  prefent  the  Addrefs  of  that  Colonie.  2,y  That 
they  beg  pardon  for  Coyning.  3ly  They  affure  His  Maty 
that  the  fame  liberty  is  given  to  the  Church  of  England 
there  as  to  all  others.  4ly  That  the  Laws  againft  Diffen- 
ters  are  fufpended  fave  fuch  as  affeft  all  others.  5.  That 
all  Proteflants  having  Eftates  are  admitted  to  the  Gov- 


VOL.  III. — 26 


eminent 


202 


Edward  Randolph. 

erment  and  Laws  to  ye  contrary  repealed.  61?  That 
the  A6ts  of  Trade  fhall  bee  obferved  and  His  Maty.’s  Offi- 
cers encouraged.  71?  That  they  difclaim  all  pretences 
to  forfeited  goods.  8ly  To  reprefent  that  Appeals  in  all 
cafes  of  His  Ma1'?’3  Revenue  would  bee  burthenfome.  91? 
That  ffees  are  not  taken  from  His  Ma*1?’3  Officers  but  in  cafe 
of  a fpecial  Court,  io1?  Nor  damages  given  but  in  a&ion 
brought,  n1?  That  all  Tryals  vpon  the  A6ts  of  Trade  have 
been  by  Jurys.  121?  To  pray  that  they  may  not  pay  double 
duty  for  Plantation-goods.  131?  To  ffiew  that  the  rates  on 
Grangers  are  but  a peny  p pound.  141?  To  pray  that  Mr. 
Mafon’s  Claim  may  bee  tryed  vpon  the  place.  151?  To  give 
a relation  concerning  the  Province  of  Maine.  161?  That 
whereas  His  Matie  intimated,  by  His  letters  to  their  late 
Agents,  that  hee  had  noe  intention  to  infringe  their  Charter, 
that  therefore  they  did  not  vnderftand,  by  the  regulation  of 
the  Goverment,  that  any  alteration  of  their  Patent  is  in- 
tended, that  they  fhall  not  therefore  confent  to  any  thing 
that  may  Violate  or  infringe  the  liberties  and  Privileges 
granted  by  their  Charter  or  the  Goverment;  But  that  to 
fuch  proportions  they  fhould  fay  they  had  noe  Inftru&ions 
therein,  craving  time  to  give  an  account  thereof.  1 71?  That 
they  give  His  Maty  fatisfa&ion  in  the  premiffes  that  where 
there  hath  been  any  Variance  from  their  Charter  they  im- 
plore His  MaTs  conf  deration  of  their  circumftances,  praying 
pardon  and  promifing  hereafter  that  their  Patent  fhall  bee 
their  rule. 

After  wc?  the  Agents  being  called  in  and  afked  whether 
they  had  any  other  Powers  or  Commiffion  to  confent  to  the 
Regulation  of  their  Goverment,  wc.h  they  difowning  are  told 

that 
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that  for  want  of  fuch  Powers  the  Committee  can’t  think  fitt 
to  enter  vpon  the  confideration  of  thofe  matters, 

Report  touching 

Agents^ &1£d  and  therefore  have  refolved  to  Report  to  the 
Powers.  King  That  they  doe  not  find  their  Powers  fuffi- 

cient  to  enable  them  to  agree  to  what  His  Ma'f  fhould  think 
neceffary  for  the  fettlement  of  that  Colony,  That  His  Ma^ 
would  therefore  bee  pleafed  to  order  them  to  procure  a Com- 
miffion  and  Powers  to  that  end  ; and  that,  in  default  thereof, 
His  Mat5.e  will  caufe  a Ouo  Warranto  to  bee  brought  againfi 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  that  Colonie  for  their  abufes 
of  their  Charter. 

Order  of  Council  that  the  Agents  have  sufficient 

. POWER. 

Majfach ufetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  268. 

Att  a Court  at  Whitehall,  September  20^  1682 

Prefent:  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Majefiy,  His  highnefs 
Prince  Rupert,  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Prefident,  Duke  of 
Albemarle,  Duke  of  Ormond,  Marquife  of  Hallifax,  Duke  of 
Sunderland,  Mr.  Godolphin,  Earle  of  Clarendon,  Earle 
of  Bathe,  Earle  of  Craven,  Earle  of  Conway,  Vifcount  Hide, 
Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins,  Mr.  Seymor. 

The  Lords  Comittees  of  this  Board  for  trade  & fforeigne 
Plantaeons  haveing  this  day  reported  to  his  matie  in  Councill 
that  the  Agents  or  Meffengers  lately  arrived  from  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  Bay  in  New  England,  not  having  brought  fufficient 
powers  for  the  regulacon  of  his  matJ.es  governmt  there  accord- 
ing to  his  ma,i.“  former  comands : their  Lordfhips  propofed 
that  his  ma‘;e  would  be  pleafed  to  order  them  forthwith  to 

procure 
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procure  the  fame.  Upon  confideracon  whereof  his  made  in 
Councill  was  pleafed  to  order  & it  is  hereby  ordered  accord- 
ingly that  the  faid  Agents  or  Meffengers  doe  forthwith  pro- 
cure from  his  mah63  Govern!  & Company  of  the  Maffachufets 
Bay  fufficient  Commiffion  & full  powers  to  agree  upon  the 
Regulacon  of  that  Goverm!  & to  confent  to  fuch  matters, 
as  fhall  be  thought  neceffary  in  purfuance  of  his  Ma1!63  letters 
to  that  Colony ; And  that  in  the  meantime  the  faid  Agents 
Continue  their  Attendance  here.  And  in  cafe  of  negledt  or 
failure  in  the  pticulars  aboue  mentioned  his  Mane  was  pleafed 
to  declare  his  pleafure  that  he  would  caufe  a Quo  Warranto 
to  be  brought  ag!  the  fd  Gouernour  & Company  for  the 
abufe  of  their  charter,  on  the  firft  day  of  Hillary  terme 
next. 

Phil.  Loyd. 

Petition  and  appeal  of  Edward  Randolph  to  the  King 

ON  HIS  SEIZURE  OF  SEVERALL  VESSELS.  SEPTEMBER.  1 682. 
Majfachufetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  259. 

To  the  King’s  moft  Excellent  Majtie. 

The  humble  petition  and  appeale  of  Edward  Randolph 
Colledtor  of  your  Majties  Cuftomes  in  New  England. 
Sheweth 

That  your  Petitioner  in  purfuance  of  the  A6ts  of  Trade 
and  navigacon  did  in  this  Colony  feize  and  profecute  in 
your  Majties  name  diverfe  fhips  and  Veffells  with  their  load- 
ings for  breach  of  the  Ads  of  Trade,  and  brought  the  fame 
to  tryall  in  the  court  houlden  upon  the  firft  day  of  this  in- 
ftant  Sept,  att  Bofton  where  your  Petitioner  contrary  to  evi- 
dence 
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dence  and  the  laws  of  England  being  caft  and  damages 
given  againft  your  Majl!e,  Your  Petitioner  did  in  open  court 
in  your  Majties  name  appeale  to  your  Majty  in  Councill  in  all 
the  faid  feizures.  But  your  Petitioners  appeale  would  not 
bee  allowed  of,  nor  entered  as  was  then  by  your  Petitioner 
defired. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prayes  that  his  appeale 
may  be  entred  in  the  Booke  for  Councill  caufes  and  that 
Summons  may  be  iffued  forth  to  caufe  the  feuerall  defend? 
whofe  names  are  underwritten  to  appeare  att  your  Councill 
Chamber  and  anfwere  your  Matie  upon  the  faid  Appeale 

And  your  Petitionr  fhall  euer  pray. 

The  names  of  thofe  perfons  whofe  veffells  are  feized 
Nathan11  Clark  and  Daniel  Dauifon  of  Newberry  Owners  of 
the  Ketch  Nubery  feized  for  bringing  40  Pipes  of  wines 
direttly  from  the  Canary’s  and  unlivering  the  fame  in  this 
Colony  before  Entry  contrary  to  the  15  of  the  King. 

Andrew  Willett  Owner  of  the  floop  Swallow  of  Bofton 
haueing  on  board  16  pipes  of  wine  taken  out  of  faid  Ketch 
Nubery  which  floop  and  wine  was  feized  for  his  Majtie  on  the 
22  June  laft  in  Bofton. 

Mr.  Samuel  Noell  Magiftrate  of  Bofton  and  Mr  Andrew 
Belcher  of  Cambridge  Owners  of  the  Pink  Good  Hope  of 
Bofton  feized  att  Bofton  for  his  Majtie  on  the  6 : September, 
for  belonging  to  aliens  haueing  a Scotchman  to  bee  her 
Matter,  and  for  takeing  in  her  loading  of  tobacco  before 
bond  given  as  required  in  ye  12.  of  ye  Kings. 
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Randolph  to  Bradstreet  about  Dan1:  Mathews. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  53  (47). 

Copy  Letter  to  Dan1!  Mathews  \Jic\ 

ab!  Dan1!  Mathews  Enlarge  m* 

Hon'!  S'  Bofton  Sept  21.  1682. 

I thank  you  for  Speaking  to  ye  Goaler  on  my  Deputy 
Danniell  Mathewes  behalfe  I cannot  with  any  Safety  to  my 
health  waite  on  yr  Honf  am  therefore  forced  to  continue  the 
trouble  of  my  paper  addrefles,  & to  acquaint  you,  that  lad 
night  Mr  Earle  the  Keeper  was  proffred  my  fecurity  for  my 
Deputyes  true  imprifonm!  till  further  order;  his  anfweare 
was,  that  by  the  law  of  this  Country  two  perfons  mud;  engage 
for  that.  I haue  no  other  perfonall  Security  then  what  I 
haue  offred  & am  dill  ready  to  giue. 

In  the  A 61  for  preventing  frauds  made  in  ye  14*  of  the 
King,  page  159  (wc.h  pleafe  to  pervfe)  It  is  ena&ed,  that  all 
Officers  etc:  & their  Deputyes  & feruants  or  any  others 
adling  in  aide  of  them  vpon  any  Suite  inditement  or  profecu- 
tion  etc  may  plead  ye  Gen1!  iffue,  and  all  Judges  of  his  Mallfs 
Courts  of  Judice  or  other  Courts  etc.  are  thereby  driftly 
enjoined  & required  to  admitt  the  fame : which  a 61  with  the 
A 61  for  better  fecuring  ye  plantation  trade  made  in  ye  25th  of 
y°  King,  tho’  willingly  omitted  lad  Gen1!  Court  (when  ye  12th 
& 1 5*  were  onely  taken  notice  of)  yet  were  received  & owned 
by  ye  Agents  at  White  hall  to  be  the  lawes  of  this  Colony  & 
fo  made  by  ye  law  made  061:  10:  1677.  which  for  Judidca- 
tion  was  then  produced  at  ye  Councill  board.  I preffe  not 
for  his  enlargement  vpon  my  own  Security  to  be  granted  by 

your 
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your  Tingle  Act  as  Gou!  of  this  Colony  (tho’  in  thefe  cafes  by 
ye  Ads  of  trade  yr  Hon!  is  eminently  a free  Agent  & account- 
able to  his  Matie  onely  in  the  Execution  or  negledt  thereof) 
but  intreat  you  to  communicate  this  paper  to  ye  Councill  at 
their  next  meeting.  Cap!  Reeueley  (who  adted  vpon  the 
Security  of  yr  warr!)  hath  been  extraordinarily  Tick  & Mathewes 
is  very  much  difenabled  by  his  clofe  imprifonment ; fhould 
any  of  them  mifcarry  vnder  this  Confinement,  their  Hues  as 
well  as  their  libertyes  muft  be  seuerely  accounted  for:  their 
enlargem!  & Satisfaction  for  their  falfe  imprifonment  is  the 
leaft  amends  can  be  made  them,  but  if  that  will  not  be  harkned 
vnto  I hope  the  tender  of  my  Security  cannot  reafonably  be 
denied,  pray  favour  me  with  the  Councills  anfweare  hereto 
that  I may  know  how  to  proceed  in  this  affaire.  I am  yf 
Honrf  molt  humble  feru! 

EdRandolph  CoH. 

To  Symon  Bradftreet  Efq.  Gou? 

[ Etidorjed ] Lett!  to  ye  Gou!  of  Bofton. 

Sep!  21.  1682. 

about  Dan  Mathewes  enlargm! 

Randolph  ordered  to  come  to  England. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Entry  Book.  Journal  Board  of  Trade  107  (64). 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantations  in 
the  Council-Chamber  at  White  Hall 

Saturday  the  30^  of  Septembr  1682. 

Prefent : Prince  Rupert,  Lord  Prefident,  Duke  of  Ormond, 
Marq : of  Halifax,  Earl  of  Conway,  Earl  of  Craven,  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  Lord  Hyde,  Mr  Secr.y  Jenkins,  Mr  Seymour. 

Mr  Randolph.  Their  Lops  being  moved  that  Mr  Randolph  may 

bee 
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bee  directed  to  come  over  into  England  in  order  to  attend 
New  England,  the  further  progrefs  of  the  bufinefs  of  New  Eng- 
land ; and  their  Lordfhips  taking  notice  of  the  great  oppo- 
fition  hee  is  like  to  find  in  the  execution  of  his  Office  untill 
there  fhall  bee  fome  further  fettlement  of  ye  affairs  of  that 
Colonie  and  that  hee  may  bee  ufefull  to  his  Matys  fervice  by 
his  attendance  here  for  fome  time,  either  in  the  Regulation 
of  the  Goverment  upon  the  receit  of  the  powers  which  His 
Maty  has  directed  to  bee  fent  over  to  their  Agents  here,  or  in 
default  thereof,  in  the  profecution  of  the  Quo  Warranto 
intended  to  bee  brought  againft  their  Charter  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets;  It  is  therefore  thought  fit  that  Mr  Randolph  have 
orders  forthwith  to  come  into  England  for  the  purpofe  above 
mentioned. 

Memorial  of  Edward  Randolph  respecting  money  ille- 
gally TAKEN  FROM  HIM. 

Maffach u fetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.,  p.  269. 

Order  to  pay  him.  13  Odtober  1682. 

To  the  Hond  Symon  Bradftreet  Efqr  Gour.  & to  ye  Company 
of  ye  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New  Engd  now  fitting  in  Court 
at  Bofton 

Propofalls  referring  to  difburfm?  made  for  his  Maties  Ser- 
vice by  Ed  Randolph  Efqr.  Collector,  of  his  Matis  Cufioms 
in  New  Engd 

In  the  yeare  1680.  during  the  profecution  of  Seuerall 
Seizures  made  in  his  Maties  name,  the  faid  Edwd  Randolph 
by  an  Order  of  Court  made  at  Bofton  1 061:  1680.  was 
obliged  to  depofite  in  Court  the  Sum  of  iolb  before  he  could 
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be  admitted  to  proceed  to  tryall : by  which  meanes  he  hath 
paid  to  Mr  Rawfon  Secry.  for  Courts  held  at  Bofton.  & to  Mr 
Davis  of  York  for  a court  held  then  in  ye  yeare  1680.  the 
Sum  of  19^  196.  od.  which  money  hauing  been  illegally  paid 
by  the  Said  Edwd  Randolph,  his  Maties  in  his  Royall  Wttss 
to  this  Gom!  of  Oft:  21.  1681  hath  exprefly  required  fhould 
be  forth  with  repaid/ 

It’s  therefore  propofed. 

1.  Wheither  this  Gen1?  Court  will  Stand  by  & allow  of  the 
Said  Order  made  Oc!  1.  1680:  to  be  binding  & ought  to  be 
obferued  equally  & to  be  of  the  Same  force  as  a Law  made 
by  the  Gen1!  Court  Whereas  Law  Booke  p:  1 — It  is  ordred, 
that  No  mans  Eftate  fhall  be  taken  away  or  any  ways  endam- 
aged vnder  Countenance  of  Authority  vnleffe  by  vertue  of 
Some  Expreffe  Law  of  ye  Country  Warranting  ye  Same. 
But  there  was  no  fuch  Law  in  force  when  the  faid  money 
was  So  paid,  therefore  that  order  as  arbitrary  ought  to  be 
Explanded. 

2.  Wheither  this  Gen1!  Court  will  order  a Speedy  repaym! 
of  that  money  (as  directed  in  his  Maties  Said  Letters)  now  a 
Second  [time]  by  me  demanded  of  the  Gen1!  Court  by  the 
faid  Edwd  Randolph,  otherwife  he  will  be  compelld’  to  recouer 
the  Same  of  the  Meffengers  now  attending  in  Engd  who 
were  prefent  in  Court  at  ye  ordring  & paym!  of  part  of  that 
money  — & are  liable  to  be  fued  for  it  — 

As  to  the  Sum  of  5lb  being  part  of  my  Moiety  of  the  fine 
paid  by  Tymothy  Armitage  about  Decbe.r  1680:  for  breach 
of  the  14^  of  ye  King:  I marvell  with  what  Confidence  Mr 
Rufiell  fliould  So  long  deteine  it,  there  being  no  Colour  of 
pretenc  for  his  So  doing,  for  the  Same  A61  vpon  which 
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Edward  Randolph. 

Armitage  was  fined  40lb  for  breach  thereof  doth  exprefly 
enadl;,  the  payment  of  one  moiety  of  the  forfeitures  to  his 
Mat;fs  & the  other  Moiety  to  the  profecutor:  So  that  either 
the  faid  Armitage  was  very  vnlawfully  fined  (which  cannot 
be  granted)  or  that  part  of  my  Moiety  vnjufily  obtained  by 
Mr  RufTell.  which  is  referrd’  to  be  confidered  of,  and  an 
anfweare  in  writing  defired  by  YT.  Humble  Seru* 

Ed  Randolph:  Coll. 

Bofton.  06t : 13  : 

1682  : 

The  deputy[es]  beinge  much  vnaquainted  ye  Contents 
hereof  defire  ye  honors  magifis  will  Confider  of  Some  meet 
anfwer  hereto  in  ye  firft  place 

William  Torrey  Sery 

In  Anfwer  to  what  Mr  Randolph  hath  propofed  — The 
magifis  Judge  meet  to  order  the  Trefurer  of  the  Count[r]ey 
to  pay  him  the  faid  Mr  Randolph  the  fume  from  ye  money 
mentioned  in  his  propofall : their  brethren  the  deputies  hereto 
Confenting 

Edward  Rawson,  Secrety 

18th  of  October  1682 

An  account  of  money  arising  and  due  to  his  Matie  vpon 
Seizure  of  ye  following  Ships  & Comodityes  made  by 
Boston  in  New  Edward  Randolph  Esq.  Collector  of  his 

Engd  Nober  17 ; 

l682-  Mati.es  Customs  in  New  Engd.  for  breach  of  the 

Acts  of  trade  which  by  law  are  become  forfeited  & 

VPON  TRYALL  OUGHT  TO  BE  CONDEMNED,  BUT  WERE  ARBI- 
TRARY FREED  BY  THE  COURTS  HOLDEN  AT  BOSTON  PORTS- 
MOUTH & York  in  New  Eng°  in  ye  yeares  1680:  1682. 

State 
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a s.  d. 

at  Bofton  The  Pink  Expectation  of  Bofton  Thomas 

1680.  Gretian  Mr 450  o o 

The  Ship  Maidenhead  of  Nubery  John  Haling 

Mr 500  o o 

50  hog^  of  Tobacco  in  Bofton  Georg  Hutchifon 

Merc1. 100  o o 

1050  o o 

1682.  The  Ship  Hope  of  Bofton  John  Plaice  Mr  . . 100  o o 

Seuerall  Barr11?  & parcells  of  Scotch  goods  in  a 
warehoufe  in  Bofton  in  poffeftion  of  Georg 

Hutchifon  Merc1 200  o o 

The  Sloop  Swallow  of  Bofton  Andrew  Willett 

Owner 070  o o 

The  Ketch  Nubery  of  Nubery  Ifaac  Enelifh  Mr.  300  o o 

The  Pink  Good  Hope  of  Bofton  Rob1  Wallis 

Mr. 500  o o 

1170  o o 

At  Portfmouth  in  the  province 
1680.  of  New  hampfheire. 

The  Ketch  Providence  of  Portfmouth  Mark 

Haukin  Mr 400  o o 

The  Sayles  & the  Rigging  of  the  Ship  An  of 

Portfmouth  Eli  Nicholls  Mr. 100  o o 

500  o o 

1680.  At  York  in  ye  Province  of  Maine. 

The  Bark  Guift  of  God  of  Jarfey  Eli  Nicholls 

M? 100  o o 

100  o o 
2820  o o 


His 
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His  Ma1^3  third  Part  of  the  Sum  of  2820 11 
comes  to  ....  . 0940  o o 

A like  third  part  due  to  the  profecutor  . . . 0940  o o 

EdRandolph  Coli. 

\_Endorfed~\  Bofton  17  Nov.  1682.  Acc!  of  dues  to  his  Ma‘.y  upon  feizures 

of  fhips.  Reel  the  20  feb.  i68§. 

Petition  of  Timothy  Armitage. 

Majfachufetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  270,  17  October  1682. 

The  humble  petition  of  Robert  Butcher  Atturney  to  Tim- 
othy Armitage,  To  the  honourable  Gouernor  Simon 
Broadftreett  & Generali  Court  now  affembled. 

Thatt  this  honourable  Court  would  be  pleafed  to  grant 
unto  fd  Butcher  as  aboue  fd  a hearing  of  a cafe,  wherein  Edwd 
Randolph  Efqr  as  Collector  &c  profecuted  Timo  Armitage, 
att  a Court  of  Affiftance,  held  the  26  of  December  1680  in 
an  adion  for  breach  of  the  ad  of  the  fourtenth  of  the  King ; 
for  affronting  & abufing  fd  Randolph  in  profecuting  of  his 
office ; as  may  more  amply  apear  by  the  Records  of  fd 
Court,  & upon  hearing  of  fd  cafe,  fd  Court  did  ffind  fd  Armi- 
tage the  fum  of  fourty  pounds  in  money  ; the  which  fum  was 
pd  to  James  Ruffell  Efqr  country  treafurer,  & the  fd  cafe 
being  heard  att  a Speciall  Court  of  Affiftance  held  the  2 2d 
of  May  & there  finding  no  relief,  doth  therefore  now  humbly 
addrefs. 

Thatt  whereas  fd  Armitage  having  been  profecuted  for 
breach  of  a pretended  Law,  which  Law  was  never  publifhed 
by  order  of  this  Generali  Court,  as  the  Law  direds  & confe- 
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quently  no  Law  of  this  Jurifdi&ion  and  our  Law  making 
provilion  that  no  mans  eftate  fhall  be  taken  away  butt  by 
virtue  of  fome  exprefs  Law  waranting  the  fame,  eftablifhed 
by  the  Generali  Court  & fufficiently  published  ; now  whereas 
as  fd  Armitages  eftate  is  taken  away  as  aboue  fd,  yor  peti- 
tioner doth  hope  thatt  this  honoured  Court  upon  hearing  of 
the  cafe  will  give  relief  according  to  Law  & equity  ; in  doing 
of  wch  yor  petitioner  fhall  ever  pray  as  in  duty  bound. 

Robert  Butcher 

The  Deputys  grant  the  petitioner  a hearing  of  his  Cafe 
on  the  firft  Tuefday  of  the  next  Court  of  Election,  the  hond 
Majsts  Confenting14  0<ft  17.  1682. 

Elisha  Hutchinson. 

Randolph  to  Jenkins. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  53  (39). 

Bofton  Nobfr  I31!1  1682 

Right  Honble 

In  my  former  lett?  to  y?  Hon!-  I haue  often  reprefen  ted 
the  Contempts  put  vpon  His  Ma11.63  Authority  by  the  Bofton- 
. ers.  I now  fend  Mr  Blathwaite  amongft  other  papers  my 
Affidavit  made  at  New  Hampfheire  (for  here  ’twould  not  be 
taken)  in  confirmation  thereof.  I am  well  affured  the  Agents 
will  endeavour  to  avoide  or  denye  what  I haue  objected 
againft  their  arbitrary  proceedings:  if  my  fingle  teftimony 
is  not  fufftcient  I fhall  vpon  yr.  Honr.s  Commands  attend  this 
bufines  at  Whitehall,  here  they  pleafe  themfelues  with  the 
Chara&er  (as  they  giue  out)  which  my  Lord  Culpepper  gaue 

of 

14  The  Content  of  the  Magiftrates  does  not  appear  in  the  Records. 
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of  them  to  his  Ma?6  It’s  very  true  here  are  many  fober  & 
loyall  Gent  & men  of  eftates  in  this  Colony  who  were  they 
in  power  would  with  all  Cheerefulnes  Submitt  to  & promote 
a thro’  regulation  & a perfect  Conformity  to  his  Mall.es  lawes : 
but  fo  long  as  the  faction  whereof  Mr  Danforth  is  the  Cheife 
(like  the  late  Rump  in  Eng?)  beare  down  all  by  their  num- 
bers of  votes  in  the  houfe  of  Deputyes  at  a Gen?  Court,  lett 
the  Agents  promife  what  they  will,  Very  few  honeft  men 
can  be  admitted  into  places  of  truft  or  creditt,  if  the  matter 
be  left  to  their  ordring. 

Vpon  y?  9^  of  Aprill  1681  I exhibited  to  his  Mal.ie  in 
Councill  7 Articles  of  mifdemeanour  againft  Mr  Danforth : 
if  the  Agents  offer  anything  in  his  defence  I humbly  pray 
an  Order  to  examine  Witnefles  here,  as  well  to  proue  thofe 
Articles  as  other  matters  I haue  reprefented  And  that  I 
may  bee  heard.  In  my  petition  to  his  Mat,e  read  that  day 
in  Councill  I complain’d  that  the  Goml  of  Bofton  converted 
to  ye  vfe  of  their  Colony  fines  & forfeitures  due  to  his  Matie 
vpon  breach  of  the  penall  Lawes.  I then  made  appeare  that 
in  Decb.er  1680  One  Armitage  Mr  of  a Ship  was  fined  40^  for 
affronting  & not  fuffring  me  to  goe  aboard  his  veffell  in  Bof- 
ton Road : being  profecuted  by  me  vpon  breach  of  the  Aft 
of  the  14*  of  ye  King,  he  was  ordred  & did  pay  the  fine  to 
the  treafurer  of  ye  Colony.  Vpon  the  10 ?h  inftant  (as  at 
other  tymes  before)  in  purfuance  of  my  inftruftions  from  ye 
Comm?  of  his  Mate  Cufioms  I demanded  his  Mali.es  Moiety 
of  that  fine,  which  is  Condifcended  to  be  paid  me  vpon  the 
tearmes  as  in  ye  in  Clofed  (being  a Copy  of  an  Order  of 
Gour  & Magifirates)  but  they  haue  no  pretence  to  that 
money  being  his  Ma*?3  Right  by  that  Aft.  I haue  this 
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yeare  made  feuerall  feizures  for  his  Made  & brought  them 
to  Tryall  in  ye  Courts  in  Bofton  but  in  very  plain  cafes  am 
caft  by  the  Juryes,  who  vpon  the  Shaftfbury  & others 
being  cheered  at  ye  Old  Bayley  take  the  like  Confidence 
and  are  as  arbitrary  here.  So  that  tho’  I haue  full  power 
from  his  Matie  to  aft,  I thereby  onely  increafe  my  charge  & 
trouble  without  that  benefitt  which  by  law  doth  appertain  to 
the  Profecutor,  and  I muft  expeft  no  better  till  there  bee  a 
thro’  change  & Sincere  obedience  to  the  Afts  of  trade. 

Who  would  beleiue  that  during  the  tyme  their  Agents 
are  accounting  for  former  Contempts,  they  fhould  be  fo  dar- 
ing as  to  denye  appeales  to  his  Made  in  Councill  from  their 
Courts,  & this  day  to  ferue  an  Execution  for  a boue  ioo11 
againft  my  body  & goods  either  to  deliuer  vp  the  (loop 
Swallow  to  Andrew  Willett  Owner  or  to  pay  ye  money; 
when  as  I haue  appealed  to  his  Mat].e  in  that  Cafe,  as  by  my 
petition  & Appeale  (a  Copy  whereof  is  fent  to  Mr  Blath- 
waite)  doth  appeare ; hauing  had  two  tryalls  for  her  in 
Bofton : and  likewife  to  refufe  to  pay  me  the  money  they 
illegally  extorted  from  me  for  calling  Courts  to  trye  his 
Mat!.es  Caufes  in  ye  yeare  1680,  when  as  amongft  other  things 
by  them  as  much  neglefted  they  are  exprefly  required  by 
his  Mat!.es  lettrs  of  Oft:  21.  1681.  to  this  Gonf  to  repay  me 
that  money,  as  by  my  affidavit  appeares.  Neither  haue  they 
fupprefd  their  Navall  Office  fet  vp  in  oppofition  to  his  Ma?63 
lett?  patents  ere&ing  an  Office  of  Colle&or  of  his  Ma".es  Cuf- 
toms  in  New  Engd  the  Gouf  & feuerall  Magiftrates  not  allow- 
ing of  it,  but  on  the  Contrary  would  putt  it  down  this 
Gen!1  Court  if  not  ouer  voted  by  Danforths  Partye. 

I humbly  befeech  yr  Hon?  pardon  if  according  to  the 

Cuffome 


216  Edward  Randolph. 


Cuftome  of  this  place  my  papers  are  guilty  of  repetition.  I 
am  far  diftant  (no  fmall  advantage  to  the  Agents)  & as  yet 
know  not  how  their  affaires  proceed,  be  pleafed  to  impute 
the  trouble  of  my  lett1?  to  yf  Honf  to  the  great  defire  I haue 
to  fee  his  Ma£ies  Authority  fettled  here,  that  I may  haue  that 
due  Countenance  and  encouragem!  in  the  Execution  of  my 
place  & duty  as  the  Law  Requires. 

I remaine 


[AddreJ/ed^\ 


Right  Honb!e 
Your  moft  humble  & 
moft  obedient  Seru! 

EdRandolph. 


To  the  Right  Honb!e 

Sr  Lionell  Jenkins  his  Maties 
Principall  Secretary 
at  White  hall. 


\E?idorfed^\  New  England)  13  Nov.  82 
Bolton  f R Jan.  8§ 
Mr  Randolph. 


From  M*  Randolph  to  y * CommtP 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  57  (517),  30  Dec.  1682. 

Right  Honob!e 

Upon  the  Arrivall  of  Ml  Cranfield  in  Octob.  laft  to  this 
Governm!  I expected  to  find  the  People  conforme  to  the 
Ads  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  the  Governor  amongft  other 
things  for  his  Maties  Service,  having  preff’d  that  on  them,  as 
a neceffary  part  of  their  intereft  and  duty,  upon  which  (after 
many  repulfes  formerly  received  here,  and  at  Bofton)  I was 
encouraged  to  proceed  againft  a Scotch  veffell  called  the 
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Ketch  George,  that  about  Aug.  laft  came  into  this  River 
with  a confiderable  Cargo,  and  had  eafy  admittance  to  enter 
and  trade  (tho’  in  no  one  point  qualified  according  to  the 
A fits  of  Navigation)  after  fome  enquiry,  I found  that  at  her 
Entry  fhe  produced  no  Certificate  that  fhe  was  Englifh  built, 
but  that  flie  belonged  to  Scotch  Owners,  and  was  failed 
hither  by  a Native  Scotchman,  the  Matter,  and  the  Marri- 
ners  Scotchmen  alfo;  wherupon  I feized  her  upon  the  23^ 
of  O&o  for  his  Mal!e  and  acquainted  the  Governor  of  it,  who 
immediatly  gave  his  directions  in  writing  to  Mr  Stileman 
then  Capr  of  the  ffort  not  to  fuffer  her  to  pafs  the  Port  with- 
out order,  and  by  his  Committion  appoints  a fpecial  Court 
to  be  holden  at  Portfmouth  upon  the  21s.1  inttant  in  order 
to  her  trial,  and  care  was  taken  to  fummon  perfons  well 
verfd  in  Maritine  affairs  to  be  of  the  Jury,  But  notwith- 
ttanding  the  Governo?  great  care  and  diligence  herein,  the 
Ketch  lying  almott  a league  from  his  Refidence,  it  was 
agreed  upon  by  the  Interloping  party  that  the  Veffel  fhould 
be  carried  away  to  avoid  the  penalty  of  the  law,  and  accord- 
ingly upon  the  19*  inttant  after  Sunrifing  fhe  was  futtered 
to  pafs  the  ffort  and  not  one  fhott  made  at  her,  however  the 
Court  mett  and  adjourned  till  the  29th  inttant,  where  al- 
though Ml  Martin  the  Officer  appointed  to  take  Entries 
did  in  Court  make  Oath  (a  Copy  of  whofe  Affidavit  is  here 
inclofed)  that  at  the  time  of  her  Entry,  no  Certificate  was 
produced  &c.  as  required  in  the  12*  of  the  King,  yet  the 
Jury  encouraged  by  the  Arbitrary  and  Succefsfull  verdidt  of 
the  Lord  Shaftfbury’s  Jury  at  the  Old  Baily  (now  become 
a leading  Prefident  [precedent]  to  the  ffadtious  here)  find 
diredtly  againtt  the  ACt  made  in  the  12*  of  the  King,  and 

vol.  hi.  — 28  brino- 
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bring  in  a verdidt  with  cods  againd  His  Mal!e  which  the 
Governor  highly  refented  it  being  a contrivance  and  com- 
bination of  their  Minider  a rigid  Independent,  and  fome 
Church  members  of  which  Society  is  Stileman,  Jefferies  the 
pretended  Owner  of  the  Ketch  a Scotchman  and  four  of  the 
[*  neither ?]  leading  men  of  that  Jury,  So  that  # his  Mate  late 

clemency,  nor  the  favour  and  moderation  exercifed  by  the 
Governor  amongft  them  can  influence  or  is  regarded,  where 
the  intered  of  their  party  is  concern’d.  However  the  Gov- 
ernor that  he  may  not  be  wanting  to  affert  thofe  Ads  of 
trade  which  by  Oath  he  is  bound  to  obferve,  hath  in  the 
firft  place  Sufpended  Stileman  the  Councill  putt  him  out  of 
the  ffort  and  declared  him  uncapable  of  any  place  of  truft  in 
the  Province,  committing  that  charge  to  the  care  of  Cap! 
Barefoot  one  of  the  Councill  a fufferer  here  for  his  Loyalty: 
and  hath  likewife  directed  me  to  profecute  the  Jury  by  At- 
taint or  otherwife,  and  all  other  perfons  who  fhall  be  found 
contrivers  in  this  Efcape.  And  further  hath  wrote  to  all 
the  Governor  of  Barbados,  Jamaica  &c.  and  to  the  Confulls 
of  Maderas  and  ffiall  to  feize  the  faid  Ketch  and  Cargo  if 
fhe  come  there,  and  to  fend  the  Mafter  and  Men  hither  to 
be  profecuted  for  running  away  with  the  Ketch  feized  for 
his  Ma*!e  and  under  cufiody  of  the  law,  refolving  as  farr  as 
in  him  lies  to  terrifie  (at  lead)  if  not  wholy  to  dedroy  this 
combination  carried  on  againd  his  Mai5  Authority,  and  the 
Adis  of  trade  and  Navigation,  by  a party  from  whom  the 
Minider  one  Moody  a private  trader  receives  no  fmall 
proffitt. 

I hope  to  find  a Jury  who  will  attend  their  Oaths  and 
duty,  at  my  next  tryall,  where  if  they  find  for  his  Ma*!6  in  my 
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Attaint  of  the  former  Jury,  I fhall  catch  fome  of  the  great 
promoters  of  this  late  defigne,  But  fo  long  as  the  Boftoners 
by  this  thriving  practice  of  Juries  finding  a g3.1  his  Malie  in 
plaine  Cafes,  wherin  law  and  Evidence  dired  the  contrary, 
are  not  yet  brought  to  an  account  for  the  mony  due  to  his 
Mat!.e  and  my  felf  as  Profecutor,  thefe  hope  to  efcape  & con- 
tinue their  interloping.  It  will  likewife  be  a very  difficult 
matter  for  this  Governor  to  reduce  thefe  to  a due  conformity 
in  trade,  having  the  advantage  of  many  fmall  Creeks  on  the 
other  fide  of  this  River  belonging  to  the  Province  of  Maine 
where  their  prohibited  goods  & Veffels  are  covered  and  fe- 
cured,  fo  that  in  point  of  interefl  & trade  alfo,  its  abfolutely 
neceffary  that  the  Boftoners  by  fpeciall  Commiffion  be  en- 
gaged to  make  anfwer  upon  the  place  (or  where  elfe  his 
Ma1!6  fhall  pleafe  to  appoint)  for  the  Efcapes  of  goods  and 
Veffels  feized  and  profecuted  by  me  for  his  Mal!e  made  by 
fuch  illegall  verdidts.  And  that  the  Province  of  Maine  be 
added  to  this  Governing  being  parted  only  by  the  River  of 
Pafcattaway,  the  foie  place  of  trade  in  this  Province.  I am 

Right  Honb!e  yf  Lordfps 
Province  of  Newhampfhire  moft  humble  & 

30  Decem  1682.  moft  obedient  Seru? 


[ Addreffed ] 

To  the  Right  Honob.le  the  Lords  of 

EdRandolph. 

\Endorfed  ] 

the  Committee  of  Trade  and 
Plantations  at 

Whitehall. 

N.  Hampfh.  30  Dec.  82. 

From  Mf  Randolph 
to  the  Comitte. 

Rec?  y?  i8l.h  May  1683. 

Edward 
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Edward  Randolph  to  Thomas  Hinckley. 

MaJJachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Collettio7is , Fourth  Series , Vol.  V.  p.  82. 

Bofton  Janry  22.  1682 

Honored  Sir,  I am  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  23d  of 
this  inftant,  his  majefty,  by  order  of  Council  of  20th  of  Sep- 
tember laft,  doth  bring  a quo  warratito  againft  this  charter, 
and  I am  ordered  to  come  to  England  to  attend  that  fer- 
vice  ; and  his  majefty  hath  ordered  the  agents  to  fend  home 
for  full  inftruCtions,  which  may  mitigate  the  proceedings  in 
England. 

I have  been  at  Pifcataqua,  where  Governor  Cranfield  is 
appointed  Chief  of  that  Province ; and  believe  in  a little  time 
that  of  Maine  will  be  added  to  his  government.  About  the 
23d  of  October  laft  I feized  there  a Scotch  veffel ; and  on 
the  2 1 ft  of  December  a court  was  called  to  try  her:  but  one 
Jeffrys  a Scotchman,  and  inhabitant  there,  contrived  her 
efcape  two  days  before  the  trial ; yet  was  fo  wicked  as  to  de- 
clare upon  oath  that  he  knew  nothing,  directly  or  indirectly,  of 
it ; but  the  contrary  was  made  [to]  appear  by  two  witneffes. 
H owever  the  veffel  was  gone ; yet  I proceeded  to  trial.  At 
firft  the  jury  againft  law  and  evidence  (as  is  practicable  here 
in  my  affairs)  bring  in  their  verdiCt  againft  the  King.  After- 
wards, finding  themfelves  in  great  error,  and  defire  leave  of 
the  court  to  amend  their  verdiCt,  which  was  granted,  the 
Ketch  was  condemned  and  fold  to  Jeffrys  for  ^120.  Mr 
Stileman,  captain  of  the  fort,  was  put  out  of  fort  and  council 
for  his  negleCt ; and  Mr.  Moode[y]  received  a fevere  check 
from  the  Governor  for  intermeddling  in  matters  of  govern- 
ment, 
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ment,  and  was  defired  to  forbear,  elfe  would  [ blank ] as  a 
difturber  of  the  peace  of  his  majeftys  Government.  Mr.  Wal- 
dron fits  very  uneafy,  having  done  very  ill  things.  Here  is 
a Generali  Court  called  on  the  firft  Wednefday  in  February 
to  confult  the  neceffaries  of  this  place.  It’s  believed  they 
will  not  intruft  their  agents  with  further  power,  but  commit 
their  charter  to  a fair  trial  at  law. 

I go  to  Pifcataqua  about  the  ioth  of  February;  return 
God  willing,  in  a fortnight’s  time.  ’T  will  be  very  neceftary 
that  I fee  you  in  Bofton  about  the  beginning  of  March  to 
ad  juft  the  matters  of  our  colony;  being  to  go  aboard  a fhip 
from  hence  about  the  middle  of  that  month.  I have  many 
papers  to  communicate,  and  fhall  be  ready  to  receive  your 
commands. 

I remain,  fir,  your  fervant, 

Ed.  Randolph 

From  Mr.  Rawfon’s  houfe  : who  is  very  ill  of  a cough,  the 
common  diftemper  of  this  place. 

MR  Randolphs  Letter  to  ye  Governor. 

State  Papers,  Colonial , Bundle  54  (125). 

Bofton  5 fifebruary  i68§. 

Hond  Sr 

In  anfwere  to  your  Honr.s  propofalls,  That  vpon  my  arriuall 
in  England  I fliould  not  aft  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  this 
Countrey,  I haue  firft  to  fay,  that  fuch  hath  beene  the  greate 
care  and  Juftice  att  Whitehall  in  all  the  proceedings  relating 
to  your  affaires  that  nothing  hath  beene  receiued  or  infilled 
upon  there,  But  what  hath  naturally  ariffen  from  fome  vn war- 
ranted 
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ranted  ad  of  your  Generali  Court,  or  upon  fome  greate  and 
continued  (I  will  not  fay  defigned)  negleCt  of  his  Majli?s 
Comands : in  his  feuerall  Letters  to  you,  to  which  I defire 
the  Generali  Court  will  now  bee  referred,  and  I belieue  upon 
their  impartiall  conhderacon  thereof,  itt  will  appeare,  that 
the  many,  and  repeated  expreffions  of  Loyalty,  Duty,  and 
Obedience,  abounding  in  all  your  letters  and  Addreffes  to 
his  Maj1!6,  haue  beene  vfed  only  to  protraCt  time  & to 
avoid  that  Regulation,  which  his  Maj*!6  from  the  firfl  difmif- 
fion  of  your  Agents  in  1662  intended  to  bee  made  in  your 
Gouerm!  and  the  Omiffion  therof  is  one  part  of  the  matters 
objected. 

When  Mr.  Stoughton  and  Mr.  Bulkly  your  late  Agents 
attended  at  Whitehall  they  forefaw  and  prudently  endea- 
uoured  to  obuiate  the  impending  danger  by  offering  in  be- 
halfe  of  the  Colony  6 Propofalls  upon  which  his  Maj*!6  was 
induced  to  beleiue  and  expeCt  a Regulation  would  bee  made 
by  your  felues  purfuant  to  his  Royall  Letters  bearing  date 
the  24  July  1679  containing  the  moft  materiall  things  men- 
tioned in  thofe  propofalls,  But  how  well  obferued  and  what 
impreffion  that  letter  made  upon  this  Gouernm!  your  Prefent 
Meffeng?  are  fhortly  to  account  for,  I haue  inclofed  you  a 
coppy  of  thofe  propofalls  that  you  may  know  they  are  upon 
Ricord  att  Whitehall. 

His  Majd?s  Royall  Letters  of  the  21  October  1681  (vpon 
my  produceing  Order  made  the  firft  of  October  1680  direct- 
ing me  to  pay  ioa  for  a fpeciall  Court  to  vouch  my  account 
for  payment  therof,  and  alfo  Mf  Atturney  Generalls  Opinion, 
that  that  Order  was  Illegal)  did  require  the  repayment  of 
thofe  fums  of  money  (fo  paid)  to  me,  fo  that  I know  I fhall 

haue 


Documents  and  Letters. 


223 


haue  liberty  to  demand  and  recouer  itt  of  your  meffeng?  in 
[Eng?]  altho’  hitherto  I haue  beene  delayed,  haueing  that 
opinion  to  J uftifie  my  demands,  which  becaufe  it  includes 
other  matters  of  neerer  concerne  to  the  Goum!  I alfo  out  of 
freindfliip  communicate  to  be  confidered  of,  that  your  mef- 
fengr.s  may  bee  prepared  to  make  an  anfvver  therunto. 

I know  many  of  your  Deputies  will  objeft  that  they  are 
not  to  bee  guided  by  one  mans  opinion  But  when  ’tis  re- 
in embred,  that  in  your  Laft  Addrefs  to  his  Majd.e  you  offer’d 
[by]  the  opinion  of  Sy  William  Jones  then  Atturney  Gen1! 
to  J uftifie  your  purchafe  of  the  Province  of  Maine  his 
opinion  likewife  in  other  matters  relating  to  fome  proceed- 
ings of  this  Goum!  is  receiued  att  the  Councill  Board  and 
allowed  of. 

What  will  your  meffengers  fay,  when  that  at  the  fame 
time  in  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majl!e  they  make  a large  enum- 
eration of  fuch  and  fo  many  bleffings  and  aduantages,  arife- 
ing  to  this  Colony  thro’  the  ffauour  of  his  MajtI3  Royall 
ffather  of  happy  memory  and  his  Majties  owne  propitious  in- 
clinations towards  you  ever  fince  his  happy  Reftauration, 
that  you  cannot  eafely  reprefent  or  exprefs  your  gratetude 
to  Almighty  God  or  your  obligacons  to  his  Maj11.6  for  the 
fame  and  conclude  your  addrefs  with  intreating  his  Maj*1.63 
Royall  fauour  in  the  acceptance  of  your  meffengers  prefent 
attendance  with  his  Majd.es  gracious  countenance  upon  you  his 
poore  Subjects  here,  intimating  how  gratefull  itt  would  bee 
to  you,  to  be  further  intrufied  with  the  care  of  this  his 
Majties  Gouerm!  when  att  the  fame  time  by  inftrudtions  giuen 
your  meffengers,  you  putt  very  little  confidence  in  his  Maj11.6 
or  the  Lords  of  his  moft  Honb!e  Priuy  Councill  as  appears 
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by  aduices  lately  come  to  my  hand  from  Whitehall,  which 
are  faithfully  tranfcribed  as  ffolls : “ The  Boftoners  will  finde 
they  haue  taken  wrong  meafures  not  confidering  that  they 
who  haue  once  Violated  the  Publick  faith  giuen  to  their 
Laft  Agents  are  to  bee  trufted  no  more,  their  prefent  mef- 
feng1?  haue  no  other  Authority  then  what  imployed  in  their 
addrefs  and  their  inflruftions  (to  vfe  their  owne  terms)  is  not 
to  concede  any  thing  that  may  infringe  the  liberty  etz5: 
graunted  them  by  his  Maj*1.63  chart  or  their  Gouerm!”  and 
now  will  not  all  the  World  belieue  that  you  adhere  more  to 
the  anfwere  of  your  Elders  deliuered  by  Mr  William  Hub- 
bard in  their  names  6:  January  1680  then  to  his  Maj11?3 
Royall  and  exprefs  Comands : as  by  a part  of  that  anfwere 
truly  tranfcribed  doth  appeare  viz!  “ wee  likewife  humbly 
conceiue  that  this  Honb!e  Court  ought  to  vfe  vtmoft  care  and 
caution  that  no  Agents  of  ours  fhall  adt  or  haue  power  to 
adt  any  thing  that  may  haue  the  leaft  tendency  towards 
yealding  up  or  weakening  this  Gouerm!  as  by  Patent  eflab- 
lifhed,  It  is  our  vndoubted  duty  to  abide  by  what  rites  and 
Priuiledges  the  Lord  our  God  in  his  mercifull  Prouidence 
hath  beftowed  upon  vs,  and  whateuer  the  Euent  may  bee 
the  Lord  forbid  that  wee  fhould  bee  any  way  adtiue  in  part- 
ing with  them.” 

One  thing  I think  neceffary  to  reminde  you  that  his 
Majde  by  fignefying  to  your  Meffengers  that  if  they  did  not 
procure  larger  power  from  you  in  order  to  a regulacon  in 
your  Gouerm!  his  Majde  would  caufe  a Quo  Warr1.0  to  bee 
brought  againft  your  Charter,  [’tis]  not  to  bee  vnderftood 
that  his  Majde  cannot  proceed  to  fuch  a regulation  without 
your  confent  ffor  his  Majde  hath  many  wayes  to  attaine  the 

good 
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good  ends  of  fuch  proceedure  whether  you  had  fent  any  mef- 
fengers  or  not  for  by  your  Charter  it  is  lawfull  for  his  Majli.e 
to  put  you  out  of  his  allegiance  and  protedion  upon  your 
ading  illegally  towards  his  Maj1:3  Subjeds  or  the  Subjeds  of 
any  fforaigne  Prince  in  Amity  etz*  What  Security  re- 
maines  to  you  to  be  continued  under  that  fauoure  doth  not 
yet  appeare  to  me,  after  fo  many  and  fo  open  difavowing, 
his  Map!6  your  Leige  Lord  and  Soueraigne  his  Royall  Com- 
mands and  Authority. 

By  the  Ads  of  trade  and  Nauigacon  You  are  admitted 
and  do  injoy  the  benefitt  of  trading  in  his  Maj*'?3  plantations 
equall  with  his  Subjeds  in  England,  But  it  is  alwayes  to  bee 
vnderftood,  no  longer  then  you  conforme  to  the  methods  of 
trade  laid  downe  in  thofe  Ads,  So  that  his  Majt5.e  may  alfo 
by  his  Royall  Proclamation  debarr  and  exclude  your  {hip- 
ping from  further  injoyment  of  that  liberty  fince  to  this  day 
thofe  Ads  haue  not  beene  owned  nor  obferued  in  this 
Colony. 

And  as  to  his  Maj^f3  bringing  a Quo  Warr\°  againft  your 
Charter  take  the  opinion  in  the  words  of  S'  William  Jones 
and  Sy  ffrancis  Winnington  upon  fome  papers  fent  to  them 
from  the  Right  Honb!e  the  Lords  of  the  Coihittee  of  trade  as 
ffollows  ; viz!  “ As  to  the  mifdemeanors  objeded  againft  the 
Corporation  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New  England  in 
manageing  their  Patent  Wee  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  fame 
can  be  proued  to  be  true  and  that  they  were  committed  fince 
the  Ad  of  Obliuion  they  do  containe  fufficient  matters  to 
avoid  the  Patent  but  that  cannot  otherwife  be  done  to  \_Jic\ 
but  by  a Quo  Warr*.0, — 'William  Jones  ffrah:  Winnington.” 
Now  as  to  the  Proof  required  that’s  eafy  to  bee  made  out 

VOL.  III.  29  Py 


226 


Edward  Randolph. 

by  the  Petition  of  your  late  Agents  deliuered  to  his  Maj*1.6 
on  behalfe  of  this  Gouerm!,  about  the  16  of  December 

l6?7* 

Certainly ’t  will  not  alwayes  prooue  fafe  ftill  to  go  on  upon 
a confidence  that  th$  whole  Countrey  will  affift  and  ftand  by 
you,  In  hopes  att  Laft  from  your  Numbers  to  obtaine  a 
generall  pardon.  As  to  the  Neighbouring  Colonies ’t  is  their 
intreft  to  bee  quiett  and  hold  a faire  correfpondance  att 
Whitehall,  the  Majority  of  the  freemen  with  a farr  greater 
number  of  the  vnfreemen  in  this  Colony  will  decline  when 
they  finde  themfelues  deluded,  But  efpecially  when  their 
eftates  muff  bee  accountable  for  the  mifcariages  of  their 
reprefentatiues  unlefs  his  Maj*!6  bee  the  more  mercifull  vnto 
them,  But  befides  this  his  Majt].e  is  well  informed  what  per- 
fons  in  the  prefent  gouerm!  haue  (as  farr  as  with  prudence 
they  could)  oppofed  the  matters  complained  of  fo  that  their 
Number  will  dwindle  to  a very  few,  Howeuer  (notwith- 
flanding  the  frequent  abufes  offered  to  me  and  mine,  wch 
I heartily  forgiue)  I fhall  not  bee  wanting  to  do  all  good 
offices  to  this  Countrey,  upon  their  humble  Submiffion  to 
his  Majll.e  firft  made,  And  endeauour  to  procure  his  Majd.s 
Royall  Pardon  to  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  Like- 
wife  for  the  continuance  of  the  free  Exercize  of  Liberty  of 
Confcience  in  matters  of  Religion,  And  Laftly  that  no 
mony  may  bee  raifed  in  this  Colony  but  by  the  confent  of 
the  people.  Thefe  I looke  upon  as  Effen daily  neceffary  to 
the  commun  Benefitt  of  this  Plantation,  As  for  other  oc- 
currences your  meffengers  are  attending  and  moft  proper  to 
folicite  on  y\  behalfe  Now  in  regard  thefe  papers  are  of 
Generall  concerne  pray  Lett  them  be  read  with  ye  inclofed 
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copyes  in  the  Generali  Court  this  next  Seffion,  and  you  will 
oblige  Your  Hon?5 

moft  Humble  Seruant 

Ed:  Randolph. 

To  the  Hond  Symon  Broadftreet  Efqf 
Gouf  of  the  Colony  of  the  Maffachufetts  T 
Bay  in  New  England. 

dd. 

\_Endorfed J Copy  of  a Letter  from 

Edward  Randolph  Collf  to 
GouT  Broadftreete  of  Bofton. 

Rec'l  ye  4 June  1683.  Mr  Randolph. 

Thomas  Danforth  to  Edward  Randolph. 

Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVII.  p.  55. 

Mr  Randolph.  Cambr.  2.  2 : 83 

Our  hond  Governor  not  coming  to  court  on  Saturday  laft, 
I had  not  opportunity  to  mention  to  him  that  matter  you 
fpake  to  me  off,  but  being  well  affured  of  his  Readinefs,  I do 
therfore  give  you  this  account. 

Sir,  you  are  now  committing  yor  felfe  to  God’s  protection 
upon  the  mighty  Teas.  I fliall  only  commend  & leave  with  you 
this  one  word  of  counfell.  If  God  doth  give  you  like  vifit  as 
he  did  to  Laban,  (Gen.  31.  24.)  be  not  worfe  than  he  appears 
to  be  (vers.  29).  God  hath  made  you  an  eye  & ear  witneffe 
of  the  fmcere  defire  of  this  poor  people,  with  whom  you 
have  Sojourned  fome  years,  to  ferve  God  & honour  the  King : 
refolve  not,  therefore,  to  be  an  enemy  to  them,  who  have 
done  you  no  wrong,  leaft  the  Lord  fay  of  you  as  is  expreffed 
Exod.  9.  16.  I beg  of  you  to  read  the  9 firft  verfes  of  the 
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ninth  of  A<fts,  & mufe  ferioufly  theron  in  ye  night  feafon ; 
when  you  feel  God’s  Holy  Spirit  communing  with  yo1  Soul. 

Excufe  me,  I beg  yr  pardon 

Thomas  Danforth. 


Randolph  to  Jenkins. 


State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  5 7. 


Right  Honble  Exiter,  May  29th  1683. 

In  obedience  to  an  Order  of  ye  Right  Honble  the  Lords  of 
the  Committee  for  Trade,  requiring  my  Coming  to  Eng*  I 
embarqued  upon  ye  firft  Ship  from  New  Eng*  & by  contrary 
winds  was  putt  into  Falmouth : am  now  Coming  for  White 
hall  with  all  Convenient  Speed. 

' I have  brought  over  with  me  in  Chaines  one  Edward 
Gove  an  Affembly  man  of  ye  Province  of  New  Hampfhier 
Condemn’d  for  High  Treafon  for  railing  a rebellion  in  that 
province.  I have  with  me  his  tryall  ligned  & atteded  by 
the  Judge  of  ye  Court,  as  alfo  many  papers  of  Concern  to 
his  Maties  affaires  which  I fhall  prefent  upon  my  arrivall,  & 
remaine  yr  Hon? 

mod:  humble  & mod  obedient  Servl 

Ed:  Randolph. 

\Endorfed~\  Exon.  29  May  83. 

Mr  Randolph  of  his 
being  Landed  with  Gove. 


\AddreJfed~\ 


Deliver . 


For  his  Maties  Speciall  Service. 
To  the  Right  Honbl.e 

Sr  Lionell  Jenkin  his  Mat!es 

Principall  Secry  of  State 
at  White  hall. 
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Articles  agT  ye  GomT  & Company  of  ye  Mass  Bay  in 

New  Eng°. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  54  (105),  4 June  1683. 

1.  They  haue  ereCted  a Publick  mint  in  Bofton  and  Coine 
money  with  their  Own  Impreffe. 

2.  They  impofe  upon  ye  Confciencyes  of  his  Ma*1?8  Sub- 
jects in  matters  of  Religion  by  their  Lawes  Ecclefiafticall 
being  repugnant  to  ye  Lawes  of  Eng'! 

3.  They  refufe  appeales  to  his  Matie  in  Councill  in  matters 
relating  to  ye  Crown. 

4.  They  impofe  Dutyes  & Cuftoms  vpon  goods  imported 
their  Colony  by  his  Ma1!3  Subjects  from  Eng1!  where  thofe 
goods  haue  paid  all  his  Mat13  dues. 

5.  They  levye  what  Rates  & taxes  they  pleafe  vpon  his 
Ma*!3  SubjeCts  inhabiting  their  Colony  altho’  not  free  of  their 
Company. 

6.  They  haue  in  oppofition  to  his  Mati3  lettrs  Pat1.3  fett  vp  a 
Navall  Office  altho’  no  fuch  power  is  granted  them  in  their 
Charter. 

7.  They  affume  a power  of  Making  freemen  not  allowed 
& otherwife  then  their  Charter  dire6ts. 

8.  They  haue  ereCted  Courts  of  Admiralty. 

9.  They  haue  refufed  a legall  tryall  in  their  Courts  in  a 
Caufe  relating  to  his  Made 

10.  They  haue  imprifoned  his  Maties  Officers  for  doing 
their  Dutyes  & refufed  the  Plea  of  Gen1!  iffue  when  Offred  in 
their  Defence. 

11.  They  haue  forced  his  Mad?3  Officer  to  pay  money  in 
their  Courts  before  he  Could  be  admitted  to  profecute  on 

his 
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his  Mat5f  behalfe  no  Law  or  Order  of  Gen11.  Court  warranting 
ye  Same. 

12.  They  haue  putt  Seuerall  perfons  to  Death  for  Breach 
of  their  Lawes  No  power  granted  by  Charter  for  fo  Doing. 

13.  They  haue  impofed  illegall  oaths  vpon  his  Mah65  Sub- 
jects Inhabiting  ye  Colony. 

14.  They  haue  Caufed  fome  of  the  Inhabitants  to  figne 
a Mutinous  addreffe  to  his  Ma*!6  altho’  the  belt  perfons  of 
eftates  in  the  Colony  haue  refufed. 

15.  They  haue  raifed  great  Sums  of  money  vpon  the 
Nonfreemen  to  purchafe  for  themfelues  the  Province  of 
Maine. 

16.  They  haue  not  yet  fuffred  his  Mat5.es  lett'f  Patents  to 
be  publickly  read  in  their  Courts  at  tyme  of  tryall  of  Caufes 
relating  to  his  Ma ‘i3  Cuftoms. 

17.  They  haue  not  owned  the  ACt  for  preventing  frauds 
made  in  ye  14^  of  ye  King  nor  the  A6t  for  better  fecuring 
the  Plantation  trade  made  in  ye  25*  of  ye  King  to  be  ye 
Lawes  of  their  Colony. 

\^EndorfedP\  Articles  ag!  ye 

Governm!  of  Bofton. 

Rec'l  4 June  1683. 

M'  Randolph. 


Edward  Gove  to  Randolph,  requesting  his  aid. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  57,  11  June,  1683. 

H’ono'?  S' 

I make  bold  to  trouble  you  with  my  affaires,  who  are  a 
perfon  that  know  my  circumftances  very  well ; I having  lit- 
tle 
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tie  hope  but  from  his  Mal,.es  mercy  defire  you  will  do  me  the 
favour  to  petition  the  King  for  my  pardon,  you  know  my 
cafe  and  what  to  vrge  in  my  behalfe,  had  I known  the  lawes 
of  the  land  to  be  contrary  to  what  was  don,  I would  never 
have  don  it,  you  may  well  think,  I was  ignorant  of  any  law 
to  ye  contrary  fince  for  14  or  15  yeares  paft,  the  fame  thing 
hath  been  don  every  yeare  and  no  notice  at  all  taken  of  it. 
Sr  if  you  can  prevayle  with  his  Ma‘ie  to  pardon  me  I will  en- 
deavour by  all  the  adlions  of  the  reft  of  my  life,  to  deferve  it ; 
and  make  appear  to  the  world  that  as  I am  now  heartily  forry 
for  having  offended  his  Ma‘r,  fo  for  the  time  to  come  I fhall 
by  all  imaginable  fervices  atteff  my  loyalty  to  the  King  to  the 
vtmoft  of  my  power.  I have  further  to  requeft  of  you  (if  it 
may  not  be  inconvenient)  that  you  will  pleas  to  affift  me 
with  fome  money  in  my  neceffity,  and  (as  farr  as  my  promife 
may  fignify  in  the  cafe)  do  promife  that  whatever  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  furnifh  me  withall  here,  you  fhall  take  it  out 
of  my  effate  in  New  England.  Thefe  things  I defire  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  do  for  me,  whereby  you  will  do  me  great 
adfs  of  charity  and  alwayes  obleidge  me  to  remain 

Honor?  Sr  To  Comand  to  my  poure 

Edward  Goue. 

Tower.  11  June  1683. 

\_Addrejfjfed~\  To  his  Honor?  ffreind 

Edward  Randolph  Efqr  att  the 
Plantation  Office 

Thefe. 

\_Endorfed~\  From  ye  Convi6t  of  New  Engtd 

to  Mf  Randolph,  reed  17  Jun.  83. 
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New  England. 
Agents. 

present  an 
Address  from 
the  Colony  to 
the  King. 


Randolph  states  that  Massachusetts  intends  to 

DEFEND  HER  CHARTER  AT  LAW. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book , Journal Board  of  Trade , 107  (167). 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantations 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Tuefday  the  12^  of  June  1683. 

Prefent:  Ld  Archbp  of  Cantry,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Prefi- 
dent,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Earl  of  Rochefter,  Earl  of  Craven, 
Ld  B?  of  London,  Lord  Dartmouth,  Mr  Chancr  of  ye  Ex- 
cheqr,  Mr  Godolphin. 

Mr  Jofeph  Dudley  and  Mr  John  Richards 
Agents  for  the  Colony  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay, 
being  called  in,  Prefent  to  their  Lops  an  Addrefs 
from  that  Colony  to  his  Majefty  figned  by  the 
Governor  of  Bofton,  which  being  read  the  Agents  produce 
a Commiffion  from  the  Maffachufets,  in  purfuance  of  an 
Order  of  Council  dated  the  20^  of  Sept!  laft,  which  being 
read,  Their  Lops  take  notice  that  the  Agents  are  thereby 
impowred  jointly  and  not  feveraly  to  attend  His  Majefty  in 
the  Regulation  of  that  Government. 

Whereupon  Mr  Randolph  is  called  in  who  being  lately 
Mr  Randolph  arrived  from  New  England  informs  their  Lop.s 

says, 

SLSSvedhtoets  that  it  had  been  refolved  by  the  Council  there 
Charter.  that  they  would  defend  their  Charter  by  Law,  in 

cafe  His  Maty  fhould  think  fit  to  bring  a Quo  Warranto 
againft  it  and  that  they  would  not  make  any  Surrender  to 
His  Maty  nor  intruft  their  Agents  with  fuch  Powers  as  were 
required  from  them. 

Mr 
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Articles  against  Mr  Randolph  does  alfoe  prefent  a paper  of 
ye  Massachusets.  ^rticies  againfl  the  Maffachufets  which  are  read, 

fetting  forth 

1.  Firft  that  they  execute  ye  Powers  of  their  Charter 
otherwife  and  in  other  places  than  directed. 

2.  That  they  make  and  exercife  Laws  repugnant  to  the 
Laws  of  England. 

3.  That  they  levy  mony  upon  His  Maty’s  fubjedls  not  free 
of  the  Company. 

4.  That  they  impofe  an  Oath  of  fidelity,  to  themfelves, 
upon  all  Inhabitants  among  them. 

5.  That  they  refufe  His  Maty’s  fubjedls  the  benefit  of 
Tryal  by  Jurys  in  Civil  Caufes,  Nor  will  they  take  Depofi- 
tions  in  matters  relating  to  their  Government,  And  that 
they  deny  to  deliver  Copies  of  Records  in  Appeals  before 
His  Ma ty 

6thly  They  difcountenance  the  Adis  of  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion and  refufe  to  publifh  the  Statute  of  the  14th  of  the  King 
for  preventing  of  frauds,  and  the  Statute  of  the  25th  of  the 
King  for  fecuring  the  Plantation-Trade,  as  alfoe  His  Maty’s 
Proclamation  for  obfervation  of  the  Adis  of  Trade  in  the 
Plantations.  That  they  refufe  to  admit  Appeals  to  His 
Majefly  in  Council  in  matters  relating  to  the  Cufloms. 

That  they  imprifon  His  Maty’s  Officers  for  doing  their 
duty,  not  allowing  them  to  plead  the  general  Iffue  according 
to  the  14^  of  the  King. 

That  they  have  fet  up  a Naval  Office  in  oppofition  to  His 
Maty’s  Commiffion. 

That  they  impofe  Ten  pounds  for  every  fpecial  Court  in 
Tryals  relating  to  his  Maty’s  Cufloms. 


VOL.  in.  — 30 
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7ly  They  impofe  Cuftom  upon  all  Commoditys  from  Eng- 
land and  His  Maty’s  Plantations. 

8'.y  That  they  have  oppofed  four  of  His  Majefty’s  Com- 
miffions  under  the  Great  Seal  not  permitting  them  to  bee 
executed.  And  have  proclamed  That  the  General  Court 
is  the  Supreme  Judicature  of  that  Province,  and  that  the 
Commiflioners  (appointed  by  His  Majefty  in  the  year  1664) 
pretending  to  hear  Appeals  is  a breach  of  their  Priviledges. 
That  they  received  wth  exceeding  great  civility  Goff  and 
Whaley,  two  of  the  Murtherers  of  His  late  Maty,  one  of 
whom  declared  among  them  that  if  what  hee  had  done 
againfl  the  King  were  yet  to  bee  done,  hee  would  doe  it 
again. 


9thly  That  they  have  not  adminiftred  the  Oaths  of  Alle- 
giance and  Supremacy  to  the  King’s  fubje&s  there. 
ioly  They  have  ereCted  a Court  of  Admiralty. 
nly  They  deny  the  Sacraments  to  all  who  are  not  of  their 
Congregational  way,  and  doe  not  admit  them  to  any  Publick 
Truft. 

I2ly  That  they  Coin  Money. 

The  Agents  want  Whereupon  their  Lops,  finding:  the  Agents  not 

power  to  consent  1 o o 

to  a Regulation.  ^ uly  impowred  by  their  Commiffion  to  confent  to 
fuch  regulation  of  their  Government  as  fhall  bee  thought  fit 
according  to  His  Maty’s  directions,  Doe  agree  to  Report  that 

a Quo  warranto  Mr  Attorney  bee  Ordered  to  bring  a Quo  War- 
to  be  brought.  ran|-0  againfl  the  Privileges  of  their  Charter, 

And  that  fuch  Papers  and  Evidencies  as  shall  bee  needful 
Mr  Attorney  to  'm  this  Cafe  bee  fent  to  Mr  Attorney  for  his  better 

bee  informed.  • r . • .f  • 

information  therein. 

The  Agents  on  behalf  of  the  Lord  Baltemore  and  Mr  Pen 


are 
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are  called  in  and  Council  learned  being  heard  on  both  Tides, 
the  Question  is  dated  between  them,  viz,  Whether 
in  the  year  1632  \_Jic\  the  Dutch  were  poffeffed 
of  the  Lands  claimed  by  Mr  Pen,  wch  Mr  Pen's 
Agent  undertakes  to  prove  in  a diort  time. 
And  their  Lops  will  then  take  this  matter  into  further 
confideration. 


The  Question 
stated. 
Whether  ye 
Dutch  were 
possessed  in 
1682  [fzV] . 


Report  for  a Quo  Warranto  against  Massachusetts. 

Majfachufetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  298. 

At  the  Court  at  Hampton  Court  the  1 3th  of  June  1683.  By 
the  Kings  moft  Exc!  Maly  and  the  Lords  of  His  MalP 
mod  Honob.le  Privy  Council. 

The  Right  Honb.le  the  Lords  of  ye  Committee  for  Trade  @ 
fforeign  Plantations  having  this  day  prefented  to  the  Board 
a Report  in  y?  words  following,  viz: 

May  it  pleafe  yor  Maly  &c. 

Which  having  been  read  @ confidered  at  y?  Board  His 
Maty  was  pleafed  to  approve  thereof  and  did  order  that 
Sf  Robert  Sawyer  Kn*  His  MaT*  Attorney  General  doe 
forthwith  bring  a Quo  Warranto  againd  the  faid  Govi-  and 
Comp*  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  for  the  abufes  of  their 
Charter  as  is  advifed  in  the  Taid  Report.  And  for  the  more 
effectual  profecution  thereof  Mr.  Randolph  is  hereby  required 
to  attend  His  Matyrs  faid  Attorney  with  fuch  Articles,  Wit- 
nedes  and  proofs,  as  hee  is  able  to  produce  againd  the  faid 
Government 

John  Nicholas. 
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Randolph’s  Complaint. 

Majfachufetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  294.  13  June  1683. 16 

To  the  Kings  moft  excellent  Maj?6 

The  humble  petition  of  E.  Randolph  Colledtor  of  yr.  Matys 

Collony  in  N.  Eng? 

Sheweth  that  yT.  petn.r  for  about  7 yeares  laft  paft  in  his 
attending  yf  MaT  Service  in  N.  Eng?  hath  with  great  charge 
& expence  encountered  many  difficultyes  & hazards  in  order 
to  bring  y?  Goum!  of  Boflon  to  a due  regulation  & conform- 
ity to  yr.  Mat!.es  lawes  and  authority  which  notwithstanding  all 
yy  Mat!.es  Commands  Contained  in  yy  feverall  Royall  letters 
they  have  continually  negledted: 

That  the  20l?  of  Sep!  laft  paft  yy  Maty  was  pleafed  to  order 
in  Councill  their  Agents  forthwith  to  procure  fufficient  Com- 
miffion  & full  power  to  agree  upon  ye  regulation  of  that 
Gouermy  & in  cafe  of  negledt  of  failure  in  the  perticulars 
therein  mentioned  yy  Maty  would  caufe  a Writt  of  Quo 
Ward.0  to  be  brought  ag!  their  Charter  and  yf  faid  pety  was 
alfo  directed  to  come  over  into  Eng?  to  attend  yy  Mat5.es  fer- 
vice  in  the  faid  regulation  or  to  profecute  ye  fd  Q.  War!  in  cafe 
yefaid  Agents  fhould  not  procure  full  power  as  was  directed. 

that  ye  Gou!  of  Boflon  not  complying  with  the  fignifica- 
tion  of  yr  Ma*1?5  pleafure  contained  in  y?  fd.  order  yy  Maty  was 
pleafed  to  diredt  a Quo  War!  to  be  brought  ag!  their  charter 
and  yy  Pety  was  ordered  to  attend  My  Atturney  Gen1!  with 
fuch  Articles  witneffes  & proofes  as  hee  could  produce  a g! 

yf  fd  Gou!  now 

15  Not  dated  but  entered  as  of  13  June,  1683. 
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Now  for  as  much  as  y?  fd  Pet!”  at  his  own  charge  hath 
brought  over  witneffes  from  N.  E.  & procured  full  proofes 
to  make  out  the  feverall  charges  contained  in  certain  Arti- 
cles of  high  Mifdemenour  exhibited  ag*  yf  fd  Goul  & hath 
likewife  folicited  & obtained  a Quo  Warr1.0  now  ready  to  be 
executed  againft  the  faid  Charter 

yr.  petnf  therefore  humbly  prayes  that  yr.  Maty  would  be 
pleafed  to  take  into  yr.  Royall  confederation  the  great  ex- 
pence & Ioffes  by  him  fuftained  and  to  order  fome  neceffary 
allowance  whereby  hee  may  be  enabled  to  attend  your  Matys 
fervice  in  the  effedtuall  profecution  of  yf  faid  Quo  Ward.0 

And  etc. 


Petition  of  Randolph  to  the  King. 

Majfachujetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  296.  13  June,  16S3.16 

To  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Ma'!e  the  humble  Petition  of 

Edwd  Randolph. 

Sheweth  that  for  preventing  the  great  decay  & Ioffe  arif- 
ing  to  yx.  Maties  Cuftomes  & the  trade  of  this  Kingdome  by 
the  unlawfull  trading  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New  Engd  your 
Ma1!6  was  pleafed  in  Councill  to  order  & appoint  yr.  Petnr.  to 
be  Collector  Surveyor  & fearcher  in  all  the  Colonyes  in 
that  plantation  & for  the  better  performing  that  office  hee 
hath  received  severall  letters  of  inflrudiions  figned  by  yf 
Commrf  of  yr  Mall.es  Cuftomes  to  putt  the  A6ts  of  trade  & 
navigation  in  execution  in  that  country,  ffor  avoideing 
all  difputes  & troubles  for  the  future  upon  that  place  under 

colour 

16  Not  dated  but  entered  as  of  13  June,  1683. 
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colour  of  unlimited  priveledges  granted  by  Charter  or  upon 
any  pretended  defedt  in  y\  Petnr.s  Authority  or  upon  any 
\torn  out ] may  happen  in  the  manager^  of  yr.  Ma“.es  Cuftomes 
\torn  out\  petn!  & his  Deputyes  may  be  obftrudted  in  the 
due  execution  of  their  truft, 

y\  Petn!  humbly  prayes  yf  Ma?6  to  take  the  premiffes  into 
y\  Royall  Confideration  and  by  Commiffion  under  the  great 
Seale  of  Eng?  to  authorize  & enable  him  to  putt  in  execu- 
tion the  faid  Articles  of  Inftrudiions  purfuant  to  the  Adts 
of  Trade  & Navigation.  And  to  performe  the  office  of  Col- 
ledtor  etc : And  alfo  to  take  & receive  fuch  ufuall  ffees  & 
perquifites  upon  the  fhipping  trading  in  thofe  Colonyes  as 
are  paid  to  the  cuftome  officers  in  yr.  Mat!?s  other  Plantations 
for  and  towards  the  defraying  fuch  incident  charges  as  will 
arife  upon  the  execution  of  this  place 

\Endorfed ] To  the  right  Honb.le  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury. 

Your  Lordf?s  are  defired  to  confider  what  inconvenience  will 
arife  upon  granting  the  Petnf  fuch  authority  & powers  as  are 
prayed  in  this  petition  & to  report  accordingly 

P.  Lloyd. 


Pet1!  of  M*  Randolph. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  54  (187),  28  June,  1683. 

Read  17  July  83. 

To  the  King’s  Moft  Exc!  Ma^ 

The  humble  Peticon  of  Edward  Randolph  in  ye  name 
of  divers  Planters  & others  your  Mal!s  loyall  Subjedts 
inhabiting  the  Maffachufetts  Colony  in  New  Eng- 
land 
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land  That  no  money  may  be  levied  towards  the 
charge  of  defending  ye  Charter  upon  fuch  as  are  will 
[A]  to  fubmit, 

Sheweth 

That  the  Govf  & Company  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  in 
New  England  haue  for  many  years  levyed  great  Summs  of 
Mony  upon  your  Mal?  Subjects  inhabiting  that  Colony, 
altho’  not  ffreemen  of  their  Company  wch  according  to  the 
Opinion  of  Sr  Robert  Sawyer  your  Ma‘!s  Attorny  Gen1!  is  not 
warranted  by  their  Charter. 

That  during  the  time  of  their  late  Agents  attending  your 
Maty,  there  was  brought  to  account  att  their  return  home 
confiderable  Summes  of  mony  for  their  Difburfements  & 
Charges  in  anfwering  the  Complaints  brought  a g3t  them 
here  for  Contempt  of  your  Ma‘.s  Authority  & Oppreffion  of 
divers  of  yr.  Maf3  good  Subjects. 

That  befides  two  Rates  collected  thro’  the  whole  Colony 
for  defraying  the  Expence  of  their  prefent  Agents,  They 
upon  Notice  of  your  Maf3  Intentions  to  Order  M!"  Attorny 
Generali  to  bring  a Quo  Warranto  ag3t  them  for  their  High 
Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors,  Haue  att  their  Gen1!  Court  held 
at  Bofton  in  March  laft  laid  a Rate  of  iooo1'  more  upon  the 
whole  Colony  to  carry  on  their  Solicitations  ag3t  your  Ma*.3 
Prerogative  and  the  Rights  of  the  Crown  : Of  all  wc.h  Sums 
the  Gov!-  and  Company  pay  not  the  8th  penny,  but  the  great- 
eft  part  of  fuch  expence  is  born  either  by  Non-ffreemen  or 
by  thofe  who  are  ready  to  conform  to  your  Maty.’s  Royall 
Pleafure. 

Now  forafmuch  as  your  Maty  hath  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
by  your  Order  in  Councill  bearing  date  the  13th  of  this  in- 
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ftant  June  to  direct  Mr  Attorny  Generali  to  bring  a Quo 
Warranto  agst  their  Charter;  for  the  avoyding  of  wc.h  it’s  to 
be  feared  Thofe  Magiftrates  will  lay  new  Taxes  upon  the 
people  to  hinder  what  is  moft  defired  by  many  of  them,  wc.h 
is  their  more  immediate  dependance  upon  the  Crown  and 
Submiffion  to  fuch  regulation  as  your  Ma7  fliall  pleafe  to 
diredt  in  reference  to  their  governm* 

It’s  therefore  humbly  prayed  that  your  Maf3  Order  may 
be  fignifyed  to  that  Corporation  that  no  Mony  bee  levyed  on 
fuch  as  are  not  ffreemen  ; Nor  upon  fuch  of  the  ffreemen 
who  are  willing  to  furrender  their  Charter,  Nor  that  any 
Mony  iffue  out  of  the  Publick  flock  of  that  Corporation  to 
defray  the  Expence  of  defending  the  fd  Charter,  but  that  all 
thofe  who  are  queftioned  in  ye  Quo  Warranto,  or  fliall  go 
about  to  maintain  ye  Suite  againft  your  Ma*y  fhall  make 
their  defence  att  their  own  particular  Charge  without  {pend- 
ing any  part  of  the  Publick  Stock  wch  has  been  already 
levyed  upon  thofe  who  are  willing  to  furrender  their  Charter 
unto  your  Maty  as  hath  been  in  the  like  cafe  formerly  di- 
rected in  Councill  by  the  Order  hereunto  annexed  when  the 
Charter  of  the  Neighbouring  Colony  of  Virginia  was  in  ye 
fame  manner  for  mifdemeanors  brought  into  Queftion  and 
accordingly  vacated  by  your  Maf3  Writt  of  Quo  Warranto. 

And  your  Pet!  fliall  ever  pray  &c. 

[ \Enclofed~\  8*!1  December  1683. 

There  was  this  day  read  att  the  Board  a Peticon  in  the 
name  of  fundry  Adventurers  & Planters  of  the  Virginia 
Plantations  complaining,  that  whereas  fundry  of  them  are 

willing 


Documents  and  Letters. 


241 


willing  to  furrender  up  their  Patent  for  point  of  Governm! 
His  Ma^  taking  care  to  preferue  euery  particular  man’s  In- 
tered  as  hath  been  required  by  His  Ma*.y  And  that  divers 
others  of  the  faid  Company  refufing  to  conform  themfelves 
to  His  Ma1’8  Pleafure  are  proceeded  againd  by  1VP  Attorny 
Generali  by  a Writt  of  Quo  Warranto.  That  yet  they  haue 
lately  made  this  Order  in  Court  that  the  Charge  of  their 
defence  fhall  be  born  by  the  publick  dock  to  the  prejudice  (as 
is  conceived)  of  thofe  others  who  are  willing  to  furrender  up 
their  Patent  Itt  was  this  Day  Ordered  That  all  thofe  who 
are  quedioned  in  the  faid  Quo  Warranto  fhall  make  their 
defence  att  their  own  particular  charge  without  any  help  or 
the  fpending  any  part  of  the  publick  Stock  in  that  Cafe  ; 
And  that  fuch  as  are  willing  to  furrender  diall  be  difcharged 
from  all  Contribution  towards  the  Expence  of  the  fd  Suite 
both  in  their  perfons  and  their  Goods. 

\_Endorfed~\  Petition  of 

Edw:  Randolph. 

Reed  28  Juny  1683. 
read  at  Councill  July  11.  83. 

Read  17  July  83. 

Memorial  addressed  to  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

New  England  Hijlorical  Genealogical  Regijler , Vol.  XXXVII.  p.  267,  11  July, 

1683. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace 

Forafmuch  as  upon  the  newes  of  the  Quo  Warrt0  againd 
New  England  fome  malicious  people  may  be  apt  to  infufe 
falfe  and  feditious  infinuations  into  the  minds  of  the  people 

touching  His  Majedies  Pleafure  of  the  neceffary  Settlement 
vol.  in.  — 31  of 
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of  that  Country  and  bringing  the  people  to  an  imediate 
dependance  upon  the  Crown. 

Its  humbly  propofed  that  fome  Declaration  from  his 
Majefty  of  their  liberties  and  properties  being  preferved 
unto  them  upon  this  change  of  Government  whereby  the 
people  will  be  eafily  induced  to  furrender  their  Charter  or  to 
fubmit  to  fuch  regulations  and  limitations  of  their  Charter 
as  His  Majefty  (hall  prefcribe  and  that  in  order  hereunto 
fome  perfon  may  be  immediately  appointed  to  carry  over 
fuch  Declaration  with  the  Quo  Warrt°  (as  hath  been  form- 
erly done  upon  vacating  the  Originall  Charter)  and  that 
fome  fmall  Frigott  may  be  ordered  to  attend  that  Service. 

I am  certainly  informed  that  ye  Maremaid  Frigott  is  fud- 
dainly  bound  for  Barbadoes.  It  will  not  bee  above  a fort- 
nights Sayle  out  of  her  way  to  touch  at  Bofton  and  carry 
over  the  perfon  appointed  by  His  Majefty  which  will  give  a 

great  credit  to  the  whole  bufinefs. 

July  11.  1683. 


Randolph  presents  Petition,  &c.  Alterations  proposed. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry  Book , 107,  p.  173. 

At  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Tuefday  the  if}  of  July  1683. 

Prefent : IA  Archb?  of  Cantr.y,  Lord  Prefident,  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Earl  of  Chefter- 
feild,  Earl  of  Peterborow,  L'?  Bp.  of  London,  Earl  of  Aylef- 
bury,  Earl  of  Rochefter,  Mr  Chanel  of  ye  Excheqr  Sr  Tho : 
Chicheley. 


A 
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New  England.  A Petition  with  other  Papers  deP  by  My  Ran- 

Petnof  dolph  read,  fetting  forth  that  the  Company  of  the 
Mr  Randolph.  Maffadi ufets- Bay  in  New  England  levy  money 

The  Massachusets  contrary  to  Law  vpon  the  Inhabitants  not  Free 

raise  mony  con-  J 1 

trarytoLaw.  0f  the  Company;  That  vpon  notice  of  a Quo 

for  Defence  of  Warranto  to  bee  brought  againft  their  Charter  a 
their  charter.  raj.e  One  thoufand  pounds  has  been  laid  vpon 

the  Colony  to  carry  on  the  Sollicitations  of  their  Agents 

Prayed  that  it  againft  the  Quo  Warranto.  Wherefore  hee  prays 
may  bee  ordered.  jy[ajefj-y’s  Order  may  bee  fignified  to  the  Maf- 

fachufets  that  noe  money  bee  levied  vpon  the  Inhabitants 
TL  u . not  freemen,  nor  vpon  fuch  freemen  as  are  will- 

render  bee  freedr"  ing  1°  Surrender  their  Charter.  And  that  noe 
from  contribution.  iffuec[  0ut  of  the  Publick  Stock  to  de- 

fray the  Charge  of  their  Defence,  but  that  all  thofe  who  are 
queftioned  in  the  Quo  Warranto  or  fliall  goe  about  to  main- 
tain the  fuit  againft  His  Ma^  fliall  make  their  defence  at 
their  own  particular  charge  as  in  the  like  cafe  was  directed 
in  Council  when  the  Charter  of  Virginia  was  in  the  fame 
manner  queftioned.  My  Randolph  does  likewife  propofe 
that  a Declaration  bee  iffued  by  His  Majefty  to  that  Colony 
fignifying  that  their  Libertys  and  Propertys  fliall  bee  pre- 
ferved  vnto  them ; That  fome  perfon  may  bee  appointed  to 
carry  over  fuch  a Declaration  ; And  that  a fmall  frigat  bee 
T , Ordered  to  attend  that  Service.  Whereupon  their 

Inquiry  to  bee  l 

hboundatpfy'fat  Lop.s  diredl  enquiry  to  bee  made  whether  the  Mer- 
westind.es.  m2i\d  or  any  other  of  His  Majefty’s  Frigats  bee 

fuddenly  bound  for  the  Weft  Indies,  for  what  place,  and  how 
foon  they  may  bee  ready  to  fail. 

And  their  Lo?s  defire  My  Attorney  General  to  prepare  a 

Declaration 
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befprlparedby0  Declaration  fignifying  His  Majefty’s  Pleafure, 
h?g  ^e°privat^av"  that  the  privat  Interefts  and  Propertys  of  all 
persons,  &c.  perfons  within  that  Colony  fhall  bee  continued 
and  preferved  vnto  them.  Soe  that  noe  man  fhall  re- 
ceive any  prejudice  in  his  Freehold  or  Eftate  by  the 
profecution  of  their  Charter.  And  that  in  cafe  that  Cor- 
poration fhall,  before  the  iffue  of  the  Quo  Warranto,  make 
an  entire  fubmiffion  to  His  Maty’s  Pleafure,  His  Maty  will  then 
regulate  their  Charter  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  bee  for  His 
Service  and  the  good  of  the  Colony  without  any  other 
alterations  than  fuch  as  His  Ma^  fhall  find  neceffary  for  the 
better  fupport  of  the  Government  there.  That  if  fuch  en- 
tire fubmiffion  bee  not  agreed  on,  fuch  as  are  queftioned  in 
the  faid  Quo  Warranto  are  to  make  their  defence  at  their 
own  particular  Charge  without  fpending  any  part  of  the 
Publick  Stock,  that  fuch  as  are  not  Freemen  or  willing  to 
fubmit  to  His  Majefty’s  Pleafure  fhall  bee  difcharged  from 
all  Contribution  towards  th’expence  of  the  Suit  againft 
His  Maty  both  in  their  perfons  & in  their  Goods. 

Their  Lop.s  likewife  order  that  M"  Attorney 
bee  attended  with  fuch  Books  and  Papers  as  re- 
late to  this  matter  or  to  former  proceedings  when  a Quo 
Warranto  was  brought  againft  the  Charter  of  Virginia. 

And  their  Lops  agree  to  move  His  Maty  that  My  Randolph 
bee  ordered  to  carry  the  Notification  of  the  Quo  Warranto 
to  New  England.  And  that,  for  the  better  countenancing 
him  therein,  hee  may  be  tranfported  to  Bofton  by  the  Mer- 
maid or  any  other  Frigat  bound  to  America. 


Mr  Attorney  to 
bee  informed. 


Order 
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Order  of  Councill  for  Randolph  to  carry  Quo 

Warranto. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  54  (48). 

Att  the  Court  att  Whitehall 
the  2ot.h  of  July  1683. 

Prefent:  The  Kings  Moft  Excellent  Maty,  L?  Archbp  of 
Canterbury,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Prefident,  Lord  Privy  Seale, 
Duke  of  Ormond,  Duke  of  Albermarle,  Earle  of  Peterbor- 
row,  Earle  of  Sunderland,  Earle  of  Clarendon,  Earle  of  Bath, 
Earle  of  Craven,  Earle  of  Alefbury,  Earle  of  Conway,  Vif 
count  Falconberg,  Lord  Bifhop  of  London,  Lord  Dartmouth, 
Mr  Chancillour  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr  Chancillour  of  the 
Dutchy. 

The  Right  Honb.le  the  Lords  of  the  Comittee  for  Trade 
and  Forreign  Plantations  haueing  this  day  prefented  to  the 
Board  a Report  concerning  New  England  together  with  the 
Draught  of  a declaration  from  his  Ma*.y  to  the  Governour 
and  Company  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  upon  iffueing  a Quo 
Warranto  againft  the  Charter  of  that  Collony:  and  the  faid 
report  and  Decleration  being  read  and  Conlidered  att  the 
Board,  Itt  was  Ordered  as  itt  is  hereby  Ordered  that  Mr 
Edward  Randolph  be  fent  to  New  England  with  the  Notifi- 
cation of  the  faid  Quo  Warranto  which  he  is  to  deliver  to 
the  faid  Governour  and  Company  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay : 
And  one  of  his  Mal!s  Principall  Secrys  of  State  is  likewife 
to  prepare  the  faid  Decleration  for  his  Ma‘?  Signature;  in 
Order  to  bee  fent  to  new  England  and  dellivered  to  the 
Governour  and  Company  by  the  faid  Edward  Randolph  as 

aforefaid. 
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aforefaid.  And  itt  is  hereby  further  Ordered  that  his  Ma*.3 
Printers  do  forthwith  print  and  delliver  unto  the  faid  Edward 
Randolph  two  hundred  Copies  of  the  aforefaid  Decleration, 
as  allfo  one  hundred  Copies  of  all  the  proceedings  att  the 
Councill  Board  concerning  the  Charter  of  London,  wc.h  were 
printed  by  Order  of  his  Maty  att  this  Board  to  be  difperfed 
by  him  in  New  England  as  he  fhall  think  beft  for  his  Mai3 
Service. 

Phi  LLoyd. 

[Annexed] 

Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  france  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  faith 
&c*  To  all  to  whom  thefe  pTents  fhall  come  or  may  in  any 
wife  concerne  Greeting.  Altho’  wee  haue  thought  fit  to 
iffue  Our  Writ  of  Quo  Warranto  againft  the  Charter,  and 
priviledges  claimed  by  the  Governour  and  Company  of  the 
Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New  England  by  reafon  of  fome  crimes 
and  mifdemeanours  by  them  comitted,  Yet  Our  Royall  Will 
and  pleafure  is  And  Wee  doe  hereby  declare  That  the  priv- 
ate Interefts  & proprietyes  of  all  perfons  wthin  that  Our  Col- 
ony fhall  be  continued  and  pTerved  unto  them,  fo  that  noe 
man  fhall  receive  any  prjudice  in  his  freehold  or  Efiate,  And 
that  in  Cafe  the  fayd  Corporation  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay 
fhall,  before  further  profecution  had  upon  the  fayd  Quo 
Warranto,  make  a full  fubmiffion  & entire  Refignation  to 
Our  pleafure,  Wee  will  then  regulate  their  Charter  in  fuch 
manner,  as  fhall  be  for  Our  fervice  and  ye  Good  of  that  Our 
Colony  wthout  any  other  alterations  then  fuch  as  Wee  fhall 
find  neceffary  for  the  better  fupport  of  Our  Goverment 
there,  And  Wee  doe  hereby  further  declare  and  diredl  that 

all 
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all  thofe  perfons  who  are  queftioned  in  or  by  the  fayd  Quo 
Warranto,  and  fhall  goe  about  to  maintain  the  fuite  againft 
Us,  fhall  make  their  defence  at  their  own  particular  charge, 
wthout  any  helpe  by,  or  fpending  any  part  of  the  publique 
ftocke  of  our  fayd  Colony,  And  that  afwell  thofe  that  are 
not  free  men,  as  fuch  as  are  willing  to  fubmit  to  Our  pleaf- 
ure,  fhall  be  difcharged  from  all  rates,  Levyes  and  contribu- 
tions, towards  the  expence  of  the  fayd  fuite,  both  in  their 
perfons  and  Eftates,  And  Our  further  pleafure  is  That  this 
Our  Royall  Declaration  be  publifhed  wthin  Our  fayd  Colony, 
that  none  may  prtend  ignorance  hereof.  Given  undr  our 
fignet  & Royall  figne  Manuel  at  Our  Court  at  Whitehall 
the  ^ day  of  ^ in  the  35th  yeare  of  Our  Reigne. 


[. Endorfed ] New  England. 

Order  of  Councill  for 
Mr  Randolph  to  carry 
a Quo  Warranto  into 
New  England. 

20  July  83. 17 


Randolph 


17  The  Latin  Writ  is  as  follows : 
Carolus  Scdus,  Dej  gra  Angl,  Scoe, 
Franc,  & Hihnia  Rex,  Fidej  Defenfor, 
&c,  vihbz  London,  faltm  prcipim  & 
vob  qd  venire  fac  cora  not)  a dje  in 
Michis  in  tres  Septm,  ubicuncq  tunc 
fuim  in  Angt,  Symon  Bradftreet,  nup 
de  London,  Ar,  Thoma  Danforth,  de 
eactem  . . . [the  names  are  found  in 
Vol.  I.  p.  200]  ...  ad  refpondend 
nob  quo  warranto  clamat  here,  utj  et 
gaudere  diues  libertaf,  priuileg  et 


franches,  infra  ciuit  London,  & libtaf 
ejufdm  ac  in  oiliibz  locis  extra  ciuit 
London  prd,  infra  hoc  regn  Ang*,  nec 
non  in  qua  plur  partibz  tranfmarm, 
extra  hoc  regn  Ang*  unde  impetit  funt 
eft  heat  ibi  hoc  bre. 

I Thoma  Jones,  Mit,  apud  Weftm, 
xxvij  die  Junij,  ann°  regni  nfe  xxxv. 

See  Maffachufetts  Records , Vol.  V. 
p.  420.  Alfo  M aJJ'achufetts  Archives , 
Vol.  CVI.  p.  301. 
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Randolph  to  Jenkins  proposing  to  have  a Frigate. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  54  (5 2). 

July  26.  1683. 

Right  Honb.le 

I am  ordred  to  Carry  to  Bofton  his  MatIes  Declaration  wth 
the  Summons  of  the  writt  of  Quo  Warrl.°  againft  the  Charter 
of  ye  MafTachufetts  Bay  in  N : Eng?  and  to  come  back  in 
Michaelmas  term,  by  which  tyme  Mr  Atturney  Gen1.1  hath 
made  that  writt  returnable. 

Now  fince  the  Meremaid  frigott  may  be  other  wife  dif- 
pofed  of,  and  that  the  Countenance  of  a frigott  vpon  ye  Coafi: 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  his  Matis  Service  vpon  this  occa- 
fion  to  fecond  the  Quo  Warr1.0  in  order  to  procure  an  intire 
fubmiffion  from  ye  Boftoners  wherein  all  the  other  Colonyes 
will  follow  their  Exampl  & the  want  of  a frigott  will  giue 
oppertunity  to  thofe  poeple  (who  vfe  all  imaginary  artifices) 
to  oppofe  his  Ma11.63  Orders  & to  plead  to  ye  Quo  Warr1.0 
which  will  take  vp  aboue  1 2 months  tyme  before  this  Char- 
ter in  that  cafe  can  be  vacated. 

It’s  therefore  reprefented  as  a thing  that  will  haue  very 
great  confequencyes  in  relation  to  ye  Kings  Governf?  in  ye 
Plantations  & his  Ma*1?3  revennue  of  ye  Cuftoms  here,  that 
fome  fmall  frigott  be  ordred  to  lye  vpon  ye  Coafts  of  N. 
Eng?  when  ye  Boftoners  fhall  receiue  the  newes  of  the  Quo 
Warr1?  & haue  it  before  them  either  to  make  an  intire  Sub- 
miflion  or  to  evade  by  tumults  or  otherwife  their  obedience 
to  his  Ma?e  this  being  in  fome  manner  a paralell  cafe  to  that 
of  the  late  rebellion  in  Virginnia,  where  the  tymely  fending 
one  fmall  fhip  in  his  Ma?63  name  with  the  Signification  of 

his 
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his  pleafure  would  haue  faved  no  lefle  then  foure  fcore  thou- 
fand  pounds  actually  iffued  out  of  the  exchequer  here  (tho’ 
too  late  for  that  Seruice)  whereas  an  early  care  by  Such 
eafye  methods  would  haue  brought  his  Ma11?5  Subjects  in 
thofe  parts  to  a ready  Complyance  to  all  his  Mat!fs  Com- 
mands, as  now  with  Such  a Countenanc  as  is  propofed  the 
Bofloners  will  make  their  Submiffion  in  this  favourable 
conjuncture. 

I intreat  yr  Honr.  to  cat  your  Eye  vpon  ye  annexed  Copy 
of  a letter  I now  receiue  from  N.  Engd  if  they  will  till  go 
on  in  oppofition  to  his  Ma“fs  Authority  now  their  Agents 
are  attending  his  MaT  what  may  be  expected  vpon  their 
return  home  vpon  notice  of  the  Quo  Warr*.0?  vnleffe  they 
haue  Some  Awe  vpon  them  which  a fit  [firft]  rate  frigott  or 
any  veffell  vnder  his  Maties  flag  will  fufficiently  anfwear,  and 
demonflrate  that  the  King  is  now  in  Earned  & will  not 
fuffer  his  orders  to  be  evaded  by  them  according  to  their 
conftant  practice  hitherto. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted 

Ed  Randolph. 


[Enclofed] 

Dear  Brother  Boflon  *3  J™e  ^83. 

I haue  receiued  many  affronts  fince  my  being  in  the 
Office  you  left  me,  and  cannot  haue  any  Juftice.  I ordered 
Gatchell  to  go  aboard  a Sloop  att  Marble  Head  to  fearch 
her,  having  Advice  of  feverall  Goods  hee  took  in  at  the 
Iflands  of  Sholes  : The  Conflable  had  his  flaff  taken  out  of 
his  hands ; his  head  broke  therewth  Gatchell  was  fhroadly 
beaten.  I haue  feized  a Jerfey  Ship;  brought  her  to  a 

VOL.  III.  — 32  Try  all ; 
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Tryall;  am  caft,  having  appeal’d  and  protefted  ag?  the 
Court.  I haue  been  very  uneafy,  but  with  my  Life  and 
ffortune  will  ever  ferue  His  Ma?  ffor  feverall  Confidera- 
tions  am  coming  home. 

I am  Dear  Bro 

Your  truly  Lov.  Brother  Barn?  Randolph. 

[_AddreJfed~\  To  the  Right  Honb.le  Sf  Lionell  Jenkins  humbly  prefent 

\_Endorfed~\  July  26.  83.  Mf  Randolph  pofall  of  hauing  a frigat  to 

appear  upon  ye  Coaft  of  New  England,  when  they  are  ferved 
with  a Quo  Warranto. 


Randolph  to  Jenkins:  — not  desirous  to  wait  for  a 

FRIGATE. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  54  (54). 

Right  Honb!e  Whitehall  Aug1  3.  1683. 

That  I may,  according  to  y\  Hon?  commands,  giue  my 
reafons  why  I am  not  fo  defirous  at  prefent  to  flay  for  a 
frigott  in  order  to  my  paffage  for  New  England,  but  rather 
to  take  the  oppertunity  of  a Merchant  man  now  ready  to 
fayle  theither : I humbly  beg  leaue  to  remind  yr.  Hon!  that 
Mf  Atturney  Gen1}  hauing  fome  tyme  fince  iffued  a Quo 
Warr?  againft  the  Maffachufetts  Charter,  whereby  the  fame 
is  made  returnable  Michaelmas  Term  next,  wherevpon  I was 
ordred  to  carry  the  fummons  of  that  Writt  to  New  Engl  & 
not  hearing  at  that  tyme  of  any  fhip  bound  to  thofe  parts  in 
three  months,  I did  conceiue  there  would  be  a great  deale  of 
tyme  loft  to  flay  fo  long,  and  that  the  difaffe6ted  party  in 
New  Eng^  would  take  occafion  to  mifreprefent  his  Ma'1?3 
intentions,  in  Cafe  the  notification  of  his  pleafure  fliould 

arriue 
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arriue  fo  late,  as  that  it  would  be  made  impoffible  for  them 
to  comply  with  the  tyme  appointed  for  the  return  of  ye 
Quo  Warr?  and  being  therefore  informd  that  the  Meremaid 
frigott  was  prefently  bound  for  ye  Weft  Indies,  I thought  it 
for  his  Maties  Seruice  that  fhee  might  be  ordred  to  call  in  at 
New  Eng^  & to  Carry  me  theither.  But  fince  by  Mr  Brif- 
bans  report  to  his  Malle  in  Councill  the  Meremaid  was  to 
attend  other  Seruices,  and  I being  then  informd  that  the 
fhip  Richard  of  Bofton,  hauing  taken  in  her  loding  for  that 
place,  is  fuddainely  falling  down  to  Graues  end,  I beleiued 
it  more  for  his  MatJfs  Seruice,  that  I fhould  take  my  paflage 
vpon  her  then  to  flay  for  a frigott,  To  the  end  the  firft 
newes  of  the  Quo  Warr?  might  be  accompanied  with  his 
Ma?es  Gracious  offers  to  that  Colony  Since  otherwife  the 
poeple  will  be  amufed  with  variety  of  Reports  & Apprehen- 
fions  (the  vfuall  artifice  of  the  difaffedted  party)  which  will 
be  prevented  by  my  being  vpon  the  Place,  and  publifhing 
his  Mali?s  Gracious  Declaration,  which  I am  ordred  to  do 
vpon  my  firft  arriuall,  and  alfo  the  late  proceedings  againft 
the  Charter  of  London,  with  the  Cittyes  fubmiffion  to  his 
Matie  which  will  invite  the  poeple  to  follow  the  Example  of 
that  Citty. 

Befides,  if  it  fhall  fo  pleafe  his  Ma?e  to  diredt  ye  Comm? 
of  ye  Admiralty  that  the  firft  frigott  bound  to  ye  Weft  Indies 
be  ordred  to  call  at  Bofton  and  that  I may  haue  a Copy  of 
his  Mat5fs  pleafure  therein,  to  fhew  the  Magiftrates  when  I 
arriue  at  Bofton,  It  will  make  as  great  an  impreffion  vpon 
the  poeple,  as  if  a frigott  were  then  prefent  and  riding  before 
their  doores. 

I am  further  to  reprefent  to  your  HonT  That  I am  now 

informed 
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informed  that  his  Mat!?s  fhip  the  Rofe  of  Algeeres,  is  already 
fitted  out  & bound  for  the  Bahama  Iflands,  with  Orders  to 
call  at  Bofton  & flay  two  or  three  weekes  There,  to  take  in 
neceffaryes  for  their  vndertaking,  So  that  if  his  Matie  pleafe, 
I am  willing  to  imbark  vpon  this  fliip  the  Rofe,  Or  vpon  ye 
Merchant  man  the  Richard  of  Bofton,  as  they  fliall  fayle 
fooneft,  there  being  nothing  (as  I humbly  conceiue)  more 
Conducing  to  his  Ma1!5  Seruice  in  this  bufines  then  aprefent 
difpatch,  in  order  to  my  arriuall  at  Bofton  and  my  return 
from  thence,  Which  will  take  away  from  that  poeple  all 
occafion  of  Complaint,  & leaue  them  no  leifure  or  opportun- 
ity to  avoid  the  regulations  which  are  intended  for  that 
Governm! 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  etc. 

Ed  Randolph. 

\_AddreJj[ed\  To  the  Right  Honble  Sr  Lionell  Jenkins  his  Mad.s  Principall 

Secretary  of  State  humbly  prefent v — v Randolph. 

\_Endor/ed~\  3 Aug1  83.  Ml  Randolph  ab! 

a frigat  to  appear  at  New  England. 


Gove’s  Insurrection,  &c.  in  New  Hamphire.  Randolph 

TO  HAVE  IOO  COPIES  OF  DECLARATION. 

State  Papers , Colojiial,  Entry  Book , 107,  p.  177,  17  Aug.  1683. 

At  the  Committee  for  Trade  & Plantations 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  White  Hall 
Friday  the  17*  of  Auguft  1684  \Jic\ 

Prefent:  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Duke  of  Or- 
mond, Earl  of  Bath,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Earl  of  Craven,  Ml 
Chanel  of  ye  Excheql,  Ml  Sec7  Jenkins. 


Two 


Documents  and  Letters.  253 


New  Hampshire. 


Lres  of  ye  20 
Feb  ‘ & 19  June. 


Insurrection 
against  the  Gov- 
ernment. 


• ••••••<>• 

Two  letters  from  Mr  Cranfeild  dated  the 
20^  Febr:  and  19^  of  June  read,  whereby  their 
Lops  are  informed,  That  an  Infurreftion  had 
been  made  againfl  the  Government  in  New 
Hampfhire  by  one  Gove,  who,  together  with 
Nine  of  his  Affociats  had  been  thereupon  con- 


Gove  condemned  vidled  of  High  Treafon,  and  that  Sentence  ac- 

to  bee  Executed  ° 

m England.  cordingly  had  been  paffed  againfl  Gove  whom 
hee  had  fent  to  bee  executed  in  England,  it  being  not  fafe 
to  keep  him  there  till  hee  could  receive  His  Majefly’s  War- 
rant, without  which  hee  hath  not  power  by  his  Commiffion 

The  other  Nine  to  punifli  Offenders  by  death,  that  hee  recom- 
are objects  of  J 

mercy  mends  the  other  Nine  to  their  Lop.s  as  fit  objedls 

of  His  Majefly’s  Mercy.  Hee  further  informs  their  Lops 
The  Marshal  ap-  hee  hath  paffed  an  A61  in  the  Affembly 
Govno impannei  there,  whereby  the  Marflial  to  bee  appointed  by 
the  Governor  hath  the  foie  power  of  Impannell- 
ing  and  returning  Jurys. 

A Paper  of  Reafons  tranfmitted  by  My  Cranfeild  for  fuf- 
Reasons for sus-  pending  Major  Waldron,  My  Martin  and  Capt. 

pending  Waldron,  1 . ° J \ 

Martin @ Gilman.  Gilman  from  being  of  the  Council  read,  wherein 
hee  reprefents  that  hee  had  difplaced  Major  Waldron  for 
Fining  and  Imprifoning  His  Maty’s  Officers  for  doing  their 
duty ; For  faying  to  Capt.  Peerce  that  notwithflanding  the 
changes  hee  would  Hand  by  him  with  his  life  and  fortune ; 

For  admitting  the  Ketch  George,  whereof  the  Owners, 
Matter  and  Mariners  were  Scotch,  to  trade  in  the  Province ; 

For  granting  Attachments  againfl  Law. 

That  hee  had  difplaced  Martin, 


For 
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For  refilling  to  admit  Appeals  to  the  King ; 

For  confenting  to  admit  the  Ketch  George  to  Trade  in 
the  Province  ; 

For  faying  noe  Juftice  could  bee  had  at  the  Council- 
Board  in  England  for  Strangers ; 

For  concealing  the  Plot, 

That  hee  had  difplaced  Capt.  Gilman, 

For  fuffering  Gove  and  his  party  to  rendevouz  at  his 
houfe. 

Whereupon  their  Lop.s  agree  to  Report  that  the  Reafons 
The  Reasons  aP-  given  by  My  Cranfeild  for  having  fufpended  the 
proved'  faid  Waldron,  Martin  @ Gilman  may  have  His 
Maty’s  approbation.  And  that  inafmuch  as  A Frier  and  AElliot 

Mr  Eiiiot & Frier  are  reprefented  by  Mr  Cranfeild  as  perfons  of  good 
to  succeed  them.  j?fj-ates  anci  wep  qualified  for  that  Truffc;  their 

Lop.s  will  move  His  Maty  that  ye  faid  v — * Frier  and  ' — , Elliot 
Gove  to  bee  con-  may  fucceed  in  their  places.  Their  Lops  will 

tinued  in  the  J p 

Tower.  alfoe  move,  that  the  faid  Gove,  who  is  fent  over 

by  Mr  Cranfeild  to  bee  executed  here  may  be  continued  in 
the  Tower. 

New  Engld  a As  alfoe  that  one  of  His  Maty.’s  Frigats  that  fhall 

Frigat  to  touch  at 

Boston.  bee  Ordered  to  carry  my  Lord  Howard  to  Virg?, 
or  fome  other  ffrigat  that  fhall  pafs  that  way  bee  Ordered 
to  touch  at  Bofton. 

And  Mr  Cranfeild  having  defired,  in  regard  of  his  health, 
„ ..  that  hee  may  have  leave  to  bee  abfent  from  his 

Government  and  refide  in  fome  of  the  Neighbor- 
ing Colonys,  during  the  Winter  Seafon,  their 
Lops  will  move  His  Maty  that  hee  may  have  fuch  leave  as  is 
defired  by  him. 


Mr  Cranfeild  to 
have  leave  to 
bee  absent. 


Their 
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Mr  Randolph  to  Their  Lop.s  refolve  to  move  His  Maty  that  Mr 

proceed  to  New 

England.  Randolph  may  bee  ordered  to  proceed  on  his 
Voyage  to  New  England  as  foon  as  may  bee;  And  that  His 
T . . Maty’s  Printer  bee  ordered  to  deliver  to  him  One 

Conspfracy tcf bee  hundred  of  His  Majefty’s  Declarations  publifhed 
concerning  the  late  Confpiracy,  to  bee  difpofed  of 
in  New  England  as  M'  Randolph  fliall  think  fitt. 


Edward  Randolph’s  Letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  giving  an  Account  of  the  Rebellion 
in  New  Hamphire  in  1683. 

MaJJ'achufetts  Archives , Vol.  III.  p.  463. 

To  the  right  Honb!e  the  Lords  of  His  Majts  moft  Honbl.e 

Priuye  Councill,  appointed  A Committee  for  trade  and 

Plantations : 

A Short  Narrative  of  the  late  Tranfadlions  and  Rebellion 
in  the  Province  of  New  Hamphier,  in  New-England,  Hum- 
bly prefented  by  Edward  Randolph,  ColledP  of  his  Maj1? 
Cuftoms  there  : 

His  Majty  haueing  thought  fitt  to  Eftablifli  his  Royall 
Authority  more  immediately  in  New-England,  was  pleafed, 
by  his  Commiffion  under  the  Greate  Seale,  to  appoint  Ed- 
ward Cranfield,  Efqr,  to  be  Gour  of  that  Province,  who  ar- 
riued  in  New-England  upon  one  of  his  Majtys  ffrigotts,  about 
the  beginning  of  October,  1682.  — The  countenance,  with 
his  Indulgence  to  the  people,  obtained  his  eafy  admiffion 
into  the  Govern,  in  which  hee  was  uery  obligeingto  all,  But 
efpecially  to  the  late  Ruling  party;  But,  withall,  made  itt  his 
bufmefs  to  putt  the  ffort,  which  comandeth  the  mouth  of  the 

Harbour, 
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Harbour,  and  militia,  into  fafe  hands,  and  putt  good  men  into 
places  of  civill  adminiftration ; And  likewife, ' prouided  as 
well  as  hee  could,  during  that  fhort  time  the  frigot  lay  there, 
for  the  future  quiett  and  Settlement  of  that  Gover1?1.  Upon 
the  14th  of  Nouember  following,  a Generali  Affembly  of  ye 
Prouince  was  called,  wherein,  after  feuerall  warme  debates, 
fome  lawes  were  made  and  paff’d  by  the  Gour,  and  adjourned 
that  affembly  till  the  9^  of  January  following,  being  at  that 
time  unwilling  to  breake  with  them,  in  hopes  they  would 
better  underftand,  for  the  future. 

Some  time  in  December  following,  the  Gour,  with  Majr 
Walderne,  late  Prefidi  of  the  Prouince,  Mr  Moody,  Minifter, 
and  other  chiefe  men  amongft  them,  goe  to  Bofton,  where  hee 
is  civilly  entertained.  But  his  maine  defigne  in  that  Journy 
was,  to  feele  the  Temper  of  that  Gouerrrf,  and  the  rather,  be- 
caufe  he  found  they  had  fuch  an  influence  upon  the  people 
of  this  Prouince,  that  they  advifed  and  adherd  to  them,  in 
the  conduct  of  all  their  Publick  and  private  affaires,  which 
in  a little  time  begann  to  difcouer  itfelfe  for  no  fooner  had 
Gour  Cranfield  openly  difcourfed  with  mee,  in  Bofton,  about 
my  profecuting  a Seizure  made  by  mee,  at  Portfmouth,  in 
October  laft,  of  a Scotch  Veffel,  belonging  to  one  Jeffreys  a 
Scotchman,  a Church  member  and  Inhabitant  of  that  Pro- 
uince, But  itt  difcompofed  the  whole  Party,  and  it  was  con- 
triued  in  their  returne  home,  that  I might  have  noe  better 
fuccefs  in  his  Maj^s  immediate  Gouerm?,  then  in  my  former 
tryalls  att  Bofton,  to  which  end  Mr  Hammond,  candidate  for 
a Magiftrate  the  infueing  year  in  that  Colony,  and  Bror-in- 
law  to  Mr  Moody,  comes  in  the  Exftreamity  of  bad  weather, 
upon  the  19th  December,  to  Portfmouth,  (although  2 or  3 

dayes 
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dayes  before  hee  had  declared  would  not  go  thither  till 
fpring.)  Gou!  Cranfield  being  returned  from  Bofton,  ap- 
points a fpeciall  Court  for  tryall  of  the  Scotch  Veffell  and  I 
went  to  Portfmouth  to  attend  itt;  but  the  Party,  belieueing 
the  Gou!  to  be  wholly  their  owne,  and  one  of  the  Chief  of 
them  openly  faying,  whateuer  came  out  of  the  Ketch  fliould 
neuercome  into  my  hands,  fo  contriued  the  matter,  that  fhee 
was  carried  by  the  ffort  out  of  the  River  att  Pafcadaqua  in  the 
day  time ; although  May  Stileman,  one  of  the  Counc1!,  was 
Comand!  of  the  ffort,  had  exprefs  orders  from  the  Gou!!  to 
ftopp  her;  whereupon  the  Gouern^putt  him  out  of  all  Office, 
and  made  Cap!  Barefoot,  one  of  the  prefent  Counc11,  Cap! 
of  the  ffort,  and  of  the  foot  company,  belonging  to  the 
Great  Ifland  : upon  which,  the  ffort  is  built.  Now  the  bet- 
ter to  cullour  this  matter,  it  was  prefently  given  out,  and  by 
many  belieued,  that  the  Matter  and  faylr.s  aboard,  without 
content  or  knowledge  of  the  Owner,  had  runn  away  with  the 
Ketch,  as  Jeffreys  upon  his  Oath  voluntarily  did  avouch, 
taken  before  the  Gou!.  The  Party  hopeing  by  this  means, 
to  perfwaid  the  Goif  to  take  no  further  notice  of  itt,  the 
rather  becaufe  the  frigot  was  then  gon  out  of  the  River. 
But  I had  certaine  aduice  that  fome  of  Jeffreys’  feruants  was 
privately  fent  out  of  the  way,  harboured  in  a verry  obfcure 
place  in  the  Prouince  of  Maine  ; upon  which,  M!  Martine,  by 
his  letter,  defired  the  Juftices  of  the  peace  there,  to  fend 
their  Conftables  with  a warrant,  to  bring  Jeffreys  fervants 
before  the  Gou!  to  be  Examined,  what  they  knew  concern- 
ing carrying  away  the  Scotch  Ketch,  they  freely  confeft  and 
depofed  that  M!  Jeffreys  the  Owner,  imployed  them,  and 
being  upon  the  place,  flood  by,  gaue  orders  and  directions, 
vol.  in.— 33  when 
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when  and  how  the  Ketch  fhould  be  carried  away,  fo  that  the 
Gou!!  by  this  means,  finding  it  out  to  bee  a meere  contriu- 
ance  was  refolued  not  to  be  foe  bafled  and  aduifed  me  to 
continue  my  profecution  on  his  MajT  behalfe,  againft  the 
Ketch,  and  all  perfons  concerned  in  her  Efcape.  The 
Party  now  finde  no  way  to  avoid  the  tryall,  howeuer,  t’is 
fo  ordered  that  the  Jury,  in  which  were  4 leading  men, 
Church  members,  are  preuailed  upon,  that  againft  cleare 
proof  of  the  breach  of  the  Adis  of  trade,  they  finde  againft 
his  Maj*!6  I intended  to  attaint  them  upon  the  Statute  made 
in  the  23  of  Henry  VIII,  for  preuenting  perjuries  and  falfe 
verdidls,  which  fo  ftartled  them  all,  that  fome  of  the  Coun- 
cil interced  on  their  behalfe,  and  prayed  liberty  to  amend 
their  verdifts,  which  being  by  the  Court  agreed  to,  they 
found  for  his  Maj*!6,  and  the  Ketch  was  condemned.  Janu- 
ary the  9th:  — the  Affembly  being  adjourned  to  that  day 
meete,  The  Gov'  recommended  to  them  feverall  good  bills, 
that  had  paffed  the  Councill,  but  inrtead  of  their  con- 
currance,  they  either  rejected  or  putt  them  in  fuch  a dif- 
guife,  as  renderd  them  altogether  ufelefs,  and  afterwards 
would  not  take  notice  of  any  bills,  which  did  not  arife  from 
themfelues,  they  likewife  peremtorily  infilled  to  haue  the 
nomination  of  Judges  and  the  appointing  Courts  of  Judica- 
ture, Powers  folely  inverted  in  the  Gov!:,  by  Commiffion  from 
his  Maj*!6 ; And  lartly,  they  had  prepared  bills  repugnant  to 
the  lawes  of  England,  Upon  which  the  Gov!:,  finding  them 
to  a6t  without  any  regard  to  his  Maj11.65  feruice,  or  benefitt  of 
the  Prouince,  after  hee  had  parted  fome  bills,  not  knowing 
where  thefe  matters  would  end,  defolued  the  Affembly.  In 
a fhort  time  after,  one  Edward  Goue,  who  ferued  for  the 

Towne 
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Towne  of  Hampton,  a leading  man,  and  a great  ftickler  in 
the  Late  proceedings  of  th’  Affembly,  made  itt  his  bufinefs  to 
ftirr  the  people  up  to  Rebellion,  by  giueing  out  that  the  Gov!", 
as  Vice  Admirall,  a&ed  by  his  Royall  Highnefs’  Comillion, 
who  was  a Papift,  and  would  bring  Popery  in  amongft  them, 
that  the  Gov!  was  a pretended  Gov!  and  his  Comiffion  was 
ligned  in  Scottland,  hee  endeauored  with  a great  deale  of 
paines,  to  make  a party,  and  folicited  many  of  the  confider- 
able  perfons  in  each  Towne  to  joyne  with  him,  to  recouer 
their  libertys,  infringed  by  his  Majt5!s  placing  a Gov!  ouer 
them,  further  adding  that  his  fword  was  drawne,  and  hee 
would  not  lay  it  downe  till  hee  knew  who  fhould  hold  the 
Govm!:  this  hee  difcourfed  att  Portfmouth,  to  1VP  Martin, 
Treat!-,  and  foone  after  to  Cap!  Hull,  att  Dover,  which  they 
difcouered  to  the  Govern.r,  who  immediately  difpatched 
away  meffengers  with  Warrants  to  the  Conftables  of  Hamp- 
ton and  Exeter,  to  aprehend  Goue, — and  fearing  hee 
might  getta  Party  too  ffrong  for  the  Civill  power,  (as  indeed 
it  proued,  for  Juftice  Wyre  and  a Marlhall  and  Conftable 
was  repulfed)  The  Gou!  (altho  much  difwaded)  forthwith 
ordered  the  Militia  of  the  whole  Prouince  to  be  in  Armes, 
and  underltanding  by  the  Marlhall  that  Goue  could  not  be 
apprehended  att  Hampton,  by  himlelfe,  and  a Conftable,  But 
was  gonn  to  his  Party  att  Exeter,  from  whence  hee  fuddainly 
returned  with  12  men,  belonging  to  that  town,  mounted  and 
armd  with  fwords,  piftolls  and  Gunns,  a Trumpett  Sound- 
ing, and  Goue  with  his  fword  drawne,  rideing  in  Hampton 
att  the  head  of  them  was  takeing  horfe,  and  with  a part  of 
the  Troop  intended  to  take  Goue  and  his  Company,  But 
the  Gov!  was  preuented  by  a meffenger  from  Hampton,  who 

brought 
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brought  word  that  they  were  mett  withal  and  taken  by  the 
militia  of  that  Towne,  and  fecured  with  a guard  ; the  Trum- 
petter  forceing  his  way,  efcaped,  after  whome  a huye  and  crye 
was  fent  to  all  parts,  but  as  yett  he  is  not  taken.  This  rife- 
ing  was  unexpectedly  to  the  Party  made  up  on  the  27th  day 
of  January  laft.  Its  generally  belieued,  many  confiderable 
perfons,  at  whofe  houfes  Goue  then  either  fent  or  called  to 
come  out  and  ftand  up  for  their  libertys,  would  have  joyned 
with  him,  had  hee  not  difcouered  his  defignes  or  appeared  in 
Arms  at  that  time,  For  upon  the  30  day  of  January,  being 
appointed  by  the  Gov!  a day  of  Publick  humiliation,  they 
defigned  to  cut  off  the  Gov",  Mf  Mafon,  and  fome  others 
whom  they  affedted  not.  The  Gov!  fent  a Strong  party  [of] 
horfe  to  guard  the  Prifoner,  then  in  Irons,  from  Hampton 
to  Portfmouth.  They  were  brought  and  examined  before 
the  Govr  and  Councill,  where  Goue  behaued  himfelfe,  uery 
infolently;  they  were  all  committed  to  Cuftody,  and  Cap! 
Barefoote,  haueing  the  trained  Band  of  Greate  Ifland  then  in 
armes,  was  ordered  to  take  care  of  the  Prifoners  and  keepe 
a Strickt  watch  upon  them,  in  regard  the  Prifon  was  out  of 
repaire.  All  this  while  the  Gov!  was  att  greate  charge  and  ex- 
pence in  fuppreffing  this  Rebellion,  and  keepeing  up  guards, 
to  fecure  the  peace  of  ye  Prouince,  hee  therefore,  Judged  itt 
neceffary  to  bring  them  to  a fpeedy  tryall,  and  to  that  end 
diredts  a Comiffion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  Richard  Wal- 
derne,  Thomas  Daniel  and  William  Vaughan,  Efq"s,  for  their 
tryall,  to  bee  had  upon  ye  firffc  day  of  ffebruary  laft,  att  which 
time  Goue  and  th’  other  prifoners  were  brought  to  the 
Court,  then  holden  att  Portfmouth,  in  the  faid  Prouince,  the 
Grand  Jury  found  the  bill,  the  next  day  they  were  all 

araigned 
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araigned  and  indited  upon  the  13  of  the  King,  for  Leuying 
warr  againft  his  MajPe.  Goue  pleaded  to  the  Inditment, 
Not  Guilty;  then  My  Martine,  Treaty  of  the  Prouince,  and 
Cap!  Hull,  both  of  Portfmouth,  with  two  Juftices  of  the 
peace  and  a Lieft".1  of  ye  ffoot  company  att  Hampton,  who 
was  att  the  takeing  of  them,  were  all  fworne  in  Court ; then 
Goue  owned  the  matter  of  ffad,  and  to  juftifie  his  takeing 
up  of  Armes,  pleaded  againft  the  Gou?  Power,  that  he  was 
only  a pretended  Govy,  by  reafon  that  his  Comiffion,  as  he 
faid,  was  fealed  in  Scottland,  likewife  that  the  Govy  had  by 
his  Proclamation,  appointed  the  30:  day  Jan ury  to  be  annu- 
ally obferued  and  kept  a day  of  Humiliation,  and  obliged 
the  minifters  to  Preach  that  day,  that  the  Govy  had  att  his 
houfe  difeourfed  to  Goue  and  fhewed  him  out  of  the  10th. 
chapr  of  S*  Mark,  the  neceffity  of  children’s  Baptifme,  this 
hee  urged  to  bee  a great  impofing  upon  the  Miniftry.  Th’ 
other  Prifoners  pleaded  not  guilty,  But  had  little  to  fay  in 
deffence  for  themfelues,  further  than  they  were  drawne  in  by 
Goue.  The  Jury,  after  long  confideration,  found  Goue 
guilty  of  high  treafon  upon  the  Indidtment,  and  all  the  Reft 
in  Armes;  upon  which  the  Court  proceeded  to  giue  Judg- 
ment, and  paft  the  fentence  of  condemnation  upon  Goue, 
But  in  regard  th’  other  Prifoners  were  fpecially  found,  the 
Govy  orderd  the  Court  to  refpite  their  Judgment  till  his 
Majtys  pleafure  fhould  bee  knowne  therein,  moft  of  them 
being  young  men  and  altogether  unaquaintd  with  the  lawes 
of  England.  Herewith  I humbly  prefent  your  Lordp?s  a per- 
ticular  account  of  their  tryall,  hgned  by  Richard  Walderne, 
Efqy  Judge  of  that  Court  and  paft  under  the  feale  of  the 
Prouince. 


Randolph 
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Edward  Randolph . 


Randolph  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell. 


Collection  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Philliffs , Bart. 

Whitehall  Aug1  19th  1683. 

Hond  Sr 

Since  mine  to  you  of  ye  28th  laft  the  Rofe  frigott  of  20 
gunns.  an  Algereen  prize  is  fitted  out  to  fea.  and  bound  to 
the  Spanifh  wreck  off  the  Bahama  Iflands.  under  the  con- 
duct of  one  Phips  a New  England  man  who  upon  his  late  fuc- 
ceffull  returnes  in  that  undertaking  is  intrufted  by  his  Matie 
& commiffionated  for  the  whole  bufines.  He  is  to  call  at 
Bofion  to  take  in  his  diving  Tubs  & other  neceffaryes  & to 
return  to  Engd  to  account  for  & fhare  the  purchafe.  upon 
which  fliip  I am  now  directed  to  take  my  paffage.  The 
Bofion  agents  are  in  the  Downes  & fiay  till  our  fhip  now  at 
Deptford  falls  down : being  obliged  to  fiay  there  by  order  in 
Councill  till  I am  ready  to  fayle  which  gives  me  a Creditt.  & 
but  needful  for  by  thofe  who  come  now  from  thence  as  alfo  by 
my  letters  I have  great  reafon  to  beleive  the  party  there  had 
more  then  hints  of  the  horrid  Confpreacy  lately  defcribed. 
for.  at  my  coming  away  they  were  very  calme.  but  fince 
high  & daring  in  words  & adtions.  hoping  the  Lord  would 
worke  a great  deliverance  for  his  people : as  they  ufually 
cant.  I hope  to  be  with  them  in  06tber  the  feffion  of  their 
Genfi  Court.  Twill  fiartle  them  to  find  fuch  a round  turn : 
and  if  they  do  not  comply  in  all  Duty  they  will  make  them- 
felves  for  ever  after  uncapable  of  the  bleflings  offered  in  his 
Mats  Declaration  to  them  which  will  be  fent  you  from  ye 
Plantation  Office. 

I have  fpent  fome  tyme  with  Mr  Dudley  one  of  their  pres- 
ent 


Documents  and  Letters. 


263 

ent  Agents  Endeavouring  to  accomodate  things  for  their 
future  fettlment  as  by  the  inclofed  paper,  which  wee  have 
agreed  wheither  upon  defigne  (as  the  former  Agents)  to  gett 
leave  to  go  home  I know  not.  but  we  think  it  is.  That  all 
this  is  very  neceffary  on  his  Ma*  behalfe  to  be  putt  in  prac- 
tice there.  As  to  the  way  of  fettling  the  cheife  power.  I 
certainly  beleive  nothing  can  be  fo  wholfome  for  the  whole 
plantation  as  to  have  one  Gen11  Govr  a fober  difcreet  Gent, 
to  be  fent  from  his  Ma*  and  to  have  a Councill  chofe  out  of 
the  Magiflrates  of  all  the  Colonyes  & provinces,  in  all  not 
confiding  above  25.  to  be  like  the  houfe  of  Lords  to  heare 
all  appeals  from  inferior  Courts.  & to  affigne  places  & per- 
fons  to  try  caufes  arifing  betwixt  Colony  & Colony  & Inhab- 
itants of  Different  Colonyes.  I remember  it  has  been  often 
propofed  that  5 or  7 perfons  were  commiffionated  to  manage 
the  whole  country  and  thefe  to  be  nominated  & fent  over  by 
his  Ma*  & at  his  charge.  I believe  twould  be  very  difficult 
to  gett  a falary  for  two  fitt  perfons  to  be  Joind  in  Commif- 
fion  with  one  upon  ye  place  & except  they  had  a plentif ull 
allowance  good  men  would  not  undertake  that  fervice.  if  to 
expedt  it  from  ye  revenew  which  may  arife  upon  the  place  it 
would  feem  grievous  to  them  to  maintaine  their  Govrs  & 
followers  at  fuch  rates  as  are  juft  neceffary  for  their  hanfome 
fupport : befides  in  a fhort  tyme  the  power  at  firft  diftributed 
to  feverall  would  foon  centre  in  one  perfon.  as  now  in  ye 
Treafury  and  Admiralty.  I believe  a Gen11  Govr  would  be 
very  gratefull  to  all  fober  perfons  and  in  regard  they  are  ex- 
tended a great  diftance  upon  the  fea  & fo  cannot  without 
great  trouble  repaire  to  Bofton  the  cheife  refidence.  twere 
very  neceffary.  That  two  Deputy  Govr.s  were  appointed  & 

the 
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the  plantation  devided  as  the  two  Ridings  in  Yorkfhire.  We 
dayly  experience  the  difficulty  of  difpatch.  by  multiplying 
addreffes  to  the  offices  managed  by  Commr.s  I am  now 
entring  upon  my  forth  voyage  for  New  Engd  where  in  all 
my  tranfaftions  I have  plainely  demonRrated  that  I have 
cheifly  aimd  at  his  Mats  fervice  having  omitted  all  advan- 
tages & propofalls  to  gratify  my  private  affaires.  I am  now 
out  of  purfe  above  300*  in  profecuting  feizures  made  & fol- 
lowed with  great  hazard  & charge  and  altho  I have  to  this 
day  received  nothing  towards  it.  but  my  travelling  charges 
which  every  Gent,  palfes  in  his  Rewards  or  other  fervants  ac- 
count. yet  I have  Rill  fupprefd  everything  relating  to  myfelf 
in  hopes  at  laR  to  find  a juR  reward  of  all  my  undertakings. 
I have  now  4 daughters  living.  It  may  pleafe  God  fo  to  or- 
der it  that  I may  by  fea.  or  other  accident  be  taken  away. 
Twould  be  but  juRice  that  my  commiffion  might  be  man- 
aged by  my  brother  who  now  goes  over  with  me : & that 
my  children  thereby  might  receive  the  benefitt  of  it.  befides 
I have  difcovered  a tradl  of  land  granted  to  & a long  tyme 
in  ye  poffeffion  of  Hugh  Peters.  Since  difpofed  of  by  his 
Agent:  Tis  worth  2 or  3 hundred  pounds.  Tis  forfeited  by 
his  treafon  to  the  King  & the  Grant  of  it  would  be  a kind- 
nes  to  my  children.  The  dayly  objects  of  pitty.  I meet  with 
at  Court  of  fuch  whofe  relations  have  fpent  in  his  Ma*  fer- 
vice their  lives  & fortunes,  obliges  me  for  my  childrens  fake 
to  engage  my  freinds  in  their  behalf  in  cafe  of  any  accident 
befalling  me.  I therefore  humbly  reprefent  fuch  a condition 
to  ye  care  of  my  few  freinds  in  which  number  I have  alwayes 
reafon  to  reckon  you.  but  God  fend  me  well  home  I intend 
to  waite  upon  you  at  King  WeRon.  to  make  my  fincere  ac- 

knowledgmts 
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knowledgmts  for  all  your  exceeding  favors  to  me  being  thereby 
ever  obliged  to  remain  in  all  thankfulnes 


your  moff  humble  Servt 

Ed.  Randolph. 


To  S?  Robert  Southwell. 


Si"  Whitehall  Aug1  19.  1683. 

I heartily  thank  you  for  the  entertainment  you  give  me 
by  yrs  of  Aftrop  the  15^  inflant:  my  tyme  is  now  fo  fhort 
that  I cannot  now  enter  upon  a perticuler  anfwear  to  your 
difcourfe.  but  I fhall  refer  that  till  my  returne.  and  then 
fliall  effectually  anfwear  you  in  a collection  of  fuch  varietyes 
as  my  intreff  & the  fhortnes  of  my  Ray  there  can  procure 
neither  fliall  I be  unmindfull  to  engage  Mr  Cranfield  & 
My  Mafon  to  afflfl:  in  fuch  a gratefull  fervice.  that  I may 
alwayes  approve  myfelf  Sr 

your  humble  Serv* 

My  humble  Services  to  Ed.  Randolph 

ye  Layes.  your  flffers 

To  My  Southwell 


(With  fuperfcription)  To  Edward  Southwell  Efq 

att  Aftrop  neer 
Banbury 


Edward  Randolph  to  Thomas  Hinckley. 

Hinckley  Papers , Vol.  I.  p.  49,  in  Bofton  Public  Library. 

Bofton  in  N.  Engd.  Off  29.  1683 

Sir, — I am  very  glad  I can  advife  you  that,  God  be 
thanked,  I arrived  here  fryday  lafl : I have  brought  you  no 
vol.  m. -34  letters, 
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letters,  becaufe  you  would  not  intrud  me  with  any  to  Mr. 
Blathwait:  neither  I believe,  has  your  agent,  Jacob  Jeffon. 
I have  not,  however,  failed  to  do  your  Colony  all  the  fervice 
you  made  me  capable  of:  which  I referr  till  meeting,  & 
hope  you  will  not  fayle  to  fend  me  pofitive  word  when  you 
will  be  in  Bodon.  By  the  enclofed  papers  you  will  fee  what 
tranfadtions  have  been  in  England,  & how  far  his  majty  is 
refolved  to  deal  with  this  Colony.  It  therefore  dands  you 
in  hand  to  be  very  carefull  to  improve  the  prefent  opportu- 
nity; for,  be  confident,  what  regulation  is  made  here  will 
pafie  through  all  New  England.  I was  no  way  wanting 
with  Mr.  Blathwait  in  your  behalfe.  he  is  very  full  of  great 
bufinefs,  & cannot  but  with  great  difficulty  be  fpoaken  with, 
he  was  putting  me  upon  your  bufinefs  : but  by  fome  accident, 
either  the  copy  of  your  Grant  fent  over  by  Govr  Window  is 
miflaid,  or  quite  loft ; for,  after  a long  fearch,  it  could  not 
be  found ; fo  that  I could  not  make  one  dep  about  it.  I 
am  directed  to  write  to  you  for  another  attefied  copy  of 
your  Grant,  or  Grants ; and  have  verball  indrudtions  for  a 
petition  to  his  Majty  from  your  Govermt,  & how  you  muff 
make  your  further  applications  for  a fettlement  of  your  Col- 
ony: If  you  negledt  this  prefent  opportunity,  you  may  be 
concluded  without  any  hopes  of  a revocation.  My  day  here 
will  be  not  above  3 weeks.  This  GenH  Court  fat  onely  long 
enough  to  bid  their  Agents  welcome  from  Engld,  and  then 
diffolved  ; but  upon  my  coming,  they  now  inftantly  call  an- 
other court:  You  may  very  well  be  informed  of  Mr.  Blath- 
wait’s  ftation  & bufinefs  by  Major  Dudley;  and  then  you 
will  be  fenfible  of  your  mifiakes,  & the  better  advifed  for 
this  prefent.  I fhall  day  in  England  4 or  5 months:  I mud 

have 
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have  2 hours’  difcourfe  with  you.  I know  not  whither  I 
fhall  have  tyme  to  go  to  Road  Ifland,  where  I am  very  much 
wanted  upon  feveral  accounts.  I believe  the  court  will  fitt 
fome  tyme  next  week  at  fartheft : that  is,  about  ye  10th  of 
November.  Excufe  my  haft,  for,  I am  going  to  New  Hamp- 
fhire ; & have  onely  to  add,  that  I am  ready  to  doe  your 
Colony  all  friendly  offices,  and,  am,  Sy 

Your  allured  friend  & ferv. 

Ed.  Randolph. 

My  fervice  to  Mr.  Lathrop 

This  letter  contains  onely  the  hints  of  fuch  things  as  you 
[and]  I muft  difcourfe : therefore  let  me  fee  it  with  you. 

[. Endorfed ] “ To  Thomas  Hinckley  Efq. 

Gour  of  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth  deliver.” 


Edward  Randolph  to  Thomas  Hinckley. 

Hinckley  Papers , Vol.  I.  p.  51,  in  Bofton  Public  Library. 

Nober  24th.  1683 

To  Thomas  Hinckley  Efq.  Gov!  of  New  Plymouth  Colony 

deliver. 

Sir, — I am  not  a little  concerned  to  find  that  not  onely 
the  complaint  That  the  Quakers  in  yr  Colony  are  whipped 
and  fined  for  not  marrying  according  to  your  Law,  but  that 
you  have  countenanced  the  late  arbitrary  and  till  now  un- 
heard-of proceedings  againft  Mr.  Saffin,  by  imprifoning  him, 
with  other  illegall  practices;  all  which  will  fall  very  heavy 
upon  you  particularly : for,  unleffe  you  had  affented,  no  man 
durft  venture  upon  fuch  methods : and  affure  you  nothing 

could 
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could  fo  much  impede  the  getting  out  your  patent  as  this. 
For  how  will  the  Lords  of  his  Majts  Councill  argue,  that  if 
you  who  have  no  grant  or  power  to  govern  (for  all  you  can 
pretend  to  by  your  grant  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick  is  onely 
the  foyle  in  your  Colony,  and  noe  colour  for  Gou*):  fo 
that  you  have  very  much  expofed  yourfelfe.  I am  now  going 
for  England ; and  would  be  very  glad  to  be  inflructed  what 
anfwear  to  make  when  thefe  matters  are  laid  before  the 
lords,  & backed  with  undeniable  proofs  which  will  be  here 
made  & taken. 

Sr,  I write  not  this  out  of  friendfhip  to  Mr.  Saffin,  — I am 
forry  that  you  have  given  him  fuch  advantage  againft  you,  — 
but  to  affure  you  that  I cannot  omit  to  fhow  my  refpect  to 
that  Colony  whereof  I am  a member  ; and  therefore,  in  great 
friendfhip,  advife  that  you  fend  me  down  your  narrative  of 
the  matter,  & alfo  empower  me,  by  ye  feal  of  the  Colony,  to 
appear  on  your  behalf.  I would  gladly  have  this  matter 
accommodated  ; & for  the  future,  let  me  entreat  you  not  to 
appear  to  gratify  one  party  to  wrong  your  own  jud g\  & to 
give  occafion  of  fuch  reflections  as  mufl  be  made  by  all 
impartial  men  upon  your  Govern1:  you  may  fend  your 
papers  to  Mr.  Shrimpton,  who  will  take  care  to  convey  them 
to  me,  if  gone  for  Engd ; but,  if  you  had  rather  engage  Mr. 
Jeffon,  you  have  your  liberty. 

1 am,  Sr  your  affured  lo.  friend  and  countryman, 

Ed.  Randolph 


Giles 
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Giles  Randolph’s  Commission  as  Deputy  Collector. 

Majfadmfetts  Archives , Vol.  LXI.  p.  260,  26  November,  1683. 

Edward  Randolph  Efq.  ColefP  Survey'  and  Search1,  of  his 
Maties  Cuftoms  in  New  England. 

To  Giles  Randolph  Gentm  Deputy  Coleft1-  Survyr  and 
Searcher  of  his  Maties  Cuftoms  in  all  the  Colonies,  Provinces 
and  Iflands  in  New  England 

Whereas  his  Matie  by  Letters  Patents  bearing  date  Weft- 
mefP  the  15  day  of  October  in  the  three  and  thirtieth  yeare 
of  his  Reigne  hath  erefted  an  Office  of  ColefP  Surveyor 
and  Searcher  of  his  Cuftoms  in  the  Colony  of  new  England 
under  the  managenP  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms 
in  England  and  by  the  fame  letters  Patents  hath  given  & 
granted  the  faid  office  to  Edward  Randolph  Efqy  to  bee 
Executed  by  himfelfe  or  his  fufficent  Deputy  or  Deputyes 
therefore  for  the  more  effeftuall  performance  of  the  powers 
and  trufls  committed  to  mee  by  the  faid  Letters  and  Patents 
and  to  the  intent  that  the  feverall  Afts  relating  to  the  man- 
agerffi  of  his  Maties  Cuftoms  therein  mentioned  may  bee  duely 
executed  I the  faid  Edward  Randolph  Collect1-  etc.  doe 
hereby  conflitute  and  appoint  you  the  faid  Giles  Randolph 
to  bee  Deputy  Collec!  Surveyr  and  Searcher  of  his  Matles 
Cuftoms  in  all  the  Colonies,  Provinces  and  Elands  in  new 
England  with  full  power  and  authority  to  collect  & receive 
all  fuch  rates  & duties  as  by  the  Aft  for  the  better  fecuring 
the  Plantation  trade  made  in  the  25  yeare  of  his  Maties 
Reigne  etc.  and  to  fearch  for  European  goods  imported  con- 
trary to  the  1 5.  of  his  reigne  etc.  & Plantation  comodities 

not 
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not  having  paid  the  rate  or  duties,  and  to  seize  fuch  veffels 
not  giving  bonds  according  to  the  12  of  his  Majefty. 
and  to  fearch  & proceed  againfi;  goods  etc. 

All  Governors,  Deputy  Governors  Majeftrates  and  officers 
and  perfons  whatfoever  are  by  the  Letters  Patents  ftricktly 
charged  & required  to  be  aiding  & affifting  to  you  the  faid 
Giles  Randolph.  And  for  foe  doing  this  fhall  be  your  fuf- 
ficient  Warrant.  Given  att  Bofton  in  New  England  this  26. 
November  1683. 

Ed.  Randolph.  Collf 


Edward  Randolph  to  Increase  Mather. 

Mather  Papers , Vol.  V.  p.  50,  in  Bofton  Public  Library. 

Bofton,  Dec.  13th  1683. 

To  the  Reuerend  Mr.  Increafe  Mather,  deliuer. 

Sr,  — I found  the  Gour  laft  night  willing  that  I fhould 
carry  ouer  to  Mr.  Boyle,  one  of  Mr.  Ladd’s  compaffes,  which 
was  fome  tyme  fince  difordered  by  a ftorm  at  fea.  I beleiued 
it  had  been  in  the  Town  Houfe,  but  hearing  it  to  be  in 
your  cuftody,  defire  I may  haue  it  deliuered  to  my  brother, 
the  Bearer  hereof,  that  I may  difpofe  of  it  as  defigned.  I 
am,  Sr, 

your  humble  feP, 

Ed.  Randolph. 


Magistrates 
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Magistrates  of  New  Eng1?  to  Jenkins:  concerning  Quo 

Warrt.° 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  54  (56),  7 Dec.  1683. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Hono? 

It  hath  been  the  Greate  Unhappinefs  of  his  Majdfs  Good 
Subjects  of  this  Colony  and  particularly  of  thofe  Imployed 
in  the  Governm*  for  feverall  yeares  paft  that  Such  Complaints 
and  Informations  have  been  given  againft  us  to  his  Majli.e, 
and  haue  at  Length  foe  prevailed  y!  his  Maj*!6  hath  ordered  a 
writt  of  Quo  warranto  to  be  Iffued  againft  us  for  the  vacate- 
ing  of  our  Charter  and  Governm!  thereuppon  a Coppie 
whereof  with  his  Majllf  Gracious  declaracon  referring  thereto 
to  all  his  good  Subjedts  heer  have  lately  been  given  us  by 
Mr.  Randolph  and  haue  by  us  beene  Communicated  to  a 
Generali  Affembly  conveened  for  that  purpofe,  wherein  the 
MajT  part  of  the  Mageftrates  haue  for  feverall  weekes  declared 
their  opinion  and  given  their  Vote  to  lay  themfelves  at  his 
Majt5fs  ffeet  in  an  humble  Submiffion  and  Refignation  of 
them  Selves  to  his  Maj11.5  pleafure  being  not  willing  to  Contend 
with  his  Majtie  in  a Courfe  of  Law  but  by  the  next  oppor- 
tunity to  have  difpatched  their  agents  ffully  Impowred  to 
make  our  fubmiffion  according  to  his  Maj1?5  faid  Declaracon 
but  by  no  meanes  can  wee  at  prefent  obteyne  the  Confent 
of  the  depty  Reprefentatives  of  the  people  whereby  It  might 
become  an  Aft  of  the  Corporation,  And  therefore  have 
agreed  to  a powr  of  Atturneyfhip  to  fave  a prefent  Default, 
in  hopes  that  further  time  may  prevaile  to  difpatch  our 
agents  accordingly. 


Wee 
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Wee  humbly  befeech  your  honor  to  believe  vs  when  wee 
fay  that  with  all  lincerity  and  Earneftnefs  wee  haue  endea- 
voured his  Majd?s  Satisfaction  heerein  haveing  been  by  his 
Maj^f5  Gracious  Letters  at  Severall  times,  and  now  at  laft  by 
his  faid  declaration  ffully  allured  that  his  Maj11.6  will  then 
regulate  our  Charts  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  be  for  his  owne 
Service  and  the  good  of  this  Colony,  in  wc.h  wee  have 
been  alfo  perfwaded  and  Directed  by  the  Gentlemen, 
who  on  our  behalf e have  lately  Attended  his  MajH.es  Royall 
Court. 

Wee  know  that  the  reprefentation  of  this  Iffue  and  Im- 
perfedt  Submiffion  will  not  be  pleafeing  to  your  honr  nor  in 
any  wife  acceptable  to  his  Maj11.6  and  yett  wee  have  not  dared 
to  prefume  to  delay  the  Ship  now  ready  to  faile  in  hope  to 
doe  more  therein  at  prefent  lead  It  fhould  be  Imputed  to  us 
that  wee  only  defigne  to  gaine  the  time  but  haue  therefore 
refolved  to  doe  our  duty  in  giveing  yor  Honf  a plaine  and 
true  account  heereof  and  fhall  Earneftly  labour  to  give  the 
people  a better  Vnderftanding  before  the  next  fhip  faile  from 
hence  and  fhall  be  very  joyfull  to  give  yor  honf  thereby  a 
better  account  of  our  fuccefs  heerin. 

Right  Honble 

New  England  Decf  7.  (83.  wee  are 

YoT  Honorf 

molt  ffaithfull  & obedient  Servants 
Sr,  there  were  others  of  P.  Bulkly  S.  Bradftreet  Govr 
ye  Mags  Confenting  to  a Nat:  Saltonftall  W?  Stoughton 
Submiffion  who  haue  Bathol:  Gedney  J : Dudley 
not  fubfcribed,  being  James  Ruffell  W?  Brown, 
returned  home  &c.  & fome 


by 
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by  reafon  of  remotenes  at 

this  feafon  of  ye  year  could  not  attend. 


[ Addrejfed~\  This  ffor  the  R1  Honble 

Sf  Lyonel  Jenkins  Knl  His  Mats 

Principall  Secretary  of  State  &c! 


[. Endorfed ] 


The 


Humbly  prfent. 

New  England.  7 Dec. 

Rec  21  ffebr.  8|.  p Mr  Randolph, 

(who  came  at  y*  time). 

Magiftrates  about  the  Quo  Warranto  brought  againft  them. 


Randolph  to  Jenkins. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  54  (61). 

Right  Honb.Ie  Plymouth,  ffeb?  14.  i68f. 

I arriued  in  Bofton  vpon  ye  26  of  Oc5lb?r  late  at  night  and 
found  their  Gen1.1  Court  that  afternoon  broake  vp.  Their 
Agents  fayling  out  of  ye  Downes  before  me  almoft  a fort- 
night & arriving  ye  22  of  the  fame  month  gaue  them  notice 
that  a Quo  Warrt0  was  brought  againfl;  their  Charter  & 
that  they  might  dayly  expedl  me.  the  next  morning  I de- 
liuered  y?  Gour  his  Ma‘f  Declarations  with  a letter  from 
Mr  Normanfell  Secundary  of  ye  Counter  & therein  a Copy 
of  ye  Quo  Warr\°  The  Gen1.1  Court  was  again  Summoned 
to  meet  vpon  the  7 of  Nober  ffollowing.  Mr  Dudley  one  of 
Their  late  Agents  with  ye  Gour  & major  part  of  the  Magif- 
trates,  nine  of  ye  houfe  of  Deputyes  & as  many  of  their  min- 
ifters  were  for  an  in  tire  fubmiffion  to  the  propofalls  made 
them  in  his  Ma11.68  Declaration.  But  Danforth  with  Mr  Rich- 
ards the  other  Agent  hauing  made  a ftrong  party  in  ye  Houfe 
of  Deputyes  would  not  affent  but  trifle  away  the  tyme,  & 
vol.  m.  35  after 


274 


Edward  Randolph. 


after  aboue  5 weekes  fpent  they  adjorne  till  this  14*  inftant. 
I heare  they  haue  drawn  vp  a letter  & by  this  (hipping  fent 
it  to  yf  Hon?  onely  to  gaine  more  tyme  fuppofing  troubles 
may  arife  in  England  & thereby  all  further  profecution  to 
ceafe.  They  haue  impowred  an  Atturney  to  appeare  for 
them,  and  are  railing  money,  giuing  out  that  tis  to  defray 
the  Colonyes  former  charge,  but  the  poeple  being  highly 
diffatisfied  at  their  Gen1.1  Courts  refufall  of  his  Mall.es  Gracious 
Declaration,  are  refolued  to  take  the  benefitt  of  it,  and  pay  no 
more  rates  vntill  by  vacating  their  Charter  they  be  brought 
immediately  vnder  his  Ma*!3  Lawes  & Gomb  I tooke 
(hipping  at  Bofton  y?  14^  of  Decemb.er  in  hopes  to  arriue 
in  Engd  tyme  enough  for  Mr  Atturney  Gen1.1  to  gett  Judgm? 
entred  againfb  their  charter  but  I haue  been  prevented  by  a 
tedious  & very  dangerous  paflage  & our  (hip  by  the  contin- 
uall  Stormes  made  a meer  wreck.  I haue  either  loft  or 
damaged  all  my  Goods  & neceftaryes  and  am  very  much 
indifpofed  in  body,  which  occaftons  this  rough  & hafty  dif- 
courfe.  I haue  many  things  to  fay  before  your  Hon?  which 
I referr  till  I can  come  vp  and  remaine  in  all  Duty 
y?  Honrs  moft  humble  and 

mod  obedient  Seru? 

EdRandolph. 


[. Addreffed~\  To  the  Right  Honb!e 

Sf  Lionell  Jenkinns 

his  Maj1?  principall  Secry  0f  State 


Att  Whitehall. 


\_Endor/ed'\  New  England. 

14  ffebr.  from  plym. 
M?  Randolph  att  the 
Quo  Warranto. 


To 
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To  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Ma7 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  54  (273),  29  Feb.  i68f. 

A fhort  Narratiue  touching  the  delivery  of  the  writt  of  Quo 
Warranto  and  the  Summons  thereupon  directed  to  the 
Govern"  and  Company  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New 
England  by 

Edward  Randolph. 

May  it  pleafe  yor  Mal.y 

I Landed  at  Bofton  in  New  England  the  26th  of  Odtober 
laft,  where  the  Generali  Court  of  that  Colony  had  fate  about 
Three  Weekes,  but  vpon  notice  given  them  by  their  Agents 
(who  Arrived  4 dayes  before  me)  that  they  might  dayly  ex- 
pert me  with  a writt  of  Quo  Ward.0  againft  their  Charter 
The  Affembly  was  diffolved  Three  or  four  Houres  before  I 
Landed. 

The  next  morning  I delivered  to  the  Governs  yor  Ma*.3 
Declaration  with  the  S unions  and  Copy  of  the  Quo  Ward.0 
vpon  which  the  Magiftrates  were  called  together  and  notice 
was  given  for  the  Generali  Court  to  meet  vpon  the  7th  of 
November  following.  They  mett  accordingly,  and  Spent 
the  next  day  in  Private  ffafting,  The  day  after  I went  into 
the  Generali  Court  and  Delivered  in  open  Court  the  Decla- 
ration vnder  Yor  Mats  Signe  Manuall  with  Printed  Copyes 
thereof,  and  alfo  Copyes  of  the  Proceedings  againft  the 
Charter  of  London,  acquainting  them  withall  that  I had 
already  befpoake  a Paffage  for  my  returne  vpon  a fmall 
Pink  then  bound  for  England,  in  Order  to  Informe  Yor 
Maty  of  my  Proceedings  & Delivery  of  the  faid  Papers,  and 

how 
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how  they  received  the  fame.  After  fome  little  Debate  the 
Govern!;  and  Eight  of  the  Magiftrates  (being  the  Major  Part 
of  thofe  then  Affembled  and  Men  of  the  beft  Eftates  amongft 
them)  pair'd  a Vote  for  an  Intire  Submiffion  according  to 
Yor  MaT  Declaration,  and  Order  their  Sec17  to  carry  it  to 
the  hovfe  of  Deputyes;  who  having  received  the  fame  in- 
fted  of  Returning  any  Anfwer  thereto  Trifle  away  9 dayes 
in  Drawing  vp  an  Addreffe  to  yor  Maty  to  defire  longer  time 
for  their  Anfwer  taking  no  notice  of  the  Vote  fent  them  by 
the  Govern!"  and  Magiftrates,  looking  vpon  the  fame  with 
Reflections  as  tending  to  an  Alteration  in  their  Government 
and  fo  direCtly  againfl  their  Oath  of  fidelity  to  their  Country  : 
That  they  chofe  rather  to  have  the  matter  decided  by  Law, 
then  wrong  their  Confciences  (as  they  pretended)  in  parting 
with  any  priveledges  granted  them  by  their  Charter;  And 
to  the  end  they  might  be  Hill  Encouraged  to  perfifi  in  their 
Standing  out,  a Letter  pretended  to  be  fent  from  a friend  in 
London,  was  handed  about  in  the  houfe  of  Deputyes  advife- 
ing  the  unhappy  and  lamentable  condition  of  the  Towne  of 
Norwich  in  England  fince  the  furrender  of  their  Charter  to 
yor  Maty  as  if  thereby  defrauded  from  all  manner  of  Privi- 
ledges,  Encouraging  the  good  people  to  Stand  out  and  that 
if  occafion  required  they  Ihould  be  furnifhed  with  three 
or  four  Thoufand  Pound  to  defend  their  Charter  againfl: 
yor  Maty.  ffive  weekes  and  more  are  fpent  by  this  houfe  of 
Deputyes  Confifting  now  of  about  fforty  Eight  Perfons,  who 
are  for  the  molt  Part  an  inferior  Sort  of  Planters,  and 
nothing  done  in  Anfwer  to  what  was  propofed  in  yor  Mate 
Declaration : at  lafl  the  Governour  and  Major  Part  of  the 
Magiftrates,  when  they  Saw  they  could  not  prevaile,  having 

but 
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but  9 of  the  houfe  of  Deputyes,  and  as  many  of  the  Cheife 
of  their  Minifters  (being  ffreemen  alfo)  who  in  their  Pul- 
pitts  as  alfo  vpon  all  occafions  preff’d  the  People  to  a 
Dutyfull  Complyance,  Order  their  Vote  to  be  drawn  vp, 
and  after  they  had  all  figned  it,  fent  their  faid  Vote  to 
Mf  Secr.y  Jenkins  by  the  Conveniencey  that  brought  me 
over. 

But  Mr  Danforth  Deputy  Governr  and  Mr  Richards  one 
of  the  late  Agents  with  hue  other  Magiftrates  men  of  I neon* 
fiderable  ffortunes,  but  of  ffaCtious  fpiritts,  Joyne  with  the 
Major  part  of  the  houfe  of  Deputyes  and  Paffe  a Vote  for 
an  Attorney  to  appear  for  them,  and  have  accordingly  Im- 
powered  Mr  Robert  Humphreys  of  the  Inner  Temple  either 
to  defend  their  Charter,  or  to  gaine  a Confirmation  thereof 
And  alfo  to  procure  yor  Mats  Pardon  for  all  former  Crimes 
and  Mifdemeanors  And  that  money  for  either  of  thefe  pur- 
pofes  may  not  be  wanting  They  directed  the  Treafurer  of 
their  Colony  to  make  them  a Creditt  of  Three  Thoufand 
Pound  in  England  according  to  a former  Order  which  had 
Paffed  to  that  effect. 

About  7 or  8 dayes  before  the  Generali  Affembly  broak 
vp,  a libellous  Paper  was  difperf’d  in  Bofton  highly  reflect- 
ing vpon  yo1;  Mats  Proceedings  againft  that  Colony,  as  di- 
reftly  contrary  to  yo"  Mal’s  Gracious  Letters  formerly  fent 
them,  and  further  adding,  That  the  late  Declaration  relating 
to  the  horrid  Confpiracy  was  butt  a fham  plott  That 
the  Govern!:  Magiftrates  and  Minifters  were  grevious  Back- 
Aiders  and  betrayers  of  their  Libertyes  and  Country  &?  It 
was  verily  beleived  that  one  Cheefers  a young  hott  headed 
Minifter  was  the  Author  of  that  Paper,  not  without  the 

Privacy 
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Privacy  of  fome  of  the  Deputyes,  and  therefore  great  En- 
deavours were  vfed  to  gett  the  matter  Smothered. 

About  the  time  of  my  Leaving  Bofton,  after  Seaven 
weekes  Stay  I left  the  Body  of  the  People  very  much  dis- 
contented Refufeing  to  pay  the  Rates  which  were  laid  by 
the  laft  Generali  Court  and  Ordered  out  of  hand  to  be  Col- 
lected; The  Treafurer  alfo  Imployed  the  Officers  for  that 
purpofe  to  Sue  for  and  recover  all  Arrearages  of  Cuftomes 
and  Impofts,  which  Impofts  were  by  them  Ordered  to  be 
Paid  till  the  io1!1  of  June  next  and  no  Longer.  Thefe  are 
Impofts  layd  vpon  all  Goods  Imported  that  Colony  for 
which  having  no  Authority  in  their  Charter  they  have  been 
formerly  accufed,  and  would  thereby  prtend  to  remoue  fuch 
matter  of  Complaint,  And  they  give  out  that  the  money 
laft  Ordered  to  be  raifed,  was  to  clear  off  Publique  Debts 
Lying  vpon  the  Collony,  But  the  Generality  of  the  Inhab- 
itants refolve  to  lay  hold  on  the  benefitt  of  that  prohibition 
lately  fent  by  yof  Ma‘.y  that  they  ffiould  not  fubmitt  to  fuch 
Impofitions  if  yoT  Ma?  Gracious  Offers  were  refufed.  But 
as  to  my  felfe  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  haffen  & 
Compleate  the  Profecuting  the  Quo  Warr1.0  and  to  take  of 
all  hopes  of  Evafion  or  further  delaying  of  time  on  their 
part  I have  brought  over  with  me  two  good  Wittneffes  to 
make  out  the  proofe  of  what  hath  been  materially  objected 
againft  them  in  the  mifmanagement  of  their  Charter,  And 
humbly  befeech  yoT  Maty  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury 
may  be  directed  to  Supply  mee  with  money  to  Pay  their 
Paffages,  and  alfo  to  defray  the  neceffary  difburfements, 
which  will  arife  vpon  the  effeCtuall  foliciting  and  Profe- 
cuting the  Quo  Warr*.0  againft  them  who  have  given  their 
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Attorney 

Defence. 


\_Endorfed~\ 


large  Power  and  a full  Purfe  to  make  their 

All  which  is  humbly  Submitted 
by  &c* 

29‘.h  Feb7  i68f. 

Referrence  of  M.r  Randolph’s 
Narrative  of  Delivery  of  the 
Quo  Warr1.0  to  the  Maffachufets. 


Re?  11  Mar.  8f 
Read  ye  fame  day. 


From  Randolph,  for  supply  of  money. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  54  (242). 

To  the  Right  Honb!e  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
for  foraine  trade  & Plantations. 

(4  March  i68f 

Reprefentation  of  Mr  Randolph.18) 

May  it  pleafe  yr  Lordfp.s 

In  purfuance  of  an  Order  in  Councill  bearing  date  at 
Hampton  Court  the  13^  of  June  1683  directing  Mr  Attur- 
ney  Gen1!  forthwith  to  bring  a Quo  WarP?  againft  ye  Gour 
& Company  of  ye  Maffachufets  Bay  in  New  Eng"!  for  the 
abufes  of  their  Charter,  And  for  the  more  effeftuall  profe- 
cution  thereof  That  Mr  Randolph  do  attend  Mr  Atturney 
Gen1!  with  fuch  Articles  Witneffes  & proofes  as  he  is  able 
to  produce,  I haue  this  day  with  Mr  Ward  Atturney  attended 
Mf  Atturney  Gen1!  with  divers  Articles  of  high  Mifdemean- 
ors  againft  the  faid  Gom!  in  order  to  prepare  an  Information 
to  be  brought  in  againft  them  the  beginning  of  next  tearm, 

And 


18  Different  handwriting. 
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And  haue  now  Witneffes  ready  to  make  out  ye  proofes 
alledged  againft  them  in  thofe  Articles. 

Now  in  regard  there  is  occafion  of  a prefent  difburfement 
of  money  to  pay  the  Charges  dayly  arifing  vpon  profecuting 
their  Charter,  & alfo  to  pay  for  the  paffages  of  my  witneffes 
brought  ouer  with  me  from  New  Engd  & to  fupport  them 
vntill  a tryall  be  had  vpon  ye  faid  Quo  Warrl.° 

Its  humbly  defired  that  a prefent  fupply  of  money  bee 
iffued  out  of  ye  Treafury  to  defray  the  Charges  aboue  faid 
in  order  to  obtaine  a Speedy  & effedtuall  end  of  this  matter 
fupported  onely  by  delayes  & Evafions. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted 

by  etc.  EdRandolph. 

\Endorfed\  Reprefentation  of  Mf  Randolph. 

Read  att  the  Comittee  March  4*  8|. 

To  the  Kings  most  ExcellT  Ma* 

Majfachufetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  31 1. 

the  Humble  peticon  of  Ed  Randolph  fheweth.  that  yr 
Petir  hath  for  8 years  attended  yr  Ma?  feruic  in  ye  affairs  of 
N.  Engd  during  which  tyme  he  mett  with  many  hazards  & 
dangers  both  by  fea  & land  & in  ye  yeare  1679.  fuffaired 
great  Ioffes  in  his  goods  & houfehold  fluff  to  ye  Value  of 
200lb  & upwards  fhipd.  off  from  hear  to  N.  Eng^  hauing  at 
the  tyme  received  yr  Ma?  Commans  to  Carry  4 Commfs. 
vnder  ye  Gr.  Seal  requireing  ye  Gou!  of  ye  Seuerall  Colonys 
there  to  take  ye  oath  for  ye  due  obferuing  the  A61  for  En- 
coaraging  of  Trade  & encreafing  of  fhipping  & Navigation 
made  in  ye  12th  year  of  yr  Mas  Raign  and  alfo  to  carry  one 
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other  Commiffion  for  ye  Eftablifhing  yr  Matis  Gom!  in  ye  P : 
of  N.  Hamp!  & now  in  this  his  laft  return  from  N.  E : in  pur- 
fuance  of  yr  Maf  Order  in  Councill  bearing  date  ye  20^  of 
July  laft  paft.  to  giue  yr  Ma?  an  account  of  ye  delivery  of  ye 
writt  of  2:20  ag!  ye  Boft"  Charter,  hath  by  ye  Extreamity  of 
ftormes  Loft  all  his  Goods  & neceffaryes  aboard  ye  fliip  hee 
returnd  vpon  to  ye  value  of  6olb. 

Now  for  as  much  as  yr  pet!  hath  not  receiued  any  Con- 
fideration  for  all  his  Ioffes  & Hardfhipps  which  in  8 tymes 
paffing  ye  Seas  in  this  difficult  feruice  he  hath  been  Expofed 
to  & feing  it  is  impoffibl  for  any  man  to  vndertak  fo  long 
voyages  & paffe  thofe  many  dangers  as  yr  petnr  hath  done 
without  fome  Ioffes  or  charges  which  could  not  be  forefeen 
or  prevented. 

Yr  petnr  prayes  that  by  your  Ma?  grace  & Bounty  hee 
may  receive  the  faid  value  of  26olb,  without  wc.h  y?  petnr  is 
near  undone. 

Petition  of  Edward  Randolph  to  the  King. 

M a [fach ufetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  310. 

To  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  petition  and  appeale  of  Edward  Randolph 
Collector  Surveyor  and  fearcher  of  your  Mali.es  Cuftomes  in 
New  England.  Sheweth : that  your  Petr  in  purfuance  of  the 
Laws  of  Trade  and  Navigacon  did  in  the  yeare  1680  at  Bof- 
ton  and  at  feverall  other  places  in  New  England  made  diverfe 
feizures  of  fhips  and  Veffells  amounting  to  a confiderable 
value  and  did  profecute  the  fame  in  the  Courts  of  Records 
in  that  Plantation.  That  notwithftanding  fufficient  proofes 
vol.  hi.  — 36  were 
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were  produced  by  your  petitioner  at  the  Tryalls  yet  the 
Juryes  (againd;  Law  & evidence)  did  continually  find  and 
give  damages  ag!  your  Mab6:  Whereupon  no  Courts  of 
Appeal  being  ereCted  in  that  Plantation,  your  Pet!  did  in 
your  Ma*1.63  name  Appeale  to  your  Ma1!6  in  Councill  and  like- 
wife  in  your  Ma11?3  name  moved  that  fufficient  fecurity  might 
bee  taken  by  the  Court  of  the  feverall  defendants  to  anfwer 
your  Mad.e  upon  a rehearing  of  the  faid  & alfoe  when  and 
where  your  Mali.e  fhall  be  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  direCt  & 
appoint.  But  your  Petitioner  was  oppofed  by  M?  Danforth 
hee  alledging  that  it  was  an  infringement  of  their  liberties 
granted  by  Charter,  wch  is  altogether  falfe  and  groundlefs  So 
that  your  pety  could  not  have  his  appeales  entred  or  allowed 
of  or  obtain  any  fecurity  from  the  faid  defendants  whereby 
your  Mat5.e  is  greatly  damaged,  irregular  Trade  countenanced 
to  the  diminution  of  your  Ma*'.63  Cuftoms  here  in  England  & 
vafi:  prejudice  of  this  Kingdome  and  other  your  Ma*1?3  Domin- 
ions for  prevention  whereof  for  the  future,  your  Pety  mofl 
humbly  prays  that  your  Mah.e  would  bee  pleafed  to  give 
leave  & directions  to  him  to  profecute  the  faid  Appeales 
before  your  Mal!e  in  Councill  and  that  the  Maflachufetts  may 
bee  directed  to  anfwer  the  Same.  And  that  your  Mat*  would 
bee  pleafed  to  order  the  examination  of  the  annexed  articles 
ag!  the  faid  Danforth  for  having  openly  refitted  your  Ma**3 
authority  and  feduced  your  Ma**3  fubjeCts  from  their  due 
allegiance  to  the  end  that  if  hee  appeare  guilty  hee  may 
receive  the  markes  of  your  Mat!.es  difpleafure  and  bee  at  leafi; 
removed  from  fuch  publick  offices  of  truft  w0!1  hee  hath  long 
exercifed  in  that  Government  to  your  Ma*1?5  great  differvice. 

And  your  Pety  (as  in  duty  bound)  fhall  ever  pray  etc. 

Edward 
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Edward  Randolph  to  Thomas  Hinckley. 

Hinckley  Papers  in  Bofton  Public  Library. 

Whitehall  March  ye  4th  1683 

Govr,  — I prefented  your  addrefs  with  the  neceffary 
amendments  upon  ye  29th  day  of  Feb.  laft  to  his  Maty  in 
Councill ; that  will  be  printed.  It  was  gracioufly  received  & 
you  will  find  the  benefitt  of  it  in  difpatch  & fettlemt  of  your 
Colony.  When  I receive  further  commands,  fhall  be  your 
ffaithfull  & obedient  Ser*  Ed.  Randolph 

Pray  give  my  hearty  refpedts  to  Mr.  Rawfon. 

\_Endor/ed~\  To  Govr  Hinckley 


Abstract  of  a Letter  sent  mee  March  yh  14.  1683 
from  Boston  in  New  England  (to  Mr  Randolph19). 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  54  (254). 

By  this  oppertunity  I aduife  you  that  on  the  19  of  Xber 
Laft,  the  Governour  and  feuerall  of  the  Magiftrates  Went  to 
the  Cattle  to  fee  what  repaires  were  neceffary  to  bee  done 
(which  was  ordered  (as  is  reported)  the  firft  oppertunity  of 
weather  to  bee  done).  Janr.y  21  : a Towne  meeting  was  held 
att  Bofton,  to  chufe  Jury  men,  at  which  time  My  Davy  and 
Mf  Nowell  Magiftrates,  and  My  Mather  and  My  Allen  Minif- 
ters  were  prefent  in  Court,  4 or  5 Jury  men  were  chofen, 
Then  the  King’s  declaration  was  Publifhed,  Nowell  flood 
up  and  declared,  that  thofe  which  were  free  to  deliuer  up 

their 


19  Different  handwriting. 


284  Edward  Randolph. 

their  Chart?  and  Right  to  the  Countrey  fhould  hold  up  their 
hands,  One  of  the  nonfreemen  flood  up,  afking  whether  it 
did  concerne  the  freemen  only,  Nowell  anfwered  the  free- 
men only,  At  which  the  nonfreemen  went  out  of  the  Court, 
as  they  were  commanded.  And  when  the  freemen  were  to 
vote  by  holding  up  their  hands  not  one  man  held  up  his 
hand,  wc.h  caufed  one  of  the  freemen  to  hold  up  both  hands, 
and  with  Larg  acclamations  cryed  out,  the  Lord  bee  prayfed, 
not  a man  held  up  his  hand  to  the  deliueryng  vp  of  their 
Charter.  Mather  Hands  up  and  exhorts  the  people,  telling 
them  how  their  forefathers  did  purchaffe  it,  and  would  they 
deliuer  it  up,  even  as  Ahab  required  Naboths  Vineyard : 
oh,  their  Children  would  be  bound  to  curfe  them,  They 
might  fee  Examples  enough  before  their  Eyes,  meaning  the 
Citty  of  London  and  their  Neighbouring  Country  of  Pafca- 
taqua.  It  is  certaine  Watertowne  and  two  other  Townes  on 
the  publifhing  the  Kings  Declaration,  Unannimoufly  declared 
for  the  Kings  Goverm!  which  is  recorded  att  the  Towne 
houfe  in  Boflon.  It  is  refolued  that  upon  the  7 day  of  May 
next,  being  the  day  of  their  Elledlion,  there  bee  a New  Gov? 
and  new  Magiftrates,  declaring  againft  Gov?  Bradftreet,  M? 
Stoughton,  M?  Dudley,  Mr  Bulkly,  and  one  more  wch  are 
Enemies  to  the  Countrey.  It  is  refolued  their  Elleftion  to 
be  fuch  as  to  haue  Govn?  and  Magiftrates  to  bee  Unanimous, 
and  its  thought  they  defigne  to  opofe  any  power  from  the 
King.  The  Indians  Eaftwards  are  preparing  for  a Warr 
and  its  faid  will  foone  bee  in  aftion.  Your  Bror  Barnard’s 
caufe  was  called  to  bee  tryed  the  21  : Jan7  Laft,  But  Mr 
Wharton  one  of  his  Security  non  fuited  them  to  their  for- 
row.  They  goe  forward  ftill  to  gather  rates. 


About 
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About  Novemf  Laft  my  Brother  Barnard  went  to  feize  a 
Veffell  which  traded  contrary  to  the  A6ts  of  Nauigacon,  and 
goeing  by  water,  comes  up  with  a boate  goeing  to  giue  that 
Veffell  notice  of  his  defigne,  wherupon  to  prevent  them  hee 
tooke  from  them  their  Saile,  and  gaue  the  Owners  of  the 
boat  fattisfaftion,  but  the  Partys  aboard  the  boate  being 
relations  to  the  Comand'  and  concerned  in  the  Veffells 
Cargo  arreffed  my  Bror  in  4 Actions,  to  the  vallue  of  Six- 
teene  hundd  pounds  as  hee  was  coming  for  England  but 
was  bayled  by  Mr  Wharton  and  others  in  Bofton. 

EdRandolph. 


\_Endorfed~\  Extract  of  a Letter 

from  New  England 
to  Mf  Randolph. 
Reccl  30  May  84. 


A SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  PRESENT  STATE  OF  NEW  ENGLAND. 

New  England  Hijlorical  Genealogical  Regijler , Vol.  XXXVII.  p.  157. 

By  feverall  Grants  of  tradls  of  Land  fome  from  a Great 
Councill  appointed  by  King  James  for  planting  & fetling 
Colonyes  in  new  England  others  by  private  grants  ffrom  ye 
Earl  of  Warwick  in  1643  moft  of  which  have  a confirmation 
under  ye  Great  Seale  in  King  Charles  ye  firft  and  this  King’s 
Reigne.  New  England  is  devided  into  7 fmall  Colonyes  or 
Governments,  at  prefent  managed  by  men  of  weake  & in- 
confiderable  parts : moft  of  them  having  different  Laws  & 
methods  of  Executing  them.  They  are  devided  into  Pref- 
biterians,  independents  — Anabaptifts  — Quakers  — Seav- 
enth  day  men ; who  are  fome  of  them  in  all  Governments. 

Such 
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Such  of  the  church  of  Eng?  th°  the  Cheife  men  & of  good 
parts  not  appearing  foe  till  a regulation  in  Government  from 
hence  directed.  One  chiefe  colony  is  that  of  Bofton,  made 
loe  by  a continuall  concourfe  of  people  from  all  parts  they 
drew  a great  trade  in  ye  world  & indeed  give  Lawes  to  all  the 
reft;  here  all  is  managed  by  their  clergy  without  whom  the 
Magiftrates  venture  not  to  aCt,  as  in  the  late  Example  of 
this  Gov4  upon  receipt  of  his  majefties  letter  & c.  8c c.  here 
noe  children  are  baptized  but  the  children  of  church  mem- 
bers : fome  give  a larger  latitude  8c  admitt  the  gran  children 
of  church  members : others  the  children  of  fuch  who  own 
the  church  8c  promife  to  live  under  their  watch.  But  none 
in  any  of  the  Colonyes  are  admitted  to  the  Eucharift  but 
are  in  full  communion.  All  are  obliged  by  one  way  or  other 
to  maintain  the  Miniftry.  Some  by  making  Contributions 
in  the  meeting  houfes ; anabaptifts  8c  Quakers,  pay  not  un- 
der that  notion  but  are  rated  in  towne  rates  which  is  really 
for  that  intent.  In  Road  Ifland  is  noe  meeting  houfes  built 
nor  children  Baptized  nor  in  deed  any  Government,  Juries 
in  civill  affaires,  not  fwearing  but  profeffing  to  aCt  according 
to  Evidence  8c  the  lawes  of  the  Colony,  and  according  to 
the  directions  of  their  Own  Confcience.  (Their  Lawes  are 
not  printed  nor  known  to  be  other  than  opportunity  or  Juf- 
tice  allowes.)  In  all  the  Colonys  there  are  by  farr  more 
men,  women  8c  children  unbaptized  for  ye  reafons  aforefaid. 
Since  my  being  amongft  them  of  Bofton  I find  them  willing 
to  admitt  of  a minifter  to  baptize  & adminifter  the  Sacram4, 
which  thing  duely  Confidered,  its  not  in  their  election. 

ffor  befides  the  many  forfeitures  of  their  charter  (granted 
by  Charles  the  firft)  even  to  this  day  their  fettling  & aCting 

as 
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as  a Govt  in  new  England  doth  abfolutely  dertroy  their 
charter;  for  they  were  by  that  conftituted  a body  Politick 
& to  aft  here  in  Engd  (as  for  fome  yeares  upon  ye  firft  grant 
they  did)  as  now  the  African  and  Bormodos  company  doe. 
All  which  they  now  well  underhand  & refpeft  his  Majties 
will,  Exert  his  Authority  there  by  his  Governor:  that  power 
upon  their  ftaite  being  folely  inverted  in  ye  King  a govr  will 
be  well  received  & have  an  honorable  fubrtrtence  from  the 
Country  & noe  charge  to  ye  King.  Butt  above  all  its  very 
neceffary  that  his  Majties  fubjefts  fliould  not  be  debarred  the 
ufe  of  the  facraments,  which  onely  will  be  fupplyed  by  fend- 
ing over  difcreet  gentlemen  who  will  find  encourag1  from 
many  by  Baptizing,  Marriing  & Burialls  &c.  &c.  Butt  that 
they  may  not  depend  upon  uncertaintyes  its  to  be  defired 
that  his  Majtie  in  Councill  would  order  a furvey  of  the  money 
gathered  in  ye  yeare  1642 : by  a Patent  & now  managed  by 
the  Honble  Mr  Boyle,  Lord  Anglicys  &c.  &c.  which  did  be- 
fore the  fire  in  London  amount  to  yearly  nigh  iooo^*  per 
annum  but  fince  to  500  or  6oo£.  This  is  called  the  rtock 
for  Evangelizing  Indians.  But  in  truth  the  money  is  be- 
llowed upon  fome  in  ye  Magiftracy  others  in  ye  Minirtry, 
rather  as  penfion  then  any  other  publick  good  works  pro- 
ceeding from  that  charge,  Chriftians  becoming  heathens, 
whilrt  endeavours  are  pretended  to  convert  ye  Infidels.  Its 
therefore  for  reflifiing  fo  notorious  an  errour  humbly  pray’d 
that  ye  Lord  Anglycy  &c.  doe  approve  of  & allow  two  able 
Gentlemen  at  leaft  recommended  by  my  Lord  of  London  to 
be  fent  over  & to  have  100^  a yeare  paid  out  of  that  rtock, 
and  that  Mr  Thomas  Graves  formerly  fellow  of  the  colledge 
in  Cambridge  (a  man  of  great  Learning  & worth)  putt  out 

becaufe 
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becaufe  he  would  not  publickly  difown  the  Church  of  Engd 
be  again  redored  by  his  Majties  Mandamus  & that  an  Exhi- 
bition of  30^  be  yearely  paid  him  (with  the  Charities  of  his 
Majties  Divinity  leCturer)  out  of  Ld  Anglice’s  flock  &c. 

Ed:  Randolph. 

If  it  be  directed  from  his  Majtie  in  Councill  that  none 
fhall  pay  by  rate  or  otherwife  to  their  Minifters  who  will  not 
at  lead  baptize  their  children  It  will  bring  many  about  in 
remote  places  where  their  maintenance  doth  yearly  arife  by 
rate  or  Compofition.  As  to  reducing  the  Bodon  Gentn  to 
his  majties  obedience,  a writt  of  Quo  Warrto  brought  over 
agst  them  by  ye  Atturney  Gen1  will  foon  bring  them  all  to  a 
full  Complyants ; if  that  will  not  doe  his  majties  declaring 
them  to  be  out  of  his  protection  will  bring  them  in  with  a 
witnefs. 


Edward  Randolph  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

New  England  Hijlorical  Genealogical  Regijler,  Vol.  XXXVII.  p.  156. 

26  March  1684. 

1684:  A Generali  account  granted  to  ye  Govr  & Company 
EreCted  in  Engld  for  Evangelizing  Indians  in  New 
England. 

About  ye  year  1643  letters  patent  were  granted  to  ye  Ld 
Warwick  and  other  factious  Lords  as  alfo  to  Hugh  Peters, 
Goodwin : Oliver  Cromwell,  Cornelius  Holland  & other  Se- 
ditious Commoners:  to  the  number  of  18:  with  power  to 
colledl  money  all  over  England  to  difpofe  of  yl  money  ac- 
cordingly. Great  fums  of  money  were  collected  & imployed 

by 
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by  commiffioners  in  New  England  nominated  placed  & dif- 
placed  by  the  faid  Govr  & Company.  See  the  Ordinance  of 
Parliam1  in  Rufhworths  Collections  1643:  Upon  his  late 
Majties  Reftauration  the  Patent  was  renewed  with  enlarge- 
ment of  powers  & fome  members  of  the  former  company 
kept  in.  Mr  Boyle  being  by  ye  late  Lord  Clarendon  made 
Governor  & Mr  Afhirft  made  Treafurer. 

By  thefe  Letters  Patents  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  ye  tyme 
being  has  power  to  infpedt  & call  to  account  that  Govr  & 
Company:  who  are  made  accountable  from  tyme  to  tyme 
to  his  Lordfhp:  for  all  their  revenues  & how  employed.  As 
by  the  letters  patents  in  ye  Plantation  offices  does  at  large 
appeare. 

There  was  formerly  belonging  to  this  Company  800  or 
\ooo£  per  annum  as  I have  been  credibly  informed : they 
were  wont  to  fend  the  yearly  produce  of  this  eftate  to  New 
Engld  to  be  difpofed  of  as  their  truftees  there  thought  ffitt  & 
to  be  accountable  to  ye  Govr  & company.  Great  part  of 
this  eflate  as  I have  been  told  was  in  houfes,  which  were 
burnt  down  in  ye  fire  in  London,  fo  that  their  revenue  is 
lefned  above  halfe,  if  not  more.  Now  inftead  of  fending 
money  to  N.  Engld  they  draw  money  yearely  from  thence 
where  ’tis  faid  they  haue  aboue  2000^  at  intereft.  I could 
never  inform  myfelf  of  any  account  that  has  been  given  of 
this  money,  Since  his  Majties  reftauration.  The  Ld  Chan- 
cellor Nottingham  intended  it  but  was  prevented  by  the 
unhappy  troubles  in  Engd.  I was  ordered  to  attend  his 
Lordsp  but  was  hindered  by  a fuddain  voyage  to  N.  Engd. 
It  did  in  former  tymes  coft  ye  Company  yearly  in  money  & 
goods  above  500^  to  tranflate  into  ye  Indian  Language 
vol.  m.— 37  fome 
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fome  of  Baxters  pamphlets  thefe  are  committed  to  ye  cuf- 
tody  of  Riged  Independent  minifters  under  ye  name  of 
Indian  Miniftrey  & have  a yearly  falary,  they  have  the  dif- 
pofing  thefe  bookes  to  ye  Indians,  but  the  whole  defign 
tends  more  to  ye  encouragement  of  ill  miniftering  then  bene- 
ficiall  to  ye  poor  Indians. 

It  is  humbly  propofed 

That  a commifiion  be  directed  to  Examine  & infpe6l  ye 
flock  & revenue  here  in  England.  — That  they  may  be  in- 
formed how  ye  money  drawn  from  New  England  is  employed 
here  at  home. 

To  know  what  flock  they  have  in  New  England  to  infpedl 
the  accounts  of  their  Truftees  there  and  to  know  in  whofe 
hands  it  now  is  Lodged.  . . . 

Names  of  Gentlemen  in  New  England  to  be  putt  into  the 
Commiffion  of  Enquiry  John  ffitts  Winthrop  — Waite  Win- 
throp  — Richard  Wharton  — Samuell  Shrimpton  — John 
Ufher  — Nicholas  Paige  — Sampfon  Sheafe  — Humphry 
Lyfcomb  — ffrancis  Brenley — Benjamin  Church  & Thomas 
Savage  or  any  7 to  fitt  in  Boflon : power  to  fend  for  all  per- 
fons  concerned  and  their  Bookes  to  adminifler  Oathes  &c. 

And  if  the  A61  for  Charitable  ufes  may  extend  to  New 
England  tis  here  fitt  they  were  likewife  impofed  to  examine 
and  report  upon  the  foundation  of  Haverard  Colledg  in 
Cambridg  New  England  and  to  call  to  account  Mr  Thomas 
Danforth  now  or  lately  Treafurer  of  that  Colledge  and  other 
preceding  Treafurers  and  Truftees  for  that  Colledge 
All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  by 

E.  R. 


March 
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My  Lord  March  26:  1684 

I humbly  recommend  yr  Grace  to  fpeak  to  Mr  Solicitor 
Gen1  about  ye  Patent  for  Evangelizing  Indians  fome  tyme 
fince  left  with  him  by  your  Grace  and  my  Ld  of  London  to 
have  his  opinion  upon  it.  Its  queftioned  by  fome  wheither 
the  Commiffary  for  infpefting  money  given  for  charitable 
ufes  may  not  require  an  account  how  that  Company  have  for 
thefe  many  years  laffc  paft  difpofed  of  that  publick  flock. 

I am  your  Graces  molt  dutyfull  ferv* 

Ed.  Randolph. 

His  Grace 

Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

Petition  of  Edward  Randolph  to  the  King. 

Majfachufetts  Archives , Vol.  CVI.  p.  311. 

To  the  Kings  mofl  Excellent  Matie  the  humble  peticon  of 

Edwd  Randolph  Sheweth 

That  yf  Petnr  being  by  yr  Maties  fpeciall  command  ap- 
pointed yr  Maties  Collector  in  New  Engd  to  infpecT  & regu- 
late the  licentious  pradlifes  in  trade  in  thofe  parts,  hath  in 
perfuance  of  a Ward  granted  by  ye  Right  honb!e  the.  E:  of 
Danby  ld  high  treafurer  of  Engd  receiued  feuerall  directions 
& inftruCtions  from  ye  Comm?  of  yr  Maties  cufloms  for  ye  bet- 
ter management  of  the  truft  repofed  in  yr  Petny  And  in 
regard  that  trade  is  difperfed  in  townes  farr  remote  from 
each  other  as  well  in  other  Colonyes  as  that  of  ye  Maffachu- 
fetts,  they  haue  thought  it  neceffary  & haue  likewife  directed 
that  there  be  appointed  at  leaft  one  Deputy  in  euery  Colonye 
for  whofe  fidelity  yr  Petny  is  to  be  accountable. 
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Now  for  as  much  as  there  are  fforts  & a Caftle  commo- 
dioufly  feated  commanding  all  fhips  & veflells  trading  to  the 
cheifeft  townes  in  each  Colony  & in  regard  there  will  be  no 
ffees  or  profitt  arife  to  ye  faid  Deputyes  vpon  trade  whereby 
they  may  be  encouraged  in  ye  difcharg  of  their  care  & Duty. 

Yr.  Petny  therefore  humbly  prayes  that  yr  matie  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  commiffions  to  Such  loyall  & 
able  Gent  inhabiting  that  Country  to  haue  the  command  & 
charge  of  the  P fforts  & Cattle  and  alfo  to  receiue  inftruc- 
tions  for  preventing  irregular  trade.  And  for  the  better 
fupport  of  Such  Commanders  & inferior  Officers  to  them 
belonging  And  for  defraying  all  incident  charges  that  will 
arife  vpon  the  due  & pundtuall  obfervation  of  the  Seuerall 
Acts  relating  to  trade  & Navigation,  yy  Petny  humbly  prayes 
that  yy  Matie  will  be  pleafed  to  affigne  a Certain  yearely  Sum 
not  exceeding  400^  to  be  iffued  out  of  the  Dutyes  & Cus- 
toms belonging  to  yy  Matie  now  collected  at  Bofton  & other 
townes  in  yy  Ma1?  Plantation  of  New  Eng^  for  & towards 
the  Satisfiing  the  faid  officers  & defraying  the  incident 
charges.  & yy  Petny  fhall  ever  pray. 

To  the  RT  HoNByH  ye  Ld.s  of  ye  Comittee  for  Trade  & 

forraign  Plantations. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  54  (248),  9 Apr.  1684. 

The  humble  Petition  of  Edw?  Randolph 
Sheweth 

That  yor  Lopps  haueing  thought  your  pettr.s  Attendance 
here  in  England  to  be  Ufefull  to  his  Ma‘.s  Service,  either  in 
the  Regulation  of  ye  Govenm!  of  Bofton,  or  in  profecuteing  a 
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Quo  warranto  againft  the  Charter  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay, 
were  pleafed  by  your  Lopps  Order  of  the  30  Sep1  1682 
herevnto  annexed,  to  Comand  your  Petitioner  forthwith  to 
come  to  England  for  the  purpofe  abovementioned  — That 
Upon  notefication  thereof,  your  Petitioner  Imbarquedat  Bof- 
ton  vpon  the  firfl  fhip  bound  from  thence  for  England,  and 
being  arrived  here,  was  required  by  his  Mats  Order  in  Coun- 
cell dated  the  13  day  of  June  1683,  to  Attend  JVP  Attorney 
Generali  with  fuch  Articles,  Wittneffes,  and  prooffes,  as  your 
Petitioner  could  produce  againft  the  faid  Government.  — 
That  your  Petitioner  did  Exhibit  divers  Articles  of  high 
Misdemeanours,  and  Solicited  a writt  of  Quo  warranto  againft 
y?  Govern?  and  Comp*  of  faid  Maffachufetts  Bay ; and  by 
another  Order  of  Councell  bearing  date  at  Whitehall  July 
the  20^  your  Petitioner  was  required  to  carry  his  Ma*f  gra- 
tious  Declaration  to  ye  faid  Governor  and  Comp*  together 
with  ye  writt  of  Quo  warranto  and  Sumons  thereupon,  and 
allfo  to  return  for  England  to  give  his  Ma^  an  Account 
therein  — Now  forafmuch  as  your  petition^  (befides  the 
great  hazard  and  danger  of  two  voyages  in  the  winter  Seafon) 
has  in  purfuance  of  your  Lopps  faid  Order  expended  feverall 
Sumes  of  Money  as  by  the  annexed  Account  doth  appeare, 
which  as  yett  remaine  unpaid 

Your  Petitioner  humbly  prayes  your  Lopps  that  he  may 
be  forthwith  reinburffed  thofe  his  neceffary  Charges  and 
Expencesfor  his  prefent  fupport,  the  better  to  enable  him  to 
attend  the  ends  of  his  being  fent  for  over,  Untill  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  faid  writt  of  Quo  warranto  be  Completed. 


Councell 
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Councell  Chamber  ye  9*  Apr1!  1684. 


The  Right  honob!e  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade 
and  Plantations  haueing  confidered  the  petition  with  the 
Accompt  annexed,  think  the  fame  Uery  reafonable,  and 
recommend  itt  to  the  Right  Honoble  the  Lords  Commiffion- 
ers  of  his  Ma*.3  Treary  for  their  care  therein 

William  Blathwayt. 


9 April  1684. 

Mr  Randolph’s  petn  & Accot  allowed 
& referr’d  to  the  Treary. 


An  Account  of  neceffary  Charges  Expended  by  Edward 
Randolph  in  purfuance  of  an  Order  from  the  Right  Honoble 
the  Lords  of  the  Coihittee  of  Trade  and  fforraign  Planta- 
tions. 


For  my  Charges  in  Soliciting  the  Quo  warranto 
and  my  Expence  in  attending  on  his  MaVe  in 
Councell  att  Hampton  Court  and  at  Winforfrom  - 
ye  PT°  day  of  June  1683  till  the  6th  day  of  Sepr 
following  being  14  weeks 


li  s.  d. 

18  00  00 


For  my  Charges  and  Expences  in  Ireland  being  ^ 
forc’t  into  Lymerick  by  ftorme  j 

For  my  travelling  Charges  Upon  my  laft  Arrivall  ' 
in  New  England,  in  Vifiting  the  Provinces  of 
New  Hampfhire  and  Maine  & ye  Colonies  of 
Road  Ifland  & new  Plymouth,  to  carry  & difperfe 
his  Ma*5  Declarations,  and  other  Papers  commit- 
ted to  my  Charge  and  to  receiue  two  Addreffes  - 


5 00  00 


15  00  00 


For  my  Charges  and  pTent  Expences  till  the  \ 

Tryall  vpon  the  Quo  Warranto  be  determined  J 12  00  00 

£50  00  00 


\_Endorfed\ 
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\_Endorfed~\  Copy 

]VP  Randolph’s  Petition  & 

Acd  allowed  & Referrd 
to  the  Trea7  the  9^  of 
Aprill  84. 

Affidavit  of  M*  Randolph  abT  the  Quo  Warranto. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  54  (203)  ? Apr.  1684. 

Edward  Randolph  of  Bofton  in  N : Engl  Efqr  maketh 
Oath,  That  vpon  ye  receite  of  ye  Letter  from  My  Richard 
Normanfell  Secondary  to  ye  Sheriffs  of  London  bearing 
date  ye  91!1  day  of  July  1683  directed  to  ye  Gouy  & Company 
of  ye  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  N : Eng'!  a duplicate  of  wch  letter 
Certified  vnder  ye  hand  of  the  faid  Mr  Normanfell  with  a 
notification  of  ye  writt  iffuing  forth  vpon  ye  Quo  'Ward.0 
againft  their  Charter  he  this  dep!  was  ordered  to  deliuer  to 
ye  faid  Gouy  & Company,  And  vpon  his  arriuall  at  Bofton 
in  New  Eng'!  he  this  Dep1  delivered  ye  faid  letter  to  Symon 
Bradftreet  Efqr  Gouy  of  ye  faide  Company  who  vpon  his  re- 
ceiuing  ye  faid  letter  did  prefently  affemble  the  Councill  of 
ye  faid  Company  & appointed  a meeting  of  ye  whole  Gen1! 
Court  of  that  Colony  to  be  holden  at  ye  faid  town  of  Bofton 
vpon  ye  7*  day  of  Nobf  then  next  enfuing  to  communicate 
the  faid  letter  to  them  & alfo  to  return  their  anfwear  to  ye 
propofalls  made  them  in  his  Mats  printed  Declaration  bear- 
ing date  at  Whitehall  ye  26  day  of  July  1683  carried  alfo 
ouer  to  them  by  this  dep!  That  vpon  ye  meting  of  ye  faid 
Gen11  Court,  the  faid  Gouy  with  the  Major  part  of  the  Magif- 
trates  then  & there  affembled  in  ye  faid  Gen1!  Court  hauing 
fpent  feuerall  dayes  in  perfwading  ye  houfe  of  Deputyes  to 

fubmitt 
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fubmitt  to  fuch  regulation  in  their  Charter  as  fhould  be  for 
his  Ma*?  feruice  & ye  Good  of  ye  faid  Colony  as  in  ye  faid 
Declaration  more  at  large  doth  appeare  But  the  faid  Gouf 
& the  faid  Major  part  of  ye  Magiftrats  being  ouer  voted  by 
the  faid  houfe  of  Deputyes  did  in  their  letter  from  Bofton 
aforefaid  Diredted  to  Si  Lionell  Jenkins  Knight  principall 
Secry  of  State  etc  : fubfcribed  by  ye  faid  Symon  Bradftreet 
Goul  & by  ye  faid  Major  part  of  the  faid  Magiftrates  which 
letter  this  dep*  hath  feen  and  beleiues  the  fubfcriptions  to  be 
the  Handwritings  of  the  faid  Goul  & major  part  of  ye  faid 
Magiftrates  then  & there  affembled.  In  which  faid  letter 
they  the  faid  Goul  & Magiftrates  do  acknowledge  ye  receipt 
of  ye  faid  writt  from  this  dep!  & alfo  that  they  haue  agreed 
to  a power  of  Atturneyfhip  to  faue  a prefent  Default  in 
hopes  that  further  tyme  may  prevaile  to  difpatch  their  Agents 
accordingly  And  this  Depl  further  fayth  that  within  3 dayes 
tyme  or  thereabouts  before  this  depl  did  fayle  from  thence 
to  Eng'!  that  the  faid  Goul  & Company  as  this  dep!  was 
informed  did  paffe  a letter  of  Atturney  vnder  their  Common 
Seale  & fent  the  fame  vnto  Ml  Robert  Humphreyes  their 
former  Soliciter  to  impower  him  ye  faid  Humphreyes  to  ap- 
point an  Atturney  to  appeare  for  them  the  faid  Goul  & 
Company. 

\_Endor/e(f\  Affedavit  of  E : R : 
about  ye  Q : Warr!° 


Opinion 
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Opinion  of  Mr  Attorny  Gral  touching  the  Quo 
Warranto  agt  N : Eng° 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  54,  (188). 
gr  13  May  1684. 

I Received  yrs  with  Mr  Randols  letter  inclofed.  I pur- 
pofed  to  waite  upon  theire  Lordfhips  this  afternoone  about 
that  matter  but  It  falls  out  that  there  are  feverall  tryalls 
wherein  the  King  and  his  Cuftomes  are  highly  concerned 
wch  come  on  this  afternoone  wch  will  neceffarily  require  my 
Attendance  at  Weftminfter  all  this  afternoone  and  therefore 
I crave  leave  to  give  theire  Lordfhips  an  Accompt  of  that 
affaire  in  Anfwer  to  Mr  Randolls  letter.  The  Quo  war- 
ranto was  brought  againft  the  prefent  members  of  the  Com- 
pany, for  ufurpeing  to  bee  a body  politick  and  the  proceffe 
directed  in  the  ordinary  forme  and  a letter  fent  from  the 
Sherifes  of  London  to  the  Matter  and  members  of  the  Com- 
pany by  Mr  Randoll  but  the  letter  was  not  delivered  till 
after  the  returne  of  the  writ  was  out.  The  Sherifes  princi- 
pall  objedlion  why  he  could  not  returne  A fummons  was 
becaufe  the  notice  was  given  after  the  returne  was  paft.  He 
did  alfo  make  it  a queftion  whether  he  could  take  notice  of 
New  England  being  out  of  his  balywick  upon  Advice  with 
the  Kings  Councill  I conceive  the  beft  way  to  reach  them 
will  bee  by  A Scire  facias  againft  the  Company  to  repeale 
the  patent  and  upon  a nihil  returned  by  the  fherife  of 
London,  A fecond  fpeciall  writ  bee  directed  to  Mr  Randoll 
or  fome  other  perfon  who  fhall  give  them  notice  in  time 
before  the  returne  of  the  writ  who  may  make  returne  thereof, 

VOL.  III.  — 38  wch 
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wch  I humbly  fubmit  to  theire  Lordfhips  confideration  and 
remaine 

Your  faithfull  Servant 

R Sawyer 

May  13.  1684. 


And  upon  two  Nihils  returned  by  the  Sheriff  of  Middle- 
fex  if  they  do  not  appear  Judgtrf  will  be  entered  agl  them. 

\_Endorfed~\  13  May  84. 

Mr  Attorney  GenIls  Opinion  concern  proceed^ 
upon  the  Quo  Warrto  agl  the  Charter  of  the 
Maffachufets  Bay. 

[. Addreffed ] For  Mr  Wynne  at  Mr  Secretary 

Godolphins  office  in  Whitehall. 

[Enclofed\ 

Copy. 

My  Lord  May  ye  2d  t684- 

Yefterday  Mr  Ward  One  of  ye  Clerkes  of  the  Crowne 
Office  who  was  employed  to  draw  the  writt  of  Quo  Warranto 
againft  the  Charter  of  Bofton  informed  Mr  Atturney  Gen1,1 
that  he  had  purfued  the  method  in  the  former  writt  and  not 
brought  it  againft  the  Governour  and  Company  as  by  Char- 
ter is  directed  So  that  after  all  I fear  ’twill  not  anfwere  the 
end  ; befides  ye  Sheriffs  of  London  fay  New  England  is  not 
in  their  Liberties.  Mr  Atturney  feemed  to  be  of  opinion 
that  a new  Writt  fhould  be  directed  to  me  and  I to  goe  over 
immediately  & to  ferve  it  upon  the  Corporation;  but  faid 
he  would  difcourfe  my  Ld  Cheife  Juftice.  I pray  be  pleafed 
to  move  that  Mr  Atturney  give  His  Maty  an  account  of  the 

proceedings 
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proceedings  & what  is  to  be  done  in  Order  to  bring  them  to 
appeare  wch  hitherto  they  refufe. 

I am 

I am  ready  to  goe  to  Yr  Lordfps  moft  humble  Serv1 

New  England  when  Ed.  Randolph. 

commanded,  & may  returne  fooner 
thence  than  this  matter  can  be  iffued,  had 
the  writt  been  drawne  as  it  ought  to  be. 

\Endorfed ] 2 May  (84.)  Copy  of  Mr  Randolph’s  letter. 

about  ye  Quo  Warranto  ag*  New  England. 


Edward  Randolph  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell. 


Collection  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps , Bart . 


Whitehall  May  3 1684 

Sr 

I received  from  Mr  Sampfon  about  ye  29  of  Aprill  your 
to  Thomas  Smith  at  Greenwich  which  till  this  day  I had 
not  tyme  to  carry  theither.  I enquired  about  the  place  & 
proffitts  & find  it  is  a reverfion  of  a place  in  ye  Tower  ffallen 
to  him.  worth  6on  a yeare  there  is  alfo  a Vacancy  of  another 
place  in  the  tower  worth  5011  a yeare  & he  is  very  much 
prefd  to  accept  that.  I delivered  him  your  letter  this  morn- 
ing having  no  directions  from  you  to  the  contrary,  till  now 
that  I am  returned  heither  I find  in  yours  of  Aprill  ye  28^  to 
Mr  Sampfon  that  I am  to  keep  your  letter  by  me  till  I could 
be  informd  by  Mf  Fflamfled  of  fome  other  fitt  perfon  for 
your  purpofe  which  I made  my  bufines  with  him  & he  hath 
affured  me  to  make  a carefull  enquiry  & advife  me  upon  the 
firft  notice.  I fliall  engage  my  univerfity  acquaintance  to 

make 
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make  enquiry  for  fome  ingenuous  perfon  of  4 or  5 yeares 
Handing  not  able  to  fupport  the  Charge  of  longer  expecta- 
tion of  preferment  in  ye  Colledge,  who  would  readily  except 
of  your  offers  & fuch  Hudies  & directions  as  might  qualify 
him  for  ye  end  propofed.  befides  I queHion  not  but  in  3 or 
4 months  tyme  he  might  be  improved  under  Mr  FflamHeds 
care  & afliHance  fo  farr  as  may  make  him  capable  to  ferve 
Mr  Southwell  in  his  travells. 

I have  been  full  of  diffracting  bufmes  and  attendance 
about  the  profecuting  the  Quo  Warrto  and  now  at  laft  we 
have  difcovered  a fundamentall  miftake  in  the  firH  Hep,  the 
Clerk  having  directed  his  writt  againH  the  perticuler  perfons 
in  ye  Gom*  whereas  it  ought  to  be  brought  againH  the  Govr 
& Company  etc : This  night  I am  to  give  Mr  Blathwait  an 
account  at  Winfor  & beleive  I muH  be  engaged  to  make  the 
other  voyage  to  New  Engd  to  make  a com  pleat  fervice.  I 
heare  2 fhips  are  going  for  N.  Engd  from.  BriHol  & if  I have 
fpeedy  orders  to  be  gone  intend  to  gett  a paffage  from 
thence  upon  one  of  them  and  then  I leave  my  brother  be- 
hind me  till  my  return,  who  at  prefent  employes  his  tyme  in 
writing  in  ye  Plantation  Office,  he  hath  lived  a long  tyme 
in  ye  Streights  underHands  Italian  very  well.  & all  mer- 
chants trade  there,  having  travelled  5 tymes  thro  Ffrance  & 
parts  of  Italy  the  Coafls  of  Spaine  Turkey  & Greece.  Fflan- 
ders  & Holland  being  acquainted  in  moH  of  their  languages 
& perticulerly  in  Italian : he  is  willing  to  be  fervicable  in 
Mr  Dens  abfence  to  take  care  of  that  affair  till  my  return 
if  you  pleafe  to  accept  of  him  I hope  in  4 or  5 dayes  tyme 
to  give  you  an  account  of  fome  perfon  having  this  day  fent 
a letter  to  enquire  a Gen1  reported  to  be  very  ingenuous 

lately 
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lately  returned  from  his  travells  from  Rome.  & other  places 
& hath  a rare  fancy  in  limning.  I now  am  more  perticuler 
with  my  freind  about  him : & fhall  not  be  wanting  to  give 
you  an  early  notice  of  him  or  any  other  I can  be  advifed 
may  be  ferviceable  to  your  occafions.  I give  you  my  moft 
humble  fervice  & thankes  for  all  your  favors  and  account  it 
my  happines  if  any  affaire  happens  wherein  I may  be  truly 
ferviceable  to  you  becaufe  I am  Sr 

your  moft  obliged  and 

My  fervice  to  Mr  mod  obedient  fervant 

Southwell  & ye  young  Ed  Randolph. 

Ladyes. 

[ With  f iperjcription ] To  the  Hond 

Sr  Robert  Southwell 
at  King  Wefton 
neer  Briftoll 


Randolph  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell. 

Collection  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps , Bart. 

Sr  Whitehall  May  i3t.h  1684 

I have  yours  of  ye  5*  inftant.  by  which  I find  you  are  in- 
tended to  trye  Mr  Tayler,  I have  engaged  feverall  freinds 
to  enquire  for  a perfon  proper  for  your  purpofes.  & am  not 
out  of  hopes  to  find  out  fuch  an  one.  if  I make  any  flay  here 
which  is  yett  very  uncertain,  for  this  day  was  read  a report 
from  Mr  Atturney  in  ye  Committee  wc.h  inclines  the  Lords  to 
believe  it  neceffary  for  me  to  go  over  yet  once  againe,  but 
the  matter  will  be  fuller  difcourfd’  next  fryday  in  Councill. 
at  Hampton  Court  and  if  I am  to  go  over  intend  to  go  by 

way 
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way  of  Briftoll.  I have  no  freind  in  that  town  to  whom  I 
can  engage  to  take  care  for  an  accomodation  aboard  any  of 
the  fhips.  reported  to  be  in  a readines  to  fayle  for  N.  Engd  I 
therefore  defire  ye  favour  of  you  fpeake  to  Mi1  Henly  to  dif- 
courfe  Cap1  Alexander  of  the  tyme  of  his  fayling  wheither 
he  will  carry  over  a paffenger  or  two  to  be  in  his  great 
Cabbin : I hope  to  be  ready  in  a fortnight’s  tyme  if  there  be 
a neceffity  of  my  fayling  yet  once  againe  upon  ye  fame  er- 
rand. We  heare  the  Commiffion  of  Admiralty  is  expiring 
& to  revert  to  his  Royall  Highnes.  the  Princeffe  of  Den- 
mark was  delivered  of  a dead  daughter.  Dy  Oates  arrefted 
Saterday  laft  at  ye  Dukes  fuite  (as  reported)  for  fcandalum 
magnatu.  & yefterday  removed  himfelf  from  ye  Counter  to 
ye  Ks  Bench : I humbly  thanke  you  for  your  kind  invitation 
to  Kings  Wefton  & fend  to  My  Southwell  & the  young 
ladyes.  the  inclofed  to  ad  to  their  Collection  of  pictures, 
and  am  Sy  your  moft  humble  fervant 

Ed.  Randolph. 


[ With  fuperfcription~\  To  the  Hond 

Sf  Robert  Southwell 
at  Kings  Wefton 
neer  Briftoll 


Randolph  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell. 

Colleftion  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps , Bart. 

Sf  Whitehall  May  17*  1684 

Such  hath  been  ye  variety  & truely  inconfultednes  in  our 
late  method  relating  to  ye  proceedings  againft  the  Boftoners 
Charter  That  till  Thirfday  laft  I expeCted  his  Ma‘  com- 
mands to  make  another  trip  to  New  Engd  but  then  with 
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fome  difficulty  Blathwayt  convincd’  Mr.  Atturney  (who 
all  along  covered  the  overfight  or  rather  negleft  of  his 
clerk)  of  the  former  errour,  & now  by  his  report  wee  are 
fetled  in  another  way  & I hope  by  the  end  of  next  term  to 
gett  Judgm1  entred  agl  their  Charter,  unleffe  prevented  by 
fome  extraordinary  providence  (as  the  Boftoners  hope  for) 
for  I find  every  one  concernd’  that  there  hath  been  fo  great 
delayes  in  a bufines  of  fuch  concern  to  his  Mat. 

I have  putt  under  Mr  Samfons  cover  fome  letters  directed 
to  my  freinds  in  New  Eng?  which  I defire  Mr  Tayler  may 
be  engaged  to  deliver  to  fome  of  ye  Matters  now  bound  for 
Bofton.  Sr  I have  no  acquaintance  in  Briftoll.  I have  no 
prefent  opportunity  of  fending  my  letters  from  hence,  which 
hath  obliged  me  to  give  fo  much  trouble  to  your  freinds. 
Severall  of  ye  principle  Nobility  of  Scotland  are  come  to 
London  upon  a diffatisfadlion  and  difagreement  betwixt 
them  & their  chancellor  I am  promifed  a difpatch  of  all 
our  N.  Engd  affaires  in  2 months  tyme:  till  which  tyme  I am 
to  ftay  and  fhall  be  alwayes  ready  to  receive  your  comand 
as  farr  as  is  in  the  power  of  Sr 

your  moft  humble 

I am  troubled  that  I have  given  you  moft  obedient  ferv* 
or  Mr.  Henley  any  care  about  procuring  E Randolph 

a paffage  to  N.  Engd  upon  any  fhip 
in  Briftoll:  I am  now  engaged  to  folicite 
new  man  in  a new  profecution 

[ With  fuperfcriptio7i\  To  Sr  Robert  Southwell  — 

at  Kings  Wefton 
neer  Briftoll 
prefent  — 


His 
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His  Mat.s  Pass  to  M?  Randolph. 


State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  54  (307),  24  May,  1684. 


Charles  R : 

Charles  the  Second  by  ye  Grace  of  God  King  of  Engl 
Scotland  ffrance  & Ireland  Defend!-  of  ye  faith  etc.  To  all 
Admiralls  vice  Admiralls  Cap1.5  of  Our  fhips  at  fea  Gour.s  of 
our  foraine  plantations,  Command1-.8  of  Our  forts  & Garrifons : 
And  to  all  Mayors  Sheriffs  Juftices  of  ye  Peace,  Bayliffs 
Conftables  Cuftomers  Comptroulers  Searchers  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  Concern  Greeting.  Whereas  we  haue  thought 
fitt  to  employ  the  Bearer  hereof  Edward  Randolph  Efqr 
Collector  Surveyor  & Searcher  of  Our  Cuffoms  in  Our  Col- 
ony of  New  Eng?  in  America,  vpon  Our  fpeciall  feruice  to 
Our  faid  Colony.  Our  will  & pleafure  is  and  wee  do  hereby 
require  & Command  you  (as  wee  do  defire  all  Admiralls 
vice  admiralls  Captaines  & other  the  Officers  of  the  Shipps 
of  Warr  of  any  Prince  or  State  in  amity  with  us)  to  fuffer 
the  faid  Edward  Randolph  and  his  two  Seruants  with  his 
baggage  & neceffaryes  freely  & quietly  to  paffe  from  this 
Our  Kingdome  vnto  our  faid  Colony  of  N.  Eng?  and  vpon 
his  arriuall  there  that  hee  be  ciuilly  & kindly  treated,  & 
affifted  vpon  all  occafions  where  in  hee  may  ftand  in 
need  of  the  aide  & furtherance  of  Our  Good  Subjects 
vpon  Our  faid  Colony,  in  order  to  ye  better  Difpatch  of  ye 
Commands  wee  haue  giuen  him  And  that  finally  hauing 
performed  the  fame  hee  be  Suffred  wth  like  freedome  to 
return  back  into  this  Our  Kingdome.  Giuen  at  Our 


Court 
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Court  at  Winfor  ye  24th  day  of  May  1684  in  ye  36  yeare  of 
Our  Raign. 

By  his  Mats  Command. 

Sunderland. 


[ ' Endorfed}  Copy  of  his  Mat!.es  Paffe 

Granted  to  EdRandolph. 


MR  Ross’s  Lre  to  Mr  Randolph. 


State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  55  (379). 

Sr 

Being  Lately  in  Amfterdam  Accidentally  Came  into  my 
hand : A Letter  from  Bofton  wch  I had  time  to  Coppy,  and 
findeing  you  Concerned  therein  thought  good  to  Send  you 
the  Coppy.  It  is  a long  time  Since  I fee  you  in  Scotland 
where  yor  Favors  Ever  Obliged  me  to  be 

Yor  Humble  Servl 

Fryday  June  6*.h  [1684] 

George  Ross. 

For 

\Jic\  Edmund  Randall  Efqre 

at  the  Plantation  Office 
at  Whitehall. 


[Endor/ed ] N?  1. 

Copy  of  Mr  Roff’s  letter 
to  Mr  Randolph  with 
Mr  Mathers  letter  to 
Mr  Englifh  at  Amfterdam: 
dat  3 Dec : 88. 


vol.  hi.  — 39 


Joseph 
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Joseph  Dudley  to  Edward  Randolph. 

MaJJach nfetts  Hijlorical  Society  Collettions , Fourth  Series , Vol.  VIII.  p.  484. 


D.  to  R. 

June  7.  1684. 

I luppofe,  notwithftanding  all  the  Delayes  you  complain 
of,  if  Mr  Atturney  General  pleafe,  Trinity  Term  may  end 
His  Majties  fuit,  & make  Way  for  his.  perfect  Satisfaction. 
When  I may  expeCt  to  fatisfy  myfelf. 

I have  fince  fometimes  Drank  your  Health  at  my  Dame 
Taylors. 

Wee  well  know  that  your  Influence  & Induftry  may  pre- 
vail much.  Sr  Wee  drink  your  Health,  & are 

Your  moft  humble  Servts 

J.  D. 

Thaddeus  Mackarty. 


Edward  Randolph  to  Gyles  Randolph. 

Hijlorical  Papers  by  C.  IV.  Tuttle,  p.  325. 

[London]  June  19,  1684. 

Bro.  Gyles,  — I have  not  further  to  trouble  you  by  this 
fhip  only  to  acquaint  my  friends  what  was  done  in  their 
Charter  yefterday  at  ye  Court  of  Chancery:  A Rule  for 
judgment  to  be  as  of  this  Term:  but  in  cafe  they  fhall  ap- 
pear by  the  firft  day  of  next  Term  & plead  fo  as  to  go  to 
tryall  that  Term,  then  the  judgment  not  to  be  recorded. 
By  the  inclofed  you  fee  what  is  done  with  Dr  Oates.  To- 
morrow Sir  Thomas  Armftrong  is  to  be  executed  at  Tyburn. 

Here 
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Here  was  a flying  report  that  Fergufon  was  taken,  but  that 
is  contradicted.  Be  fure  you  [are]  very  exaCt  in  your  cer- 
tificates for  Ships  loaden  for  Barbados,  Jamaica  etc:  Sir 
Richard  Dutton  goes  now  aboard  for  Barbados.  My  blef- 
fing  to  my  Dear  children.  Be  careful  in  delivery  of  all  my 
letters  as  directed,  & believe  that  I am 

Your  very  Lo  : Brother, 

Ed.  Randolph. 

My  fervice  to  Mr.  Shrimpton,  Mr.  Wharton  & Mr.  Uflier: 
& to  all  my  friends. 


Order  of  Chancery  for  entring  JudgemT  agT  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Charter  if  they  doe  not  come  to  Tryall 

NEXT  TERME. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Entry  Book  61,  p.  203,  21  June  1684. 

Mercurij  xxj°  die  Junij  ann  RRs 
Car : 2d.'  Triceffim  fext,  Intr  Dom™  Reg™ 
quer  Gufcnator  & Societat  de  Maffachufetts 
Bay  in  Nov  AngL  Deftes. 

Whereas  by  an  Order  of  the  1 21!1  of  this  inflant  June  vpon 
the  Motion  of  Mr  Williams  on  the  behalf  of  the  Defend1?  It 
was  Ordered  That  the  Defend1?  fliould  have  further  time  to 
appeare  to  feverall  Writts  of  Scir  fac  iffued  on  ye  behalf  of 
his  Ma1/  againft  the  Defend1?  for  revoking  their  Charter 
vnlefs  Mr  Atturney  Generali  haveing  notice  fliould  on  the 
141!1  of  this  inflant  fhew  caufe  to  the  contrary,  which  Said 
Order  vpon  the  Motion  of  Mr  Atturney  Gen1!,  Mr  North  and 
Mr  Ward  on  behalf  of  his  Ma1?  for  the  reafons  then  She  wen, 
was  abfolutely  difcharged,  Now  vpon  opening  the  matter 

this 
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this  prefent  day  vnto  this  Court  by  Mr  Atturney  Generali,  Mr 
North  & Mr  Ward  on  his  Mats  part,  alledging  that  contrary 
to  the  Order  of  the  i2l.h  whereby  caufe  was  to  be  fhewen  the 
14^  the  Regr  hath  drawn  vp  the  Order  to  have  caufe  fhewn 
this  day;  which  is  a prejudice  to  his  Malr  by  the  delay  of 
this  caufe : It  was  therefore  prayed  that  the  faid  miltake 
maybe  redlifyed  and  the  Order  of  the  14^  be  made  abfolute, 
foe  that  Judgement  may  be  entred  vp  for  his  Maty  for  their 
non  appearance.  But  vpon  hearing  Mr  Keck  and  Mr  Raw- 
linfon  & Mr  Phillips  on  the  behalf  of  the  Defend1?  fuggefting 
that  they  had  noe  notice  of  the  faid  Writts  of  Scire  Facias, 
tho5  they  had  of  the  Quo  Warranto  lately  brought,  and 
therefore  prayed  time  to  fend  over  to  New  England  to  have 
an  anfwere,  and  vpon  hearing  what  was  infilled  on  by  Coun- 
fell on  either  fide,  This  Court  doth  think  fitt  and  foe  Order 
that  Judgem!  be  entred  vp  for  his  Mal.y  vpon  the  faid  Scire 
Facias,  as  of  this  Terme;  but  in  cafe  the  faid  Defend1?  doe 
peremptorily  by  the  firft  day  of  the  next  appeare  and  plead 
to  Iffue,  foe  as  to  take  notice  of  a Tryall  to  be  had  the  fame 
Terme,  then  the  faid  Judgment  by  the  confent  of  Mr  Attur- 
ney Generali  is  to  be  fett  afide ; but  in  default  thereof  the 
faid  Judgement  is  to  Hand  and  to  be  recorded  accordingly 
with!  further  mocon. 

P Carew  Guidott. 


Mr  Devenish. 


Dep:  Regr 


This  is  the  Order  pronounced  by  the  Court ; pray  lett  it 
be  entred ; It  very  much  concerns  the  King. 

R.  Sawyer. 

16 
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16  July  1684.  Representation  of  Mr  Randolph  of  the 

STATE  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETS  COLONY. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  54  (270). 

To  the  Right  Honb!e  the  Lords  of  the  Comittee  for  Trade 

and  foraine  Plantations. 

May  itt  pleafe  your  Lordfp.ps 

I am  informed  by  feverall  letters  from  Bofton  in  New 
England  as  alfo  by  feverall  perfons  Lately  come  from  thence 
that  fince  my  Leaueing  that  place,  the  Govern!  and  Magif- 
trates  there  haue  beene  uery  bufy  in  repairing  their  fortifica- 
tions, and  vpon  the  7l.h  day  of  May  Laft  being  the  time  of 
their  Elleftion,  M!  Dudly  (one  of  their  Late  Agents)  Ml 
Browne  and  M!  Gidney,  who  haue  beene  for  many  years 
Magiftrates  were  with  great  contempt  and  Scorne  Left  out 
of  that  Number,  becaufe  they  voted  for  Submiffion  to  his 
Matls  pleafure  in  regulating  of  their  Goverment  Signified 
in  his  Laft  Declaration  to  that  Colony,  and  very  feditious 
and  inconfiderable  perfons  were  chofen  in  their  places,  and 
that  Mr  Stoughton  and  Mr  Bulkly  their  former  Agents,  who 
were  likewife  in  the  fame  vote,  being  vnwilling  to  counti- 
nance  the  proceedings  in  the  Governm!  there  haue  difmiffed 
themfelues  from  the  Magiftracy  Wherupon  about  70  of  the 
cheif  Merchants  and  Gent"  on  horfeback  that  after  noone 
accompanied  Mr  Stoughton  and  Mr  Dudley  to  their  houfes 
2 or  3 miles  diftant  from  Bofton  Leaving  the  people  very 
much  diffatisfied.  By  thefe  means  the  A6ts  of  Trade  and 
Navigation,  ftill  oppofed  by  this  party,  are  now  renderd  in- 
fignificant,  and  the  faction  haueing  gotten  the  foie  Govern- 
ment 
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ment  into  their  hands  (a  thing  never  till  this  time  attempted) 
may  in  fhort  time  proue  very  prevallent  and  dangerous,  they 
continueing  to  raife  money  vpon  the  Ihabitants  as  formerly, 
notwithftanding  his  Malles  Declaration  to  the  contrary. 

What  the  Evill  confequences  of  thefe  proceedings  if  not 
fpeedily  taken  notice  of  & prevented  may  proue  is  humbly 
Submitted  to  your  Lordp.s  confiderations. 

By  your  LordfpPs 

moft  humble  Serul 

Ed  Randolph. 

[. Endorfed ] Mr  Randolph’s  Reprefentation  concern  the  proceedings 

at  Bofton  fince  his  coming  away. 

Read  at  ye  Committee  16^  July  84. 


Edward  Randolph  to  Samuel  Shrimpton. 

Mather  Papers,  Vol.  V.  p.  68,  in  Bofton  Public  Library. 

Whitehall,  July  18th,  84. 

Sr,  — I receiued  your  kind  lines,  & thank  you  for  your  care 
in  my  affaire.  Mr.  Nelfon  hath  fent  me  a very  indifcreet  let- 
ter, but  if  he  had  not  fet  his  name  to  it,  I fhould  haue  guefd 
from  whence  it  came.  I will  not  fteale  away  his  mother, 
nor  be  concerned  with  any  where  he  has  to  do : I find  all 
are  mad  in  your  country,  and  that  Mr . Mather  ye  Bellowes 
of  Sedition  & Treafon , has  at  laji  attained  his  end  in  fetting 
his  fools  a horfe-back.  If  they  do  not  mend  their  manners, 
fome  of  them  may  ride  to  the  divill.  No  better  newes  could 
come  to  me  then  to  heare  Mr.  Dudley  principally  was  putt 
out  of  ye  Election,  the  fitter  man  to  feme  ye  King  & his 
Country  in  an  honorable  ftation ; for  they  haue  declared 

him 
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him  fo : I hope  in  god  all  will  do  very  well,  except  your 
madmen  endeavour  to  run  ye  people  into  a Rebellion. 
You  haue  Mr.  Mather  s letter  fent  to  Mr.  Gouge  of  Amfler- 
dam , fent  to  Major  Dudley ; I defere  him  to  let  you  haue  a 
copy  of  it.  pray  haue  a ftrift  eye  upon  my  Daughters  Betty 
& Mary.  Their  fitter  Jane  hath  fhewn  them  a very  bad  ex- 
ample, & is  a loft  child  to  me.  God  giue  her  grace  to 
repent.  I found  Mr.  foy  could  not  bring  ouer  a horfe  as 
you  expe6ted.  pray  haue  a little  patience,  & you  will  haue 
choice  in  a little  tyme  brought  you  ouer : my  feruice  to 
Madam  Shrimpton,  and  to  all  our  freinds : I haue  no  newes 
to  fend  you  ouer,  onely  that  Sr  Edwd  Dering,  one  of  the  Lords 
Commrs  of  the  Treafury,  is  dead  ; and  fo  is  Sr  George  Dow- 
ning : I fend  my  Brother  ouer  to  fucceed  my  Bro : Gyls,  and 
Mr.  Thatcher  is  no  longer  to  be  concernd,  as  I now  writ  to 
him.  I am  in  great  haft  & greater  trouble,  & remain,  Sr, 

Your  affured  freind  & Serv 

Ed:  Randolph 


Mr.  Shrimpton. 


Moneys  received  and  paid  for  Secret  Services  of 
Charles  II.  and  James  II.  from  30TH  March  1679  to 
25TH  December  1688. 

Publications  of  the  Camden  Society  [1851]. 

July  19th  1684. 

To  Edward  Randolph,  for  his  charge  and  expenfes  li'  d 
laid  out  in  profecuting  and  folliciting  the  quo 
warranto  brought  ag*  Maffachufetts  Bay  . . . 50  o o 

(MR 
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(MR  Mathers?)  to  (Mr  Gouge?)  at  Amsterdam. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Bundle  55  (382),  3 Dec.  1683. 

Bofton  in  New  England 
the  3?  of  the  x‘.h  1683. 

Sr 

I am  Oblidged  to  you  for  yor  fauor  in  writeing  me  by  or 
agents  returne  wc.h  Letter  I haue  receiued  & Obferue  w*  you 
write  Concerneing  affaires  in  England,  & how  or  ffreinds 
are  there  wrongfully  abufed.  I am  glad  God  has  preferued 
or  good  freind  Mr  ffergufon  and  Sent  him  ouer  to  yor  Side 
the  water  where  theire  Mallice  Cannot  reach  him,  Wee 
haue  (before  Yors  came  to  hand)  heard  the  great  Sufferring 
of  Seuerall  of  the  Seruants  of  the  Lord ; What  you  Say  as 
to  their  Intentions  to  roote  out  gods  word  from  amongfl  Vs, 
I will  Say  with  the  Lords  prophet  David,  the  Righteous 
alfoe  Shall  See  this  and  feare  and  Shall  Laugh  them  to 
Scorne  I am  well  Affured  of  the  happy nefs  to  that  great 
ffreind  of  Gods  Caufe  the  Lord  of  Shaftfbury  who  you  Say 
Dyed  in  or  Good  ffreind  Mr  Kicks  houfe  if  they  could  hee 
Should  haue  Certainely  beene  Cutt  off  by  thofe  Evill  Dooers 
for  they  can  New  mold  the  Law  as  [they]  pleafe  and  Make 
it  theire  Studdy  more  to  pleafe  men  then  God ; Corrupt  are 
they  and  are  become  abominable  in  theire  Wickednefs,  there 
is  None  that  doth  good ; Jehovah  Looked  downe  from 
heaven  Vpon  the  Childeren  of  men:  to  See  if  there  were  any 
that  would  Vnderftand  and  Seeke  after  him  No:  All  are 
Seekeing  after  Vanity  & haue  Not  God  before  their  Eyes; 
Truely  I muff  Say  with  you  : Neauer  was  any  Age  Soe  farr 
gon  in  whoreing  after  theire  owne  Luffs  and  pleafures,  Yea 

from 
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from  the  King  that  Sitteth  on  the  throne  to  the  beggar,  An 
Vnwife  man  doth  Not  well  Confidder  this,  and  a foole  doth 
Not  Vnderftand  it.  It  was  a great  greife  to  me  to  heare  the 
death  of  that  good  Lord  Ruffell,  and  how  barberoufley  the 
Earle  of  Efiex  was  Murthered  in  the  tower,  wee  may  See 
w*  halfe  an  Eye  wch  way  they  Intend  to  driue  poore  Eng- 
land. Well  wee  can  onely  Say  with  holy  Dauid,  Our  God 
Shall  Come  and  Shall  Not  Keepe  Silence,  there  Shall  goe 
before  him  a Confumeing  fire,  a mighty  tempeft  Shall  be 
Stirred  Vp  round  about  him,  to  whome  wee  will  Comitt  all 
our  Concernes.  I thanke  you  for  the  Care  you  haue  taken 
in  geting  thofe  prints  in  ready nefs  to  Send  me  by  the  Next 
Shipp ; pray  lett  mee  haue  the  following  bookes  Sent  with 
them,  the  New  Couenant  of  Scottland,  Carryll  Vpon  Job,  & 
My  Owen’s  laft  workes  with  Some  of  yoy  New  Geneva  prints : 
that  I may  Colledt  of  all  to  Sweeten  the  Milke  to  the  pallate 
of  thefe  Good  Chriflians  Who  praifed  be  God  receiue  with 
Cheerefullnefs  oy  adminiffcration.  I am  glad  to  heare  the 
Lord  hath  raifed  a Defendy  for  his  people  in  Hungary,  and 
I am  Certainely  of  Opinion  the  Lords  Worke  will  be  done 
by  thofe  heathens,  and  the  Whore  of  Babylon  Shall  fall ; his 
late  Signes  in  the  Heauens  did  foretell  Such  workes,  my 
Prayers  Shall  be  Continually  for  theire  Victory  for  Certainely 
it  is  his  will  it  Shall  be  Soe. 

As  to  Affaires  in  thefe  Etes  wch  you  defire  to  haue  acco!  of 
I Shall  tell  you,  the  Same  Weeke  as  our  agents  Arriued 
Randolph  did  alfo  arriue  with  a Sumons  from  the  King  for 
our  Charter,  the  Next  day  after  he  arriued  was  a Sadd  fire 
burnt  downe  the  richeft  -Pte  of  the  towne,  wch  Some  beleiue 
was  done  by  his  Meanes,  for  a few  dayes  after  he  went  out  of 

vol.  m. — 40  towne, 
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towne,  or  Certainely  hee  would  haue  Ended  his  dayes  through 
Some  of  the  tumultious  Sufferrours,  he  has  Made  it  his 
buifnefs  to  Spread  the  Kings  Declarations  all  about  the 
Country:  and  perfwaded  two  Collonyes  to  ffall  of  from  their 
Vniteing  with  Vs;  A Generali  Court  hath  beene  Called 
here  wch  hath  beene  held  ffourteen  dayes,  the  Gouernour 
and  Seuerall  of  our  Majeftrates  Not  regarding  theire  Oath 
to  God  and  the  Country  Efteemeing  rather  to  pleafe  his 
Ma?  haue  Voted  to  Surrender  Vp  their  Charter;  but  the 
Dep^  GouernoT  w\h  Seuerall  other  Majeftrates  & moft  of  the 
houfe  of  Deputyes  who  feare  God  more  then  Man  are  for 
keepeing  our  priuillidges  wch  is  my  Opinion  alfo : for  I Can- 
not Vnderftand  whye  wee  Should  giue  away  what  the  Lord 
God  hath  afforded  Vs,  and  what  Euer  the  Event  may  be 
Wee  Ought  to  ftand  by  them  with  our  Liues  and  ffortunes, 
for  Soe  Ahab  required  Naaboths  Vinyard,  Wee  haue  had 
good  Encouragem!  from  England,  for  Severall  good  & Wor- 
thy men  among  the  Law  Docters  haue  Councilled  Vs  to 
Stand  it  out  at  Law,  wch  moft  giue  Vs  hope  wee  Shall  be 
able  to  Mainteyne,  though  the  Charge  be  Very  great,  but  in 
England  money  will  doe  much,  this  Randolph  has  beene 
a Mortall  Enemy  to  our  Country  and  moft  Say  if  he  had 
Not  often  Moued  his  Ma*7  it  would  Neauer  haue  beene  his 
Concerne,  for  he  was  Satisfied  with  our  Sending  away  the 
Comiff1 ? wch  came  ouer  Some  Yeares  Since,  It  has  Coft 
thefe  poore  people  a great  Deale  of  money  and  if  2 or  3000 
pounds  will  buy  it  off  wee  haue  thofe  who  will  giue  it,  Wee 
haue  good  ffreinds  in  England  who  will  largely  Contribute, 
but  Dare  Not  be  Seen  for  feare  of  troubles. 

Wee  Expect  great  Quantetyes  of  our  ffreinds  to  Come 

ouer 
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ouer  from  England,  God  will  Certainely  Avenge  the  blood 
of  his  Saints,  and  thofe  who  liue  Shall  See  & feare  or  great 
Jehovah.  Oh:  that  wee  may  Not  bow  the  Knee  to  Baal 
Nor  worfhip  any  graven  Image,  Or  God  is  the  great  God 
& Jehovah  is  his  Name,  he  hath  Strengthned  the  people 
in  the  Wildernefs  and  made  his  power  Knowne  to  the 
Heathen,  Yet  wee  haue  Some  that  run  a Whoreing  after 
theire  owne  Inventions  and  fall  off  from  our  Church,  Oh : 
that  God  would  Send  a Daniell  to  Interprett  the  Viffions 
wch  or  King  may  dayly  See  in  the  Heauens,  leaft  it  be  Said 
No  more,  beware,  beware,  but  Vengancce  fall  Vpon  the  Na- 
tion: I will  Say  with  John  ye  Diuine,  here  is  Wifdome  lett 
him  that  hath  Vnderftanding  Count  the  Number  of  the 
beaft  for  it  is  the  Number  of  a Man  and  his  Number  is  Six 
Hundred  three  Score  and  Six  and  God  will  Certainely  full- 
fill  his  Sayeings.  Pray  when  you  See  Mr  ffergufon  giue  him 
my  Kinde  Sallutes,  if  he  continue  his  refolution  of  Comeing 
ouer  here,  he  may  be  Sure  of  a harty  Welcome,  but  I feare 
he  muft  be  forced  to  Chainge  his  Name,  for  though  wee 
haue  power  in  or  Charter  to  receiue  & protect  who  flye  for 
perfecution  Sake  as  Wee  did  Gouffe  & Whaley,  Yet  wee 
feare  that  priuilidge  will  be  forced  from  us  God  graunt  wee 
may  haue  the  Enjoym!  of  our  heavenly  Charter;  wch  Jefus 
Chrifi  hath  purchafed  for  us,  and  would  alfoe  bee  Demanded 
if  Some  Dare  Venture,  but  there  wee  Should  Meete  and  the 
Sheepe  Shall  be  Knowne  from  the  Goates,  But  Now  a 
Jefuit  is  a Courtier  a Seruant  & what  you  will  Soe  as  he  be 
Noe  Enemy  of  the  Court,  he  may  be  any  thing,  Some  re- 
port here  that  Mr  Oates  is  out  of  ffavour  for  Difcouering 
the  Popifh  Plott  Ha;  had  he  but  Sworne  for  them  hee 

would 
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would  Certainely  haue  been  a Bifhop,  if  ST  L : J.  had  pleafed. 
this  comes  to  you  by  way  of  Barbados,  a Jew  goeing  thither 
& So  to  yor  place,  has  promifed  to  Deliuer  it  into  yor  owne 
hands,  pray  giue  my  harty  refpedts  to  good  Mf  Kick  to 
whome  I will  write  by  a Shipp  that  may  Sayle  about  3 
weekes  hence,  Mr.  Kicks  Sonn  is  a Hopefull  Young  man 
& one  I dare  Say  that  feares  the  Lord,  Randolph  returnes 
Vpon  a Shipp  wch  will  Sayle  about  3 weekes  hence,  God 
will  Surely  follow  him  where  Euer  he  goes  for  he  has  much 
prejudiced  us.  If  he  Should  Mifcarry  in  his  Voiage  it  is 
Gods  Juft  Judgm!  Pray  let  me  heare  from  You  by  all  Oc- 
cations,  and  lett  yof  Prayers  be  Conftantly  for  us,  as  wee 
Continually  Pray  for  You  and  for  all  the  true  Serut5  of  the 
Lord,  I will  Conculde  in  Sayeing  the  Lord  Liueth  and 
bleffed  be  my  Strong  helper  and  praifed  be  the  god  of  our 
Saluation,  Jehovah  is  his  Name:  to  him  I Comitt  you  and 
in  all  Sincerity  am  Yor.s  in  Chrift  Jefus 

To  my  Worthy  ffreind  J:  M: 

My  G: in  Amfterdam.  by  way  of  Barbados. 

To  ml  Englifh  Minifter  at  Amfterdam. 

\_Endorfed^\  N?  2.  N.  England  3 Dec:  1683.  Copy  of  Mr  Mathers 
leter  to  Mr  Englifh  at  Amfterdam  Recd  from  Mr  Randolph] 
1 Dec:  t688.  \Jlc\  Sr  [ffr :]  Leftrange  tooke  Notice  of  this 
letter  by  ordr 


Edward 
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Edward  Randolph  to  Samuel  Shrimpton. 

Mather  Papers , Vol.  V.  p.  69,  in  Bofton  Public  Library. 

[London]  July  26.  1684. 

Sr,  — I haue  alfo  receiued  yours  of  Bofton,  June  5*  for 
which  I heartily  thanke  you,  & for  your  cautions  therein. 
Euery  line  fpeakes  great  loue  & freindfliip.  I am  prepared 
to  anfweare  Gov.  Cranfeild  & Mr.  Dyer’s  reports  of  me 
here  at  home.  As  to  ye  french  wine,  I value  not  any  of 
their  difcourfe.  I onely  with  you  had  as  much  more  now 
by  you.  Sr,  I haue  not  tyme  to  write  particularly  to  yr.  lady 
as  I ought,  but  I intreat  her  to  giue  creditt  to  me,  when  I 
affure  her  that  nobody  in  your  Colony  will  be  difturbed  in 
their  worfhip;  but  when  I heare  how  foolifh  your  people 
haue  been  in  their  late  Election,  I cannot  but  very  much 
blame  Brother  Allen,  who  cannot  forbeare  blowing  the  bel- 
lowes.  Its  naturall  to  him  to  be  medling  in  Gou\  & now 
lett  the  party  fee  what  a monfter  they  haue  made  of  their 
Magiftracy ; compofed  of  ffooles  & knaues : I am  ex- 

treamely  folicitous  that  Mr.  Dudley  might  haue  the  foie 
Gou*  of  N.  Engd,  for  no  man  better  underftands  the  confti- 
tution  of  your  country,  & hath  more  loyalty  & refpeft  to  his 
Mat,es  affaires,  but  I dare  not  openly  appeare  in  it,  leaft  it  be 
thought  there  is  fome  private  defign  in  it,  but  I am  upon 
all  occafions  hinting  his  meritt  to  his  freinds : But  as  yet 
there  are  no  refolutions  taken,  wheither  one  Gour  ouer  the 
whole,  or  a diftinft  Gour  over  your  Colony,  to  be  allowed  of 
by  his  Matie,  with  the  addition  of  N.  Plymouth:  & till  that 
be  under  confideration  twill  be  very  improper  to  make  any 

applications 
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applications  about  it.  Sr,  be  confident  no  tyme  or  opportu- 
nity fiiall  be  loft  to  promote  Mr.  Dudley’s  intereft,  for  in 
that  all  our  happines  confifts.  I am  certain  things  awhile 
ago  would  haue  been  eafily  brought  about ; but  now  your 
people  haue  madly  contriued  their  Security.  Euery  body 
here  that  is  generally  well  inclined  to  your  Country  are  fo 
ftartled,  that  I am  forced  to  take  paines  to  convince  them 
that  the  late  proceedings  are  not  the  a£i  of  the  whole  Col- 
ony. I fend  you  inclofed  a copy  of  Mr.  Nelfon’s  letter, 
which,  when  read  & fliown  to  Major  Dudley,  committ  to 
the  fire.  I am  unwilling  to  expofe  him  for  Mrs.  Tayler’s 
fake.  Pray  prefent  my  hearty  refpe6ts  to  your  lady,  and 
once  more  I make  my  folemn  proteft,  that  if  your  minijlers 
do  not  preach  up  rebellion , as  lately  Mr.  Nowell  did  in  his 
Artillery  Sermon , & Mr . Mather  in  his  late  letter , they  may 
preach  till  they  and  all  their  hearers  are  tyred : But  that 's  a 
thing  very  naturall  to  them:  Mr.  ffoy  has  been  very  diligent 
in  all  his  affaires.  I hope  to  fee  him  in  a better  imploy, 
when  your  Country  is  once  fettled. 

Sr,  I give  my  Blelfing  to  my  Daughters,  & remain 
Sr,  Your  moft  allured  friend  & moft 
humble  feru*, 

Ed.  Randolph. 

Fryre  hath  lately  putt  in  Articles  againft  Mr.  Cranfield, 
which  render  him  here  a very  ill  man,  & in  tyme  will  do 
his  bufinefs.  I heare  not  one  word  from  him,  Mr.  Mafon  or 
Mr.  Chamberlain. 

[To]  Mr.  Shrimpton. 


Edward 
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Edward  Randolph  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

New  England  Hijlorical  Genealogical  Regijler , Vol.  XXXVII.  p.  158. 

Auguft  23d.  1684. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace  — 

Such  has  been  my  continued  zeale  to  fettle  his  Majties 
affaires  in  n Engd  that  I have  thereby  raifed  my  felfe  many 
enemyes  here  in  London,  who  by  their  falfe  reports  that  I 
have  gott  a great  eftate  in  his  Majties  fervice,  have  invited  an 
Anabaptift  at  Deale  to  bring  an  Adlion  of  125^  principle 
money  a gl  me  for  which  I was  engaged  nigh  14  years  ago; 
and  the  plaintiff  knew  that  by  fire  I had  loft  above  1000^, 
and  had  the  remainder  of  my  eftate  nigh  1130^  more  fwepd 
away  by  being  further  engaged  for  a very  unjuft  brother  in 
Law  & never  intended  to  fue  me  for  it.  It  is  not  unknown 
to  your  Grace  that  I was  fent  for  by  an  Order  of  the  Lords 
of  ye  Committee  for  Trade  (your  Grace  being  prefent  as  I 
remember)  to  profecute  a Quo  Warrto  a g1  ye  Bofton  charter: 
that  Immediately  I expofed  myfelf  to  ye  Dangers  of  ye  Seas  ; 
leaving  my  family  and  fmall  eftate  in  Bofton  to  attend  here 
his  Majties  Commands.  I have  remaining  due  to  me  above 
400^  upon  account  in  ye  Treafury  & hoped  upon  petition  to 
have  fome  money  allowed  me ; but  wanting  that  fupply  I 
ftill  lie  under  a very  chargeable  confinement:  which  will 
fpeedily  ruine  me  & overthrow  his  Majties  intentions  to  reduce 
that  whole  plantation  to  the  rules  of  Goverm1  in  regard  I 
have  no  vifible  eftate  in  Engd  & fo  cannot  procure  Bail  to 
the  Adfion  as  is  expefted.  Yefterday  a Gentn  condoling 
my  unhappy  Condition  offered  me  50^  to  be  depofited  in 
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the  hand  of  the  Sheriffe  as  Caution  for  my  liberty  till  ye 
next  Term  begins;  and  that  loan  will  be  then  duely  re- 
turned to  thofe  concerned.  I humbly  fubmitt  my  felfe  to 
your  Graces  favour  intreating  that  your  Grace  will  pleafe  to 
promote  fo  Chriftian  a propofall  that  others  of  the  Lords  of 
his  Majties  Councill  being  encouraged  by  your  Graces  Exam- 
ple may  in  a few  days  make  that  money  up  220  £ & if  your 
Grace  think  not  fitt  to  have  your  money  in  the  fheriffs 
hands  I fhall  defire  Mr  Povey  of  the  Plantation  office  to 
referve  it  in  Bank  for  my  liberty  & your  Graces  ufe  againe. 
My  lord  this  prefent  advance  will  be  of  greater  benefitt  to 
me  than  above  twice  as  much  given  me  at  Mich3  for  this  is 
the  tyme  of  my  extremity  & I fhall  thereby  be  enabled  to 
folicit  the  procuring  my  money  in  the  Treafury.  I have 
defired  Dr  Morice  to  lett  me  know  your  Graces  intention 
herein  and  humbly  fubfcribe  in  all  Duty  your  Graces  moft 
dutyfull  & moft  obedient  fervant, 

ED.  Randolph. 

Edward  Randolph  to  Simon  Bradstreet. 

Mather  Papers , Vol.  V.  p.  76,  in  Bofton  Public  Library. 

[London]  Sep  : 4 : 1684. 

To  the  Hond  Symon  Bradftreet  Efqf  Govf 

Hond  Sr, — I moft  gratefully  receiued  the  favour  of  yours 
of  ye  7*  of  June,  which  I fhall  improve  to  the  benefitt  of 
your  Country  ; if  their  continued  provoking  his  Mat!e  by 
their  idle  phancyes  do  not  render  them  at  laft  vnfitt  to  re- 
ceiue  that  favour  & grace,  which  has  been  fo  often  tendred 
them. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  as  yet  can  be  done  till  the  beginning  of  next  term, 
and  then,  in  cafe  they  fhould  [in]  tyme  enough  fend  over 
new  power  to  their  Atturney  to  plead,  upon  his  appearance, 
it  will  but  inflame  the  reckning.  But  what  care  your  peo- 
ple: They  haue  the  Gou1  now,  & will  hold  it  as  long  as  they 
can,  knowing  they  fhall  never  be  troubled  more  in  that 
ftation. 

Sr,  you  excufe  me,  that  altho’  I know  you  are  Gour,  yet  I 
difcourfe  of  the  manage[ment]  of  your  Gouv1,  as  if  you  were 
not  concerned  in  it.  truely  I am  glad  they  take  it  off  from 
you  : I am  fure  the  whole  mifcarriage  ought  to  be  truely 
placed,  and  that  no  innocent  perfon  in  your  Colony  ought 
to  fuffer  becaufe  fome  men,  great  profeffors,  have  infpired  a 
fa6tion  to  aft  contrary  to  their  duty  to  their  King,  and  the 
good  of  that  Country  they  have  fworn  to  gouern. 

Sr,  Its  true  Mr.  Mather  did  deny  to  lett  me  haue  ye  Com- 
paffe  you  were  pleafed  to  trouble  your  felfe  to  write  about, 
(as  I remember,)  he  telling  me  there  was  another  whofe 
polarity  was  altered,  & that  was  in  ye  State  Houfe  in  Am- 
fterdam  : this  is  enough  to  affure  you  that  I difcourfd  him 
about  it,  but  methinkes  he  miftook  his  fubjefit,  if  he  intended 
to  improve  his  intereft  in  Amfterdam,  & procure  that 
Compas  be  fent  to  Engd,  when  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gouge , of 
ye  3 °f  ye  1 of'  month,  he  reviles  the  Governmt  he  lines  under . 
taxing  yr  Hon!"  & Severall  of  ye  Magiftrates  with  little  leffe 
then  perjury  & vnfaithfullnes  to  your  Country:  It’s  then  no 
wonder  you  & the  feuerall  of  ye  Magiftrates  had  fo  few  votes 
at  ye  nomination,  when  one  of  the  Sanedrim  had  fo  magif- 
terially  prejudged  you  all.  I take  no  notice  of  his  reflecting 

upon  ye  proceedings  of  affaires  in  Engd,  I hope,  upon  occa- 

vol.  hi.  — 41  fion, 
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fion,  he  is  able  to  make  good  his  feverall  affertions,  & his 
politick  obferuations ; but  when  Sr  Lionell  Jenkins  afizd  me 
what  his  name  was  who  wrote  the  letter , & Jinding  it  to  be 
Mr.  Mather , (as  I could  well  informe  him)  he  /aid,  What , is 
it  that  Star-Gazer ; that  halfe  diffracted  man?  & tooke  no 
more  notice  of  him,  (as  he  deferued).  I remember  when  I 
was  laft  with  you,  you  were  all  alarumd  with  a fcribled  paper 
(as  twas  called)  abounding  with  treafonable  reflections  upon 
his  Matie,  & vndecent  difcourfes  of  your  Hon!:,  & others;  but 
the  Author  not  being  proved,  nothing  that  I heard  of,  came 
further  of  it;  but  I haue  by  me  Mr.  Mather’s  originall  letter, 
which  he  promifed  he  would  write  to  good  Mr.  Kick  by  a 
fliip  which  would  fayle  about  3 weekes  hence,  (as  in  the 
letter),  in  which  letter  he  has  treated  me  very  much  vnlike  a 
Good  chriflian,  much  leffe  a Minifler  of  God’s  word.  Butt  I 
thank  God  I heartily  forgiue  him,  & haue  endeavoured  in 
noe  way  his  difquiett,  but  pray  that  he  may  repent  of  fo 
great  a fin  againft  the  King  & many  of  his  good  fubjects. 
I beleiue,  had  I but  one  of  the  letters  your  Agitators  carried 
about  the  Colony  before  your  laft  Election,  there  would  be 
found  very  little  difference  betwixt  the  matter  of  thofe  & 
this  lettr : If  anything  bring  an  unexpected  alteration  in 
your  eccleflaflicall  adminiftration,  its  occafloned  by  thofe 
who  would  blow  up  into  a flame  thofe  diffentions  they  haue 
been  fo  long  a kindling:  I haue  been  obliged  to  produce  this 
letter , to  affure  fome  of  the  Lords  how  ill  your  Honr  & 
Magiflrates  who  voted  for  a duty  full  fubmiffion  to  his  Matie, 
etc . are  refented  by  the  heads  of  the  faction  ; the  better  to 
confirm  their  Lordfis  good  opinion  of  you.  I am,  in  that 
libell  (for  I cannot,  in  refpecl  to  his  Matie,call  it  a letter, ) 

faid 
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/aid  to  be  a mortall  enemy  to  your  Country.  Could  any 
thing  be  contrived  of  more  dangerous  confequence  at  fuch  a 
criticall  minute,  as  this  paper.  All  the  enimyes  you  haue, 
(if  you  haue  any)  could  not  giue  fo  mortall  a wound  to  your 
ecclefiadicall  affairs  as  this ; for  what  prince  will  fuffer 
their  fubjects  to  be  indructed  by  fuch  Teachers,  when 
one  of  the  chiefeft  vents  abroad  into  the  world  for  great 
truth,  fuch  feditious  difcourfes  as  thefe:  after  all  this  my 
budnes  fhall  bee  to  gett  all  that  is  pad  buried  here  in  obli- 
vion ; praying  heartily  that  your  people  may  dudy  to  be 
quiett,  & in  all  duty  & obedience  fubmitt  to  thofe  powers 
that  are  fett  ouer  them ; Some  of  them  (I  feare)  beleiuing 
their  Liberty  is  as  large  as  their  confciences : I diall  not 
faile,  by  way  of  Barbados,  if  opportunity  of  diipping  pref- 
ent  not  here  for  Bodori,  to  give  your  Honr  advile  how  your 
affaires  are  here  like  to  be  carried.  I pray  God  grant  it 
may  all  anfwear  the  expectations  of  the  good  & prudent 
people  in  your  Colony,  and  end  in  your  perfect  peace  & 
tranquillity,  which  are  the  hearty  prayers  & endeavours 
of  Sr, 

Your  very  much  obliged  & mod  humble  fer* 

Ed:  Randolph. 

My  humble  feruice  to  your  lady,  to  Mr.  Willard  & his 
wife,  & to  Mr.  Dudley  Braddreet. 

Sr,  Mr.  Chickley  was  at  Virginnia,  loaded  tobacco  there, 
carried  it  to  Glafcow  in  Scotland,  fold  it  there  ; from  thence 
went  to  Rotterdam,  where  he  loads,  & is  bound  directly  for 
Bodon  : he  ought  to  be  taken  care  of,  for  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury  haue  notice  hereof : perhaps  fome  of  his  faylers 

may 
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may  betray  him.  I beleiue,  where  you  have  ground  to  fuf- 
pe6l,  you  may  make  the  matter  of  his  pink  enter  upon  oath. 

John  ffroft  has  been  in  Holland,  but  whence  he  will  come 
to  you,  or  from  what  port,  I know  not,  but  he  ought  to  be 
taken  notice  of  alfo : I write  not  this  to  Mr.  Thatcher:  they 
are  too  nigh  related  to  haue  any  good  done  vpon  a diftant 
information : E.  R. 


Measures  to  be  taken  after  vacation  of  Charter. 

State  Papers , Colonial , E7itry  Book , 108,  p.  21. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  & Plantations 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  White  Hall 
Saturday  the  8 t.h  of  November  1684. 

Prefent:  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Prefident,  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Earl  of  Middleton,  Earl  of  Craven, 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  Earl  of  Sunderland,  Earl  of  Peterborow, 
Earl  of  Aylefbury,  Lord  Godolphin,  Sf  Leolin  Jenkins. 

New  England.  The  Earl  of  Sunderland  having  acquainted  the 
Committee  with  His  Maty.’s  Pleafure  that  the  Charter  of  the 
MafTachufets-Bay  being  now  Vacated  vpon  a Scire  Facias, 

The Govemmt to  their  Lops  fhould  confider  what  Methods  of  Gov- 
bee  considered" of.  ernmen|-  may  kee  fitted:  for  His  Majefty’s  Service 

a commission  to  in  thofe  parts,  as  alfoe  that  a Commiffion  and 

bee  prepared  for  1 

coii  Kirk.  Inftrudtions  bee  prepared  for  CoR  Piercy  Kirk 
whom  His  Maty  hath  appointed  Governor.  Whereupon 
their  Lop.s  taking  notice  that  the  Government  of  the  Prov- 

NewHampshrto  ince  of  New  Hampfhire  being  already  in  His 
bee  added.  Maty.’s  hands,  are  of  opinion  that  it  bee  put  vnder 

the  Government  of  Coll  Kirk  vpon  the  Revocation  of  Mr 

Cranfeild’s 
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and  N.  Plimouth.  Cranfeild’s  Commiffion.  And  that  the  Colony  of 
New  Plimouth,  having  no  legal  Charter  or  Conftitution  may 
bee  alfoe  fit  to  bee  annexed  thereunto,  together  with  the 
Province  of  Main.  Province  of  Main,  Which  the  Corporation  of  the 
Maffachufets-Bay  lately  bought  of  Mr  Gorges  the  Proprietor. 
But  becaufe  there  remains  fome  doubt  whether  the  Pro- 
priety of  that  Province,  being  placed  in  Truftees  by  the 
if  the  Propriety  Corporation,  bee  legaly  devolved  vnto  His  Maty 

bee  devolved  on  A # J 

the  King.  vpon  their  diffolution  ; It  is  ordered  that  this 
Cafe  bee  Hated  to  Mr  Attorney  General,  and  that  if  hee  bee 
of  opinion  that  this  Province  is  devolved  to  His  Ma‘.y,  it  bee 
then  annexed  to  the  Government  of  Colt  Kirk. 

Their  Lops  doe  like  wife  obferve  that  the  Colonys  of 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Conedticut  are  governed  at  prefent  by 
Charters  granted  by  His  Maty  in  the  year  1663  which  are 
not  yet  vacated  by  any  Proceedings  at  Law. 

Their  Lop.s  entring  vpon  the  confideration  of  fitting 
Powers  for  the  Governor,  and  having  firH  ordered  the  Char- 
ter of  ye  Maffachufets  to  bee  read,  It  is  agreed  that  the 
The  council  to  Governor  have  a Council  of  twelve  perfons  to  bee 
chofen  by  the  King,  Five  of  whom  are  to  bee  a 
Five  a Quorum.  Quorum,  and  that  they  bee  fufpended  by  the 
Govt  as  hee  {hall  fee  caufe.  And  that,  vpon  the  death  of 
, , the  Gov:  th’eldeft  Counfellor  doe  prefide  as  in 

Vpon  death  or 

cbounnsdiohAoprS  other  Plantations.  And  that  an  Affembly  bee 

side. 


called  when  the  Gov'  fhall  fee  occafion.  [It  is 
alfoe  propofed  that,  vpon  the  fitting  of  an  Affembly,  the 

Marriages  to  bee  GovT  endeavor  to  pafs  an  Adt  for  confirming  fuch 
confirmed.  Marriages  as  have  been  made  by  Magiflrats,  And 

that  none  bee  made  after  that  time  but  by  the  Clergy.] 
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The  Abflradt  of  my  Lord  Howard’s  Commiffion  for  the 
The  commission  Government  of  Virginia  is  alfoe  read  and  ordered 

to  bee  like  my  Ld  0 

Howard’s.  to  kee  the  Rule  and  Model,  whereby  the  Commif- 
Martial  Law  to  fion  to  Cott  Kirk  is  to  bee  prepared,  with  this 

extend  to  Soldiers  # A p 

in  pay.  Difference  that,  befides  the  Exigences  wherein 

the  Martial  Law  is  to  bee  executed,  it  extend  alfoe  to  Soldiers 
in  pay. 

It  is  likewife  ordered  that  there  bee  a Claufe  in  the  Com- 
The  church  of  million  giving  particular  Countenance  and  en- 

England  to  bee  0 o i 

encouraged.  couragement  to  the  Church  of  England.  And 
that  one  of  the  Churches  at  Bofton  bee  fet  apart  for  that 
fervice. 

Their  Lo?s  will  take  into  further  confideration  what  Rule 
ought  to  be  fet  for  Appeals,  or  Whether  the 
fumme  fhall  not  exceed  two  Hundred  pounds 

or  more. 

As  alfoe  what  Salary  may  bee  requifite  for  the  Governor, 
AndtheGovrs  And  whether  it  may  not  bee  fit  to  continue  the 
salary'  prefent  Taxes,  vntill  the  Affembly  fhall  grant 

fuch  as  are  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  Government. 

The  Petition  of  Mr  Edward  Randolph  is  delivered  by  my 
Lord  Prefident  from  His  Ma*.y,  wherein  Mr  Ran- 
dolph prays  that,  in  confideration  of  his  Services, 
hee  may  have  a Grant  of  the  place  of  Secretary  and  Re- 

to  bee  secry and  corder  of  the  Maffachufets- Colony,  Which  their 
Recorder.  Lo?s,  taking  notice  of  his  paft  fervices  and  ability 

to  ferve  His  Mal.y,  agree  to  report  their  opinion  that  the  faid 
Places  bee  conferred  on  him. 


Appeals  to  bee 
Considered  of. 


Mf  Randolph’s 
Petition. 
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Letter  from  Mathers  to  Dudley. 

State  Papers , Colonial , Bundle  55  (384),  10  Nov.  1684. 

Worthey  Sy 

I returne  you  my  Humble  thankes  for  yoy  Civillity  in  let- 
ting me  haue  a Coppy  of  a letter  pretended  to  be  Dated  at 
Bofton  the  3:  10:  1683  & Subfcribed  J : M : wch  it  Seemeth 
to  Some  yi  Know  me  Not,  to  haue  Suppofed  me  to  be  the 
Author  of  it,  but  I affure  you  it  is  None  of  mine  the  forger 
of  it  begins  with  a Lye,  in  the  firfl  line,  for  he  fpeakes  as  if 
Mr  Gouge  had  written  to  me  by  our  agents,  wch  he  neuer 
did  : and  as  if  he  had  Informed  me  asy!  the  Earle  of  Shaftf- 
bury  died  in  my  Kicks  houfe,  when  as  No  man  Euer  writt 
any  Such  thing  to  me : he  reprefents  me  as  a perfon  well 
affured  of  Shaftfburyes  happinefs,  and  as  Efteemeing  him 
the  great  ffreind  of  gods  Caufe ; they  that  are  acquainted 
with  me,  know  that  I neuer  had  an  high  Opinion  of  that 
Gentleman,  this  Manifefts  the  letter  to  be  a peece  of  forgery, 
for  that  reffledlion  on  his  Maty  and  what  is  aded  Concerne- 
ing  the  Lord  Ruffell  & Effex,  they  are  the  Expreffions  of  the 
forger  & None  of  mine;  he  pretends  as  if  I lent  to  Amfter- 
dam  for  the  New  Couen!  of  Scotland,  Carill  Vpon  Job:  and 
My  Owens  laft  workes,  Now  herein  he  has  Soe  grofely  played 
the  foole,  Soe  as  to  difcouer  the  letter  to  be  a Meere  peece 
of  forgery  ; as  for  the  New  Couen!  of  Scotland,  I Neauer 
heard  of  Such  a thing,  Vntill  I faw  it  in  this  wicked  Letter, 
Nor  doe  I to  this  day  Vnderftand  what  is  themeaneing  of  it, 
Carill  haue  beene  in  my  Studdy  this  ffifteen  Yeares,  & if  I 
had  him  Not  it  is  likely  yt  I Should  Send  to  Amfterdam  for 
My  Carill  & Do&er  Owens  workes  wch  are  here  Sold  in  Bof- 
ton : 
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ton : I might  Obtaine  them  Sooner,  and  Cheaper  from 
Lond?  then  from  Holland,  and  whether  fuch  bookes  are  to 
be  bought  in  Amfterdam,  or  No,  I Know  not ; by  this  then 
onely  he  Spitts  Some  of  his  Vennome  againft  Some  of  thofe 
Excellent  men,  of  whome  the  world  was  Not  worthey;  but 
he  Addeth  with  Some  of  the  Geneva  Prints  that  I may  Col- 
lect of  all  to  Sweeten  the  Milke  to  the  Pallats  of  thofe  good 
Chriftians  who  receiue  with  Cheerefullnefs  our  adminiftra- 
tions  this  is  Extreemely  foolifh,  I hope  Noe  man  that  is 
acquainted  with  me  can  Suppofe  Such  rediculous  Stuff,  had 
dropt  from  my  Pen,  he  farther  reprefents  me  as  y*  I Knew 
by  the  Signes  in  the  Heauens,  that  the  heathens  Should 
deftroy  the  whore  of  Babilon,  in  this  alfo  he  hath  A6ted  like 
a foole,  for  Now  all  men  may  Know  that  this  letter  was 
Neuer  Written  by  me,  Since  my  Judgm*  is  declared  in  print 
Exprefs  Contradictory  ; Soe  what  is  here  pretended  in  my 
bookes  of  Comitts  page  129  & 130  I Endeauor  to  proue  by 
the  Scripture,  that  Rome  Shall  Not  be  Deftroyed  by  Mohe- 
met,  but  by  other  hands,  and  how  often  haue  I declared  yf 
the  appeareance  of  a blazeing  Star  is  Not  to  be  Slighted  that 
Mortalls  Cannot  tell  what  the  pticuler  Events  are,  that 
Shall  follow  Yet  Such  Phinominas  are  Seen,  when  the 
forger  of  Lyes  goes  on  & tells  how  Randolph  was  SufpeCted 
to  haue  had  a hand  in  the  laft  fire  In  Bofton  and  that  if  he 
had  Not  gon  out  of  Towne,  the  tumultious  Sufferrers  would 
haue  Ended  his  dayes.  Now  thefe  are  things  I neauer 
heard  of  before,  therefore  I could  Not  write  them;  the 
Letter  forger  Saith  yl  Randolph  has  -Pfwaded  two  Collonies 
to  fall  of  from  Vniteing  with  us;  this  is  a great  vntruth, 
and  Some  Vpon  reafonable  termes  ConjeClure  that  No  man 

Except 
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Except  Randolph  Could  tell  Such  a Impudent  Lye,  when 
the  whole  Country  Knowes  the  Contrary;  what  he  farther 
adds  of  the  Gouernor  & Dep^  Gouernour  8lc.  as  Concerneing 
the  Honb!e  Gouernour  is  a Scandalous  falfhood,  & to  difcouer 
the  Malice  of  the  forger,  Not  onely  againft  me  but  againffc 
this  Colloney:  Nor  is  it  likely  that  I Should  Speak  of  mens 
Venturing  theire  Hues  & fortunes,  that  being  an  Expreflion  No 
wayes  Sutable  to  my  Genius;  he  alfo  Sheweth himfelfe  to  be 
a Child  of  ye  Devill,  by  what  he  writeth  Concerneing  Dodtr 
Oates  & Sr  L : J : of  neither  of  Whome  did  I write  any 
thing  : he  pretends  in  the  Clofe  of  his  fforgery  as  if  I had 
Sent  the  letter  by  a Jew  by  way  of  Barbados,  this  doth 
more  fully  demonftrate  the  forgery,  for  I Knew  Not  that 
there  was  any  Jew  in  Bolton  the  laft  winter,  Nord  \Jic\  did 
I learne  that  any  Jew  did  goe  from  thence  to  Barbados,  to 
be  Sure  I faw  none,  Nor  did  I Euer  Send  a letter  by  any 
Jew  in  my  life,  belike  the  Jewes  Name  that  Carried  the 
Letter  was  Either  Edward  or  Barnard  Randolph,  I fhall 
take  Notice  but  of  one  Paffage  more  in  this  letter:  wch  in 
Some  refpedt  is  more  wicked  then  all  the  reft : he  brings  me 
In  Sending  kinde  Salutes  to  Mr  ffergufon  & AlTureing  him 
of  harty  Welcome  to  New  England  if  he  held  his  refolution 
of  Comeing  hither,  ffergufon  is  a pfon  with  whome  I haue 
no  Manner  of  Acquaintance,  I neuer  Sent  Sallutations  to 
him  by  any  one,  or  at  any  time,  Nor  did  I Euer  heare  that 
he  had  thoughts  of  Comeing  to  New  England,  Vntill  this 
letter  forger  (who  is  Not  to  be  beleiued)  Said  it,  whereas  he 
Addeth  we  had  power  by  our  Charter  to  protedt  thofe,  who 
flye  for  protection  \_Jic\  Sake,  as  wee  did  Goff  & Whaly,  this 
dos  Suffitiently  Intimate  who  was  the  Author  of  this 
vol.  hi. — 42  forgery, 
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forgery,  VizT  that  it  was  Randolph  himfelfe,  for  it  is  well 
knowne,  he  did  once  Exhibitt  a Complaint  againft  this 
Colloney  becaufe  in  theire  Law  booke  it  is  declared,  if  men 
flye  thether  being  perfecuted,  they  Shall  finde  favor,  and 
Lying  Comment  that  Randolph  made  Vpon  it,  was  by  Ver- 
tue  of  this  law  of  the  people  in  New  England,  in  Shewing 
Kindnefs  to  Goff  & Whaley,  Lett  all  rationall  men  Judge, 
whether  any  one  but  Randolph  was  the  Author  of  this 
forgery;  befides  there  is  So  much  Said  of  Randolph  in  this 
Spurious  letter,  that  giueth  Juft  Caufe  to  Sufpeft  him  to  be 
the  ffather  of  it,  it  is  reported  that  he  has  a Notable  Art  in 
Imitateing  hands  : that  he  Can  doe  it  Soe  Exactly  that  a man 
Cannot  Eafily  diferne  the  Knauery,  & y?  one  of  the  Ran- 
dolphs being  detected  of  Such  Villany  Is  lately  fled:  to  Saue 
his  Eares : whether  as  Some  Say  he  has  Imitated  my  hand  in 
his  forgery  I know  Not,  or  whether  he  has  forged  any  more 
Letters  with  this,  and  ffathered  his  Bratts  Vpon  me,  Onely 
I hope  that  good  will  come  out  of  it ; howeuer  tis  good  that 
all  mankind  will  be  Conuinced  that  Randolph  is  a great 
Knaue,  for  he  that  will  forge  Such  a bloody  Letter,  that  So 
he  may  do  mifcheif  Not  onely  to  an  Innocent  man,  but  to 
an  honeft  people,  what  wickednefs  & Inhumanity  will  he 
Not  be  guilty  of  if  he  doth  but  thinke  that  his  Villany  Shall 
Not  be  Difcouered,  but  I am  Not  the  firft  that  haue  beene 
thus  abufed,  I finde  in  the  hiftory  of  Sham  Plotts  in  Page 
1 6 & 17  that  treafonable  Letters  was  forged  & laid  to  the 
Charge  of  Seuerall  Non  Conformift  Minifters,  My  Baxter, 
Dodr  Conant,  and  other  men  of  great  worth,  but  the  Im- 
pious Authors  thereof  were  detected  to  their  Shame,  & So  I 
Doubt  Not  but  it  will  be  in  this  Cafe,  and  rather  becaufe  the 

forger 
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forger  has  highly  abufed  the  glorious  Name  of  the  bleffed 
God,  Not  onely  by  a Profane  Cotation  of  many  Scriptures 
wch  were  Not  mentioned  by  me,  but  by  mentioning  the 
Sacred  title  of  the  moft  high  God  to  Serue  a Wicked  de- 
figne,  In  the  Super  Serition  \Jic\  of  his  forgery  he  mentions 
the  Name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  foure  times  he  Mentions  the 
Dreadfull  Name  Jehova,  wch  is  a Name  that  for  Some  rea- 
fons  Not  Needfull  here  to  be  Expreft,  I doe  very  rarely 
Mention,  & that  is  a farther  Manifeftation,  that  this  letter 
was  Not  of  my  Compofure.  Such  has  been  the  defperate 
prophanefs  of  the  Atheifticall  Author  of  this  forged  letter, 
that  rather  then  Not  Attempt  the  doeing  of  Mifcheife  to 
New  England,  & to  me  who  am  one  of  the  lead  of  the  Min- 
ifters  of  God ; therein  he  will  Attempt  God  himfelfe  to  Vin- 
dicate his  owne  Name  Vpon  him,  but  I beleiue  as  to  yof 
Selfe  Sy  to  whome  I am  Knowne  I am  Certaine  that  before 
Euer  you  Speake  with  me  about  it  you  were  perfwaded  the 
letter  was  None  of  mine,  Since  it  was  Not  written  in  my 
Stile,  & there  are  things  in  it  Obhorrid  to  my  Knowne  prin- 
cipalis, You  may  Comunicate  this  to  whome  you  pleas. 

I am  Sy  Yoy  Humble  Serul 

Bofton  Increase  Mather. 

ye  io1!1  Nouemf  1684. 

To  Jofeph  Dudley  Efqy  at  Roubery. 

\_Ejidorfed]  N?  3.  N.  England  10  Nou  : 1684.  Copy  of  M"  Mather’s 

lettl  to  M"  Dudley. 

Rec^  from  Ml  Randolph  1 Dec.  1683. 
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Concerning  Coll.  Kirk  : — Quit-rents  : — Churches,  &c. 

State  Papers , Colonial,  Entry  Book  108,  p.  35. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  White  Hall 
Saturday  the  22  : of  Novemft  1684. 

Prefent:  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Sunder- 
land, Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Earl  of  Aylefbury,  Earl  of  Craven, 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  Earl  of  Middleton,  Lord  Godolphin, 
Sr  Leoline  Jenkins. 

New  England.  My  Lord  Keeper  acquaints  ye  Committee  with 
His  Majefty’s  Pleafure  That,  in  Colonel  Kirk’s  Commiffion 
Noe  mention  to  and  Inftruftions  noe  mention  bee  made  of  an 

bee  made  of  an 

Assembly.  Aflembly ; but  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
have  Power  to  make  Laws  and  to  perform  all  other  A6ts  of 
Government,  till  His  Maty’s  Pleafure  bee  further  known. 

„ . . That  all  Marriages  contracted  according  to  the 

Marriages  and  o 

ceedings ‘tobee  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  New  England ; And  that 
confirmed.  aq  Judicial  Proceedings  in  the  feveral  Courts 

there,  bee  confirmed  by  the  Commiffion 

Liberty  of  con-  That  Liberty  of  Confcience  which  His  Maty 

miSnS  only  in  is  pleafed  to  grant  to  the  Inhabitants  of  New 
ye  Instruction,  England>  bee  mentioned  only  in  Coll  Kirk’s 

Inftrudlions. 

A Publick  Seal.  That  His  Maty  will  give  Order  for  a Publick 
Seal  in  New  England. 

Attomy  Grabs  A Report  from  My  Attorny  General  read  and 
y^e Pro v fnce^of  approved  by  their  Lops  vpon  the  Queflion  fent  to 
him  by  the  Committee,  Whether  the  Province  of 
Main  (which  had  been  bought  by  the  Corporation  of  the 

Maffachufets 


Documents  and  Letters. 


333 


Coll  Kirk’s 
Instructions. 


To  Name 
the  Council. 


Maffachufets  Bay)  bee  not  devolved  to  His  Majefty,  that 
Corporation  being  diffolved  by  Judgement  vpon  a Scire 
Facias,  which  My  Attorney  General  decides  in  the  Affirm- 
ative. And  that  the  Propriety  of  Lands  there  not  fold  to 
privat  perfons,  follows  the  Government  towards  defraying 
the  charge  thereof. 

A Draught  of  Inftrudtions  prepared  for  Coll : 
Kirk  read ; Whereupon  it  is  thought  fit  it  bee 
left  to  Coll : Kirk  to  nominate  fuch  perfons  to  bee  of  the 
Council  (of  which  the  number  to  bee  twelve)  as 
hee  fhall  think  beffc  qualifyed  for  His  Maty’s  Ser- 
vice, and  to  tranfmit  the  names  of  them  for  His  Maty’s  appro- 
bation. And  that  a privat  Inflrudtion  bee  prepared  for  the 
TheSecrry  appointing  the  Secretary  to  bee  of  the  Council 
and  the  Mag-  and  recommending  fuch  others  by  name  for  that 

istrats  that  • • 

were  displaced.  truft  as,  having  been  Magiftrats  there,  have  been 
difplaced  by  the  former  Government. 

Acts  made  And  it  is  likewife  thought  fit  that  all  fuch  Afts 

Council.  aS  fhall  bee  paffed  by  the  Governor  and  Council 

there  may  continue  in  force  till  His  MaCs  pleafure  bee  figni- 
fied  to  the  contrary. 

The  King’s  My  Lord  Keeper  alfoe  is  defired  to  receive 

Taxes  bee  con-  His  Maiefty’s  pleafure  whether  the  prefent  Taxes 

tinued  or  new  J J l . 

ones  raised.  fhall  bee  continued,  or  others  raifed,  and  m what 
manner  fuch  Taxes  fhall  bee  raifed,  and  to  what  fumme. 

That  Coll  Kirk  bee  ftridtly  forbidden  to  come 
into  England  without  firffc  having  obtained  leave 

without  leave  0 . r . _ 

in  council.  from  His  Maty  in  Council  for  foe  doing  purluant 
to  an  Order  of  Council  of  the  3?  of  November  1680,  which  is 
likewife  to  bee  delivered  to  Coll  Kirk  with  his  Inftrudtions. 

Their 


Coll  Kirk  not 
to  leave  ye 
Government 
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Lands  to  bee  Their  Lop.s  doe  likewife  think  fit  that  fuch  Lands 
Qdt-r^po0fn  a as  (hall  bee  in  His  Maty’s  difpofal  in  New  England 
every  ioo  Acres,  bee  not  granted  to  any  perfon  without  a referva- 
tion  to  His  Ma^  of  two  fhillings  fixpence  at  lead:  for  every 
hundred  acres  to  bee  paid  as  a Quit-rent;  which  Rate  hee 
may  alfoe  augment  as  there  fihall  bee  occafion. 

. . It  is  likewife  thought  fit  that  Coll  Kirk  bee 

A Church  to  & 

be  appointed.  dire&ed  to  appoint  one  of  the  Churches  now  in 
Bofton  for  the  exercife  of  Religion  according  to  the  Church 
of  England. 

To  arm  ye  plant-  As  alfoe  that,  in  the  care  to  bee  taken  for  pro- 
of the  Council.  viding  the  Planters  with  arms,  hee  proceed  with 
the  advice  of  the  Council. 

Their  Lop.s  doe  likewife  think  fit  that  ye  Commiff?  of  the 
Cuftoms  bee  directed  to  prepare  a Draught  of  fuch  Inftruc- 
tions  relating  to  the  Aft  of  Parliament  concern- 
ing Trade  as  they  fhall  efteem  moft  proper  for 
that  purpofe. 

And  that  they  likewife  confider  the  Claufe  in 
Coll.  Kirk’s  Inftru&ions  concerning  Trade  and 
engroffing  of  Commoditys,  and  return  their  opinion  there- 
upon. 

Notice  being  taken  that  a Mint  has  been  kept  vp  and 
coining  Mony  imployed  at  Bofton  for  Coining  of  mony  different 
Commissi  of  in  value  and  Allay  from  that  of  England,  their 
the  Mmt.  Lops  refer  the  confideration  thereof  to  the  Com- 
miff”  of  the  Mint. 

Their  Lops  being  informed  by  a letter  dated  at  Bofton  the 
instruction  15th  of  September  laft  that  the  French  have  vn- 

about  the  x 

French.  dertaken  to  rais  ffortifications,  have  fetled  a town 

and 


Commissr?  of  the 
Customs  to 
prepare 
Instructions. 


and  Consider  the 
Clause  of 
Monopolies. 
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and  are  fubduing  the  Indians  inhabiting  near  the  Head  of 
Conefticut  River  within  the  Maffachufets  Line,  agree  to 
take  the  matter  into  further  confideration,  in  order  to  form 
an  Inftrudtion  to  Coll  Kirk  thereupon. 

The  King’s  My  Lord  Keeper  is  alfo  deflred  to  receive  His 
sa^rT@Wwhere  Ma*fs  Pleafure  what  Salary  fhall  bee  appointed 

it  shall  bee  paid.  for  ^ and  ^ ^ 


Joseph  Dudley  to  Edward  Randolph. 

Mather  Papers  in  Bofton  Public  Library. 

D.  to  R. 

[Extract  in  handwriting  of  Cotton  Mather.] 

Dec  i.  1684 

I wrote  you  my  willingnefs  to  fuftain  fome  place  in  the 
Regulation. 

You  will  bee  very  eafily  capable  to  recommend  your  belt 
Friends,  who  will  bee  fuch  alfo  as  may  bee  acceptable  to  the 
Body  of  this  people. 

Lett  not  particular  perfons  be  fhutt  up  from  Redrefs  of 
111  I ffues  here. 

I would  be  glad  that  the  Placita  coroncz  might  be  fhut  up, 
except  the  Treafonable  Libel,  which  I can  gett  no  copy  of. 

Here  is  a ftrange  Spirit  in  fome  of  the  people,  towards 
Mr  St.[oughton]  & Bu.[llivant]  but  beyond  all  account 
againfl  my  felf,  — of  which,  if  the  New-Settlement  fhould 
take  no  notice,  however  they  may  bee  difappointed,  they 
will  fling  up  their  Caps  for  joy,  that  wee  are  negle6ted. 


If 
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If  his  Majefty  fhould  at  firft  betruft  the  Gpvernm*  wholly 
to  perfons  among  us,  I am  fure  the  charge  would  be  the 
lefs,  & I beleeve  the  fervice  performed  to  good  fatisfadlion, 
both  to  His  Majefty  & people. 


R.  to  the  Lords. 

Mather  Papers  in  Bofton  Public  Library. 

[Extradt  in  the  handwriting  of  Cotton  Mather.] 

Dec.  3.  1684. 

There  are  dangerous  principles  among  them,  which  Mr. 
Mather  maintains  & propagates. 

If  that  great  Body  of  people  by  mifunderftanding  be  once 
broken  & difperfed  into  the  Southern  plantations,  the  French 
will  certainly  by  degrees  fwallow  up  that  great  Countrey, 
planted  & poffeffed  by  his  Majefties  fubjefts  now  above 
thefe  60  years,  & fo  at  length  become  matters  of  all  his 
Majties  Weft  India  plantations,  which  by  the  Benefit  & Ad- 
vantage of  thofe  many  Harbors  in  that  Countrey  may  bee 
obtained. 

Simon  Bradstreet  to  Edward  Randolph. 

Mather  Papers,  Vol.  V.  p.  82,  in  Bofton  Public  Library. 

ffor  Edward  Randolph,  Efql  att  Whitehall. 

Bofton,  8f.h  Decembf  1684. 

Sr,  — I receiued  yrs  of  4*  Septf  84,  for  which  I returne  yu 
many  thanks,  efpetially  for  the  endeavr  y11  fay  yu  will  ufe  for 
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the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  place  and  people  here,  wch  if  yu 
can  be  inflrumentall  to  effeft,  I am  confident  yu  will  neuer 
have  caufe  to  repent  thereof.  I canot  chufe  but  have  a 
naturall  loue  and  affection  to  this  place  and  people,  wth 
whome  I have  fpent  foe  great  a pt  of  my  life,  tho’  I have 
fometyme  mett  wth  pretty  hard  meafure  from  fome  of  them. 
I am  afraid ’ [by  what  I heave)  that  by  this  tyme,  fome  judg1 
is  paffed  againft  our  Charter,  but  if  his  Matie  would  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  out  of  his  princely  clemency  to  pdon  what  is 
paft,  and  to  contynue  the  gounf  here  in  fuch  a way  as  is 
intimated  in  his  Maties  gracious  declaracon,  to  which  myfelfe 
and  feuall  of  the  magiftrates  voted  a fubmiffion,  I doubt  not 
but  it  would  conduce  as  much  to  his  Maties  honr,  dignyty, 
pffitt,  and  fatisfaffion,  as  the  fending  over  a Gouernr,  which 
would  be  very  chargeable ; and  the  people  here  you  know 
are  generally  very  poor,  vnles  fome  few  in  Boflon,  and  moft 
of  them  not  foe  rich  as  they  are  thought  to  be.  The  warr 
wth  the  Indians  and  late  great  fyres  have  much  impouerifhed 
this  Country,  and  the  unproffitablenes  of  trade  every  where 
doeth  much  difcourage;  and  I haue  heard  feuall  folemnly 
pfeffe  that  in  their  irregular  trading  they  have  feldome  or 
never  feene  their  owne  againe,  and  are  refolved  wholy  to 
giue  it  ouer,  which  I fhould  be  heartyly  glad  they  would.  I 
hope  amongft  all  the  faults  wee  are  or  may  be  charged 
with,  the  fervice  wee  have  done  his  Matie  in  fubdueing  and 
fecureing  (with  the  expence  of  foe  much  blood  and  treafure) 
foe  large  a trackt  of  Land  annexed  to  the  Crowne  of  Eng- 
land, will  not  be  wholy  forgotten.  It  is  noe  fmall  greife  to 
fee  and  heare  the  myferable  condicon  of  or  neighbrs  of 
Hampfliire,  fometyme  a hopefull  & flourifhing  plantation, 

VOL.  TIT.  — 43  but 
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but  now  in  a mailer  vndone ; noe  face  of  trade,  nor  much 
care  of  anything  elfe ; there  owne  vejfells  being  afraid  to 
come  into  their  owne  port,  from  whencefoeuer  they  come,  as 
fome  of  them  haue  declared  to  my  felfe.  But  enough  of 
this;  I fuppofe  yu  will  heare  more  from  othrs.  This  makes 
our  people  dread  the  like  Condicon.  I am  forry  to  heare 
what  yu  write  in  reference  to  Mr  Mather.  Some  few  weekes 
before  I receiued  yor  lettr,  there  came  ouer  a coppy  of  a lettr 
that  went  under  the  notion  of  one  of  his,  but  he  poffitiuely 
denyes  it,  and  fayth  every  lyne  of  it  is  forged,  is  much  con- 
cernd  about  it,  and  fayth  hee  is  much  abufed  thereby.  And 
indeede,  my  charyty  is  fuch,  that  tho  I am  afraid  that  hee 
might  write  fomething  inconveinent  to  his  ffreinds,  yet  I 
canot  think  him  foe  foolifh  and  abfurd  to  write  all  that  is 
contayned  in  that  lettr,  efpecially  in  referrence  to  Mr.  ffur- 
giffon,  inviting  him  hither,  pmyfmg  welcome  and  fafty  as 
was  fhewed  to  Goff  and  Whaley,  which  hee  could  not  fay 
with  any  reafon  or  trueth,  ffor  they  were  never  hid  or  fecured 
here  that  ever  I could  heare  of.  As  for  myfelfe,  I never  faw 
eitlT  of  them,  but  being  att  New  Haven  upon  Comiffion, 
with  my  broth"  Denifon,  when  his  Maties  pclamacon  agft 
them  came  ouer,  wee  pTently  fent  forth  warrts  to  all  pts  for 
their  apprhencon,  (hearing  they  had  bene  in  thofe  pts  not 
long  before,)  and  had  they  bene  apprhended,  would  vndoubt- 
edly  haue  bene  fent  prifonrs  to  England,  but  what  became 
of  them  afterwards,  I could  neuer  heare  to  this  day.  I could 
be  glad  to  fee  a coppy  of  that  lettr  of  Mr.  Mather’s,  that  yu 
fay  yw  have  by  yw,  if  yw  thinke  it  convenient.  It  is  poffible  I 
might  make  fome  vfe  of  it.  I neuer  faw  any  of  or  agitators 
letters  that  they  fent  abroad  for  the  laft  eleccon,  but  haue 
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heard  there  were  more  then  a few,  and  noe  doubt  full  of 
ffrong  reafons  and  arguments;  but  they  fayled  in  pt  of  their 
expedlacon.  Mr.  Dyer  hath  bene  here  euerfince  the  fpring, 
wth  a large  Comiffion,  as  hee  prtends,  from  the  Comif- 
fionrs  of  the  Cuftomes,  to  place  and  difplace  any  of  his 
Maties  officrs  relating  to  the  Cuftomes  in  America;  indeed 
hee  is  ftyled  in  a letter  hee  brought  mee  from  the  Comrs, 
Survey1"  and  Search1"  genrall,  but  whither  his  Comiffion  be 
foe  large  as  hee  declares  it  is  ; I cahot  tell.  I fuppofe  hee 
will  abf  to  the  vtmoft  end  of  it.  When  hee  came  firft,  I told 
him  Mr.  Thatcher  was  ye  Deputy,  whome  after  fome  dif- 
courfe  hee  was  willing  to  contynue,  and  foe  I gaue  him  his 
oath  as  ye  Deputy,  & euer  fince,  ffiipps  and  veffells  doe 
genally  enter  and  take  their  clearings  from  him,  but  Mr. 
Dyer  feizes  veffells,  and  makes  them  pay  cuftome  or  com- 
poficons,  I cannot  tell  whithf,  whereby  he  hath  gott  a con- 
fiderable  fome  of  money,  as  I am  informed.  A juft  account 
thereof,  noe  doubt  hee  will  rend1"  to  his  Maties  receiuer,  but 
whithr  feizing  and  receiueing  his  Maties  dues  pply  belong  to 
him,  I doe  not  yet  fully  viidLjland,  but  thought  it  was  beft 
for  the  prfent  to  lett  all  things  reft  as  they  doe  till  wee  fee 
how  our  mayne  bufinefs  wilbe  determined.  I doubt  not 
but  hee  hath  and  will  fend  many  informations  and  complts 
againft  the  Country,  and  it  may  be  fome  againft  yoTelfe,  as 
once  hee  intimated  to  mee  hee  would,  but  none  againft  mee, 
whoe  hee  fayth  hath  done  as  much  for  his  Maties  fervice  as 
can  be  defired  or  expected.  Howeuer,  I could  be  glad  to 
hear  what  information  hee  giues,  and  affure  myfelfe  that 
thofe  honorable  gentlem.  whome  hee  informes  will  not  con- 
deme  without  hearing.  Here  came  into  this  port  a ffrench 

pryvatere 
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pryvatere  to  recrute  his  fhipp,  being  very  leakey.  The 
Capt.,  one  Michael  Andrefon,  Mr.  Dyer  incouraged  much 
for  her  permiffion  to  come  in  to  repaire,  and  fometyme  after 
feized  her  as  a pyrate,  & pTented  a large  libell  agst  the  faid 
Capt  as  a moft  notorious  pyrate,  but  could  proue  nothing 
confiderable,  and  then  demanded  the  5s.  p tun,  which  was 
not  thought  due  by  the  Council,  fhee  comeing  in  neith"  to 
trade  nor  bring  paffengers.  Much  more  might  be  faid  to 
this  matt,  but  my  tyme  forbids  mee,  being  very  late  att 
night. 

Capt.  ffroft  arriued  here  16.  O6I0D,  a month  before  I rec. 
yy  lety,  entred  from  Amfterdam,  noething  but  ballafh  My 
Chickley  came  in  a weeke  or  10  dayes  afty  the  receipt  of 
yrf,  entred  from  Whitehauen,  fhewed  his  clearing  from 
thence,  which  I could  not  difproue,  but  doubt  whither  ever 
hee  came  there  or  not.  I comended  the  ftrickt  examination 
of  both  there  cafes  to  My  Dyer  and  My  Thatchy,  but  what 
they  haue  done  therein  I doe  not  yet  heare,  but  am  in- 
formed that  from  My  Wharton  and  My  Paige  hee  receiued 
a confiderable  fome,  as  much  as  their  cuftome  or  fomething 
like  it,  telling  them  that  hee  hath  power  fo  to  doe  by  his 
inftruccons,  for  the  firft  tyme.  Sr,  I haue  fent  8 Coppyes  of 
bonds  taken  here  of  fhipps  for  England,  but  Sr  G.  Downeing 
being  dead,  I know  not  well  whome  to  write  to.  I pray 
prfent  them  with  my  humble  fervice  to  fome  of  the  honble 
Commiffionr.s  It  is  poffible  one  or  two  of  them  may  be 
duplicates  of  what  was  fent  the  laft  yeare.  I haue  many 
othys  by  mee  for  thefe  pts  and  N.  foundland.  which  I fhall 
mynd  My  Thatcher  of,  that  they  may  pduce  theire  certifi- 
cates, &c.  I fuppofe  you  wilbe  tyred  wth  reading,  as  I 
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am  with  wryting,  Noe  more  therefore  att  prfent,  but  that 
I am 

Your  very  loving  ffreind  & humble  ferv\ 

S : Bradstreet. 

Mr.  Thatcher  tells  mee  they  haue  fent  informaeon  into 
England  in  reference  to  feuall  certificates  & clearings.  The 
world  is  full  of  cheats. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  the  Commissioners  of  his  Maties 

CuSTOMES. 

MaJfacJmfetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI.  pp.  351-8.  [December,  1684.] 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Edward  Randolph  Gent:  Sheweth 
That  the  Commiflioners  of  his  Mat,es  Cufiomes  being  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  many  frauds  & ill  practifes  carryed  on  in  New 
England  by  exporting  from  thence  the  enumerated  planta- 
tion Goods  directly  to  Holland  and  other  fforaine  parts  con- 
trary to  the  A6ls  of  Trade  & Navigation  of  this  Kingdome 
Itt  was  thereupon  thought  fitt  and  accordingly  ordered  That 
yor  Petitioner  fhould  goe  over  in  Quality  of  Collector  Sur- 
veyor & Searcher  with  power  & inflrublions  to  feize  all  fuch 
Shipps  and  veffells  as  Traded  there  contrary  to  Law  att  the 
Salary  onely  of  an  hundred  pounds  a yeare  with  promife  to 
be  afterwards  confidered  according  to  his  fervices. 

Thatt  yor  Petition1,  (being  arrived  in  New  England  in  the 
year  1679)  began  with  fome  of  the  principall  offenders  feiz- 
ing  for  his  Matie  their  Shipps  & Goods  and  profecuted  the 
fame,  but  by  the  Influence  of  the  Inhabitants  upon  the  Gov- 
ermrf  & Judges  of  the  Courts  in  Bofton  &c.  Itt  was  ordered 

that 
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that  the  Jurys  brought  in  their  verdiCts  againd  his  Matie  with 
damages  which  yor  Petition"  was  forced  to  pay  befides  his 
charges  in  the  profecutions  and  further  obliging  yor  Peti- 
tion" by  an  order  of  court  to  depodt  Ten  pounds  before  he 
would  have  leave  to  bring  any  caufe  to  tryall  for  his  Ma"!6 

Now  forafmuch  as  yo"  Petition"  in  his  Seizures  & profecu- 
tions made  for  his  Matie  has  expended  in  the  fpace  of  ffour 
yeares  the  fum  of  Two  hundred  & ffifty  feven  pounds  ffour- 
teen  Shillings  without  any  advantage  to  himfelfe  and  by  his 
unwearyed  Care  & diligence  caufed  the  Ads  of  Trade  & 
Navigation  to  be  confirmed  & made  the  Lawes  of  that  Coun- 
try before  his  lad  returne  from  thence  by  which  and  other 
meanes  he  has  effectually  reduced  the  Trade  there  into  a 
regular  Current  to  the  advantage  of  his  Maties  Cudomes  in 
England  for  which  fervices  & expences  befides  the  many 
hazards  & dangers  he  went  thro  in  difcharge  of  the  Trud 
repofed  in  him  by  the  Commidioners  of  his  Maties  Cudomes 
he  has  as  yet  received  noe  SatisffaClion. 

Yo"  Petition"  humbly  prayes  yo"  Hono"s  to  order  him  the 
payment  of  the  fume  of  Two  hundred  & ffifty  feaven  pounds 
and  ffourteene  Shillings  as  by  the  annexed  account  doth  ap- 
peare,  which  was  necedarily  expended  for  his  Maties  Service 
without  any  prodtt  to  yo"  Petition" 

And  yo"  Petition"  fhall  ever  pray  etc. 

[New  England  money  257.14. 

Sterling  193.  6.] 

An  account  of  charges  & difburfements  made  by  Edward  Ran- 
dolph from  the  yeare  1679  to  the  yeare  1684,  purfuant  to  the 
InftruCtions  received  from  the  Commr.s  of  his  Mat1.65  Cuftomes 
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in  feizing  & profecuting  Ships  trading  in  New  England  contrary 
to  the  A6ts  of  Trade  and  navigation. 


For  hire  of  two  horfes  from  Bofton  to  Pifcataqua  to  \ 
feize  the  Ketch  Induftry  of  Pifcataqua  from  Mary-  > 
Land  tobacco  laden  for  Ireland  & expences  ) 

ffor  three  weekes  expenfes  upon  that  fervice 
ffor  a waiter  6 dayes  at  2d  p.  diem 
to  Marfhalls  flees  for  leving  the  executon 
to  a ffine  of  io44"  laid  upon  my  Deputy  Captaine  Bare-  ) 
foote  for  acting  as  my  deputy  in  Pifcataqua  ) 

1680  Expences  upon  feizing  and  fearching  for  pro- 
Ap.  3.  hibited  Goods  imported  from  ffrance  by  Wil- 
liam Woodman  of  Salem  to  Marblehead  & 
Salem  in  Bofton  Colony. 

To  hire  of  two  horfes  from  Bofton  to  Marblehead 
to  hire  of  a boat  to  goe  off  to  fea 
to  hire  of  ffour  feamen  to  goe  off  at  5s  p.  man 
to  a conftable  to  preffe  men  & to  affift  in  the  fearch 
to  expences  in  Marblehead  on  that  bufineffe 
to  a waiter  6 dayes  a board  Capt  Moores  Sloope  of  \ 
Salem  bound  for  Bofton  having  prohibited  Goods  > 
aboard  her  ) 

io1.11  Upon  information  of  17  pipes  of  brandy  putt 
afhoar  att  Nottles  ifland  and  feized  by  the  faid 
Edward  Randolph. 

for  a boat  & man  to  goe  from  Bofton  thither 
to  returne,  waite  the  marfhall  for  the  Executing  the  ) 
Governors  Warrant  & aflifting  in  that  fervice  ) 

20?  To  charges  upon  the  choice  of  a new  Governor  att  \ 
Road  Ifland  to  whom  the  oath  was  to  be  admin-  > 
iftered  and  for  fettling  a Deputy  there  expended  ) 
May  1 2^  Upon  information  of  John  Nicholls  Mr.  of  a 
1680  Ship  of  Jerfey  importing  European  Com- 
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mtyes  into  the  Iflands  of  Shoales  contrary 
to  the  15th  of  the  King  was  expended 
for  hire  of  two  horfes  from  Bofton  to  Pifcataqua 
to  a boat  from  Pifcataqua  to  the  Ifle  of  Shoales  to  feize  ) 
the  faid  Nicholls  veffell  ) 

June  4*  ffor  charges  about  feizing  the  Ship  James  of  \ 
Londonderry  tobacco  laden  bound  for  Ire-  > 
land  Thomas  Browning,  Mailer  ) 

to  fix  men  of  Pifcataqua  two  dayes  to  affift  in  that  fer-  ) 
vice  but  wee  were  beat  off  by  fforce  j 

to  Expenfes  then  in  the  Ifle  of  Shoales  for  myfelfe  and 
men 

I2t.h  To  charges  in  travelling  & vifiting  the  SeveralP 
Governors  & Colonyes  of  Connedlicutt,  Road 
Iiland  & new  Plimouth  as  directed  to  fettle  f 
Deputyes  and  to  obferve  how  the  Lawes  were  j 
putt  in  executon 

Charges  arifing  upon  the  feizure  and  profecution  of  the 
Pink  Exportation  [Expectation]  of  Bofton  Tho : Gra- 
tian  [Grecian]  Maftr  importing  Goods  from  [Cork] 
in  Ireland  directly  to  Bofton. 

To  the  Marfhall  to  preffe  men  & Boat  to  goe  off  to  feize 
that  Pinke 

to  Boat  hire  & watermen 

to  three  waiters  aboard  that  Pinke  27  dayes  at  2s  p diem 

to  hire  of  ffive  men  to  gett  her  out  of  the  ftrand  into  > 
the  harbour  > 

to  Court  charges  at  the  tryall  being  caft 
to  charges  upon  my  tryall  of  the  Attachment  of  8oo/  \ 
ferved  upon  me  for  pretended  damages  upon  that  > 
feizure  ) 

to  charges  of  witneffes  & fummoning  them 
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to  charges  of  imprifonment  of  John  Purvis  for  fix  \ 
weekes  for  being  a waiter  aboard  the  faid  Pinke  & > 
court  charges  at  his  tryall  ) 

Travelling  expenfes  from  Bofton  to  Yorke 

To  charges  in  taking  out  of  coppyes  of  the  whole  pro-  J 
ceedings  of  the  faid  tryall  att  Yorke  3 

Charges  in  feizing  the  Ship  Maydenhead  of  Newbury 
ioo  Tun  John  Huling  Maftr  bound  for  Bilbo  loading 
4 hoggfheads  of  tobacco  before  entry  of  fhip  or  Goods 
and  having  new  [ ] for  Sayles,  and  in  feizing  2 

hoggfheads  of  Irifh  yarne  att  Salem. 

For  horfe  hire  to  Salem 
to  Conftable  to  affift  and  boathire 
to  Expenfes 

Charges  in  feizing  the  Sayles  & rigging  of  two  New  Jer- 
fey  Mens  Shipps  at  Pifcataqua  River  Ely  Nicholls  & 
Phillip  [Severtt]  Maftrs  being  imported  illegally 

To  Daniell  Mathews  Deputy  Searcher  & Henry  Carter  \ 
his  affiftant  for  their  horfe  hire  to  Pifcataqua  to  feize  > 
the  faid  fayles  & rigging  ) 

ffor  their  expenfes  in  travelling  and  upon  the  place  in  \ 
that  fervice  $ 

Charges  in  feizing  the  Ship  Expedition  of  Briftoll  Sam11 
Lugg  Mafter  importing  goods  from  Corke  diredtly  not 
producing  a certificate  that  his  fhip  was  free 

To  M^  Rawfon  Secretary  for  a Speciall  Court  holden  } 
in  Bofton  for  the  tryall  of  thefe  5 feizures  as  by  or-  > 
der  of  that  Court  made  Odlober  the  ffirft  ) 

To  witneffes  to  attend  att  all  the  tryalls 
To  John  Hulnig  [Huling]  for  damages  & cofts  & court 

To  charges  in  fummoning  witneffes  att  Nantafkett  ] 
about  the  Ship  Two  Sifters  j 
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To  Mr  Rawfon  Secretary  his  ffees  in  entring  & trying  \ 
thefeverall  caufes  and  for  Coppies  of  the  Evidences  > 
as  by  receipt  doth  appear  ) 

To  Jofeph  Webb  Marfhall  for  his  ffees  in  Court  and  'i 
fummoning  Juryes  in  the  feverall  tryalls  | 

An  account  of  charges  arifing  upon  feverall  feizures 
1 68 1.  made  by  me  Edward  Randolph  Colle6tor  of  his 
Majties  Cuftomes  in  new  England  made  for  his 
Majtie  on  feverall  veffells  illegally  trading 
February  io1.11  Charges  going  to  Plymouth  to  profe-^ 

cute  the  Sloope  Rebecca  of  Plym- 
outh Jonathan  Jackfon  Maftr.  feized 
for  his  Majties  ufe  for  carrying  26 
Hogfheads  of  tobacco  att  Bofton 
aboard  the  fhip  John  of  Dublin  Peter 
Lawrence  Maftr  riding  without  Com- 
mand but  on  my  arrivall  at  Plymouth 
fhe  was  ftollen  away 
18*  Charges  & prifon  ffees  for  Daniel  Ma-') 
thews  Jofeph  [Gaohet  ?]  & James  j 
Reedleth  being  imprifoned  for  affift- 
ing  me  in  feizing  the  Ketch  New-  I 
berry  with  the  Governors  warrant.  J 
27th.  Seizing  the  [Defire ?]  (loop  of  Road  Ifl-^ 
and  att  Bofton  Daniel  Sexton  Mafter 
for  unlivering  13  hogfheads  and  Bar- 
rells  Sugar  which  now  laden  at  Road 
Ifland  and  noe  bonds  given  & trying 
that  caufe 

1682  Seized  att  Marblehead  the  fhip  New  Englands  \ 
May  1 2^  Merch*  of  Swanzey  Richard  Jones  Maftr  I 
for  landing  his  cargo  before  entry  made 
and  bring  the  fame  to  tryall 
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Charges  having  fix  men  with  a Marfhall  to\ 
make  feizure  of  the  Ketch  Rebecca  of 
Bofton  Alexander  Cole  a Scotchman 
Mad*  having  32  hogfheads  tobacco  aboard 
bound  for  Scotland  made  his  efcape 
without  the  Caftle  which  Ketch  & tobacco 
I feized  for  his  Mat1?  & putt  four  men 
aboard  to  watch  her 

Charges  in  retaking  the  Rebecca  Ketch  my^ 
men  which  I putt  aboard  being  over 
powered  and  putt  afhoare  and  the  Ketch 
carryed  to  Marblehead  as  appears  by  the 
Governors  warrant  for  my  affiftance  in  re- 
taking faid  Ketch  j 

Seized  att  ffort  Hill  the  floop  Swallow  of  \ 
Bofton  with  16  pipes  of  Canary  aboard  I 
her  bringing  her  to  a tryall  and  profecuting  C 
her  att  Law  att  two  Courts  ' 

Charges  in  going  to  Pafcataqua  to  publifh  J 
his  Mat!?s  Commiffion  & feize  two  Jerfey  / 
Veffells  but  was  prevented  by  the  Govern01  ) 

Paid  12  men  for  affiding  to  feize  the  Pinke^ 
George  Rob.  Gampion  Maftr.  of  Jerfey 
for  importing  ffrench  goods  having  made 
her  efcape  from  Salem,  and  alfoe  feized 
the  Ketch  Newberry  att  Cap  Anne  Ifaac 
Eveleth  Mad1;  for  importing  Canary 
Wines  and  unlivering  the  fame  without 
entry  made  having  the  men  out  upon  the 
voyage  14  dayes 

Charges  for  witneffes  and  profecuting  the 
faid  Ketch  att  three  feverall  tryalls 
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Charges  for  keeping  James  Eveling  imprif- 

Aug  2d  oned  for  affifting  me  by  virtue  of  the  Gov- 
ernors  Warrant  10  weekes  at  io*  p weeke 

Charges  in  feizing  the  Pinke  Goodhopes  oO 

Sept  6th  Bofton  Robert  Willis  a Scotchman  Mafty 
belonging  to  Scotch  owners  having  on 
board  above  100  hogfheads  of  tobacco 
bound  for  Scotland  & profecuted  att  Law  j 

06lr.  Charges  in  going  to  Pafcataqua  to  feize  the  \ 
Ketch  George  ) 

Charges  of  a journey  to  try  att  Law  the  feiz-  ^ 
ure  made  on  the  Ketch  George  and  the  ex-  ^ 
pences  with  Court  Charges  in  profecuting  J 

ffebruary  S4.11  Charges  of  a journey  to  Pifcataqua  to 

profecute  the  Barke  Guift  of  God  of 
Jerfey  upon  appeale 
Charges  in  keeping  a waiter  aboard  the 
Ketch  Newberry  17  weekes  at  6s 
p weeke 

March  10th  Charges  in  keeping  Daniell  Mathews'^ 

my  Deputy  Searcher  in  Goale  from 
Auguft  the  2nd  to  the  io1]1  of  March  ! 
1682  taken  with  an  executon  for  affift- 
ing in  feizing  the  Ketch  Newberry  32 
weekes  at  ioT  p weeke 
To  Coppys  of  Court  records 
Charges  in  profecuting  in  the  Court  of 
Bofton  Edward  Le  Brown  a Jerfey 
man  for  importing  goods  without  a 
Cocquitt  J 

paid  for  a fpeciall  court 
for  fees  of  profecution 

upon  information  that  Peter  Lawrence  Matty 
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of  the  Ship  St.  John  of  Dublin  had  traded 
att  Bofton  Contrary  to  the  Law  in  bring- 
ing the  Manufacture  of  Scotland  and 
1 2^  loading  tobacco  before  any  entry  of  Chip  or 

veffell  according  to  my  inftruCtions  I en- 
deavoured to  feize  the  fhip  att  an  Anchor 
a league  off  the  towne  and  accordingly 
hired  two  boats  & 12  men  to  lye  off  to 
furprife  fhip  or  matter,  who  being  aboard 
fhott  great  fhott  att  his  Maties  Jack  (fett 
up  in  one  of  the  boats)  for  which  I feized 
the  faid  Matt!  by  fforce  but  he  was  after 
imprifonment  for  fome  time,  fett  at  liberty 
paying  a ffine  of  Ten  pounds  to  the 
Country. 

To  hire  of  two  boats  ffoure  dayes 
To  12  men  for  fix  dayes  in  that  fervice 
at  2s  p diem 

20th  To  ffoure  men  for  taking  the  faid  Lawrence 

To  expences  of  the  faid  12  men  during  ) 
the  time  they  were  in  his  Majties  Service  \ 

To  Daniel  Mathews  Deputy  Searcher  for 
his  Maties  Cuftomes  for  12  weekes  duty 
att  io5  p weeke 

To  Jofeph  Browne  for  difcovering  to  me  the  ^ 
time  and  place  where  the  faid  Lawrence  ( 
was  to  be  taken  } 

Charges  for  feizing  50  hogfheads  of  tobacco  ^ 
carrying  aboard  the  faid  fhip  St.  John  of  ( 
Dublin  ) 

To  court  charges  att  2 tryalls  abl  the  faid 
tobacco 
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To  Damages  given  by  the  Jury  att  the 
tryall  to  Nathaniell  Bullard  Maftr.  of  one 
of  the  Sloopes 

To  charges  and  fummoning  witneffes  at 
the  two  tryalls 

To  ffriends  & prifon  fifees  paid  by  me  for 
Daniell  Mathews  my  Deputy  Searcher 
being  upon  his  Maties  fervice  in  the  night 
feafon  feverall  times 


To  charges  of  Daniell  Mathews  going  from  \ 

Bofton  to  Newberry  to  vifit  a veffell  att  ( 

Newberry  loading  tobacco  ) 

ffor  charges  about  feizing  the  Sloope  \ 
Auguft  31.  Tryall  of  Bofton  Charles  Beard  Maftr  car-  C 
rying  prohibited  goods  to  Road  Ifland  ) 

Septemb1: 3d  Charges  in  feizing  the  Barke  Guift  of  God 
of  Guarnfey  Ely  Nicholls  MafE  importing 
European  goods  from  ffrance  diredtly  to 
the  Province  of  Maine 

To  William  Greene  to  goe  from  Bofton  \ 
to  Pifcataqua  to  caufe  the  faid  veffell  ( 
to  be  feized  p 

12th  Charges  in  feizing  the  Ketch  Mayflower 
of  Salem  Richard  Kitchen  Maftr.  im- 
porting prohibited  goods  from  New- 
foundland 

To  horfe  hire  & flerrys  from  Bofton  to 
Salem 

To  conftable  & men  to  aflift  in  fearch-  ) 
ing  in  feverall  houfes  in  Salem  \ 

To  examining  Witneffes  and  their  ] 
charges  from  Salem  to  Bofton  \ 
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To  Thomas  Harris  for  writing  & cop-  -s 
pying  my  papers  three  quarters  of  a ( 
yeare  9 

Expences  upon  feizing  a Spanifh  built 
Shipp  called  the  Batchelors  Delight  of 
London  Stephen  Clay  Maftr.  from  Provi- 
dence Plantation  hee  not  producing  a 
fufficient  certificate  of  her  being  made 
ffree. 

fifor  boat  hire  and  men  to  affift  in  feizing 
ffor  charges  of  a fpeciall  court  holden  \ 
att  Bofton  by  directions  of  Mr  Dan-  > 
forth  ) 

To  Witneffes 

To  a waiter  a board  the  faid  Ship  7 dayes 
Expences  in  a tryall  of  Barke  Guift  of  God 
of  Guarnfey  Ely  Nicholls  Maftr  at  Yorke 
in  the  province  of  Maine 
Horfe  hire  from  Bofton  to  Yorke  to  ) 
feize  the  faid  Barke  \ 

Paid  by  the  faid  Mr.  Danforths  order\ 
bearing  date  October  19th.  Prfident  I 
of  the  Province  of  Maine  for  a fpe-  ( 
ciall  Court  to  be  holden  there  > 
Charges  to  fix  witneffes  at  that  Tryall 

Charges  in  my  voyage  to  Holland 
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England  in  Bofton,  34 ; propofals 
about  cuftoms,  38;  propofals  about 
Maffachufetts,  39;  aiksfora  reward, 
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51 ; returns  from  Pifcataqua,  64 ; not 
well  received  in  Bofton,  65  ; defires 
compenfation,  68 ; baffled  in  his 
efforts  as  collector,  74;  ordered  to 
deliver  tobacco,  86 ; falary  to  be 
doubled,  93  ; mifdemeanors  of  Maffa- 
chufetts,  96  ; puts  queries,  99  ; deli 
vers  to  John  Cutt  his  commiflion  of 
Prefident  of  New  Hampfhire,  104: 
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aid  to  be  given  in  difcharge  of  his 
duty,  1 12;  gives  notice  he  is  col- 
lector, 120;  protefts  againft  General 
Court,  123;  his  articles  of  mifde- 
meanors  againft  Maffachufetts,  130; 
protefts  againft  naval  office,  133 ; 
account  of  fines  due  to  the  King, 
140;  complains,  142;  fuggefts  that 
marriage  fervices  in  Maffachufetts 
fhould  be  performed  by  minifters  of 
the  Church  of  England,  148;  fends 
queries  to  the  General  Court,  149; 
to  be  admonifhed  by  the  Governor, 
1 53  ; wifhes  a General  Governor  to 
be  fent,  157;  fays  Maffachufetts  is 
ambitious,  158;  afks  for  a Quo  War- 
ranto, 161 ; taxed,  163;  protefts 
againft  naval  officer,  165  ; afks  for 
Hugh  Peters’  land  at  Salem,  173; 
fears  he  will  be  punifhed  as  a fub- 
verter  of  the  Maffachufetts  govern- 
ment, 1 77;  hopes  a minifter  of  the 
Church  of  England  is  coming  to  N ew 
England,  179;  complains  he  cannot 
execute  his  office,  184;  appeals  to  the 
King,  205  ; ordered  to  England,  207; 
afks  that  Maine  be  added  to  New 
Hampfhire,  219;  at  Pifcataqua,  220; 
fays  Maffachufetts  fhould  have 
liberty  of  confcience  and  money 
fhould  be  raifed  only  by  confent  of 
the  inhabitants,  226 ; in  England, 
232 ; ordered  to  aftift  in  the  quo 
warranto  againft  Maffachufetts,  235  ; 
obtains  a quo  warranto,  237  ; peti- 
tions that  none  willing  to  fubmit 

cz> 

fhould  be  taxed  to  defend  the  charter, 
239 ; to  carry  notification  of  quo 
warranto  to  New  England,  244; 
wifhes  to  fail  in  a frigate,  249 ; urges 


his  departure,  252  ; fuggefts  a Gov- 
ernor-General, 263  ; afks  for  land  of 
Hugh  Peters,  264  ; his  brother  Gyles 
made  deputy  collector,  269  ; ferves 
quo  warranto  againft  Maffachufetts, 
271;  reports  that  a majority  of  the 
magiftrates  with  to  fubmit  to  the 
King,  273  ; afks  for  money,  280;  fug- 
gefts that  clergymen  of  the  Church 
of  England  fhould  be  fent,  287;  wifhes 
Thomas  Graves  to  be  reftored  to 
Harvard  College  by  a mandamus, 
288;  wifhes  the  property  belonging 
to  the  corporation  for  evangelizing 
the  Indians  to  be  examined,  288; 
afks  for  money,  293  ; new  writ  againft 
Maffachufetts  to  be  iffued,  298;  finds 
a miftake  in  the  quo  warranto,  300 ; 
deferibes  what  was  done  in  Chancery, 
306  ; fays  fortifications  at  Bofton  are 
being  repaired,  309;  begs  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  to  bail  him  out 
of  prison,  320;  afks  to  be  made  Sec- 
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